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Mr. HENRY SCOUGAT?, 


ENRY SCOUGAL, ſecond ſon of Patrick 
Scougal, bilbop of Aberdeen, was born 
une, 1656, His father, deſigning him 
for the 22 of God in the miniſtry, took the 
greateſt care of him from his infancy, and had the 
pleaſure to obſerve ſuch a happy inclination in him to 
piety and virtue, even in his tender years, as anſwers 
ed his expectations. He very ſoon put away childiſh 
things, and by ſhunning the company of thoſe of big 
own age, ſhewed very little fondneſs for childiſh a- 
muſements. He now began to look into the bible, 
and took a peculiar pleaſbre in reading the hiſtorical. 
parts of it, curiouſly inquiring into he nature of 
the Moſaic œconomy, and wanted ſo be ſatisfied, 
why the Jewiſh ſacrifices and other ceremonies were 
now. aboliſhed. This inquiry ſet him upon prying: 
ioto the grounds of the chriſtian religion, and afford- 
ed him infinite delight. As ſoon as he was able to 
read Latin authors, he was charmed with the 
ſpecches and-debates of the Roman ſenate, and was 
wont to retire with ſome of the moſt ingenious of 
his fellows, to make little orations, debate on ſeveral. 
points, and perſonate the ſenators. Not only did 
he love ſermans, but take a pleaſure in writing down 
fuch paſſages as affected him moſt. 


„The life of the Author was firſt publiſhed at Aberdeen, 
1740, and was prefixed to his Meditations and Moral Eiays 
printed that year. a 2 
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Such was his deſire far knowledge in religious things, 
that when clergymen, and other learnd and grave 
company were met in his father's bouſe, he gave the 
utmoſt attention to their converſation. Having made 
himſelf maſter of the Latin language, he applied to 


the Greek and Hebrew, in both which he made ſuch 
- progreſs, that they much aſſiſted him in the ſtudy of 


the holy ſcriptures, on which he now beſtowed a con- 
ſderable part of his time. He alloted particular hours 
for hiſtory and the ſtudy of the mathematics. 

At the age of. fifteen, he entered the univerſity, 
where he behaved with great modeſty, ſobriety and 
application. He diſliked the philoſophy then taught, | 


and endeavoured after a thorough knowledge of na- 


tural philoſophy ; that philoſophy, which has now q 
happily got ſuch footing in the world, and tends to 


enlarge the faculties, In conſequence of this, we may 
nere obſerve, that when he was yet about eigbteen 
years of age, he wrote the reflections and ſhort el- 


ſays now publiſhed; which though a juvenile per- 


formance, not deſigned for the preſs, and ſome of 


them left unfiniſhed, yet they breathe forth ſo much 
devotion, and ſuch an exalted ſoul, as muſt convince ? 
us, his converſation was in heaven. YA 

As to the third and fourth reflections his paſſion 7 
for the ſex being founded in virtue and fricndſhip, | 
heightens the character in the diſappointment, when 
it turns and fixes his mind on the higheſt and love - 


lieſt object. Was there ever a better effect. 


In all the meetings cencetning the commencements, 
he was unanimouſly choſen preſident, and had a ſin- 
gular deference paid to his judgment. No ſooner 
had he finiſhed his courſes, but he was promoted to 
the Regency ; where, he made conſcience of his duty 
in training up the youth under his care, in ſuch prin + 
eiples af learning and virtue, as might render them 

ot namcuts 
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The Life of Mr. Henry Scougal. 
ornaments-to church and ſtate. When any diviſions 
and animoſities happened in the ſociety, he was very 
inſtrumental in reconciling, and bringing them to a 
good underſtanding. He maintained bis authority a- 
mong the ſtudents in ſuch a way, as to keep them 
in awe, and at the ſame time, to gain their love and 
eſteem; Sunday evenings were ſpent with his ſcho- 
lars, in diſcourſing againſt vice and impiety of all 
kinds, and encouraging religion in principle and prag- 
tice; He allotted a conſiderable part of his yearly- 
income for the poor; and many indigent families, of 
whatever perſuaſion, were relieved in their (traits by 
his bounty; though ſo ſecretly, that they kae not 
whence their ſapply came. | PT 

Having been a Regent for four years, he was at 
the age of twenty three ordained into the miniſtry, 
and ſettled at Auchterleſs, a ſmall village about 
twenty miles from Aberdeen. Here his zeal and 
frneſs for his great maſter's ſervice, were eminently 
diſplayed, He catechiſed with great plaianeſs and 
affection, and uſed the moſt endearing methods to 
recommend religion to his hearers. He endeavoured 
to bring them to cloſs attendance on public wor- 


2 ſhip, and joined with them himſelf, at the begin- 


ning of it. Herevived the uſe of lectures, looking 
on it as very edifying to comment upon, and ex- 
pound large portions of ſcripture. And though he 
endured ſeveral outward inconveniencies, yet he bore. 
them with much contentedneſs of mind. But as 
God had deſigned him for an eminent (tation, wheres: 
he could be of more univerſal uſe in his church, he 


was removed from his private charge to that of train - 


ing up youth for the holy miniſtry, and the care of 
fouls. In the twenty fifth year of his age he was 
admitted Profeſſor of divinity in the kiog's college, 
Aberdeen, and though they were unanimous in their 
a3. choice, 


, 
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choice, yet he much declined a ſtation of ſuch im- 
portance, from a modeſt ſenſe of his unſitneſs for it. 
And as he had been an ornament to his other ſtations 
of life, ſo in a particular manner he applied himſelf 


to the exerciſe of this office. After he had guarded 


bis ſtudents againſt the common artifices of the Ro- 


miſti miſſionaries in making proſelytes, he propoſed 


ſubjects for public exerciſe ; the one, of the paſto- 
ral care ; the other, of caſuiſtical divinity ; but there | 
were no debates he was more cautious to meddle 2 
with; than the decrees of God: ſecret things belong | 


to God, and things revealed, to us and our children, 


We thought this ſhort account of Mr. Scou- 
gal's life, would be very agreeable to ſuch as had 
no opportunity of ſeeing the character drawu of 
him by Dr. George Gairden. The inward, dif- 
poſitions ot this excellent man, are beſt ſeen in his 
writings; and the whole of his outward behavioue 7 
and converſation, was the conſtant practice of what | 
he preached ; the cencurring teſtimony of ſeverat | 
perſons who knew him, and are yer alive in Aberdeen, iP 


aſſures us of it, How unfuitable rhen would pace- 


gyric be, where the ſubje& was full of humility ? and 
therefore let it ſaffice to ſay, that after he began to 
appear publickly, you fec him as a regecit, earneſt, ar 
once to improve his ſcholars in human and ſacred 
letters: as a paſtor, he ceaſed not to preach the 
word, to exhort, to reprove, and to rebuke with all 


authority : and as proſeſſor of divinity, he beſtowed 
the utmoſt pains to convince the candidates for the 


miniſtry, of the weight and importance of that high 


office; not to be followed for lucre, bur purely to 


promote the worſhip of God, and the ſalvation of 


men. Again, if we conſider his private life, how 
incek, how charitable, and how. ſeli-denied ! = 
> di A 


diſiatereſted in all things, how reſigned to the divine 
will! and above all, how refined his ſentiments with 
regard to the love of God! How amiable moſt he 
then appear! How worthy of imitation, -and* of 
univerſal regrete at his death ! In this light we ſee 
clearly, that the memory of the j uſſ is bleſſed. 

And now, we have only to add, that his health be- 
an to be impaired by inceſſant ſtudy, and about the 
twenty ſeventh year of his age, he fell into a con- 
ſumption, which waſted him by flow degrees. But 
during the whole time of his ſickneſs, he behaved 
with the utmolt reſignation ; nor did he ever ſhow 
Ithe leaſt impatience. | 8 

3 When his friends came to viſit him, he would ſay, 
"F** he had reaſon to bleſs God it was not worſe with 
him than it was.” And ſays he, when you have the 
Reharity to remember me inyour prayers do not think 
ic ee ſà better man than I am; but look on me, as in- 
Hleed I am, a miſerable ſinner, Upon the twentieth. 
day of June, 1678. he died, in the greateſt calmneſs, 
in the twenty eight year of his age, and was buried 
in the King's College Church in Old Aberdeen, and 


d Mabe following Inſcription was put on his Tomb. 
0 Memoriæ Sacrum. 

t HENRICUS SCOUGAL, 
d | Reverendi in Chriſto Patris Patricit 

e | Epiſcopi Aberdonenſis filius: 

11 Philofophiz in bac AcaDemia REOTIA, 


Per quadriennium, totidemque annis 
Ibidem Theologiz Profeſſor: 


e | 

hk Eccleſiæ in Auchterleſs, uno anno interſtite, Paſtor, 
0 Multa in tam breviſhmo curriculo 

f Didicit, præſtitit, docuit. 

” Cceli avidus, & ecelo maturns, 

* Odiit Anno Dom. Mpix XVIII. 

* Etatis ſuæ x x v111. 


Et hic cxuyias moctalitatis poſuit. 
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vil 755 tin of Mr, Henry Scovgal: 


married to Margaret Weems, daughter to a gentle» 


man in. Fife, by whom he had three ſons and two 


daughters. John Scougal, the eldeſt ſon, was com+ 


have already made mention, was the ſecond: The 
et ſon James, was made commiſſary, at hit: 
eldelt brother's death.; which office he ſold to Mr, 


was made one of the ſenators of the college of juſ- 
tice; by the title of lord Whitehill. Katharine Scou - 
gal, eldeſt daughter, was married to Alexander Scro- 
gie, biſhop of Argyle; and Jean, the youngeſt daugh- 


miniſters of Aberdeen, 
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LIFE of GOD 


IN THE 


8 o v L of MAN. 


My dear Friend, 7 
HIS deſignation doth give you a title to all 
the endeavours whereby I 
can ſerye your intereſts; The occaſion of 


and your pious inclinations do ſo hi diſcourſe. 
happily conſpire with my duty, that = 
I ſhall not need to ſtep out of my road to gratify you; 
but I may, at once perform an office of friendſhip, 
and diſcharge an exerciſe of my function, ſince the 
advancing of virtue and holineſs (which 1 hope you 
make your greateſt ſtudy) is the peculiar bufineſs of 
my employment. This therefore is the moſt proper 
inltance wherein 1 can vent my affection, and expreſs 
my gratitude towards ycu; and I ſhall not any longer 
delay the performance of the promiſe 1 made you to 
this purpoſe. For though 1 know you are provided 
with better helps of this nature than any I can offer 
you; nor are you like to meet with any thing here 
which you knew not before; yet I am hopeful, that 
what cometh from one whom you are pleaſed to ho- 
nour with your friendſhip, and which is more parti- 
cularly deſigned for your uſe, will be kindly accepted 
by you; and God's providence perhaps may ſo direct 
my thoughts, that ſomething or other may prove 
A i ulcful 
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uſefſul to you. Nor ſhall I doubt your pardon, if 
for moulding my diſcourſe into the better frame; | 


properties of religion, and all — © ſuch way tc 
my thoughts, in the proſecution 0 


ecflary, did I only conſider to whom I am writing, 


ſtant courſe of external duties, and a model of per 


ine whole of religion; nay ſometimes wickedaefs and 


2 The liſe of God inthe foul of man. 


lay a low foundation, beginning with the nature anc 


| ti the ſubje®, a 
may bring me to ſay many things which were not ne 


I cannot ſpeak of religion, but I muſt lament, that 

| | among ſo many pretenders to it 
Miſtakes about ſo few underſtand what It means 
religion, ſome are mee 
ing, in orthodox notions and opini 

ons; and all the account they can give of their reli 
gion is, that they are of this or the other perſuaſion 
and have joined themſelves to one of thoſe man 
ds whereinto Chriſtendom is moſt unhappily dixid 


ed. Others place it in the outward man, in a con 


formances : if they live peaceably with their neigh 
bours, krep a temperate diet, obſerve the returns 
of worſhip, frequenting the church, or their cloſet, 
and ſometimes extend their hands to the relief o 
the poor, they think they have ſufficiently acquitted 
themlelves. Others again put all religion in the af- 
fe@ions, in rapturous heats and ecllatick devotion; 
and all they aim at, is, to pray with paſhon, and 
think of heaven with pleaſure and to be affected 
with thoſe kind and meſting expreſhons wherewith 
they court their Saviour, till they perſuade them- 
felves that they are mightily in love with him; and 
from thence aſſume a great confidence of their Ialva- 
tion, which they eſteem the chief of Chriltian graces, 
Thus are theſe things which have any reſemblance o 
piety, aud at the belt are but means of obtaining it 
or particular exerciſes of it, frequently miſtaken for 


—F —— ps 


vicc 


The life of Cod in the foul of man. 3 


viee pretend to that name. =I ſpealt not now of 
thoſe groſs impieties wherewith the Heathens were 
wont to worſhip their gods. There are but too 


many Chriſtians, who would conſecrate their vices, 
and hallow e 3 whoſe rugged 
humour, and ſullen pr nuſt paſs for _ 


ſeverity ; whoſe fierce wrath, and. hitter rage againſſ 
their enemies, muſt be called holy zeat4.. whoſe pe- 


ulancy towards their ſuperiors, or rebellion againſt 
heir governors, mul} have the name of Chriſhan 
_ - 


But certainly religion is quite another thing ; and 
they who are acquainted with it, will 

entertain far different thoughts, and What reli- 
diſdain all thoſe ſhadows aud falſe imi- gion it. 

ations of 1t, kn w by Experi- . ; 

ence, that true religion js an union of the ſoul with 
God, a real participation of the divine nature, the 

very image of od drawn upon the foul ; or in the 
Apellle n bene it is Chriſt formed within us. 
Briefly, E-knaw not how the nature of religion cat 


be more fully expreſſed, than by calling it @ divine 
life, And under thele terms I ſhall diſcourſe of it ; 


ſhewing brit now It 18 called @ {i/e, and then how It 
is termed divine. ; 
I chufe i expreſs it by the name of /i/* ; firſt, be 


wich _ of its permanency and ſfabi- 


BY ity. Religion is not a ſudden Ut permanency 
— ſſart, or aon of the mind; not and ftability- 
Toa. fd *hough it | ſhould ile to the height 
— of a rapture and ſeem to tranſport a man to extraor- 
— |} dioary performances. There are few but have con- 
* —— of the neceſſity of doing Tomething for the 
alvation of their fouls, which may puſh them for- 
for ward ſome ſteps with a creat deal of Teening tate. 
os But ano they Dip and give over : they were ina hot 


A2 mood, 


4 The life of Ged in the ſoul of man, 


mod, but now they are_cooled : they did ſhoot forth 
feb and , but now they are quite withered, 
becaule they had no root in themſelves. Fhele {ug - 
den ms may be Compared 40 the violent and- conme}. 
ſire ngtions.of bedees mwiy peheader, canfod by 
le agwatiens of the anna ipires, akker the fovl is 
Gene; which, bawener vient and ieperode, 
an be of a0dorg eomtawencc 3 Whercas the motions 
Sök holy {688 are coolant -and -regular, proceeding 
from a permanent and INT principle, It Ig true, 
As divine lite continueth not always 10 that ſawe 
RArength and vigour, but many times ſuiſers {ad de- 
755 and holy men taTgrener Uncut in_reliſting 
1Tm5tanons, andTels alacrity in the performance of 


— ak Bo + 

their duties: yer itis not_guite_extioguiſhed, nor 
are they abandoned to the power of thoſe corrupt 
affections which ſwa and over-ruic the the 

WII | . 
Again, religion may be deſigned by the name of 
| liſe, becauſe it is an inward, 
Jr Feedom and un- free and ſelf- moving principle; 
couſtrainedueſi. and thoſe who have made pro- 
- grels 10 it, are not acted only 
by external motives, driven merely by threataings, 
nor bribed by promiſes, nor conſtrained by laws ; but 
are powerfnlly inclined to that which is good, and 
delight in the performance of it. The love which a 
zous man bes to God and goodneſs, is not fo 
mach by virtue of a command 1njo:ning him ſo to do, 
as by a new nature inſtiucting and prompting him to 
ir : nor doth he pay his devotions as an unavoidable 
tribute, only to appeaſe the divine juitice, or quiet 
his clamorous conſcicree; but thole religious exer- 
ciles are the proper emanations of the divine life, the 
natural employments of the new born ſoul. He 
Preys, and vives thanks, and repents, not only = 
Calc 
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cauſe theſe things are commanded, but rather becauſc 
he is ſenſible of his wants, and of the divine br. 
neſs, and of the folly and miſery of a ligkyl life, 
charity--is not forced, nor his alms cxtorted from 
him. his love makes him willing to give; and though 
here were no qu;ard obligation, his þearg avoy/d 
deviſe liberaktbingss Anjultice or intempetance, and 
all othet vices, are as contrary to bis temper and 
conſtitution, as the baſell adtions are ta the mit ge- 
nerous (picit and. impyudence. and icuriny..co-thotc 
who are modeſt : ſo that I may well ſay 
with St. Jobn *, Whoſeever is born of God, doth not 
commit ſin : os his ſeed remaineth in him : and he 
cannot fin, becauſe he is born of God, Though ho- 
ly and religious perſons do much eye the law of 
God, and have a great regard unto it: yet it is not 
ſo much the ſanction of the law, as its 2 
and purity, and goodneſs, which do prevail with 
them: they account it excellent and delirablg in it- 
ſelf, and that in keeping of it there is great reward ;. 
and that divine love wherewith they are acted, makes 
them become a law unto themlelves,. 


vo ligers det amantibus ? 
#30 4hath prefertbe a 3 ther. love ? 
Love's a move powerful law whtch duct them move. 


In a word what our bleſſed Saviour ſaid of him. 
ſelf, is in ſome meaſure applicable to his followers 
that it is their meat and drink to do their Father's 
wilt: and as the natural appetite is carried out to- 
ward food, though we ſhould not reflet on the ne- 
ceſſity of it for the preſervation of our lives; ſo are 
they carried with a natural and unforced propenſ jon 
toward that which 1s good and commendable.” It is 

| 3 true, 
Vi John iii, 9. + John iv. 34. 
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true, external motives are many times of great uſe 
to excite and ſtir up this inward principle, eſpecially 
in its infancy and weakneſs, when it is often fo lan- 
guid, that the man himſelf can ſcarce diſcern it, 
hardly being able to move one ſtep forward, but 
when he is puſhed by his hopes, or his fears ; by 
the preſſure of an affliction, or the ſenſe of a mercy ; 
by the authority of the law, or the perſwaſion of o- 
thers, Now, if ſuch a perſon be conſcientious and 
uniform in his obedience, and earneſtly groning un- 
der the ſenſe of his dulneſs, and is defirous to per- 
form his duties with more ſpirit and vigour : theſe 
are the firſt motions of the divine life, which, though 
t be faint and weak, will ſurely be cheriſhed by the 
influences of heaven, and grow unto greater maturi- 
ty. But he whois utterly deſtitute of this inward 
principle, and doth not aſpire unto it, but contents 
himſelf with thoſe performances whereutito he 18 
prompted by education or cuſtom, by the fear of 
hell, or the carnal notions of heaven, can no more be 
accounted a religious perſon, than a puppet can be 
called a man, This forced and artificial religion is 
commonly heavy and languid, like the motion of a 
weight forced upward : it is cold and ſpiritleſs, like 
the uneaſy compliance of a wife married againſt her 
will, who carries it dutifully toward the buſband 
whom ſhe doth not love, out of ſome ſenſe of virtue 
or honour, Hence alſo this religion is ſcant and 
pigardly, eſpecially in thoſe duties which do greateſt 
violence to mens carnal inclinations ; and-ahoſe-th- 
2 a 
ludy.zequized : it is a law that compells them, and 
they will be loth to go beyond what it ſtints them 
10 ; nay, they will ever be putting ſuch gloſſes on it 
as may leave themſelves the greateſt liberty: where- 
33 the ſpitit of true rligion is frank and _ far 
| rom 
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trom ſach peeviſh and narrow reckoning ; and he 
who hath given himſelf intirely uato God, will never 
think he doth too much for him, | 
By this time I hope it doth appear, thet religion is 
with a great deal of reafon tetmed | 
a life, or vital principle; and that MFeligion a di- 
it is very neceſſary to diſtioguiſh be vine principle. 
ewixt it, and that obedience which 
is conſtrained and depends on external cauſes. I 
come next to give an account why I deſigned it by 
the name of divine life. And ſo it may be called, 
not only in regard of its fountain and original, having 
God for its author, and being wrought in the ſouls 
of men by the power of his Holy Spirit; but alſo ia 
regard of its nature, religion being a reſemblance of 
the divine petfections, the image of the Almighty 
ſhining in the ſoul of man: neu i i & epa · 
tion-of e nabe; it is a beam of the eternal light, 
a drop of that infinite ocean of goodneſs ; and they 
who are endued with it, may be ſaid to have Cad 
dwelling in their fouls, and Chriſt formed within them. 
Before I deſcend to a more particular conſiderati- 
on of that divine life wherein true religion doth con» 
fiſt, it will be fit to ſpeak a little of that natural or 
animal life which prevails in thoſe l 
who are ſtrangers to the others What ile na- 
And by this I underſtand nothing tural life it. 
elſe, but our inclination and propen- | 
ſion toward thoſe things which are pleafing and ac- 
ceptable. to nature; or ſelf love iſſuing forth and 
ſpreading i tſelf into as many branches as men bave 
ſeveral appetites and inclinations. The root und 
foundation of the animal life I reckon to be ſenſe, 
taking it Jargely, as it is oppoſed unto faith, and im- 
porteth our perception and ſenſation of things that 


Ir arc ether grateſul-or trouble ſome to us, Now, 
2 A4 tlleſe 
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theſe animal affections conlidered in themſelves, and 
as they are planted in us by nature, are not viti-| 
ous or blameable ; nay, they are inſtances of the 
wiſdom of the Creator furniſhing his creatures with 
ſuch appetites as tend to the preſervation and well. 
fare of their lives, Theſe are inſtead of a law unto 
the brute beaſts, whereby they are directed towards 
the ends for which they were made. But man, be- 
ing made for higher purpoſes, and to be guided by 
more excellent laws, becomes guilty and criminal 
when he is ſo far tranſported by the inclinations of 
bis lower life, as to violate his duty, or neglect the 
higher and more noble deſigns of his creation, Our 
natural affections are not wholly to be cxtirpated 
and deſtroyed, but only to be moderated and 
over-ruled by a ſuperior and more excellent prin- 
ciple. Ina word, the difference betwixt a religious 
and wicked man is, that in the one the divine life 
bears ſway, in the other the animal life doth prevail. 
But it is ſtrange to obſerve, unto what different 
courſes this natural priaciple will 

Thr + yp N — thoſe — are 
ö „ © Wholly guide it, according to 
the * life. the dierte circumſtances that con- 
cur with it to determine them: and the not con- 
ſidering this, doth frequently occaſion very dangerous 
miſtakes, making men think well of themſelves by 
reaſon of that ſeeming difference which is betwixt 
them and others; whereas perhaps their actions do 
all the while flow from one and the ſame original. If 
we conſider the natural temper and conſtitution of 
mens fouls, we ſhall find ſome to be airy, from - 
me, and light, which makes their behaviour extra - 
vagant and ridiculous 5 whereas others are naturally 
iſerious and ſevere, and their whole carriage compoſed 


nto ſuch gravity as gains them a great deal of reve» 
Icnc 
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rence and eſleem. Some are of an humorous, rug- 
ged, and moroſe temper, and can neither be pleaſed 
themſelves, nor endure that others thouvid be (ſo. 
But all are not born with ſuch ſour and unhappy dif- 
poſicions ; for ſome perlons have a certain ſuceineſs 
and benignity rooted in their natures, and they ſind 
the greateſt pleaſure in the endearments of ſociety, 
and the mutual complacency of friends, and cover 
nothing more than to have every body obliged to 


{ them. And it is well that nature hath provided this 


cemplexional tenderneſs to ſupply the defeR of true 
charity in the world, and to incline men to do ſome- 
thing for one another's welfare. Again, in regard 
of education, ſome have never been taught to follow 
any other rules, than tholc of pleaſure or dige: 
but others are ſo inuted to obſerve the ſtrieleſt rules 
of Jecency ard honour, and ſome inſtances of virtue, 
that they are hardly capable of coing any thing which 
they have been accuſtomed to look upon as baſe and 
vu worthy, 

In fire, it is no ſmall difference in the deportment 
of mere natural men, that doth ariſe from the 
ſtrength or weakneſs of their wit e judgment, and 
from their care or negligence in uſing them. Intem- 
perance and Juſt, injuſtice and oppreſhon, and all 
thoſe other impieties which abound in the world 
and render it ſo miſerable, are the iſſues of ſelf love, 
the eſſect of the animal life, when it is neither overs 
powered by religion, nor governed by natural rea» 
lon, But if it once take hold of reaſon, and get 
judgment and wit io be of its party, it will many 
times.g&:ſdain the groſſer fort of vices, and ſpring up 
unto fair imitations of virtue and goodneſs. II. 
man have but ſo much reaſon as to conſider the pre- 
judice which intemperance and inordinate Juſt do 
bring unto his health, his fortune, and his reputation, 

a 5 * llt. 
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ſclf-love may ſuffice to reſtraia him; and one ma 
obſerve the rules of moral juſtice in dealing with o- 
thers, as the belt way to ſecure his own intereſt, andi 
maintain his credit in the world. But this is not all, 
This natural principle, by the help of reaſon, may 
take a higher flight, and come nigher the inſtances 
of piety and religion. It may incline a man to the 
* ſtudy of divine truths; for why ſhould not 
theſe, as well as other ſpeculations, be pleaſant and 
grateful to curious and inquiſitive minds? It may 
make men zealous in maintaining and propagating 
ſuch opinions as they have eſpouſed, and be very 
deſirous that others ſhould ſubmit unto their judg- 
ment, and approve the choice of teligion which 
themſelves have made. It may make them delight 
to hear and compoſe excellent diſcourſes about the 
matters of religion; for eloquence is very pleaſant 
whatever be the ſubjet. Nay, ſome it may diſpoſe 
to no ſmall height of ſenſible devotion. The glori- 
ous things that are ſpoken of heaven, may make 
even a carnal heart in love with it: the metaphors 
and ſimilitudes made uſe of in ſcripture, of crowns 
ard froptres, amd rivers of plenfure, &x. will eaſily 
affet a man's fancy, and make him wiſh to be there, 
though he neither underſtand nor defire thoſe ſpirit- 
| val pleaſures which are deſcribed and ſhadowed forth 
by them: and when ſuch a perſon comes to believe 
that Chriſt has purchaſed thoſe glorious things for 
him, he may feel a kind of tenderneſs and affection 
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To conclude : there is nothing proper to make 4 
an's life pleaſant, or himſelf eminent and conſpicu” 
ous in the world, but this natural principle, aſiſted 
by wit and reaſon, may prompt him to it. And 
though I do not condemn theſe things in themſelves, 
yet it concerns us nearly to know and conſider their 
nature, both that we may keep within due bounds, 
and alſo that we may learn never to value ourſelves 
on the account of ſuch attainments, nor lay the ſtreſs 
of religion upon our natural appetites or perform- 
ances. | | 
Tt is now time to return to the conſideration of 
that divine life whereof 4 was dul- 
before ; that /i/e which is M herein the 
hid with Chriſt in Cod, and therefore divine liſe 
hath no glorious ſhew or appearance in doth conſiſts 
the world, and to the natural man 
will ſeem a mean and inſipid notion, As the animal 
life conſiſteth in that narrow and confined love which 
is terminated on a man's ſelf, and in his propenſion 
towards thoſe things that are pleaſing to nature; ſo 
the divine life ſtands in an univerſal and unbounded 
affection, and in the maſtery over our natural inclina- 
tions, that they may never be able to betray us to 
thoſe things which we know to be blameable. The 
root of the divine liſe is faith; the chief branches 
are, love to God, charity to man, purity, and hu- 
mility : for (as an cxeatiem perſon hath well obſer. 
vet? however theſe names be common and--vulgar, 
and make no extraordinary ſound ; yet do they carry 
ſuch a mighty ſenſe,” that the tongue of man or an- 
gel can pronounce nothing more weighty or excellent, 
Faith hath the ſame place in the divine life which 
ſenſe hath in the natural, being indeed nothing elſe 
but a kind of ſenſe, or feeling perſuaſion of ſpiritual 
things. It extends itſelt. uno all- divine truths. : 
" A 6 but, 
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but, in our lapſed eſtate, it hath a peculair relation to 
the declarations of God's mercy and reconcilable- 
nels to ſinners through, a Mediator; and therefore, 
receiving its denomination from that principal ob- 
Ject, is ordinarily termed faith in Jeſus Chri/t, 

The love of God is a delightful and affectionate 
ſenſe of the divine perfections, which makes the ſoul 
reſign and facrifice itſelf wholly unto him, deſiring a- 
bove all things to pleaſe him, and delighting in no- 
thing ſo much as in fellowſhip and communion with 
him, and, being ready to do or ſuffer, any thing for 
his fake, or at his pleaſure. Though this affection 
may have its firſt riſe from the favours and mercies 
of God towards ourſelves, yet doth it in its growth 
and progreſs tranſcend ſuch particular conſiderations, 
and ground itſelf on his infinite goodneſs manifelted 
in all the works of creation and providence. | A 
ſoul thus poſſeſſed with divine love, muſt needs be 
enlarged towards all mankind in a ſince re and un- 
bounded affection, becauſe of the relation they have 
to God, being his creatures, and having ſomething 
of his image ſtamped upon them. And this is that 
charity I named as the ſecond branch of religion, 
and under which all the pates of juſtice, all the du- 
ties we owe to our neighbour, are eminently com- 
prehended : for he who doth truly love all the 
world, will be nearly concerned in the intereſt of 
cvery one; and fv far from wrongiog or injuring any 
perſon, that he will reſent any cvil that befals o- 
thers, as if ĩt happened to himſeif. 
by purity, I underſtand a due abſtrafieduals from 
the body, and maſtery over the inferior appetites; 
or ſuch a temper and diſpoſition of mind, as makes 
2 man deſpiſe, and abſtain from all pleaſures and de- 
lights of ſenſe or fancy which are ſinful in themſelves 


or tend to extinguiſh or leſſen our reliſh of more 
divine 
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divine and intellectual pleaſures z which doth alſo in⸗ 
fer a refolutenefs to undergo all thoſe hardſhips he 
may meet with in the performance of his duty. 80 
that not only chaſtity and temperance, but alſo Chris 
ſtian courage and magnanimity may come under this 
head, rouge 23 
Humility imports a deep ſenſe of our own means» 
neſs with a hearty and affectionate acknowledgment 
of our owing all that we are to the divine bounty 
which is always accompanied with a profound ſubs» 
miſſion to the will of God, and great deadneſs to- 
wards the glory of the world, and applauſe of men; 
Theſe are the higheſt perfections, that either mer 
or angels are capable of, the very foundation of hea» 
ven laid in the foul. And he who hath attained 
them, needs not deſire to pry into the hidden rolls 
of God's decrees, or ſearch the volumes of heaven, 
to know what is determined about his everlaſting 
condition; but he may find a copy of God's thoughts 
concerning him written in his own breaſt, His love. 
to God may give him affurance of God's favour to, 
him; and thoſe beginnings of happineſs which he 
feels ia the conformity of the powers of his ſoul to the 
nature of God, and compliance with his will, are 
a ſure pledge that his ſelicity ſhall be perfected, and 
continued to all eternity. And it is not without rea- 
ſon that one ſaid, I had rather ſee the real impreſ- 
ſions , of a God-like nature upon my aan ſoul, than 
have a. viſion from heaven, or an angel ſent to tell 
me that my name was inralled in the book of, life. 
When we have ſaid all that we can, the ſecret 
oy myſteries of a new nature and dis. 

Religion better vine life can never be ſuſſiciently 
underſtood by exprefied ; language and words can- 
actions than not reach them: nor can they be 


by words. xculy underſtoud but by thoſe ſouls 
, that 
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that are inkindled within, and awakened unto the ſenſe 
and reliſh of ſpiritual things; There it a ſpirit in 
man, and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth 
this underſtandingi 'The power and life of religion 
may be better expreſſed in actions than in words; 
becauſe actions are more lively things, and do better 
repreſent the inward principle whence they proceed: 
and therefore we may take the beſt meaſure of thoſe 
gracious endowments from the deportment of thoſe 
in whom they reſide ; eſpecially as they are perfect- 
Jy exemplified in the holy life of our bleſſed Saviour; 
3 main part of whoſe buſineſs in this world, was, to 
teach by his practice what he did require of others, 
end to make his own converſation an exact reſem- 
blance of thoſe unparallelled rules which he preſcrib- 
ed: ſo that, if ever true goodneſs was viſible to mor- 
tal eyes, it was then when his preſence did beautify 
and illuſtrate this lower world, 

That ſincere and devout affection wherewith his 
bleſſed ſoul did conſtantly burn to- 
wards his heavenly Father, did ex- 
prels itſelf in an entire reſignation 
to his will. It was this was his very, 
meat, to do the will, and finiſh the work of him that 
ſent him, This was the exerciſe of his childhood, 
and the conſtant employment of his 


Divine love ex- 
emplified in our 
Saviour. 


His diligence in „ | 
L per age. He ſpared no travel or 
je God's pains while he was about his Father's 


buſineſs. but took ſuch infinite con- 
tent and ſatis faction in the performance of it, that 
when, being faint and weary, with his journey, he 
relted himſelf on Jacob's well, and intreated water 
of the Samaritan woman, the ſucceſs of his confer- 
ence with her, and the aceeſſion that was made to 
the kingdom of God, filled his mind with ſuch de- 


light, as ſcemed to have redounded to his very body, 


refreſhing 
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refreſhing his ſpirits, and making him forget the thirſt 
whereof he complained before, and refuſe the meat 
which he had ſent his un, ob to buy. Nor was he 
Jeſs patient and ſubmiſſive in ſuffer- : 
0g the will of God, than diligent in 222 
er doing of it. He endured the _ . 
eſt afflictions and extremeſt miſeries that ever were 
ſe inflited on any mortal, without a repining thought 
ſe ¶ or diſcontented word, For though he was far from, 
t- a ſtupid inſenſibility, or a fantaſtiek or ſtoical ob. 
3 ſtinacy, and had as quick a ſenſe of pain as other 
men, and the deepelt apprehenſion of what he was 
to ſuffer in his ſoul, (as his b/20dy feveat, and the 
ore amazement and ſorrow which he profeſſed, do 
” abundantly declare); yet did he intizely ſubmit to 
that ſeyere diſpenſation of providence, and willingly 
y acquieſced in it. 

And he prayed to God, that / it were poſible (or 
as one of the Evangeliſts hath it, / he were willing) 
that cup might be removed ; yet he gently added, 
= = Nevertheleſ;, not my will, but thine be done. Of what 
ſtrange importance are the expreſſions, ohn xii, 29, ? 
where he firſt acknowledgeth the anguiſh of his ſpirit, 
Now is my ſoul troubled ; which would ſeem to pro- 
duce a kind of demur, And what ſball / ſay ? and 
„den he goes to deprecate his ſufferings, Father /ave 
me from this hour ; which he had no ſooner uttered, 
but he doth, as it were, on ſecond thoughts, recal 
it, in theſe words, But for this cauſe came I into the 
world; and concludes, Father glorify thy name. 
Now, we muſt not look on this as any levity, or 
blameable weakneſs in the bleſſed Jeſus. He knew 
all along what he was to ſuffer, and did moſt reſo- 
lutely underge it, But it ſhews us the unconceiy- 
able weight and preſſure that he was to bear; which, 
being ſo afflicting, and contrary to nature, he could 
not 
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not think without terror: yet, conſidering th 
will of God, and-the glory which was to redound t9 
him from thence, he was not only content, but de- 
ſirous to ſuffer, W459 

Another inftance of his 2 to God. was his de- 
pon light in converſing with him by prayer; 
His conſtant hich made him frequently abr, 
devotion. ſelf from the world, and with the great- 
eſt devotion and pleaſure ſpend whole nights in that 
heavenly exerciſe, though he had-no ſius to confeſs, 
and but few ſecular intereiis to pray for; which, alas! 
are almoſt the only things that are wont to drive us 
to our devotions. Nay, we may ſay his whole liſe 
was a kind of prayer, a conſtant courſe of commu» 
nion with God; if the ſacriſice was not always offer- 
ing, yet was the fire ſtill kept alive : nor was ever 
the bleſſed Jeſus ſurpriſed with that dulneſs or f̃epi- 
dity of ſpirit which we mult many times wreſtle with, 
before we can be fit for the exerciſe of devotion, 

lo the ſecend place, I ſhould ſpeak of his love 

: and charity towards all men. But he 
His chari'Y who would expreſs it, mult tranſcribe 
fo men, the hiltory of the goſpel, and comment 
upon it: for ſcarce any thing is recorded to have bee 4 
done or ſpoken by him, which was not deſigned for 
the good and advantage of ſome one or other. All 
his miraculous works were inſtances of his goodneſs, 
as well as of his power ; and they benefited thoſe on 
whom they were wrought, as well as they amazed 
the beholders- His charity was not confined to his 
kindred or relations; nor was all his kindneſs ſwal- 
lewed up in the endearments of that peculiar friend 
ſhip which he carried towards the beloved diſciple, 
but every one Was his /riexd who obeyed his 555 


eommands, John xv. 14+ ; and whoſoever did w 2 
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The life of God in the foul of man, 17 
ewill of bis Father, the ſame was to him as 4% bre- 
ther. and kſter, and mother, 

Never was any unwelcome to him who came with 
an honeſt intention; nor did he deny any requeſt 
which tended to the good of thoſe that aſked it So 
that what was ſpoken of that Roman Emperot, 
whom for his goodneſs they called the darling of 
mankind, was realy performed by him; that never 
any Ceparted from him with a heavy countenance, 
except that rich youth, Mark x. who was ſorry to 
hear that the kingdom of heaven ſtood at fo high a 
rate and that he could not ſave his foul and money 
too. And certaivly it troubled our Saviour, to ſee 
that when a price was in his hand to get wiſdom, yet 
he had no heart to it, The ingenuity that appear» 
ed in his firſt addreſs, had already procured ſome 
kindneſs for him; for it is faid, And Feſus behold 
ing him, loved him, But muſt he for his ſake cut out 
a new way to heaven, and alter the nature of things, 
which make it impoſlible that a covetous man ſhouſd 
be happy ? 

And what ſhall 1 ſpeak of his meekneſs, whe 
could encounter the monſtrous ingratitude and diſt» 


mulation of that miſcreant who betrayed him, in ne 


harſher terms than theſe, Judas, betrayeſt thou the 


Son of man with a fit? What further evidence 
could we deſire of his fervent and unbounded charity, 
than that he willingly laid down his life even for his 
molt bitter enemies ; and, mingling his prayers with 
his blood, beſought the Father that his death might not 
be laid to their charge, but might become the means of 
eternal life to thoſe very perſons who procured it? 
The third branch of the divine life is purity; 
which, as I faid, conſiſts in a negle& 
of worldly enjoyments and accommoda- 


tions, and a reſolute enduring of all 
fuck 


Eis purity, 
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ſuch troubles as we meet with in the doing of our 
duty, Now, ſurely, if ever any perſon was wholly 
dead to all the pleaſures of the natural life, it was 
the bleſſed Jeſus, who ſeldom taſted them when 
they came in his way, but never ſtepped out of his 
road to ſeek them. Though he allowed others the 
comfort of wedlock, and honoured marriage with his 
preſence ; yet he choſe the ſeverity of a virgin life, 
and never knew the nuptial bed; and though at the 
ſame time he ſupplied the want of wine with a mi- 
racle, yet he would not work one for the relief of his 
own hunger in the wilderneſs: ſo gracious and di- 
vine was the temper of his ſoul, allowing to others 
ſach lawfull gratifications as himſelf thought good to 
abſtain from, and ſupplying not only their more ex- 
treme and preſſing neceſſities, but alſo their ſmaller 
and leſs conſiderable wants. We many times heat 
of our Saviour's ſighs, and groans, and tears; but 
never that he laughed, and bur once that he rejoiced 
in ſpirit ; ſo that through his whole life he did ex- 
actly anſwer that character given of him by the pro- 
phet of old, that he was a man ſorrous, and ac- 
quarnted with grief, Nor were the troubles and 
diſaccommodations of his life other than matters of 
choice. For never did there any appear on the ſtage 
of the world with greater advantages to have raiſed 
bimſelf to the higheſt ſecular felicity, He who could 
bring together ſuch a prodigious number of fiſhes 
into his diſciples net, and at another time receive 
that tribute from a fiſh which he was to pay to the 
temple. might eaſily have made himſelf the richeſt 
perſon in the world. Nay, without any money he 
could have maintained an army powerful enough to 
have juſtled Cæſar out of his throne; having oftener 
than once fed ſeverai thouſands with a few loaves and 
{mall fiſhes. But, to ſhew how ſmall eſteem he go 
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pf all the enjoyments in the world, he choſe to live 
in ſo poor and mean a condition, that though the foxes 
had holes, and the birds of the air had neſts, yet he 
awho was lord and heir of all things, had not whereon 
to lay his head. He did not frequem the courts of 
princes, nor affect the acquaintance and converſe of 
great ones; but, beiog reputed the fon of a ca 

*er, he had fiſhermen and ſuch other poor people ſor 
his companions, and lived at ſuch a rate as ſuited 
with the meanneſs of that condition, 

And thus I am brought anawwwes to ſpeak of 
his humility, the laſt branch of the 
divine life; wherein he was a molt His humility, 
eminent pattern to us, that we might | 
learn of bim to be meek and lowly in heart, I ſhall 
not now ſpeak of that infinite condeſcenſion of the e- 
ternal Son of God, in taking our nature upon him; 
but only reflect on our Saviour's lowly and humble 
deportment while he was in the world. He had none 
of thoſe ſins and imperfeQtions which may juſtly hum- 
ble the beſt of men, but he was ſo intirely ſwallow- 
ed up with a deep ſenſe of the infinite perſections of 
God, that he appeared as nothing in his own eyes, I 
mean, ſo far as he was a creature. He conſidered 
thoſe eminent perfections which ſhined in his bleſſed 
foul, not as his own, but the gifts of Cod; and there - 
fore aſſumed nothing to himſelf for them, but with the 
profoundelt humility renounced all pretences to them. 
Hence did he refuſe that ordinary compellation of 
10d maſter, when addreſſed to his human nature, 
dy one who it ſeems was ignorant of his divinity : 
Why calleft thou me good ? there is none good, but 
God only : As if he had ſaid, The goodneſs of any 
creature (and ſuch only thou takeſt me to be) is not 
worthy to be named or taken notice of; it is God a- 
lone who is originally and eſſentially good. He ne- 

ver 
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ver made uſe of his miraculous power (os vanity or 
ollentation. He would not gratify the curioſity of 
the Jeu witn a ſign from heaven, ſome prodigious W$© 
appearance in the air: nor would he follow the ad- 
vice of his countrymen and kindred, who would 
have h:d a'l his works performed in the eyes of 
the world, for gaining him the greater fame, But 
when his charity had prompted him to the relief of il 2 
the miferable, his humility made him many times in- 
Join the concealment of the miracle; and when the 
glory of God, and the deſign for which he came in- . 
to the world, required the publication of them, he 
aſcribeth the honour of all to his Father, telling? 
them, that of himſe!f he was able to do nothing. 

«cannot inſiſt on all the inſtances of humilityin 
his deportment towards men; his withdrawing him 


ſelf when they would have made hin- a king, his ſab- 


a 
7 
/ 
jection, not only to bis bleſſed mother, but to her huſ- I / 
band during his younger years; and his ſubmiſſion to 
all the indignities and affronts which his rude and ma- 
Jicious enemies did put upon him. The hiſtory of his 
holy life, recorded by thoſe who converſed with him, if 7 
is full of ſuch paſſages as theſe. And indeed the ſe- i * 
rious and attentive ſludy of it, is the beſt way to get / 
right meaſures of humility, and all the other parts of Ill / 
religion which I have been endeavouring to deſcribe, Il 7 
But now, that I may leſſen your trouble of read- ll * 
ing a letter, by making ſome pauſes in it, let me 
here ſubjoin a prayer that night be proper when one 
who had formerly entertained ſome falls notions of 
religion, begins to diſcover what it is, 
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2 creatures know of thee, or The * way to ſerve 
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and plaaſe thee ! We talk of religion and pretend un- 
19 it ; but alas ! how few are there that knew and con- 
faer what it means ! How eaſily do we miſtake the 


a „ —. . ——— - 
4 of our nature, and iſſues e, for 
thoſe drome praces which alone can render us accebt- 


at which I oupht to aim. I rejoice to confider what 
in wy ier u capable of, and 


1. 4 thee, Bleſſed be thine Infinite mercy, who ſenteſt 
to Da won Son to dwell among men, and inftrud 
a- em by his example as well as his laws, giving them 


is if 4 e ee O that 
n, he Holy life of the bleſſed Teſus may be always in my 
e- #Pouphts, and before mine eyes, till I receive a deep 
et ſat. and impreſſion of thoſe excellent graces that 


ned Jo emmently in him ; and let me never ceaſe 


my endeavours till That new and divine nature Pre- 

vail in my foul, and Ghrilt be formed within me, 

N D now, my dear feicnd, having diſcovered 
the nature of true religion, before I proceed 

any further, it will not perhaps be 

unfit to fix our meditations a little The excellency 

on. the excellency and advantages and advanta 

of it; that we may be excited to religion. 

the more vigorous and diligent pro 

ſecution of thoſe methods whereby we may attain ſo 

great a felicity, But alas ! what words ſhali we find 


to expreſs that inward ſatis faction, thoſe hidden pleas 
juce. 
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ſures which can never be rightluld&#toda, but b 
thoſe holy ſouls who feel them? A ſtranger inter 
' meddleth not with their joy*. Holineſs is the right 
' temper, the vigorous and healthful conſtitution” 
the ſoul. Its faculties had been formerly enfeebled 
and difordered, ſo that they could not exerciſe thei 
natural functions; it had wearicd itſelf with endlgle 
toſſings and rollings,” and was never able to find any 
reſt: now, that diſtemper being removed, it feels 
itſelf well ; there is a due harmony in its faculties, 
and a ſprightly vigour poſleſſeth every part, The 
underſtanding can diſcera what is good, and the will 
can cleave unto it: the affections are not tied to the 
motions of ſenſe, and the influence of external ob- 
jects; but they are ſtirred by more divine impreſſi. 

ons, are touched by a ſenſe of inviſible things. 
Let us deſcend, if yau pleaſe, into a nearer and 
more particular view of religion in 
The excellency thoſe ſeveral branches of it which 
of divine love, were named before. Let us conſider 
that love and affeQtion where wich 
holy ſouls are united to God, that we may ſee what 
excellency and felicity is involved in it. Love 1s 
that powerful and prevalent paſſion, by which all the 
faculties and inclinations of the ſoul are determined, 
and on which both its perfection and happineſs depend. 
The worth and excellency of a ſoul is to be meaſured 
by the object of its love, He who loveth mean and 
ſordid things, doth thereby become baſe and vile; 
but a noble and well placed affection, doth advance 
and improve the ſpirit unto a conformity with the 
perfections which it loves. The images of theſe do 
frequently preſent themſelves unto the mind, and, by 
a ſecret force and energy, inſinuate into the very con · 
ſtitution of the ſoul, and mould and faſhion it unto 
their own likeneſs. Heng may we fic bow 2 


Prov. xiv, 10. arcrs 
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iends db ſlide into the imitation of the 
ns whom thty affet, and how, even before the 
6 aware, they begin to reſemble them, not only i 
the more conſiderable inſtances of their deportment; 
but alſo their voice a 
Ell their mein and air. 


eſture, and that which w 

certainly we ſhould 
yell tranſcribe the virtues and award beauties of the 
|, if they were the object anchmorive of our love 
But now, as all the creatures we converſe with have 
their mixture and alloy, we are always in hazard to 
be ſullied and corrupted by placing our affection on 
them. Paſſion doth eaſily blind our eyes, fo that we 
firſt approve, and then imitate the things that are 
blameable in them. The true way to improve and 
F. enoble our ſouls, is, by fixing our love on the di- 
vine perfections, that we may have them always be- 
fore us, and derive an impreſhon of them on our. 
ſelves, and beholding, with open face, as in a glaſs 
the glory of the Lord, ue may be changed into the 
ſame image, from glory to glory, He who with a 
generans and holy ambition hath raiſed his eyes to- 
wards that uncreated beauty and goodneſs, and fixed 
his affection there, is quite of another ſpirit, of a 
more excellent and hexojck temper than the reſt of 
the world ; and cannot but infinitely diſdain all mean 
and unworthy things; will not intertain any low or 
baſe thcughts which might diſparage his high and 
noble pretenſions. Love is the greateſt and moſl ex- 
cellent thing we are maſters of ; and therefore it is 
folly and baſeneſs to beſtow it unworthily It is in- 
deed the only thing we can call our own, Other 
of fÞings may be taken from us by violence; but none 
y can rawh aur love. If any thing effe be counted 
. i ovrs. by giving our love we give all, ſo far as we 
make over our hearts and wills, by which we poſſeſs 
our, other enjpypentg, It is not poſſible to refuſe 
g him any thing, to whom by love we have ”— _ 
cle 
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ſelves. Nay, ſince it is the privilege of gifts to re- 
ceive their value from the mind of the giver, and not 
to be meaſured by the event, but by the deſire; he 
who loveth may in ſome ſenſe be ſaid not only to be- 
ſtow all that he hath, but all; things elſe which may 
make the beloved perſon happy, ſince he doth hear - 
tily wiſh them, and would readily give them, ifahey 
were in his power. Ih which fenfe u # that one 
makes bold to ſay, Thet diuime lese doth in am 
ner glue OG] unte limit,, by the ann, e it 
takes in the happineſs au on of Ms navuse. 
But though this may ſeem too ſtrained 4 
ecrtainly love is the worthieſt prefent we can offer 
unto God; and it is extremely debaſed when we be- 
ſtow it another way. | 
When this affegion ® mifphncd, je doth ofegn 
vent it ſelf in ſuch expreſſions as point at its genuine 
and proper object, and inſinuate where it ought to 
placed. The flattering and blaſphemous terms 
of adoration wherein men do ſometimes expreſs theit 
paſſion, are the language of that affection which was 
made and deſigned for God; as he who is accuſtoms 
ed to ſpeak to ſome great perſon, doth perhaps un- 
Awates accoſt another with thoſe titles he was wont 
to give to him, But certainly that paſſion which ac- 


counteth its object a Deity, ought to be beſtowed on 


him who really is ſo, Thoſe unlimited ſubmiſſions, 
Which would debaſe the ſoul if directed ta any othey 
will exalt and cnoble it when placed here; Thoſe 
chains and cords of love are inſinitely more gloriou 
than liberty itſelf; this ſlavery is — 
an the empires in the world. 
Again, As divine love doth advance and ele vate 
the ſoul, ſo it is that alſo which 
The advantages can make it happy. The highelt 


"of divine love. and molt raviiking plcafuces, the 
moſt 
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moſt ſolid and fobſlantial delights, that human 
nature is capable of, are thoſe which ariſe from 
the endearments of a well-placed and ſucceſsful 
affection, That which imbitters love, and makes 
it ordinarily a very trowblefgme agd hurtful paffi- 
on, is, the placing i it on thoſe who have not werrh 
coqugh to deferve it, or aſſection and gratitude to 
requiteꝰ it. or "whoſe -ablcnge may deprive us of 
the-pleaſure of their converſe, or their milerieg oc- 
caſowwur-erauble, - To all theſe evils are they ex- 
hoſc chief and ſupreme affection ia placed 
om orentures like themſelves: but the love of God 
delivers us from the m all. 
Firſt, I ſay, love muſt needs be miſerable, and 
full of trouble and diſquietude, when 
there is not worth and excellency e · The worth of 
though in a 5 object to © 4x the the object. 
vaſtneſs of its capacity, 80 caper 
and violent a paikon cannot bat fret and torment 
the ſpjeic, wheee it finde nat wherewith to datialy 
its crayings. And indeed fo large and unbounded is 
its nature, that it muſt be extremely pinched and 
ſtraitned, when confined to any creature: nothing 
below an infinite good can afford it room to (neagh 
ſelf, aud exert its vigour and activity. What is @ 
little fit deep beauty, or ſome ſmall degrees of 
goodneſs, to match or ſatisfy a paſſion which was 
made for God ; defigned to embrace an infinite good? 
No wonder lovers do ſo hardly ſuffer any rival, 
do nog/defire that athers fheuld apprave their paſſian 
by initgting u They know the ſcantneſs and nar» 
rowneſs of the good which they love, that is caft- 
nat ſuſhoe two, being in cfief tos lietlc for one. 
Hence love which is ſtrong as death, occaſioneth 
Jealouſy which is cruel as the grave; the coals 
whereob 
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wheveef are coals of fe, which. harh 4 wol vielen 
But divine lore hath no mixture ofthis gall, Whes 


once the ſoul is fixed on that ſupreme and all-ſufficient 
good, it finds ſo much perfection and goodneſs, as 
. doth not only anſwer and ſatisfy its aſtection. N 
mafter and overpower it too; it finds all its love to 
be too faint and languid for fuch a noble object, and 
is only lorry that it can command no more. It wiſh- 
es for the flames of a jeraph, and longs for the time 
when it ſhall be wholly melted and diſſolved into 
love; and becauſe it can do fo little itſelf, it deſires 
the aſſiſtance of the whole creation, that angels and 
men would concur with it in. the admiration and love 
of thoſe infinite perfections. 
Again, love is accompanied wich troubles, when 
it miſſeth a ſuitable return of affecti- 
The certainty on. Love is the moſt valuable thing 
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r be beloved we can beſtow ; and by giving it, we . 
1 15 do in effect give all that we have: s 
and therefore it muſt needs be afflicting : 

to find ſo great a gift deſpiſed, that the preſent which g 
one hath made of his whole heart, cannot prevail to 7 
obtain any return. Pecledt laye ig, kind of ſolf. |: 
hacvn, 4 out of our ſelves; it is a or i 
Jona death, — the lover dies to himſe! a 
nd all his own intereſts nothinking of them, nol; | 
aring for them any more,\and minding nothing bull c 
ow he may pleaſe and grazify the party whom h 

| . Thus he is quite uhdone unleſs he mee | Fa 
| Vith reciprocal affection. He nagle&s himſelf, an 1 
the other hath no regard to hi But if he b * 
beloved. he is revived, as it were, and liveth in th th 
out and care of the perſon whom he, loves: and... 
ow he begins to mind his own concerns not {0 hi 
becauſe they are tus, as becauſe the belovetF”-- 


1s 


bim whom their ſoul loveth. And this 


The liſe of God in the foul of man, 27 
T 40 own an intereſt in them. Ne becomes 
und hinfels; beevic his un the Uther. 
But why ſhould I enlarge in ſo known a matter ? 
Nothing can be more clear, than that the happineſs 
of love depends on the return it meets with, And 
herein the divine lover hath unſpeakably the advan» 
tage, having placed his affection on him whoſe na- 
ture is love; whoſe goodneſs is as infinite as his be- 
ing ; whoſe mercy prevented us when we were his 
enemies, therefore cannot chuſe but embrace us when 
we are become his friends. It is utterly impoſſible 
that God ſhould deny his love to a ſoul wholly de- 
voted to him, and which deſires nothing ſo much as 
to ſerve and pleaſe him, He cannot diſdain his own 
image, nor the heart in which it is engraven. Love 
is all the tribute which we can pay him, and it is 
the ſacrifice which he will not deſpiſe. 
Another thing which diſturbs the pleaſure of love, 
and renders it a miſerable and un- 
quiet paſſion, is abſence and ſepara- The preſence 
tion from thoſe we love. It is not of the beloved 
without a ſenſible affliction that friends perſon. 
do part, though for ſome little time. 
It is ſad to be deprived of that ſociety which is ſo de- 
lightfuf; our life becomes tedious, being ſpent in an 
impatient expectation of the happy hour whercio we 
may meet again. But if death have made the ſeparati- 


on, as ſome time or other it mult, this occaſions a griet 
W ſcarce to be parallelled by all the misfortunes of hy + 


man life, and wherein we pay dear enough for the 


W comforts of our friendſhip. But O how happy ate 


thoſe who have placed their love on him who can 
never be abſent from them! They need but open 
their eyes, and they ſhell every where behold the 
traces of his preſence and glory, and converſe with 
makes the 
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1 ſuch a temper of mind! 
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darkeſt. priſon, gs wildeſt defare, nps only ſopy 
but delightlsl ie them. . . - 


In fine, A lover is miſerable if the perſon whoa ; 


* 


he loveth be ſo. They who bag b 
The divine love made an exchange of hearts bit 
makes us partake love, get thereby an intereſt in ond 
an infinite anothers happineſs and miſery Ii 
happineſs. and this makes love a troubleſomeWe; 


paſſion when placed on earth. Then 

molt fortunaze perſon hath grief enough to marr tt 
tranquiſliey of ins frioad; and ot herd ww bel on 
when we aye attacked en ab hands, and fuer met 
in our own perſon, bat in anotherifia 

But if God were the objed of our love, wha 
ſhould ſhare in an infinite happineſs, without ans, 
mixture or poſſibility of diminution 3 we ſhopld re 
joice to behold the glory of God, and receive con 
tort and pleaſure from all the praiſes wherewith me 
and angels do extol him. HI ſhould delight us b 
yond ad expretfien, w conſider, dt the baleurd 
our fou is infmitcly bapps/4n hamfetf, ang ddt all by 
enemies cansot thakc or uncle his thypne ; that o 
God is in the heavens, ans deem, what ſanver be C 
Behold ! on what ſure foundations his happineſſſ 8 
is built, whoſe ſoul is poſſeſſed wich divine wy hi 
whoſe will is transformed into the will of God, ani fo. 
whoſe greateſt defire is, that his maker ſhould 2 
pleaſed. O the peace, the reſt, the ſatisfaction tha 


th; 
What an .infinite pleaſure muſt it needs be, thus %, 


as it were, to Joſe ourſelves in hinſel 
He what loveth and, being ſwallowed up in the 0 
God finds vercoming ſenſe of his goodneſs, uf ane 


fweetneſs in e- offer our jelves a living ſacrifice, al le 


very diſpenſa · ways aſcending unto him in g flaming 
tion. of love! Never doth a foul k no- 
Wal * p 
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what ſolid joy and ſubſtaatial pleaſore is, till, once 
being weary of itlelf, it renounees al propriegy, gives 
on itſelf up unto the author of its being. and feels itſelt 
ae become a hallowed and devoted thing; and can ſay 
from an inward ſenſe and feeling, My beloved is mine, 
once account all his intereſt mine own), and 1 am bis: 
i am content to be any thing for him, aud care not 
omefWfor my ſelf, but that I may ſerve him. A perſon 
Fo moulded into this temper, would find pleaſure in all 
the diſpenſations of: providence. "Temporal-enjoy- 
nents would have another reliſh, when be ſhould 
uſte the divine goodneſs in them, and confider them 
as tokens of love ſent by his deareſt Lord and maker. 
And chaſtiſements, though they be not jsyous but 
ani grie vous, would hereby loſe their ſting: the rod as 
reſhvell as the ſtaff would comfort him: he would fate 
ona kiſs hm the hand that was ſmiting him, and ga- 
either ſweetneſs from that ſeverity, Nay, he would 
rejoice; that though God did not the will of ſuch a 
Iu orthleſs and fooliſh creature as himſelf, yet he did 
aims own will, and accompliſhed his own deſigus, 
ou vhich areinfinitcly more holy and wiſe, 
e The exerciſes of religion. which to others are ia - 
neſi pid and tedious, do yield the 
dove higheſt pleaſure and delight to 7% duties Here - 
aniſſ ſouls poſleſſed with divine love. /igzon are de- 
di They rejoice when they are called /ighr/ul. to him. 
tha io go up to the houſe of the Lord, 

that they may ſee his power and his glory, as they have 
bus formerly ſeen it in hit ſanctuarys, they never think them- 
um ſelves fo happy as when, having retired fromthe world, 
e 0Band gotten tree from the uoiſe and hurry of affairs, 
'» and filenced all their elamorous paſſions, (thoſe trou- 
ali hleſome gueſts within), they have placed themſelves 
ame in the p' etence of God, and entertain teHowthip 
nov 3 2 and 
vie Plat Dill. 2. i 
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and commynion with him. They acht w. "ies 
bis perfeclions, and recount his” favoürs, add wo pro- 
teſt their affection to him, and tel him 4 thouſand 
times that they love him; to lay out their trouble: 
or wants before him, and diſburthen their hearts in 
his boſom. Repentance itſelf is a delightful exerciſe, 
when it floweth from the principle of love: there'is 
a ſecret ſweetneſs which acompanieth thoſe tears of 
remorſe, thofe meltiogs . relentings of a ſoul 
returning unto God, and lamenting its former un- 
kindneſs. 

The ſeverities of a holy life, ard that conſtant 
watch which we are obliged to keep over our hearts 
and Ways, are very troubleſome to Thoſe who are 
only ruled and ated by an external Taw, and have 
TT in their minds Taclining them to the perfor orm- 
ance of their ir doty. But where divine Tove pofſeſſeth 
the Toul, it ſtands as centinel to keep out every thing 
that 3 the” beloved, and 2015 udalnfolh 
repulſe thoſe remprations which aſſault it. It com- 
plicth chearfully, not only with ex icite commands, 
bot 1 ct with ibe et. Necret-Böttscs 07 he beloved) 
pleaſure; and is ingenious 77 —aifebrering” what \ ng what will 
be molt grateful and acceptable unto him. It makes 
mor dincation and ſelf-denial "change their harſh and 


dreadiul names, and become eaſy, ſwegt and de- 


lightful things. 

Bet I find this pars of my letter ſwell bigger thas 
J deligned : (indeed who would not be tempted 10 
dwell op ſo plcsſast a theme) ? 4 ſhall endeavour to 
compeplate it by brevity in the other points 

The next branch of the divine life is an univerſal 
charity and love. The excellency 
of this grace will be eaſily acknow- 


The exceilency 


of charity. ledged. For what can be more 


noble and generous than à heart ialarged io embrace 
the 


J looks their injories, 
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whole wortd, whoſe wiſhes and deſigns are level- 
led at tha good ang welfare of the unjvenſe, which 
(depegb every man's intereſt as ite n? He 
who love th his neighbour as himſelf, can never en - 
tertain any baſe or injurious thought, or be wanting 
in expreſhons of bounty: he had rifther*foffer'a 
thouſand wrongs; than be guilty of one; and never 
accounts himſelf happy, but when fome one or other 
hath been benefited by him. The malice or iogra- 
titude of men is not able to reſiſt his love, he over- 
pities their folly, and over - 
comes their evil with good; and never defigns any 
other revenge againſt his molt bitter and malicious 
enemies, than to put all the obligations he can upon 
them, whether they will or not. Is it any wonder 
that ſuch a perſon be reverenoed and admired, and 
accoumed the darling of mankicd ! This inward 
goodneſs and benignity of ſpirit reflects a certain 
ſweetneſs and ſerenity upon the very countenance, 
nd makes it anuable aud lougly. It inipireth the 
ſoul with a noble reſolution and courage, and makes 
it capable of enterpriſing and effecting the higheſt 
thngs. Thoſe heroick actions which we are wont 
to read with admiration, have for the moſt part been 
the effects of the love of one's country, or of par- 
ticular friendſhips 3 and certainly a more extenſive 
and univerſal. affection muſt be much more powerful 
and em̃cacious. 
Again, as charity flows from a noble and excel. 
lent temper, ſo it is accompanied 75 
with the greateſt ſatisfaction and plea 1 pleaſure 
ſure, It delights the ſoul to feel it- that altendegt. 
ſelf thus enlarged, and to be delivered from thoſe dif- 
quieting as well as deformed paſſions, malice, hatred, 
and envy ; and become gentle. , and benign. Had” 
Lmy choice of all thiags that might tend to my preſent 
B 4 lehcity- 
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felicity, 1 would pitch upon this, to have my heart 
poſſeſſed with the greateſt kindneſs and affection to- 
wards all mengn the ward. I] am ſore this would 
make mexparetke in a the eſs of others; their 
inward endowments, and outward proſperity : ever 
ing that did benefit and advantage them, woul 
ord me comfort and pleaſure. And though I ſho 
equently meet with occaſions of grief and com 
n, yet there is a ſweetneſs in commiſeration, whi 
nakes it infinitely more deſirable than a ſtupid inſen 
ulity : and the conſideration of that infinite goodn 
and wiſdom which governs the world, might repr 
apy exceſſive trouble for particular calamities that 
happen in it: and the hopes or poſſibility of mens at 
ter happineſs, might_moderate, their ſorrow for oh 
preſent misfortunes, Certainly, next to pee 
28d enjoyment of God, that ardemt charity and aff 
wherewith bleſſed ſouls do embggce one an 
ther, is juſtly to be reckoned as the greadelt felicigh] 
| thoſe regions above : and did 3 851 5 
the world, it would anticipate that bleſſe 


make us taſte of tha joy of heaven vps 
That which I named as a third branch *, reigns, 


was purity : Abd you you gay remember I Ceſcribed jt 
in a contempt of ſenſual 
The excellency 


— and reſoluteneſs to under- 
ef purity. go thoſe troubles and pains we may 
meet with in the performance of our duty, Now, 
the naming of this may ſuffice to recommend it as a 
myſt noble and excellent quality. There is no fla- 
very ſo baſe, as that _wheredy's — a 
6 to his own luſts ; nor any viRarv ſo rau, 
as that nich is obtained over them. Never can 


t perſon be < capable of any thin that is noble and 
worthy, N groſs and feculent ꝑlea- 


ures of ſenſe, or — WI .be licht and ar 


1 8 TER gratßcations 
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gratiſications of fancy. But the religious ſoul is of a 
more Teblime and divine temper ; it knows it was 


mide for higher things, and ſcorgs i ſleꝑ aſide one 
dor oat or wwe way of holineſs for the omg 
of theſe. 

And this purity is accompanied with a great deal 
eaſure. Whatſoever defiles the The eliok 
ſoul, diſturbs it too, All i impure 1 4 
delights have a ſting in them, . and and affords. 
; leave f ſmart and trouble behind them, Exceſs and 
intemperance, an and all inordinate Iuſts, . are To much 
enemies to the health of the body, and the intereſts: 
of t rEADD life, that a-Jittle conſideration o might: 
Mdge any rational man to forbear = on = — 1. 


1 = if- the religious 
abſtain from noxious —— — nes 


425 tho t are innocent; this i \ not to be looked 
pon as any Violent and uneaſy. reſtraiat, but as the- 

clic of better ehoice ; that their minds are takeg, 
x1 in the purſuit d{ more ſublim e and reſioed d 


bte, ſo that ike concerned in theſe] 


\ny,perſon that is-ingaged in a violent and paſſionate 
afletion, will eaſily forget his ordinary gratificati; 
ons; will be little curious about his diet, or his b 
tily. caſe, or the divertiſements he was wont to d 
iht in. No wander, then, if ſouls overpowered 
ith divine love, deſpiſe inferior eaſures, and 

almoſt ready to grudge the body its 
ace for the common accommodations 
ing all theſe impertiaent to their main happineſs, a 
thoſe higher enjoyments they are purſaing, As fi 
he . hardſhips they may meet with, they rejò 
hem as opportunities to exerciſe and - teſtify theit 
affe ction: and ſince they are able to do ſo little fo 


1 
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The laſt branch of religion is humility. And 
however to vulgar and carnal eyes 


The excellency this may a = zppear an abject, aſe and 


deſpicable quality ; yet really the 
ſoul of man is 0 of an Rieder and — 
ble endowment, It is a filly ignorance that begets 

ride : but humility ariſes from a nearer acquaint- 
. excellent things: which —.— from 
doating upon trifles, or admiring themſelves, becauſe of 
ſome petty attainments Noble and well edyegred 
ſouls bayc yo Wed sh opinion of niebes, beast). 
ſrength, and other ſuch hike advagtages, 26 to ta- 
lue themſelves for them, or deſpiſe thoſe that want 
them. And as for inward worth, and real goodneſs, 
the ſenſe they have of the divine perfections, makes 
them think” very meanly' of any thing they have bi- 
thereto attained 5 and be ſtill endeavouring to ſur- 


—— - w—_ - —— —äü— 


mqupt themſelyes, and make nearer approaches to 
thoſ: infinite excellencies which they admire. 

& know not whet thoughts people may have of 
humility ; but I ſee almoſt every perſon pretending 
to it, and ſhunning ſuch expreſſions and actions as 
may make them be accounted arrogant and pre ſump- 
tuous; ſo that᷑ thoſe who ate molt delirious of praiſe, 
will be loth to com̃mead themſelves. What are all 
thoſe compliments and mddes of civility, ſo frequent 
1 our ordinary converſe, but ſd- many protellatians 

f the eſteem of others, and the loc thoughts we 
ave of ourſelves ? And mult not that humility be a 
oble and excellent endowment, when the very, ſha+ 


do s of ix are accounted ſo neceſſavy @ part of good 


of humility, 


Again 
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Again, this grace is accompanied with a great deal 
of happineſs and tranquility. "The -, leafare 
proud and arrogant perſon is a trouble 7 
to alf chat converſe with him, but 
molt of all unto himſelf. Every 
thing is enough to vex him ; but 
ſcarce any thing ſufficient to content and pleaſe him, 
He is ready to quarrel with every thing that falls 


out; as he himſelf were ſuch a conſiderable perſon, 
that God Almighty ſhould do every thing to pratify 
him; and all the creatures 2 and earth ſhould 
wait upon him, and obey bis will. The Jeaves of 
high trees do- ſhake with every bla of wind, and 
every breath j every.evil word. will diſquiet and tor- 
ment an arrogant man: but the humble perſon hath 
the advantage, when he is deſpiſed, that none can 
think more meanly of him than he doth of himſelf; 
and therefore he is not troubled at the matter, but 
can ealily bear thoſe reproaches which. wound the 0- 
ther to the foul, And withal, as he he is Jeſs affected 
with -ipjuries, ſo indeed he is Tels. obgoxigys pnio 
them. Contention, which cometh of prid:, betrays 
a man into a thouſand inconveniencies, which thoſe 
of a meck and lowly temper ſeldom meet with. 
Truc and peauine humility begetterh both a venera- 
tem and love among all wile and diſceraing porſong ; 
white pride defeateth its own deſign, and depriveyh 
2 man of that honoar it makes him pretend o. 
But as the chief exerciſes of humility are thoſe 
which relate unto Almighty Cod; ſo theſe are gc- 


and fweetneſs 
of an humble 
temper, 


companied with the greateſt fatisfaQion and {wegt- 
a jos impoſſible to expreſs the great — e 
and delight which religious perſons feel in the Towelt 
proſtrations of their ſoals before God, when, having 
a deep ſenſe of the divine majeſty and glory, they 


fink (if I may fo ſpeak) to the bottom of their beiogs, 
B6 and 
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and vaniſh and diſappear in the preſence of God, by 
a ſerious a ionat 
own nothingneſs, and the ſhortneſs and imperfeQion 
of their attainments; when they underltand the full 
ſcaſe and emphaſis of the Pſalmilt's exclamation, 
Lord what is man ? and can ntter it with the Tame 
affe&ion. Never did any haughty and ambitious per- 
ſon receive the praiſes I of men with ſo 


much pleaſure as the humble and religious do re» 
noũnce them: Not wnto us, — — 
but unto thy name give glory, &c. 

Thus I have ſpoken ſomething of the excellencies 
and advantage of religion in its ſeveral branches; 
but ſhould} be very injuriops to the ſabjeRt, dic E 
pretend to have given avy perſeft account of iy. Let 
ns acquaint our ſelves with it, and experience will teach 
us more than all that ever hath been ſpoken or writ- 
ten Concerning it. 
to be already awakened unto ſome longing deſires af - 
rer ſo great a bleſſedneſs, it will be good to give 


aſpirations as theſe. 


4 RAYA 


00D Cod! what a mighty ſelicity is this to 
which wwe are called] How graciouſly ball thou 
J ined our duty and happineſs together ; and preſcribed 


1hat for our work, the performance whereof is a great 
reward ! And ſhall ſuch filly worms be advanced to 
fo great a height ! wilt thou allow us to raiſe our 
gyes to thee ! Wilt thou admit and aceept our afſettie 


n 1 Shall awe receive the impreſſion of thy divine ex- 
cellencies. by beholding and admiring them, and par- 
take of thy infinite bleſedneſt and glory, by loving 


jhees 


nowledgement of their 


But if we may ſuppoſe the ſoul 


them vent and ſuffer them to iſſue forth ia ſome ſuck - 


F © mr os o« aw = Nama, w . 
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hee, and rejoicing in them! O the happineſs of theſ# 
ouls That have broken the fetters of ſelf-love, and 
Aſintangled their affedtions from every narrow an 

e onad ; whoſe 1 —ꝛ are enligbt.- 
ned by thy Holy Spirit, and their wills enlarged ts 
he extent of thine ; who love thee above all things, 
and all mankind for thy ſake ! I am perſuaded, . 0. 


God, Lan perſuaded, that I can never be e 
till my carnal and corrupt | affeftions be mort1fieay: 


and the pride and vanity of my ſpirit be ſubdued, 


and till I come ſeriouſly to deſpiſe the world, and 


think nothing of Jelf. But © when hall it once 
7 U wen, wilt thou come unto me, and ſatiſy my 
oul with thy likeneſs, making me holy as then art 
holy, even in_all manner of converſation ? Hoa 

thou given me a proſpect of ſo great a felicity, ant 
wilt thou not bring me unto it * Haſt thou excited 
theſe deſires in my ſoul, and wilt tbou not alſo ſatis- 
ly them ? O teach me le de thy will for thou ard 


UL 


my God ; thy Spirit is good, lead me unto the land 
| DG rightneſs. Duicken me, O Lord, for thy name's 
Ae, and perfect that which concerneth me, Thy 


ee 


mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever; forſake not the 
works of thine own hands, 


Have bitherto conſidered wherein true religiow 
doth conſiſt, and how deſi - 
rable a thing it is. But when one theugbt; of ſome 


ſees how infinitely diſtant the com- *. . 
mon temper and frame of men is * l ET 
from it, he may perbaps be ready 5 * Senſe 
to deſpond, and give over, and oo 

think it utterly impoſſible to be attained. _He may 
ft down in Tadnels, and bemoan himſelf, and ſay, in 
the anguiſh and bitternels of his Ipirit, , They are 
« happy indeed whoſe Jouls are awakened 225 the 
— 4 ine 


— 


The deſpondent 
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divine life, who are thus renewed in the ſpirit of 


their minds, But, alas! I. am quite of another 


conſtitution, and am not able to effect fo mighty a 
change. If outward obſervances could have done 
the G5 Libs have hoped to acquit myſelf, 
by diligence and care: but ſince nothing but a new 
nature can ſerve the turn, what am T able to do! 
I'could beſtow all my goods in oblations to God, 
or alms to the poor; but cannot command that 
love and charity, without which this expence 


would profit me nothing. This gift of God can - 


not be purchaſed with money. I a man ſhould 
give all the ſub us hovic "8. 


would utterly be contemned t. I could pine and 
macerate my body, and undergo many hardſhips 


— 


and troubles ; but I cannot get all my corruptions 


arved, nor my affections wholly weaned from 


earthly things : there is (till foe worldly defires 
lurking in my heart ; and thoſe vanities that I have 


ſhut out of the doors, are always petting in by the 


windows. Tam many times convinced of my own 
meanneſs, of the weakneſs of my body, and the 
far greater weakneſs of my fouf ; but this doth 
rather beget indignation and diſcontent, than true 
humility in my ſpirit : though I ſhould come 


to think meanly of my ſelf, yet I cannot endure 
that others ſhould think ſo too, In 2 word, when 
1 aeg el Abrede moſt_ſpeciovs_artain 
ments, I have reaſon to ſuſpect, that they are all 


but the effects of nature, the iſſues of felf-love 


ating under Teveral difguiſes : and this principle 
is Jo powerful and I deeply rooted in me, that! 
can never hope to be delivered from the dominion 
of it, I may toſs and turn as a door on the hin- 


ge but can never get clear off, or be quite ur- 
** hinged 


Ads viii, ae. f Cant. viii. 3. 


— nng wy 
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? hinged of el which. is ſtill the centre of all my 
60 motions. Sg. that All the a vantage I can draw ' 
&« from _telipion, is but to ſee at a 


'om the diſcovery of religion, is 

00 boge ditance —ͤ— 1 I am not able to 
reach: like a man in a ſhipwreck, who diſcerns 
* the land, and envies the happineſs of thoſe who, 
*« are there, but thinks it = for himſelf to 
„ St nos tu 

Thele, I ſay, or ſuch like deſponding thoughts, 
may arile in the minds of thoſe. N 
perſons who begin to conceive The unreaſonable - 
ſomewhat more of the nature neſs of theſe ſearse 
and excellency of religion than 
before. They have ſpied the land, and ſeen that 
it is exceeding good, that it floweth with milk and 
honey: but they find they have the children of A. 
nal to grapple with, many powerful luſts and cor- 
ruptions to evercome_; and they fear they ſhall ne» 
ver prevail againſt them, But why ſhould we Eine 

ou 


way to ſuch diſcouraging ſuggeſtions ? why ſhox 
1 IT EN et 
our ſpirits, and weaken our hands, and apgment the 
difficultie ? Let us encourage ourſelves, 
my dear friepd, let ys encourage ourſelves with thoſe 
mighty aids we are to expect in this ſpiritual war- 
are ; for greater is he that is for us, than all that 
can rile up againſt us: The eternal God 3s our re- 
fige, and underneath are the everlaſling atm“. 
Let. us be flreng in the Lord, and the power of his 
might. for he it is that ſhall tread dewn our ene · 
Mes. . God hath a tender regard unto the ſouls of 
men, and is infinitely willing to promote their wel- 
fare. He hath condeſcended to our weakneſs, and. 
declared with an oath,” that he hath no pleaſure in 


eur deſtruction. There is no ſuch thing as deſpite 
* 


» Deut. xxXii. 27, 
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er envy lodged in the boſom of that ever bleſſed bes 


ing, whoſe name and nature is love. He created us 


at firſt in a happy condition; and now, when we are 
fallen from it, he hath laid help upon one that is 
mighty to ſave*, hath committed the care of our 


fouls to no meaner perſon than the eternal Son. 


of his love. It is he that is the captain of our fal- 
vation; and what enemies can be too ſtrong for us, 


when we are fighting under his banners? Did not the 


Son of God come down. from the boſom of the Fa- 


ther, and pitch his tabernacle amongſt the ſons of 
men, that he might recover and propagate the diene 


life, and. re(tore the image of God in their ſouls? 


All the mighty works which he performed, all the: 
ſad affletions which he. ſuſtained, had this for their 


ſcope and deſign; for this did he labour and tcil, 
for this did he bleed and die: He warwith child, 


be was in pajn, and hath be brought forth nuthing 


but wind? hajh he wrought no deliverance in the 
earth} ? Shall he not ſee of the travail of his foul}? 


Certainly it is impoſſible that this great cantzivance. 
of heaven ſhopld prove abartve, that ſuch a mighty 


undertaking ſhould fail and miſcarry. It hath al- 
ready been effetual for the ſalvation of many thou- 


ſands, who were once as far from the kingdom of 


heaven as we can ſuppole our ſelves to be; and our 
High Prieſt continueth for ever, and is aole to ſave 
them to the uttermaſ that come unto God by him. 
He is tender and compaſſionate ; he knoweth our if. 
firmities, and had experience of our temptatioos: A 
bruiſed reed will he not break, and ſmoaking flax 
will he not quench, till he ſend forth judgment un- 
to victory. He hath ſent gut his Holy Spirit, 


whoſe ſweet, but powerful breathings are (till moying 
or 


* Pfal. IXxIix. 19. | + Ib. liii. 11. f 99 Mat. xii 30. 
+ II. xxvi, 16. Heb, vii 24. 25. 
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er down in the world, to quicken and revive the 
ouls of men, and awaken them unto the ſenſe and 
feeling of thoſe divine things for which they were 


made ; and is ready to aſſill ſuch weak and Tanguiſh- 
ing creatures as We are, in our eſſays towards holi- 
nels and Felicity ; and when once it hath taken hold 
of a ſoul, and kindled in it the e ſmalleſt park of di- 
vine love, it will be ſure to preſerve and and od. and 
bring it forth into a flame, which many waters ſhall 
= t quench, neither ſhall the floods be able to drown 

whenerer this day begins to dawn, and the 


p Fi arije in the heart f, it will caſily diſpel 
af — 


the powers of darkneſs, and make 1 | 
— and ſelfiſh affęctions of 
man, flee away as faſt before it as the ſhades of 
night when the ſun cometh out of his chambers : : for 


the path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, u * 


ſpineth more and more unte the perfect day t. They 
Hall go on — to 5 terſe db. Tho 
of them « „ appear before God in E ion]. 


Why ſhould we think it impuEble, that tree goods 
nefs and univerſal love mould ever come to way 
and prevail in our ſouls ? Js not this their primitive 
ſtate and condition, their native and genuine conſtitu- 
tion as they came firſt from the hands of their maker? 
Sin and corruption are but uſurpers; and though 
they have long kept the poſſeſſion, yet from the be- 
ginrinv it ua net ſo, That inordinate felf-love 

which one would think were rooted in our very being, 
and enterwoven with the conſtitution of our nature, 
is nevertheleſs of foreign extraction, and had no 
place at all in the ſtate of integrity, We have (till 
ſo much reaſon left as to condemn it. Our under- 


landing: are ealily convinced, that we ought to — 
wholly 


„ Cant. vill. 7. Prov. iv. 18. 


f a Pet. i. 19 ; { Pf. Uxxiv. 7. 
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wholly devoted to him from whom we have our 


being, apd to lave him infinitely more than outfetves, 


who is inſimitely better than we; and our wills would 


readily comply with this, if. they were not diſorder- 
ed and put out of tune. And is not he who made 
our ſouls, able to rectify and megd them again, Shall 
we not be able, by his aſſiſtance, to vanquiſi and ex- 
pel thoſe violent intruders, and turn unto. flight the 
armies of the aliens * ? Ws 4b 

Wo ſooner ſhajl we uke up abs in dis hay 

t we ſnall have all the ſaints on earth, and all th 
angels in heaven engaged on our party, The ho 
Burch throughout the world is daily interceeding 
ith God for the ſucceſs of all ſuch endeavours. A 
oubtleſs thoſe heavenly hoſts above are nearly con- 
rned in the intereſts" of religion, and inſinitely de- 
rous to ſee the divine life thriving and prevailing 9 


is inferior world; and that he will of God may 
done by us on earth, as it is dane by themſelves i 
eaven, And may we not then encourage ourſelves,, 
the Prophet: did his ſervant, whethe ſhewed him 
the horſes and chariots of fire, Fear not, for they 
2 be with w, are more then they that be again 
& f. 
Away then with all perplexing fears and-deſpond- 
ing thoughts, To undertake vis 
We muſt do * i rely confidently on the 
what aue can, divine athitance, is more than half 
and depend n. the conqueit. Let us ariſe, and 
the divine af- be doing, and the Lord will be ewith 
Sftance. u . It is true, religion in the 
ſouls of men is the immediate work of God ; and a 
- our natural endeavours can neither produce it alone, 
nor merit thoſe ſupernatural aidg'by which it-mult be 
wrought : the Holy Gho mult come upon us, and 
1 — 
* Heb xi. 34. 1 2 Kings vi. 36.17, fi Chron, xxii. 16. 
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the Pawer of the Hipheſt mult overſhadow us, be- 
— tha holy thing can be begotten, and Chrilt be 
ormed in us. But yet we mult not enge thag this 


whole work ſhould be done without any concurring 
endeavours of our own : we mult not he Jonering 10 
the diteh, and wait till omnipotence pul 

thence, No, no; we muſt beſtir ourſelves, and a- 
Auate thole powers which we have already received: 
we muſt put forth ourſelves to our utmoſt capacities, 
and then we may hope *thatwxr:. labour hall nat be 
in vain_in the Lords. All the art and LT 
man cannot form the fmalleſt herb, or make a ſta 
of corn to grow in the field : it is the encrgy of nay 
ture, and the influences of heaven, which produce thi 
effect; it is God whos cauſeth the graſr to grow, an 
herb /or the ſervice of man ||: and yet no body wi 
fay, that the Jabours of the huſbandman are uſcle 
or unneceſſary, 80 likewiſe-the human ſoo! is im- 
mediately created by God; it. is he who. both form» 


— — — — — — — — ___—_— 


up the thorns}, that ſo we may be more ready to re- 
ceive the ſeeds of grace, and the dew of heaven. It 


is true, God hath been found of ſome who ſought 
him not; he hath caſt himſelf-ip their way, who were 
quite ant gf his; he hath laid hold upon them, and 
ſtopt their courſe on a ſudden_: for ſo was St. Paul 
converted in his journey to Damaſcus. But certaigs 
ly this is not God's ordinary method of dealing with 
men. Though he hath not tied himſelf to means, 


A yet 


1 Cor. xv. 58, I Pal. civ. 14, ] Jer. iv. 3. 
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yet he hath. tied us to the uſe of them ; and we have 
never more reaſon. to expect the divine aſſiſtance, 


than when we are doing our utmolt endeavours, It 
(Mall therefore be my next work, to ſhew what courſe 
we ought to take for attaining that bleſſed remper I 
have. hitherto deſcribed. © But he, if, in delivering 
my own thoughts, I ſhall chance to differ from what 
ie or may be ſaid by others in this matter, I would 
not be thought to contradi and oppoſe them, more 
than phyſicians do hen they preſcribe ſeveral reme- 
dies for the fame diſeaſe; which perhaps are all ufe. 
ful and good, Every one may propoſe the method 
he judges moſt proper and convenient; but he doth not. 
thereby pretend that the cure can never be effect - 
ed, unleſs that be exactly obſerved. I doubt it hath 
occahoned much unneceſſary diſquietude to ſome holy 
perſons, that they have not found ſuch a regular and 
orderly tranſaction in their ſouls, as they. have ſeen 
deſcribed in books : that they have not paſſed through 
all thoſe ſteps and ſtages of converſion, which ſome. 
(who perhaps have felt them in themſelves) have too 
peremptorily preſcribed unto others. God hath ſe - 
veral ways of dealing with the ſouls of men; and it 
ſufficeth if the work be accompliſhed, whatever the 
methods have been. 
+ Aggin, Though, is. propoſing dizeGions, E muſt 
follow that order which the nature of things ſhall lead 
; yet I do not'mean that the ſame method ſhould: 
ſo punctually obſerved.in the practice. as if the lats, 
r. rules were never to be heeded, till ſome conſi - 
rable time have been ſpent in ptactiſing the former, 
The directions I intend are mutualty-conducive one 
another; and are all to be performed as _— 


ive, and we find ourlelves enabled to. perfor 


Bat 


2 . 07 a _— AL = kh 


mn = Minn ad nf 


R „ te 7 er LE 
- * 


The life of God in the foul of man. 45 


But now, that I may detain you no longer, if we de- 
fire to have our ſouls moulded to this W 
holy frame, to become partakers of % muſt ſhun 
the divine nature, and have Chrilt all manner of 
formed in our hearts, we mult ſeri- "> 
ouſly refolyve, and endeavour to avoid and abandon 
all vitious and ſinful practices. There can be no 
treaty of peace, till once we lay down theſe wea- 
pous of rebellion wherewith we fight againſt heaven: 


not can we expect to have our diftempers cured, if 
we be daily feeding on poiſon, Every wilfu] fin 


gives a mortal wound to the foul, and puts it at a 


greater diltance from God and goodpels : and we 
can never hope to have our hearts purified from cor- 
rupt affections, unleſs we cleanſe our hands from vi- 


tious actions. Now in this caſe, we cannot excuſe 


ourſelves by the pretence of impoſſibility ; for ſure 
our outward man is ſome way in our power; we 
have ſome command of our feet, and hands, and 
tongue, nay and of our thoughts and fancies too ; at 


lealt ſo far as to divert them from impure and ſinful 


objects, and to turn our mind another way: and we 
ſhould find this power and authority much ſtrength- 
ened and advanced, if we were careful to manage 
and excerciſe it. In the mean while, # acknowledge 
our corruptions are ſo ſtrong, and our temptations fo 
many, that it will requice a great deal of (tedfaſtneſs 
and reſolation, of watchfulneſs and eare, to preſeree 


outſelves, even in this degree of innocence and py 


rity, | 

1 ſirſt. Let us inform ourſelves well, what 
thoſe fins are from which we ought We nut þ 3 
to abſtain. - And here we mult not ; a x "7 
take our meaſures from the maxims derte. *** 
ot the world, or the practices of ave /anjad. 5 
thoſe whom in charity we account good men. Moſt 
people 
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people have very light apprehenſions of theſe things, 
and are not ſenſible of any fault, unleſs it be groſs 
and flagitious ; and ſcarce reckon any ſo great as that 
which they call preciſeneſs : and thoſe who are more 
ſerious, do many times allow themſelves too great la- 
aitude and freedom, Alas ! how much pride and 
vanity, and paſſion and humour, how much weak- 
neſs and folly, and fin, doth every day ſhow itſelf 
in their converſe and behaviour? It may be they are 
humbled for it, and ſtriving againſt it, and are daily gain» 
ing ſome ground ; but then the progreſs is ſo ſmall, 
and their failings ſo many, that we had need to chuſe 
an exacter pattern. Every one of us muſt anſwer for 
himſelf, and the practices of others will never war- 
rant and ſecure us. It is the higheſt folly to regu· 
7 late our actions by any other ſtandard than that by 
which they mult be judged, If ever we would cleauſe 
our way, it muſt be by taking heed thereto accor- 
ding to the word of God *. And that word which 
is quick and powerful, and ſharper than any two+ 
edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder 
of /oul and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a.diſcerner of the thoughtr and intents of the 
heart J, will certainly diſcover many thiags to be ſin- 
ful and heinous which paſs for yegy innocent in the 
eyes of the world. Let us therefore imitate the 
Plalmiſt, who faith Concerning the works of men, 
"by the words of thy lips, I have kept myſelſ from the 
paths of the deſtroyerr. Let us acquaint ourſelves 
well with the ſtrict and- holy laws of our religion, 
Let us confider the diſcourſes of our bleſſed Saviour 
(eſpecially that divine ſermon an the mount), and the 
writings of his holy apoltles ; where an i 

and unbiaſſed mind may clearly diſcern thoſe limits 
and bounds by which our actions ought to be conſin- 
ed 
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ed. And then let us never look upon any fin as 
light and iaconſiderable; but be fully perſwaded, that 
the ſmalleſt is infinitely heinous in the fight of God, 
and prejudicial to the ſouls of men; and that if we 
had the right ſenſe of things, we ſhould be as deeply 
affected with. the lealt irregularities, as now we are 


with the greateſt crimes, 
But now, amongſt thoſe things which we diſcover 


— 


to be Tinful, there willbe fome unto ½ „ff 70 


which, through the diſpoſition_of the temptation 
gur_nature, of long cuſtom, or the ,, % 5 _ 
endearments of pleaſure, we are ſo dering 1 * ͤ1˖ 
much wedded, that it will be like they will drany 


cutting off the right hand, or pul- 
2 — an Us, 


ng out the right eye, to abandon 
hem, 


— 


t But muſt we therefore fit down, and wait 


—— — 


Let us ſuppoſe the worſſ, that we are utterly de- 
ſtitute of any ſupernatural principle, and want that 
taſte by which we ſhould diſcern and abhore perverſe 
things ; yet ſure we are capable ot ſome conſidera- 
tions which may be of force to perſwade us to this 
reformation of our lives. If the inward dgformity 
and henious nature of fin cannot affect us, at leaſt 
we may be frighted by thoſe dreadful con ſequences 
that attend it. That ſame ſelfiſn principle which 
puſheth us forward unto the purſuit of ſinful pleaſures, 


will make us loth to buy them at the rate of ever- 
laiting 


- 


as Thelife of God in the foul of man. 
laſting miſery, Thus we may encounter felſ-loye 
with its own weapons, and employ one natural incli- 
nation for -repreſhng the exorbitancies of another, 
Let us therefore accuſtom ourſelves to conſider ſeti- 
* ouſly, what a fearful thing it muſt needs be,” to ir- 

ritate and offend that infinite being on whom we hang 
and depend every moment; who needs but to with · 

draw his mercics to make ug miſcrable, or e. 

ance to make us nothing, Let us frequently re. 
member the ſhortnels and uncertainty of our lives; 
and how that, after we have taken a few turns mote 


and impartial judge of the world, to render an exatt 
_ account, not only of its more important and conſider- 
able tranſaQions, but of every word that the tongue 
th uttered, and the ſwifteſt and moſt ſecret thought 
that ever pafſed through the mi 43 12 
times repreſeat unto ourſelves the terror ot that dread- 
* ay, when the foundation of the carth_ſhall dation of the carth ſhall be 
en, and the heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
rioiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat“, 
and the preſent frame of nature be diffolved, and 
ar-eyes ſhall ſee the bleſſed Jeſus, (Who came once 
into the world in all humility to viſit us, to purchaſe 
pardon for us, and be ſeech us to accept of > gg 
appeafing in the majeſty of his glory, and | deſcending 
from heaven in A flaming hire, to take ve ge. on 
thoſe that have deſpiſed his mercy, and perſiſted in 


rebellion againſt him ; when all the hidden things of 
darkacſs ſhall be Brought to Tight, and the — 
* VE 0 


Pet. iii. 10. 
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of the heart ſhall be made manifeſt“; when thoſe ſe · 
cret_impurities and Tubtle Trauds whereof the werld 
did never ſuſpe& us. ſhall be expoſed and Lid open 
to publick view, and many thouſand actions which 
we never dreamed to be finfull, or elle had altoge- 
ther forgorten, ſhall be charged home upon gur con» 
ſciences with ſuch evident convictions of guilt, that 
we ſhall be neither able to deny nor excuſe them, 
Then ſhall all the angels in heaven, and all the faints 
that ever, lived on the earth, approve that dreadful 
ſentence which ſhall be paſſed on wicked men, amd 
thofe who perhaps did love and eſteem them whon 
they lived in the world, ſall lack upon them with 
iodigostion and abhorrence, and never make one 
requoſt ſor their deliverance. Let us conſider the 
eternal puniſhments of damned ſouls; which are 
ſhadowed forth in ſcripture by metaphors taken from 
thoſe things that are moſt terrible and grievous in 
the world, and yet all do rot ſuffice to convey unto 
our minds any full apprehenſions of them. When 
we have joined together the importance of all thefe 
expreſſions, and added unto them whatever our fancy 
can conceive of mitery and torment, we mult {til} re- 
member, that all this comes infinitely ſhort of the 
truth and reality of the thing. 

It is true, this is a ſad and melancholy ſubject; 
there is anguiſh and horror in the conſideration of it: 
but ſure it muſt be infinitely more dreadful ro endure 
it; and ſuch thoughts as theſe may be very uſeful 
to fright us from the courſes that would lead us thi- 
ther, How fond ſoever we may be of ſinful plea» 
ſures the fear of hell would make us abſtain. Our 
molt forward inclinations will ſtartle and give back, 
when preſſed with that queſtion in the prophet, Ho 
amongſt us can dwell with everlaſting burning t? 

C 


To 
* x Cor, iv. 1. IIa. xxxii. 14. 
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To this very pus poſe it is that the terrors of ag 
etker world are ſo frequently repreſented d hol 


weit, and that in ſuch terms as are moſt proper to af. 


fect and influence a carnal mind I hefe fears can 
never ſufhce to make any perſon truely good: but 
certainly they may reftrain us from much evil, and 
have often made way for more ingenuous and kindly 
impreſſions. | 


But it will not ſuffice to conſider theſe things once 


and again nor to form fome 


We muſt leb a con- 

Je 4 con reſolutions of abanconing our 

flant waich over 8 | 
fins, unleſs we maintain a cone 

ourſelves. 


[tant guard. and be continually 
watching againſt them Sometimes the mind 1s a- 
wakened to fee the diſmal conſequences of a vitious 
lite; and ſtraight we are relulved to reform : bat 
alas ! it preſently falleth aflcep, and we loſe that 
proſpect which we had of things; and then tempta- 
tions take the advantzge 3 they ſolicit and import ne 
us continually, and ſo do frequently engage our c n 
ſent before we are aware. It is the folly and un 
of moſt people, to live at adventure, and take part 
in every thing that comes in their way; ſeldom 
conſidering what they are about to fay or do. If 
we would have our reſolutions take effect, we muſt 
take heed unto our ways, and ſet a watch before 
the door of our lips, and examine the motions that 
ariſe in our hearts. and cauſe them to tell us whence 
they co ne and whether they go; whether it be pride 
or jaſhon, or any corrupt and vitious humour that 
prompteth us to any deſign, and whether God will 
be offended, or any body harmed by it. And if we 
have no time for long reaſonings, let us at leaft turn 
our eyes towards God, and place ourlelves in his 
preſence, to aſk his leave and approvation for what 


we do; let us conſider ourſelves under the all- ſeeing 
cye 
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e of that divine Majeſty, as in the midi of an in- 
ite glode of light which compaſſeth us about both 


hind and before, and pierceth to the innermoſt 


orners of our ſoul. The fen ard remembrance of - 
xe divine preſcnce, is the moſt ready and effetoat 
ans, both to aiſcorer what is unlawful, and ro 
elrain us from it. There are ſome things a per- 
on could make ſhift to palliate or defend, and yet he 
ares nor look almighty God in the face and adven- 
ure upon them, If we look unto him, ws ſhall be 
phtened : if we ſet him always before us, he will 
uide us by his ee. and inftrudt us in the Uay 
herein aue ought to walk 
his care and watchfulneſs over our actions muſt 
e ſeconded by frequent and ſe- 
ous reflexions upen them, not 
nly th 1t we may obtain the di- 
ne mercy and pardon for our fins, by an humble 
d ſorrowful acknowledgment of them; but alſo 
hat we may gemforge and ſtrengthen our reſolutions, 
ad learn to dechne or reſiſt the temptations by which 
e have been formerly foiled. It is an advice wor- 
hy of a Chriſtian, though. it did firſt drop from a 
eathen pen, That before we betake ourſelves to 
eſt, we review and examine all the paſſages of the 
lay, that we may have the comfort of what we have 
one aright, and may redreſs what we find to have 
een amiſs, and make the ſhipwrecks of one day be 
marks to direct our courſe in another. This may 
e called the very art of virtuous living, and would 
ontribute wonderfully to advance our reformation, 
1 preſerve our innocency. But withal we muſt not 
orget to implore the divine aſſiſtance, eſpecially a- 
znſt thoſe ſins that do moſt ealily beſet us. And 
hough it be ſuppoſed that our hearts are not yet 
moulded into that ſp.ritual frame which ſhould reader 
C2 our 


7 


We muſt eſten exe 


amine our ations, 
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eur devotions acceptable; yet methinks ſuch conf: 
derations as have been propoſed to deter us from 
fin, may alſo ſtir us up to ſome natural ſeriouſneſs, 


— ® 


and make our prayers-againſt it as earneſt, ar leaſt, iſ 
as they are wont to be againſt other calamities, and 
I doubt not but God, who heareth the eay of the 6 
wem, will have ſome regard even to ſuch petitions / 
as proceed from thoſe natural paſhons which himſelf o 
hath implanted in us. Beſides that thoſe prayers 2. bi 


gainſt ſin. will be powerful engagements on our. I 
ſelves to excite us to watchfulneſs and care: and in 
common ingenuity will make us aſhamed to relapſe I tc 
into thoſe faults which we have lately bewailed be- 
fore God, and ?gainſt which we have begged his al. I fr 
fiſtance. | th 
Thus are we to make the firſt eſſay for recovering I 0! 
the divine life, by reſtraining the * 
Tt is fit to refrain natural inclinations that they 20 
our ſelves in many break not out into ſinful practices V 
lawſul things, But naw 1 muſt add, that chri- I Pe 
{tian prudence will teach us to 
abſtain from gratiſications that are not ſimply unlaw- Is 
ful; and that, not only that we may ſecure our in- cl; 
nocence which would be in continual hazard if wel ® 
ſhould (train our liberty io the utmoſt pornt, but alſeſ % 
that hereby we may weaken the forces of nature} V' 
and teach our appetites to obey, Vie muit de wig 
ourſekves, as prodent parents with their children 
who ciols their wills in many little indifft rent things IN Pl 
make them manageable and ſubnuſſive in mot} 40 
onliderable inſtances He who would mortify i 
ride and vanity of his ſparit, ſnonld ttop his cars u 
he molt deſerved prartes and ſometimes turbear Ins 
juſt vindication trom the cehſures and afſpet(ic.ns of 
= . clpecially if they reffect only upon his pn 
ence and conduct, and not oh bis virtuc and if 
noccace 
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„  gocenee. He who would check a revengeful humour, 
„g. would do well to deny himſelf the ſatisfacticn of re- 
om pre ſenting anto others the injurics which he hath 
Jo F tained. And if we would fo take heed to our 
oft, ways, that we fin not with our tongue, we mult ac- 
nd coſtom ourſelves much to felravc amd ſilence; and 
+ ſametimgs, with the. Plalmilt, held our peace ever 
ons /m good, till once we have gotten ſome command 
elf over that unruly member. Thus, I ſay, we may 
a. © bind op our natural inclinations, and make our ap- 
ur · petites more moderate in their cravings, by accuſtom- 
and ing them to frequent refuſals. But it is not enough 
ple © to have them under violence and reſtraint. 
be. Our next eſſay muſt be, to wean our affections 
af. from created things, and all 

the delighrs and entertainments Ve muſt ſtrive to put 
ing ol the lower life, which fink. curſeltes out of love 
we and depreſs the ſouls of mer, uit the world. 
bey and retard their motions to- 
ces} wards God and heaven. And this we muſt do by 
iti · poſſe fling our minds with a deep perſuaſion of the 
to] Fanity and emptineſs of worldly enjoyments. This 
: is an ordinary theme, and every body can make de- 
in- clamations upon it, But alas | how few underſtand 
weld =d believe what they ſay ? Theſe notions float in 
ilſo our brains, and come ſliding off cur tongues 3 but 

ve hav: no deep impreſſion of them on our ſpirits ; 
al wc feel not the truth which we pretend to believe. 
ee can tell that all the glory and ſplendor, all the 
plealures and enjoy ments of the world, are vanity 
oth} 82d nothing; and yet theſe nothings take up all our 
reſto vhs, and ingrofs all our affeftions : they ſtifle 
tu the better inclinations of,oar ſoul, and inveigle us 
oy into many a fin, It may be, in a ſober mood, we 
ie them whe flight, asd teſolve ty be no longer de- 
Judd with them: but theſe thoughts icluum outſive 
. C3 | ihe 
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the next temptation ; the vanities which we have ſhy 
out at the door, get in at a poſtern. There ar, 
{til} ſome pretenſions, ſome hopes that flatter us 
and after we have been ſruſtrated a thouſand tim 
we mult continually be repeating the experiment 
The leaſt difigrences, of circumſtances is enough 
delade us, and make us expect that ſatisf. Aion 
one thing which we have milled ia anothet. By 


could we once get clearly off, and come to are 


and ferions contempt of worſdly things, this were 
a very conſiderable advancement in our way. The 


foul of man is of a vigorous and active nature, and 
hath in it @- raging and unextinguiſhatie thirſt, 
immaterial kind of fire, always catching at ſome ob 
je& or other, in conjunction wherewith it thinks ti 
be happy: and were it once rent from the world 
and all the, bewitching enjoyments under the ſup, i 
would quickly fearch after ſome higher and more 
excellent object, to fatisfy its ardent and i importu 
nate cravings 3 and being no longer dazzled wit 
glittering vanities, would fix on that ſupreme and 
all ſuflicient good, where it would diſcover fuch 
beauty and {weetneſs, as would charm and overpower 
all its aſtections Ihe love of the world, and the 
lore of God, are like the ſcalcs of a balance; as the 
one falleth, the othet doth rife, When our natural 
inclinations p: ofper, and the creature 15 ce a 
our ſoul, rcRgion is faint, and doth lapguiſh: 
when eaithly objects wither away, and lole nd 


beauty, and the "foul begins to cool and flag in its 
proſecution of them, then the ſeeds of grace take 


root, and the divine life begins to flouriſh* and pre- 
vail It doth therefore nearly concern vs, to convince 
ourſelves uf the emptineſs and vanity of creature en— 
joyments, and reaſon our heart out of love with 
them. Let vs ſeriouſly contider all that our reafon, 

or 
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or our faith, our own expericnce, or the obſervatioa 
of others, can ſuggeſt to this effect; let us ponder 
© US the matter over and over, and fix our thoughts on 
TY this truth till we become really perſuaded of . A- 
. midſt all our purſuits and deſigos, let us ſtop, and 
alic ourſelves, For what end is all this? At what 
eo 1 aim ? Can the grofs and muddy pleaſures of 
00 kenſe. or a heap of white and yeilow earth, or the 
eſteem and affection of filly creatures like myſelf, 
LY ſatisfy a rational and immortal {oul ? Have I not 
rid theſe things already? will they have a higher 

J rehſh, and yield me more contentment to-morrow 
than yeſterday, or the next year than they did the 
lt? There may be ſome 12 difference betwixt 
that which | am now purſuing, and that which I 


1 enjoyed before: but ſure my former cr;oyments did 
* ſhew as pleaſant, and promile as fair before I attain« 
0 ed them. Like the rainbow, they looked very glori - 
„e # a diftance ; but when T approached | found 
oo nothing Bar emptinets and vapour. O what a poor 


thing would the life of man be, if it were capable of 
ch o higher enjoyments ! | | 
, Fcanngt daft on this ſabjet ; ant there is the 
ks need, when remember to whom I am writing, 
Tes. my dear Odd. you have had as great experts 
tnce of the emptineks and vanity of human thingy 
and have at preſent as few worldly enjoyments as 
iny that I know. I have. ſometimes reflected * 
thole paſſages of ycur life wHerc with you have be 
3 leated to acquaint me: aud methinks, through al 
can dilcern a deſign of the divine provicence „ 
can ypur aſectioas from cxgay ing here bete 
The trials you have had of thule things which the 
world doats upon, have taught you to deſpite them : 
n and you have found, by experience. that renaher the 
eadawments of nature, nor the advantages of fortune, 
G4 | ate 
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are ſufficient for happineſs ; that every roſe hath its 
3 and Rare on g be 4 vofff 27 l foct. N the 
faireſt gourd ; ſome ſecret and undiſcerned rief, 
' Which may make a perſon deſerve the pity of thoſe 
who pechaps do admire or envy their ſuppoſed fe- 
licity. If any earthly comforts have got too much 
of your heart, 1 think they have been your relation: 
and friends : end the deareſt of theſe are removed 
out of the world : ſo that you muſt raiſe your mind 
towards heaven, when you would think upon them, 
Thus God hath provided, that your heart may be 
looſed from the world ; and that he may not have 
any rival in your affcQion. which 1 have always oh- 
ſerved to be ſo large and unbounded, ſo noble and 
diſintereſted, that no inferior object can anſwer or 


deſerve it. 4 

When we haye got our corruptions reſtrained, and 

our natural appetites and inclina- 

ws maſt do F tions 1 things in 

ſe 2 ſome meaſure ſubdued, we mult 

e ere Mad proceed to ſuch exerciſes as have 
commanded. 


a more immediate tendency to 
excite and awaken the divine life, And, firſt, Let 
us eudeav our conſcientiouſly to perform thoſe duties 
which religion doth iequire, and whereunto it would 
iacline us if it did prevail in our ſouls. If we can- 
not get our inward diſpoſition preſently changed, let 
us ſtudy at leaſt to regulate our outward deportment, 
If our hearts be not yet inflamed with divine love, 
let us however own our allegiance to that infinite 
Majeſty, by attending his ſervice, and liſtening to 
his word; by ſpeaking reverently of his name, and 
prailing his goodneſs ; and exhorting others to ſerve 
and obey him. If we want that charity, and thoſe 
boweis of compaſſion which we ought to have to- 
wards our neighbours; yet muſt we not omit any 
occafon 


modeit and humble deporement. Theſe external 
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occaſion of doing them good. M ovr hearts be 
hauphity am proud, we muſt nevertheleſs fiody a 


performances are of little value in themſelves, yet 
may they help us forward to better things. The 
Apoſtle indeed telleth us, that bodity exerciſe profit- 
eth little: but he ſeems not to affirm that it is alto- 
gether uſclels. It is always good to do what we can: 
for then God is wont to pity our weakneſs, and aſſiſt 
our feeble endeavours : and when true cherity and 
humility, and other graces of the divine ſpirit, con e 
to take root in our fouls, they will exert themſelves 
more freely. and with leſs difficulty, if we have before 
been accuſtomed to expreſs them in our outward 
converſations. Nor need we fear the imputation 
of hypocriſy. though our actions do thus ſomewhat 
outrun our affedtions; ſecing they do ſtiſl proceed 
from a ſenſe of our duty; and our deſign is not to 
appear better than we are, but that we may really 
become ſo. 

But as inward acts have a more immediate influ- 
ence on the ſoul, to mould it to a „%, „ : 
right temper and frame: ſo ought mn 
e to be moſt frequent and ſedulous 
in the exerciſe of them Let us be 
oiten liſting up our hearts towards 
God; and if we do not ſay that we 
love him above all things, let us at Icaſt acknowledge 
that it is our duty, and would be our happineſs ſo to 
do. Let es lament the dithonevr dene vo bim by 
fooliſh and fintol! amen, and applaud the praiſes 
and adorations thiat are given hun by that bleſſe d 
and glorious company above Let us revgn and 
yield ourſelves up unto him a thouſand times, to 
be governed by his laws, and diſpoſed of at bis 


pleaſure, And though our ſtubborn hearts ſhould 
5 ſtare 
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ſtart back, and refuſe ; yet let us tell him we are 
convinced that his will is always juſt and good ; and 
theretore deſire him to do with us whatſoever he 
plealeth, whether we will or not fo, for be) 
gettag in us 2 univerſal charity rds men, wg 
guſt be frequently puttiag vp wiſhes for their happit 
= and blefling every "perſon that we ſce ; and, 

hen we have done any thing for the reliet of the mi- 
\ feroble, we may ſecond it with earneſt deſires that 
Cod would take cage of them, and deliver them out 
bf all their diſtreſias | 

1 hus ſhould we exerciſe ourſclves unto godlineſe. 
And when we are employing the powers that we have, 
the ſpirit of Gol is wont to fircke m. and elevate 
theſe acts of our ſoul beyond the pitch of nature, and 
give them a divine impreſſion: ard, after the fle- 
quent reiteration of theſe, we ſhall find ourſelves 
more inclined unto them, they flowing with greater 
freedom and cafe, 

1 thall mention but two other means for begeting 
that holy and divine temper of ſpi- 
rit which is the ſubjcct of the per- 
ſent diſcourſe. Ard the firlt is, a 
deep and ſerious conſideration of 
the truths of our religion; and that both as to the 
ecrtainty, and importance of them, The aſſent 
which is ordinarly given to divine truths is very faint 
and languid, vos weak and ineffedtes}; flowing en 
from a blind inclination to fallow thr relipion which 
is faſhion. or a lazy inditterency and urconcerngd- 
neſs whether things be ſo or not. Men are unwilling 
to quartel with the religion of their country; and ſince 
all their neighbours are Chriſlians, they are content 
to be ſo too: but they are ſeldom at the pairs to 
conſider the evidences of thoſe truths, or to ponder 
the importance and iendency of them: ard thence it 

is 
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is that they have ſo lite influence on their affeRi- 
ons and practice, Theſe /piritleſs and paralytick 
ihaughts (as one doth rightly term them) are not 
able to more the will, and direct the hand Me 


' muſt therefore endearour to work up our minds to a 
ſetious belief and full perſaaGon- of vit truths unto 
'a ſen'e and feeling of ſpiritual things. Our thoughts 
' mult dwell upon them, till we be both convinced of 


them. and deeply affected with them Let us ue 


forward our ſpirits, and make them approach the 
inviſible world; and ſix our minds upon in- material 


things, till we cleatly percerze that theſe arc po 
dreams ney that ali tungs are dreams and ſhadows 
belides them When we look about us, and behold 
the beauty and magniſicence of this goodly frame, 
the order and harmony of the whole creation; let 
our thoughts from thence take their flight towards 
that omnipotent wiſdom and goodneſs which did at 
firſt produce, and doth ſtill eitabliſh and uphold the 
ſame When we reflect upon ourſelves, let us con- 
ſider that we are not a mere piece of organized mats 
ter. a curious and well contrived engine; that there 
is more in us than fleſh and blood, and banes ;. c- 
ven a divine ſyark, capable to know, and love, and 
enjoy our maker: and though it be now excecdingly 
clogged with its dall and ſompiih companion, yet We 
long it ſhall be delivered, nd can ſubliil without the 
body, as well as tat can do wihout the cloatte, 
which we threw aff t our plenſore. Let us often 
withdraw our thoughts from thus carth, this ſcene of 
miſery, and folly, and ſin; and raiſe them towards 
that more valt and glorious world, whoſe innocent 
and blefied inhabitants ſolace themſelves eternally in 
the divide preſence, .and krow no other patſon, but 
an unmixcd joy, and an unbounded love : and then 
conſider how the bleſſed Son of God came d-wn to 

GC 6 ; this 
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this Tower'wbrld, to Rye among us and tie for u, 
that he might bring us to a portion of the ſame fel 
ity : and think how he hath overcome the ſharpneſs 
of death, and opened the kingdom of heaven to lf 


lievers, and is now ſet down on the right hand of 


the Majeſty on high*; and yet is not the leſs minds 
ful of us, receiveth our prayers, and preſcnterh 
them unto his Father; and is daily viſiting his church 
with the influences of his __ * the fun — 
us with his hesse 
The ſerious and the frequent confilenrion of * 
and ſuch divine truths, is the moſt 
1 proper method to beget that lively 
2 * 13 faith which is the foundation ef re- 
= lbs ligion, the ſpring and root of the 
pr rs 1 divine life. Let me further ſuggeſt 
ſome particular ſubje&s of meditati- 
on for producing the ſeveral branches of it. And 
Krſt, to inflame our ſouls with the love of God, let 
us conſider the excellency of his nature, and his love 
and kindneſs towards us. It is little we know of the 
divine perfetions ; and yet that little may ſuffice to 
G1] our fouls with admiration and love, to tuvich our 
Affections, as well as to raife our wonder For we 
2 of ſeoſe, that we ſhonld he 
capable of any other affeQion but that which enters 
Eth by the eyes. The character of any excellent 
berſon whom we have never ſeen, will many times 
engage our hearts, and make us hugely concerned 
in all his intereſts. And what is it, I pray youz 
Gat engages us fo much to wal i whom we 
Converſe ? I cannot think that it is merely the colon 
of their face, or their comely proportiods ; for the 
2 ſhould fall in love with ſtatutes, and pictures, a 


t e eee 
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eile Helfylie chic eye, but wank never be able 1 
frevail ſo much on the heart, if they did not repres 
ſome vital perfection. We either ſee or appr 
ſome greatneſs of mind, or vigour of ſpirit, 
weetneſs of diſpoſition; ſome ſprightlineſs, or wi 
= or goodneſs, which charm our ſpirit, and com 


and our love. Now, theſe perfections are not 
to the ſight ; the eyes can only diſcern th 
and eſſect of em: and if it be the underſtand 
bg that direQs the affaction. and 
ich à, certainly the encellencies of the dĩ- 
vine nature ( the traces whereof we, cannot but dif- 
cover in every thing we be hold) would not fail te 
engage our hearts, if we did ſeriouſly view and re- 
gard them Shall we not be infinitely more tranſß- 
ported with that almighty wiſdom and goodneſs 
which fills the univerſe, and diſplays itſelf in all the 
parts of the creation, which eſſabliſheth the frame 
of nature, and turneth the mighty wheels of provi- 
dence, and keepeth the world from diſorder and 
tuin, than with the faint rays of the ſame perſcclions 
which we mect with in our fellow-creatures ? Shall 
ve dote on the ſcattered pieces of a rude and imper- 
fe& picture, and never be affected with the en 
beauty ? This were an unaccountable ftupid ity and 
blindneſs. Whatever we find lovely in a friend, 
or in a faint, ought not to engroſs, but to elevate 
our affeQion. We ſhould conclude only with our- 
ſelyes, that if there be ſo much ſweeneſs in a drop, 
there mult be infinitely more in the fountain ? i there. 
be ſo moch ſplendor in a r, What maſt the ſan be 
in id glozy ? 

Nor can we pretend the remoteneſs of the object, 
ay if God were at too great a diſtance for our converſe. 
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for in him we live. and move, and have our being), 
We cannot open our eyes, but we mul} behold form 
footſteps of his glory: and cannot turn them to- 
wards him but we ſhall be ſure to find his intefr 
upon us; Waiting as it were th a,b a look, ready 
to entertain the moſt intimate fellowſhip and com- 
munion with us. Let us therefore endeavour to raiſe 
our minds to the cleareſt conceptions of the divine na. 
ture Let us conſider all that his works do declare, 
or his word doth diſcover of him unto us And let 
us eſpecially contemp ate that viſible rep+cſentation of 
bim which as made in our own nature by his Sog, 
who was the brightneſs of hi: glory, and the expre 
nave of his perſon f, avid who appeared in the world 
to diſcover at once what God is, aud het we ought 
to be Let us repreſent him unto our minds as we 
find him delcribed in the goſpel ; and there we ſhall 
behold the perfections of the divine nature, though 
covered with the vail of human infirmities and, 
when we have framed unto ourſelves the cleareſt no- 
tion that we can, of a being infinite in power, i 
wiſdom, and goodneſs, the author and fountain of 
all perfections. let us fix the eyes of our ſouls upon 
it that our eyes may affect our heart ; and whik 
we are muling, the bre will burn |}. 
Eſpecially, if hereunto we add the conſideration 
of God's favour and good will to- 
We l ould medi \ards us Nothing en power: 
Fate an. Alt good ful to engage our affection, that 
neſs and love. to find that we are beloved. Ex 
preſſions of kindneſs arc always pleaſing and accept 
able u to us, though the perſon ſhould be otherwit 
mean am _comtehmperiygle But to have the love ol 
one who is altogether lovely, to know that the gle 
rious Majeſty ot heaven hath any regard — 
E 0 
„Ads vii. 27. + Heb. i. 3. Lam. iti. 31. J Pfal, xxxix. 3 
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how mult it aſtoniſh and delight us ! how muſt it 
overcome our ſpirits, and melt our hearis, and put 
our whole ſloul into a flame! Now, as the word of 
God is full of the ex pre ſhons of his love towerds man, 
ſo all bis works do loudly proclaim it. He gave us 
our being, and by preterving us in it. doth renew the 
donation every moment tHe hath placed us in a rich 
and well furniſhcd world, ard liberally provided for 
all our neceſſitis: he raweth down bleſſings from 
heaven upon us, and caulctt, the earth to bring forth 
our proviſion 3 he giveth us cur food and raiment ; 
and while we are {pending the productions of one 
year, he is preparing for us again another. He 
{weeteneth our lives with innumerable comtorts, ard 
gratineth every faculty with ſuitable obfedts lhe 
cye of his providence is always upon us, and he 
watcheth for our ſafety when we are teft aſleep. nei- 
ther minding him nor ourſelves But, Jeſt we ſhould 
thiak theſe teſtimonies of his kindneſs leſs conſiders 
able, becauſe they ate the eaſy iſſues of his omnipotent 
power, and do not put him to any trouble or pain, he 
bath taken a more wonderful method to endear him- 
ſelf to us; he bath teſtiſied his affection io us, by ſuf 
fering as well as by doing; and, becauſe he could not 
ſuffer in his own nature, he aſſumed ours. Ihe eter- 
nal Son of God did clothe himſelt with the in fir mities 
of our fleſh, and left the company of thoſe innocent and 
bleſſed ſpirits, who knew well how to love and adore 
bim that he might dwell among men, and wreſtle with 
the obſtinacy of that rebellious race, to reduce them 
to their allegiance ard felicity, and then to offer him- 
ſclt op as a ſacrifice and propitiation for them. Þ me» 
member one of ibe bath an iape<nious fancy ip 
xpreſs the paſſion wherewith he found himſelf ove 
fone after a long refiltance, : That the god of * 
ver 
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ever picree his heart, till at leogth he put himſe 
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Muethinks, this dork ſom way adumbraze God's me 
thod of dealings with men. He had long contended 
with a ſtubborn world, and thrown down many a bief- 
ſing upon them; and, when all his other gifts could 
Hort prevail, he at laſt made a gift of himſelf, to tel- 
tify his affection, and engage theirs The account 
which we. have of our Saviour's life in the goſpel 
doth all along preſent us with the hiltory of his love; 
all the pains that he took, and the troubles that he 
endured, were the wonderful efte&s, and uncontroul- 
uble evidences of it. But O that laſt, that diſmal 
ſcene ! 1s it poſhble to remember it, and queſtion is 
Kindneſs, or deny him ours? Hilkes here it is (m 
friend) that we ſhoald fix our molt ſerious and 
ſolema thoughts: That Chrift may dwell in our hearts 
by faith ; that aue being rooted and grounded in low, 
may be able do comprehend with all ſaintt. what ii 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; and 
to know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth knowleder, 
That wwe may be filled with all the fulneſi of God®, 
We ought alſo frequently to reſiect on thoſe. par- 
ticular tokens of favour and love which God hath be- 
ſtowed on our ſelves ; how long he hath borne with 
our follies and fins, and waited to be gracious unto 
us; wreſtling, as it were, with the ſtobborneſs of 
our hearts* and effaying every method to reclaim us. 
We ſhould keep a regiſter in our minds of all the e- 
minent bleſſings and deliverances we have met with; 
Tome whereof have been conveyed, that we might 
clearly perceive they were not the iſſues of chance, 
but the gracious effects of the divine favour, and the 
figna! returns of our prayers. Nor ought we to imbit - 
ter the thoughts of theſe things with any harſh or un- 
| worthy 
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vor thy upon as if chey were dofigned on. pur poſe 
to eohaliecyour guſt aud heighten our eternal dam- 
ion Nov, my friend; God is love and he 
hath no pleaſure in the ruim of his creatures 4f they 
abuſe his goodnefs, and turn his grace into wanton 
neſs, and thereby plunge themſelves into greater 
depth of guilt and miſery, this is the effect of their 
obltinate wickedneſs, and not the deſign of thoſe bee 
nefirs which he beſtows. | 

If theſe conſiderations had once hegotten in ove 
hearts a real love and affection towards Almighty 
God, that would eaſily lead us unto the other branch» 
es of religion; amd therefore b foal naed ſay the lets 
them. 

4 We ſhall fader hearts enlarged in charity to- 

wards men. by conſidering the "EP 
T1 relation wherein they ſtand un Tobeget __ 2 
ve, to Cod, and the impreſſes of my A hy 
bis image which are flamped © ry 1 
nd upon them. They are not n e . 
gr, ly his creatures, the workmanſhip of his hands, but 
fach of whom he taketh ſpecial care, and for whom 
ar be bath a very dear and tender regard; having laid 
e: the defigns of their happinets before the foundations 
i of the world, and being willirg to live and converſe 
to with them to all the ages of eternity. The meaneſt 
of ¶ and moſt contmptible perſon whom we behold is the 
s. ¶ offspring of heaven, one of the children of the Moſt 
© High: and how ever unworthy he might behave hun- 
ſeif of that relation, fo long as God hath not he 
it dicated and diſowned him by a final ſentence, he will 
© | have us to acknowledge him as one of his, and as 
' | fork to embrace him with & fmcere ang gordial af- 
te fettion. You know what a great concernment we 
are wont to have for thoſe that do any ways belong 
y | ts the perſon whom we love; how gladly we lay bold + 
an 
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on every. opportunity to gratify the child ox. be fer- 
vant of a friend.; and ſyre our love towards God. 
would as naturally ſpriog, forth in, charitv towards 
men, did we mind the intereſt that he is pleaſed to 
take in them, and cont:der; that eycry foy! jr deat 
er unto him than all the material world, and that he 
did not account the blood ot his Son too great a price 
| for their redemption. 
Again, As all men ſtand in a near relation to God; 
ſo they have ſtiil ſo much of his 
image ſtamped o them, as may 
oblige and exc'te us to love 
them, In ſome this image is more eminent and con- 
ſpicuous, and we can diſcern the lovely tracts of wif- 
dom and goodnels ; and though in others it be miſcr» 
able ſa'lied and defaced, yet is it not altogether razed; 
ſome lincaments at leaſt do {till remain, all men are 
endued with rational and immortal fouls, with un- 
derſtandings and wills capable af the higheit and 
molt excellent things: and if they be at preſent diſ- 
ordered agd put gat of war by wickedneſs and fol- 
ly, this may indeed move our paſſion, but ought not 
in reaſon to extnguiſh our love When we ſee a 
perſon of a rugged humour, and perverſe difpolition, 
full of malice and diſſimulation, very foolith and very 
proud, it is hard te fall 10 love with an object that 
preſents itſelf unto us under an idea ſo little grateful 
and lovely, But when we ſhall conſidet theſe cvil qua- 
lities as the diſeaſes and diltempers of a ſoul, which in 
itſelf is capable of all that wiſdom and goodneſs wheres 
with the beſt of ſaints have ever been adorned, and 
which may one day come to be raiſed to ſach heights 
ot perfection, as ſhall render it a fit companion for 
the holy angels; this will turn our averſion into pity, 
make uy byhely hum with fuph rplcprazamts, vs We 
have when we did leck upon 4 beats! * 
| rl 


That they carry his 
image upon them, 
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bit weee- mangled wirh woods, or divigured 
ſome lovhiforie dilecſe ; and. however we bete 2 
vices, we ſhall ant ce wle the man. 
In the next place. For purifying our ſouls, and dif- 
ntangling our affe ions from the Ty 
— and enjoyments of this Feget purity 
ower life, let us trequently pon- 1 1. Fs di _— 
der the excellency and dignity of Ader the dignity 
our nature and what a ſhameful . 
and unworthy thing it is for fo noble and divine a erea- 
ture as the ſoul of man, to be funk and immerſed in 
brutiſh and ſenſual luſts, or amuſcd with airy and 
fantaſtical delights, and ſo to loſe the reliſh of ſolid 
and ſpiritual pleaſures ; that the beaſt ſhould be fed 
and pampered, and the men and the Cbriſtun be 
ſtareed in as. Did we but mind who we are, and 
for what we were mace, this would teach us in a 
right fenſe to revererce and {land in awe of our 
ſelves; ir would beget a bely modefly and ſhametae» 
edneis, and make us very thy and reſerved in the 
vſc of the molt mnocent and allowable pleaſures. 
It will be very effeQval to the ſame purpoſe, that 
we frequently raiſe our minds to- 
e Wade: and repreſent to a wed 
tate oft on the 
our thoughts the joys that are at 54 7e keaven 
God's right hand 1b9/e pleaſures 19 4 
that endure for evermore ;, tor every man that hath 
this h-pe in him, pus iffeth kimſel}, even as he ts 
pure*, If our heavenly ccuntry be much in our 
thoughts, it will make us, as frangers and prigrimy, 
to abflain from fleſhly lults, which war again the 
ſoul; and keep ourſelves unſpetted from this world, 
that we may be fit for the enjoy ments ard felicines 
of the other But then we muſt fee, that our no- 
tions of Heaven be not groſs ald cit. that we dream 
Dre - * po „ * —wot 


2 John ili. 3. 
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at of « Manet nor reſt on thoſe me · 
aaphors ind fitnilitutes dy which-rhefc joys an 
times repreſented. For this might perhaps have 
Juitc contrary effeck: it might intangle us furthet 
in carnal affections, and we ſhould be ready to in! 
dulge ourſelves in a very liberal fotetaſte of thoſe pleay 
ſures, wherein we had placed our everlaiting felicity 
But when we come once to conceive aright of thulg 
pure and ſpiritual pleaſures: when the happineſs wa 
.propole to ourfelves, is ſrom the light, and love, aul 
enjoyment of God, and our minds are filled with the 
hopes and fore thoughts of that bleſſed eſtate, O how 
mean and contemptible will all things here below 
appear in our eyes! With what diſdain ſhall we re- 
ject the groſs and muddy pleaſures that would deprive 
us of thoſe. celeſtial enjoyments, or any way unfit agd 
indiſpoſe us for them! 

The lalt branch of religion is humility : and ſure 
- we can never want matter of conſt 

deration for begetting it All our 


Humility ariſ 


ee — 4 of wickedneſſeſs and imperfections, all 
eur ailin our ſollies and our fins, may help te 
5. pull down that fond and over- 


Wweening conceit which we. are apt to entertain of ours 
ſelves. That which makes any body eſteem us, is 


their knowledge or apprehenſion of ſome little good, 


and their ignorance of a great deal of evil that may 
be in us: were they thoroughly acquainted with us, 
they would quickly change their opinion. I be 
thoughts that paſs in our heart, in the beſt and moſt 
ſerious day of our life, being expoſed unto publick 
view, would render us either hate ful or ridiculous, 
And naw, however we conceal our failings from one 
another, yet ſure we are conlcious of them ourſelves ; 
and ſome ſerious reflexions ypon them, would much 


gualify and allay tlie vanity of our ſpirts, la 


f any other perſon in the world: 
that groſs and ſcandalous vie 
e hcinous than the ſurpriſals 
ity ; but becauſe they wer 
ir own miſcarriages, thary 
thoſe of their neighbouts; 
he aggro of the one, every thing t 
icht be ſuppoſed 10 diminitk ad alleware the 
But it is well obſerved by a pious writer, that 
the deepeſt and moſt pure humili- | 
ty doth not ſo much ariſe from the 2 
oonſide ration of our own faults and xr — — 
defects, as from a calm and quiet gf 7 >» : of 
contemplation of the divine puri ourſelves. | 
ty and goodneſs, Our ſpots never appear. fo clearly, 
as when we place them before tins infinace ligut; and 
we never ſerm leſs in our own cyes, than when we 
look down upon ourſelves from on high, O how 
title, how nothing do all thoſe ſhadows of perfecłi- 
on then appear, for which we are wont to value 
ourſelves! That humility which cometh from « 
view of our own ſinfulneſs and milery. is more turbuy 
lent and boifterou* : but the other layeth us full as 
low ; and wanteth nothig bet that anguiſh and van 
tion wherewith our fools aye apt to boil when they 
are the neareff object of our thoughts F 
There remains yet another means for begetting 
2 holy and religious diſpoſiti- 9 huts 
on in the ſoul ; and that is ,"* _ 4 
fervent and bear prayer firument of * 
Holineſs is the gift of God : indeed the «greateſt 
gift he doth beſtow, or we are capable to receive ; 
and he hath promiſed the Holy Spirit to thoſe that 
aſk it of him, In prayer we make the neartt ap- 
pr 0aches 
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proaches to Gad, and lie open to the influences of 
heaven. Then it is that the Sun of righteouſneſs: 
doth viſit us with his directeſt rays and diſſipateth 
our darkneſs, and imprinteth his image on our ſouls, 
I cannot now inſiſt on the advantages of this exerciſe, 
or the diſpoſitions wherewith it ought to be perform- 
ed : and there is no need E ſhook. there being fo 
many books that treat an this ſubjet I ſhall only 


tell you, that as there is one fort of prayer wherein, 
we make uſe of the voice. which is neceſſary in pu- 


blick, and may ſometimes have its ama advantages 
in private; and another wherein though. we utter 

| no ſornd. yet we conceive the 
7 expreſſions ng form the words, 
as it were, in our minds : fo 
there is a third and more ſublime kind of prayer, 
wherein the foul takes a higher flight. and, having 
collected all its forces by long and ſerious meditati- 
on, it datteth itſelf (if I may ſo ſpeak} towards God 
in ſighs and groans, and thoughts too big for expreſ- 
ſion : as when, after a deep contemplation of the 
divine perfections appearing in all his works of won- 
der, it addreſſoth itſelf uato him in the profoundeſt 
adoration of his majeſty and glory; or when, after 
ſad reflexions on its vileneſs and miſcarriages, it 
proſtrates itſelf before him with the ęreateſt con- 
fuſion and ſorrow, not daring to lift up its eyes, or 
utter one word in his preſence : when, having 


mental prayer, 


well conſidered the beatry &f holineſs : and the un- 


akable felicity of thoſe that are truly good, it 


nteth after God, and\ſendeth up ſuch vigorous 


d ardent deſires as no words can ſufficiently ex- 


is long as it finds itſelf uphel the force and im- 
of the previous meditation, . 
This 


els ; continuing and repeating each of theſe acts 
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rpis mental prayer is of all other the moſt effe- 
nal to purify the ſoul, and diſpole it unto a holy 
and religious temper ; and may be termed the great 
ſ-cret. of devotion. and one of the molt powerful in- 
ſtrments ef the divine life And it may be the 
apoſtle hath a pecufar reſpe& unto it when he faith, 
that the Spirit helpeth our 1nArmitles, making inter- 
cefſion [or us with groantrig) that cannot be uttered ; 
or. as the oripinial may bear, that carmel be worded, 
vet | do avt to much re coniend this {ort of prayer, 
as to {iipcrſede the vic ot the other : far we have 
{o man, {everal mes 10 pray for, and every petition 
of this nature 1+ eth 16 much time, and fo great 
an intention of tutte, that it were got eaſy therein to 
ove take them al! : ef: * nowang that thc deep lrghs 
and heavings Of ihe cant Wett are wont to accom- 
pany it. ave fomert rg Opps thve to nature, and make 
u held to cyrginac long „ ze But certainly a 
few of thele inward afpr ions will do more than a 

great many fluent an mciung ex pre ſſions 

Thus, my deut lid I have brief) propoſed the 
method which ] judge proper tor , ligion is te ze 
moulding the ſoul inio a boly , 2.4 by the 
frame And the ſame means las; a 
which ſerve to b:get this divine eh if 1 6 

2 14 gun. 

temper, malt ſtili be practiſed for 
ſtrengthning and advancing it: and therefore 1 fhall 
recommend but one more for that purpoſe ; and it 
is the frequent and conſcientious 7% uſe of the 
uſe of the holy ſacrament whichis poly ſacrament, 
peculiarly appointed tonouriſh and ; 
increaſe the ſpiritval life, when once it is begot- 
ten in the foul. All the inſtruments of religion do 
meet together in this ordinance ; and while we ad- 
erefs ourſelves unto it, we are put to prctiſe all 


the rules which we wentioncd before, I hev wy 
t 
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that we make the ſevereſt ſurvey of our actions, a0 
lay the ſtricteſt obligations on our ſelves : then at 
our minds raiſed to the higheſt contempt of the 
world, and every grace doth exerciſe itſelf with the 
greateſt activity and vigour : all the ſubjects of cos 
templation do there preſent themſelves unto us win 
the greateſt advantage: and then, if ever, doth the i 
ſoul make its,moſt powerful ſallies towards hearen « 
and aſſault it with a holy and acceptable force. Anil 
certainly the neglect or careleſs performance of thiſ x 
duty is one of the chief cauſe that bedwarfs our te · « 
ligion, and makes us continue of ſo. low a ſize, ti 

But it is time I ſhonld put a cloſe to this letter if þ 
which is is grown to a far greater bulk than at firſti « 
intended, If theſe poor papers can do you thelfl «: 
ſmalleſt ſervice, I ſhall think my ſelf very happy in 


this undertaking ; at leaſt 1 am hoepful you wil « 
kindly accept the ſincere endeavours of a perſon who 7: 
would fain acquit himſelf of ſome part of that which »: 
he owes you. 5 


A ND now, O molt grazious Cod, father and fou © 
N; tain of mercy and g10dneſ;, awho haſt bleſſed ui ® 
with the knowledge of our happineſs, and the wa th 
that leadeth unto it, excite in our fouls ſuch ardent 
deſires after the one as may put us forth to the di . 
bgent profecution of the ether. Let us neither pre 
ſume on our own flirength, nor diſtruſt thy divine ſa 
aſſiſiance ; but. while aue are doing our outmoſ} en 
deavours, teach us fiill to depend on thee for ſuc 
ceſs. Open our eyer, O Cod, and teach us out 
thy law Bleſs us with an exact and tender [cit 
of our duty. and a kninuledge to diſcern pervers 
things, O that cur ways were dir dted to keep thy 
Hal ute, 1 Then. ſhall we uct 36 A Dame d, * aut 
bar: 
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bave reſpec? unto all thy commandments. Poſſeſi 
our hearts with a genen, and holy diſdain of all 
thoſe poor enjoyments which this world holdeth out 
fo allure us, that they may never be able to inveigle 
eur affeftions, or betray us to any fin. Turn 
eur eyes from beholding vanity, and quicken thou us 
in thy law, Fill our fouls with ſuch a deep ſenſe 
and full perſuaſion of thoſe great truths which thou 
haſt revealed in the goſpel, as may influence and re- 
ulate our whole converſation; and that the life 
which we henceforth live in the fleſh, we may live 
through faith in the ſon of C O that the infinite 
ter perfection, of thy bleſſed nature, and the aſtoniſhing 
AY expreſſions of thy goodneſs and love, may conquer and 
the] ov27 Power our hearts; that they may be conflantly 
y inf ng towards thee in flames of devouteſt aſfection, 
wil and erdarging themſelves in ſincere and cordial love 
ho toward all the world for thy ſake and that we 
nch may cleanſe our ſelves ſrom all filthineſs of fleſh and 
Hirt, perſefting holineſs in thy fear, without which 
we can never hope to behold and enjoy thee ! Finally, 
0 God, grant that the conſideratian of what thou 
un} art, and what we ourſelves are, may both humble 
und lay us low before thee, and alſo ir up in ur 
vary the flrongeſt and moſt ardent aſpirations towards 
n ber. W, deſire to reſign and give up ourſelves ts 
dif the conduit? of thy Holy Spirit, Lead us in thy 
rel truth, and teach us; for thou art the God of our 
in ſalvation : guide us with thy counſel, and aftere 
en wards receive us into glory, for the merits and in- 
1 erceſſon of thy blefſed Son our Saviour. Amen, 
. | 
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IMPORTANT SUBJECTS. 


— 


The ſuperior excellency of the re- 
ligious. * 


PRO v. xli. 26. 


The rigbteous is sere excellent than his neighbour, 


E who conſidereth the excellency and ad- 
H vantage of piety and religion, how con- 
| formable it is to the beſt principle of our 
nature, and how profitable to our intereſts, may 
juſtly wonder and be ſupriſed at the bad entertain- 
ment it receives in the world; and eaſily conclude, 
that this mult needs flow from ſome groſs miltakes, 
about it and predjudices againſt it; ſince it ſo na- 
tural to us to love that which 1s good, and delight 1n 
that which is amiable, when things are not miſte- 
preſented, 

Certainly all who are enemies to holineſs, havc 
taken up falſe meatures and diſadvanrageous notions 
of it, The ſenſual perſon hateth it as harſh and un 
pleaſant, doing violerce to his carnal appetites ; and 


looks on religion as a Ccontrivance to deprive and rb 
him 
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im of the pleaſures of this world, by propoſing 
hoſe of another. The politick wit flights it as 
ovliſh and imprudent; and though he acknowledge 
: a neceflary inſtrument of government, a good de- 
ice to overawe a multitude, yet he counts it a great 
eakneſs to be ſurther concerned in it than may be 
onſiſtent with, and ſubſervient to ſecular defigns, 
Again, the gallants of our age deſpiſe it as a baſe 
znoble remper, unworthy of a high birth and gen- 
ecl education, incident to meaner ſouls, proceeding 
from cowardly and ſuperſtitious fear, depreſſing the 
mind, and rendering it incapable of high and aſpir- 
ing thoughts, Hence they make it their buſineſs to 
Pour contempt upon piety. and advance the reputa- 
tion of thoſe vitious courſes which themſelves have 
mbraced ; and becauſe there are yet ſome left, 
ho, by practiſing and recommending virtue, do op- 
pole and condemn their lewd practices, they ſtudy ts 
avenge themſelves on them by the perſecution of 
their tongucs, and all the ſcoffs and reproaches they 
can invent and utter; which hath proved a mean moſt 
unhappily ſucceſsful to deter many weak minds from 
goodneſs, makeing them chuſe to be wicked, that 
they may not be laughed at 

It is to diſcover the groſſneſs of this miſtake, and 
expoſe the abſurdities and unreaſonableneſs of theſe 
principles and practices; to vindicate the excellency 
of pjety and to recommend it to all truly generous 
fouls, that we have made choice of this text ; which 
tells us in ſhort and plain terms. that the righteous is 
more excellent than his neighbour. 

None can be fo little acquainted with the ſcripture» 
tialect, as not to know that though righteouſneſs 
n its trueſt acceptation importeth only the obſerva- 
Jon of thoſe duties we owe our neighbour, yet it is 
, tlvally taken more largely for piety and virtue in ge- 
D 2 net al 
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| 
neral. And good reaſon too; fince there is no pant ll | 
of our duty but we owe it as a debt unto God; ne 
exerciſe of religion but it is an act of juſtice. M hence 

the clear importance of the text is, that whatever ex- 
cellency other perſons may pretend to, the pious and il 
religious men are the truly noble and generous per - 
ſons in the world ? as the Pſalmiſt expreſſeth it, 7% £ 
ſaints are the excellent ones in the earth. q 
Now, we hall not trouble you with any further iſ » 
explication of the words, which are ſo clear, or with t 
any divſion of a propolition ſo ſimple : but ſhall il- Ne 
luſtrate and confirm the aſſertion, by producing ſuc t 
undoubted evidences of nobleneſs and excellency, u 
are proper to g-dlineſs, and to thoſe who practiſe it: 7 
where we may have occaſion to hint at ſuch chan · © 
cters of a pious man, as, beſides the general deſign, e 
may perhaps ſerve to put us in mind of ſome parts off © 
our duty which we are not fo careful to obſerve ; and} . 
which therefore may be uſeful even to thoſe who © 
have already embraced the practiſe of religion. b 
Being to ſpeak of the nobleneſs and excellency off 2 
religion it may be expected we ſhould ſay ſomething iſ i: 
of its origin and extract; that being the whole of b. 
nobility which ſome underſtand, . and others pretend |! 
to We might take occaſion to diſcover the folly oi c 
- glorying in the antiquity of an illuſtrious houſe, off . 
the tamed virtue of worthy anceſtors, who perhaps, 0; 
were they alive, would difown their degenerate pro- U 
geny but + {hall not infiſt this ; it is a vanity pe 
which hath been chaſtiſed ſufficiently even by Hei ic 
then pens. Nay, we ſhall ſo far comply with the 
common ſentiments of the world, as to acknowledye, 
that high birth and liberal education may contribute 
much to elcvate the minds of men, and accuſlon 
them to great thoughts But ſure, whatever advan 
tages any may pretend to by-their birth, -there art 
none 
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none to be preferred. to the children of God, the 
blood royal of heaven, the brethren of Chrilt ; of 
whom we may ſay, that as he it, ſo are they, each 
ene reſembling the ſon of a« king. 

If we trace the lines of carthly extraction, we ſhall 
ad them all meet in one point, all terminate in duſt 
and earth. But in the heraldry of heaven we ſhall 
fad a twofold pedegree. Sin is the offspring of hell, 
and wicked men are of their father the devil whoſe 
work they perform. On the other hand, holineſs is 
the ſeed of God, and the ſaints have obtained to be 
called the ſons of the Moft High, And think not 
thele are empty titles, and big words, to amuſe the 
world; no, they are equally juſt and important. 
Pious :nen are really partaters of the divine nature, 
and ſhall obtain an intereſt in the inheritance which is 
entailed on that relation, Never were the qualities 
of a parent more really derived unto their children, 
than the image and ſimilitude of the divine excellen- 
cies are ſtamped upon theſe heaven-bora ſouls: ſome 
beams of that eternal light are darted in upon them, 
and make them ſhine wih an eminent fptendor ; and 
tkey are always aſpiring to a nearer conformity with 
bim, fill breathing after a further communication of 
his Holy Spirit, and daily finding the power thereof 
correcting the ruder deformities of their natures, and 
ſoperindueing the beautiful delinrations of God's image 
upon them, that any who obferve them may percerve 
their relation wo God, by the excellency of their de+ 
portmeat in the. world; as will clearly appear in the 
ſequel of our diſcourſe. 

Having ſpoken of the righteous or godly man's ex- 
cellency, in regard of his birth and extraction, we 
proceed to conlider his qualities and endowments ; 
ani ſhail begin with thole of ts underſtanding, his 


krowledge, and. wiſdom. The wiſe man tells s. 
D 3 that 
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that a man of underſtanding is of an excellent ſſi. 
rit, And ſure, if any man in the world is to be ac- 
counted of for knowledge, it is the pious man, Hi 
knowledge is converſant about the nobleſt objects; 
he contemplates that infinite being, whoſe perfedi- 
on can never enough be admired, but ſtill afford ney 
matter to aſtoniſh and delight him, to raviſh his affe- 
Aions, to raiſe his wonder. He ſtudies the law of 
God, which maketh him wiſer than all his teacher, 
As the reverend Dr. Tillotſon hath it, It is defer. 
« vedly accounted an excellent piece of knowledge, 
© to underltand the Jaws of the land, the cuſtoms ol 
„ the country we live in; how much more to knoy 
« the (tatutes of heaven, the ete:nal laws of r:ghte- 
& oufncſs, the will of the univerlal monarch, nd the 
„ cuſtoms of that country where we hope to live for 
« ever? And, if we have a mind to the (tudies of 
nature and human ſcience, he is belt diſpoſed for it, 
having his faculties: cleared, and his underſtanding 
heightened by divine contemplations. 

But his knowledge doth not reſt in -ſpeculations, 
but direQeth his practice, and determineth his choice, 
Age be is the melt prudent as well as the mol! 
knowing perſon. He knows how to ſecure his greatell 
intereſt, to provide for the longeſt life, to prefer ſo- 
lid treaſures to gilded trifles, the foul to the body, 
ereraity to a moment. He knoweth the temper ot 
his own ſpirit ; he can moderate his paſſions, and 
over-ralc his carnal appetites : which certainly is 4 
far more important piece of wiſdom, than to pader- 
{land the intrigues of a fave, 40 fathom the councils 
of priaces, to know the pulſe of a People, or ba- 
lance the intereſt of kingdoms, Yet, piety doth 
heighten and advance even moral prudence itfc!t ; 
both obliging and direding a man to order bis affairs 
ewith diſcretion : it maketh the fin:ble avi. Ard 
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what was ſaid by holy David, and twice repeated 
by his wile ſon, wiil hold good in every man's expe- 
rience, that 74% ſear of 1he Lord is the beginning of 
cid. And thus much of the knowledge and wil 
com wherein the righteous man excelleth his neigh- 
bour. 

We proceed to another of his 8 the 
greatneſs of his mind, and his contempt of the 
world. We can never take better meaſures of a 
man's ſpirit, than from the things he delighteth in, 
and ſets his heart upon: Suu auer, tant animns. 
To be taken up with trifles, and concerned in little 
thinps, is an evidence of a weak and naughty mind. 
And fo ate all wicked and irreligious perſons. Their 
thouglits are confined to low and mean things ; de- 
liens of ſcraping together money, or ſpending ir in 
luxury: or of (uisfying apaſion or plcaſiag a luſt ; 
of obtaining the favour of great 02c3, or the zplacle 
of tlie vulgar. The orearell hap i ivefs they alm at, 
is, to be maſter of the country where they live; to 
dwoll in ſtately houſes, and to be backed with a train 
of attendants ; to lie ſoltly, and tare deliciouſly, and 
loch! like attainmems ; which a wife man would | 
think himſelf unhappy if he could not deſpiſe. 

But the pious perſon hath his thoughts far above 
theſe painted vanities ; bis ſclicity is not patched up 
of fo mean ſhreds ; it is ſimple, and compriſed in one 
chief good: his ſoul advanceth itlelf by rational paſ- 
lors town the author of its bring, the fountain of 
goodrels and pica leres: He bato 1917 inheaven but 
him ; and there i none ug earth whom he defires 
be/t, Jes him, 

The knowledge of nature hath been reputed a 
good mean to enlarge the ſorl, and breed in ita cons 
teinot of carthly enjoynients. lic that hath accu- 
lomed luimſelt to conſider the vallnels of the uni- 
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verſe, and the ſmall proportion which the point we 
live in bears to the reſt of the world, may perhaps 
come to think leſs of the poſſeſſions of ſome acres, ot 
of that fame which can at molt ſpread itſelf through 
a ſmall corner of this earth. Whatever be in this 
fure I am that the knowledge of God, and the fre 
quent thoughts of heaven, muſt needs prove far 
more effectual to elevate and aggrandize the mind. 
When once the ſou} by contemplation is raiſed to 
any right apprehenſion of the divine perfections, and 
the foretaltes of celeſtial bliſs ; how will this world, 
and alf that is in it, vaniſh and diſappear before his 
eyes ! with what holy diſdain will be look down up- 
on things, whieh are the higheſt objects of other 
mens ambitious deſires ! Ml the ſplendot of cours, 
4 che pageanery of greatneſs, will wo more dwezlc 
tis eyes, than we füim oltre of a g/ow- w09799 will 
trouble the capie, after it hath been behokding the 
lun. He is Jittle concerned who obtained this dig- 
rity, or that fortune; who ſits higheſt at table, or 
goes firit out of the door- His thoughts are taken 
up With greater matters; how he ſhall pleaſe his ma- 
ker, and obtain an intereſt in that land of promile, 
lvme oi the fruits whereof he hath already taſted. 
And from thence arileth that conſtant and equal 
frame of ſpirit, which the pious man's mind maintains 
in all the changes and viciſhtudes of things; while 
he who bath not his ſpirit balanced with religious 
principles, is lift up and caſt down like a ſhip on the 
tza, with every variation of fortune and partakes per- 
haps of all the motions of this inferior world, u here- 
anto his heart and affections are faſtened. And cer- 
tainly he mult be far more happy and generous both, 
who fitteth looſe to the world, and can with the 
greateſt calmneſs and tranquillity poſſeſs his own ſoul, 
while all things without are in hurry and confuſion. 

Frivaits. 
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Private diſaſters cannot diſcompoſe him, nor publick 
calamities reach him: he looks upon the troubles and 
combuſtiom of the as men do on the ruin and 
deſolation of cities wherein themſelves have litttle im 
tereſt, with no other concerument than that of pi $i 
o ſee mean trouble themſelves and gthers to ſo lu 
3 ſfactu, illalatur ordis : If the world 
ſhould ſhake, and the foundations of the earth be 
removed; yet would he reſt ſecure in a full acquie- 
ſcence to the will of God, and conſident dependence 
on his providence :- He /hall not be ajraid of evil tis 
dings : ard his heart is fixed, truſting in the Lord. 
And this, by the affinity. will lead us to anotber 
endowment, wherein the excellency of the righteous 
man doth appear; and this is, that hereick magnani- 
mity and courage wherewith he is inſpired, and which 
makes him conlidently atchieve the moſt dificult a i- 
ons, and reſolutely undergo. the hardeſt ſuffer ings 
that he is called to. for this ſee the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, chap xi. ver. 33. Throufh faith ſome 
bave ſubdued kingdoms, &c. this was their active 
courage; ver. 35 Others again were tortured, &c. 
this was heir paſſive courage; which in Chriſtians is 
molt eminent and uſeful, True valour doth more 
appear by ſuffering than by doing ; and doubtleſs this 
is the hardeſt trial of the two, Were it not for ſuf- 
fering hardſhips, the greateſt coward in the world 
would be man enough for the higheſt enterprizes It 
is not ſo much the difficulty of great actions, as the 
danger that attends them, which makes men fear to 
undertake them, ſo that to ſuffer cheartully muſt be 
the greateſt proof of courage And ſure, we may 
appeal to the world to produce ſuch eminent inſtances 
ot fortitude and reſolution, as Chriſtian martyrs have 
ſhewn under thoſe torments which cannot be menti- 
oned without horror, How often hath their on- 
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amazed! their bloody perſecutors, ant ont: 


earied the cruelties of their tormentors ! Nor ug 
is patience per- force: they might have ſaved thenf 
elves that trouble, by throwing a little incenfe into ilk 
re, or ſpeaking a few blaſphemous words; but well 
ad they learned not to fear thofe who can kill th 
ody, &c. Nor were they borne out by an obſtinat 
umour. and perverſe Stoical wilfulneſs : they wet 
peither ſtupid and inſenſible, nor proud and ſelf cons 
Ecited ; but their ſufferings were undertaken with 
Diesel, and ſaſtained with moderation. 
Let Heathen Reme boalt of a Regulus. a Deciug 
r ſome. two or three more, ſtimulated by a deſire of 
Flory, and perhaps animated by ſome ſecret hopes of 
future reward, who have devoted their life to the 
ſervice of their country. But, alas ! what is this tg 
29 infinite number, not only of men, bur even of 
women and children, who have died for the profeſs 
pn of their faith; neither ſeeking or expecting E. 
= from men ? And tel] me who among the He 
hen did willingly endure the Joſs of reputation! ? 
Nay, that was their idol, and they could not part 
with it, And certainly it is a great meanneſs of ſpi- 
it, to be overawed with fear of diſgrace, and de- 
nd upon the thoughts of the people. True cou» 
ge doth equally fortify the mind againſt all thoſe 
Evils, and will make a man hazard his honour, a8 
vel as other things, when occaſion calls for it 
Now, if the celebrated actions of the Meathens 
me ſhort of true courage, what ſhall we ſay of the 
furious boldneſs of the Hectors ef our age, who pre? 
tend to ug tot and gallantry by far leſs reaſonablg 
methods ? when, blinded with paſſion, and animated 
ith wine, they are ready enough, on half a quar: 
|, to hazard their own, and their neighbour's life, 


and ſoul tao, in „ duel ? yea, they will net ſland to 
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And yet you ſhall find theſe very perſons, when ca 
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bare hearts idlelf, and to provoke the Almighty 
their horrid oaths and blaſphemies And one ſhoe 
thick. that theſe mult needs be the hardieſt and m 
yzliant people in the world? if they are not afraid of 
the Almighty, ſure nothing clſe ſhou!d fright the 


en a bed of ſickneſs, or brought to the ſcaffold 
juitice, to betray a miſerable faintneſs and puſilla 
mity: they are forced, now to think on the terrors 
death, and the more terrible conſequences of it; an 
their counterfeit courage, being deſtitute of mew 
rops which formerly ſuſtained it, doth now diſcove 

wegkneſs.-- Nor js it any wonder: for what ſhould 
make a man willingly leave this world, unleſs he ex» 
pected a more happy condition in another? Certain» 
ly there is nothing can fortify the ſoul wich a true 
and manly courage, but a confidence in God, and 
hopes of future bleſſedneſs The wicked flee when 
no man purſueth but the r inhteous is bold as a lion ; 
and from that accounted wz9re excellent than UA 
neighbour. 

From courage and magnanimity, we pals to that 
which is the genuine iſſue and ordinary conſequent of 
it, the /:b-rty and freedom of the righteous perſon, 
Liberty is a privilege fo highly rated by all men, that 
many run the greateſt hazards for the very name of 
it: but there ate few that enjoy it. I ſhall not ſpeak 
of thoſe fetters of ceremony, and chains of (tate, 
wherewiih great men are tied; which makes their 


actions conſtrained, and their converſe uneaſy: this 
is more to be pitied than blamed. 
: irrelipious perſons are under a far more ſhameful bon- 
* Cage ; they are ſlaves to their own Juſts, and ſuffer 
the violence and tyranny of their irregular appetiteg, 
This is frequently talked of, but ſeldom conſidereꝗ 


But wicked and 
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bring an inſtance or two for the illuftration'oFit.” O 
ſerve a paſhonate man, and you ſhall find him fre- 
quently tranſported and overpowered by his anger, 
and carried to thoſe extremities, of which a little 
time makes him aſhamed ; . and he becomes as much 
diſpleaſed with himſelf, as formerly he was with his 
adverſary : and yet, on the next occeaſion, he will 
obey that ſame paſſion which he hath condemned, 
What a drudge is a covetous man to his riches, which 
take up his thoughts all the day long, and break bis 
ſleep in the night ! How mult the ambitious man fawn 
and flatter, and croſs his humour with hopes to ſati(- 
fy it; (ſtoop to the ground that he may aſpire, courts 
ing and careſſing thoſe whom he hates; which doubt- 
leſs is done with a great violence and conſtraint | 
The drunkard, when he awakes, and hath ſlept out 
bis cups and his ſrolick humour, and finds his head 
aking, his ſtomach qualmiſh, and perhaps his purſe 
empty, and reflects on the folly and unhandſome ex- 
preſſions or actions he may Mive fallen into in his 
drink, how will he condemn himſelt for that excels ! 
what hatangues ſh.ll we have from him in the praiſe 
of temperance ! what promiſes and reſolutions of 
future ſobriety! and yet, on the next occahon, 
the poor ſlave ſhall be dragged away to the ta- 
vern by thoſe whom he mult call his friends; and 
thank them who put that abuſe upon him, which 
a wiſe and ſober perſon will rather die than ſuffer: 
Further, the luxurious would fain preferve or reco- 
ver his health ; and to this end finds it requiſite to 
keep a temperate and ſober diet. No; but he muſt 
not. Heis preſent at a feaſt, and his ſuperior appe- 
tite calls for a large meaſure of delicious fare; and 
his palate muſt be pleaſed, though the whole body 
ſhould ſuffer for it : or he hath met with a lewd wo- 
man; and though his whole bones ſhould rot, and 
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9 dort. fivike through bir liner, yet muſt he obey the 
commands of his luſts: He goeth after her firaight« 
away, as the ox goeth to the ſlaughter, or as as a fool ts 
the correction of the flocks. Now there can be no 
greater evidence of ſlavery and bondage, than thus to 
do what themſelves knew to be prejudicial, It were 
ealy to illuſtrate this bondage and thraldom of the 
ſoul, in A tie other inſtances of vice and impiety. 
And certainly what St. Peter faith of ſome falſe 
teachers, may be well applied to all wicked perſons, 
While they promiſe freedom, they themſelves are the 


ſervants of corruption : for of whom a man is c,. 


come, of the ſame is he brought in bondage 
But the holy and religious perſon hath broken 
thele fetters, caſt off the yoke of fin, and become 
the freeman of the Lord. It is religion that reſtores 
freedom to the ſoul, which philoſophy did pretend 
t : it is that which doth ſway and moderate allthoſe 
blind paſſions and impetuous affections, which elſe 
would hinder a man from the poſſeſſion and enjoy- 
ment of himſelf ; and makes bim maſter of his own 
thoughts, motions, and defires that he may do with 
freedom what he judgeih moſt honeſt and convenient. 
And thus the righteous man excelleth his neighbour, 
as much as a freeman doth the baſeſt flave. 
Another particular wherein the nobleneſs and ex- 
cellency of religion doth appear, is in a cha Stabe 
and benign temper. There is no greater evidence 
of a baſe and narrow ſoul, than for a man to have 
all his thoughts taken up about private and felfiſh in- 
tereſt ; and ſo, if they be well, not to care what be- 
cometh of the reſt of the world. On the other 
hand, an extenſive charity and kindneſs, as it it is the 
one half of our religion, ſo it is an eminent point of 
generoſity, The righteous is gracious and full of 
eompeſſion 3 he ſheweth ſavour and lendeth ; _ 
Makes 
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makes it his work. to ſerve mankind as much as he is 
able, His bounty is not conſined to his kindred and 
relations, to thoſe of his own party and mode of re- 
ligion ; this were but a diſguiled kind of {clf-love. 
It is enough to him that they are Chriſtians ; or, if 
they were not, yet they are men ; and therefore de- 


| ſerve our pity, but not our hatred or negle&, be. 


WE 


cauſe of their errors, It is true, he carnes a ſpecial 
kindneſs for thoſe in whom he diſcovers a- principle 
of goodneſs and virtue ; in thoſe excellent ones is all 
his delight. But then, he doth not take hie meaſure 
fo much from their judgment and opinions, as from 
the integrity of their life, and exactneſs of their 

practices. | 
His charity doth not expreſs itſelf in one particu- 
lar inſtance, as that of giving of alms ; but is vented 
as many ways as the variety of occaſions do call for, 
and his power can reach to. He afhiteth the poor 
with his money, the ignorant with his counſel, the 
afflicted with his comfort, the fick with the belt of 
his ſkill, all with his bleſſings and prayers. If be 
cannot build hoſpitals, yet he will itudy to perſuade 
thoſe who can: it he hath no money to redcem cap- 
tives, yet will he employ his interelt in the court of 
heaven for their deliverance ; though he cannot reco- 
ver a dying child to the aflted parents, yet will he 
endeavour to perſuade them to ſubmiſſion and reſigna. 
tion, which will render them more happy; and will 
go hard, but he will find ſome way, either to beneſt 
or oblige every man with whom he converſeth. Let 
no man upbraid us with the contrary practices of 
many high pretenders to religion, who are noted!y 
{c!fſh and churliſh perſons. We are not to defend 
tbe actions of all why would be thought godly : nor 
mult you take your meaſures of picty from what yo! 
oblerye in them. Bur look through the goſpel, and 
you 
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you ſhall find charity and bounty ſo paſſionatly re” 
ad WW commended, ſo frequently inculcated, and ſo indif* 
penſably required, that you may eaſily conclude there 
are no Chrittians in earneſt, but thoſe who practiſe 
it, Yea, ſo peculiar is this liberal and benign tem - 
per to holy and religious perſons, that nothing but a 
faint reſemblance and falſe imitation is to be found 
elſewhere in the world. Other mens ſeeming bounty 
is always marred by the baſe principle it proceeds 
from, and ſelfiſh end it trends to. The Apoſtle hath 
te told us, that a man may give all his goods to feed 
My i; porr. and yet want charity; and all theſe ex- 
r pences ſhall profit him nothing, Importunity may 
perhaps wring ſomething out of his pocket, or a will- 
v" WF ingneſs to be delivered from the trouble of a miſer- 
cl i able ſpectacle; but vanity, and a deſire of applauſe, 
„bare ufually the greateſt intereſt in his diſtributions. 
This made the hypocrites of old proclaim their alms 
he with trumpets ; and this makes their ſucceſſors in our 
mes delight to have their good works of this kind 
he ¶ recorded to the greateſt advantage, that poſterity 
»© I may read them on walls and publick regiſters. 
"= To the fame principle mult we refer what in the 
0 world paſſeth for a very conſiderable inſtance of ge- 
o. nerofity, the keeping of a great houſe and well-fur- 
he niſhed table: which nevertheleſs is more or dinarily 
„ue effect of pride and vain-glory, than of humilit: 
1 or hoſpitality. It is a part of their ſple ndor and 
if ſtate ; and they deck their tables for the ſame end 
en they put en fine cloaths, to be talked of and ad- 
or mired in the world. You may guiſs it by the per- 
bos whom they entertain; who are uſually ſuch as 
ill need leaſt of their charity, and for whom they have 
TY many times as little kindneſs or concernment, as an 
"FF innkeeper for his gueſts : nor are they leſs mercenary 
than he; the one ſells his meat or money, the other 
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for praiſe. Far more generous is the practice of the 
ious man; Who, as he chuſeth moſt to beteſit tho 
who can make him no recompence, ſo he doth nog 
trouble the world with the noiſe of his charity; yea 
his left hand knoweth not what the right hand be 
feoweth : and that which doth molt endcar his bouny 
ty, is the love and affection whence it proceeds. 
We ſhall name but one inſtance more wherein the 
righteous man excelleth his neighbour ; and that if 
his venerable temperance and purity. He hath. riſen 
above the vaporous ſphere of ſenſual pleaſure, which 
darkeneth and debaſeth the mind, which ſullies 3 
luſtre, and abates its native vigour ; while profane 
rſons, wallowing in impure luſts, do fink them» 
lves below the condition of men Can there be 
any ſpark of generoſity, any degree of excellency in 
him who makes his belly his god, or places his felici- 
ty in the embraces of a {trumpet ? We ſpoke before 
of the ſlavery, we ſpeak now of the deformity of 
theſe ſins ; and ſhall add, that one of the moſt ſhame - 


ful and miſerable ſpetacles in the world, is, to ſee « 


man born to the uſe of reaſon, and perhaps to an e- 
minent fortune, drink away his religion, his reaſon, 
his ſenſe ; and ſo expoſe himſelf to the pity of wile 
men, the contempt of his own ſervants, the deriſioa 
of his children, and fsb, to every danger, and te 
every ſnare; and that this mutt paſs in the eyes of 
many for a piece of gallantry, and neceſſary acom- 
pliſhment of a gentleman, God lh]. aye the 
— s of men poiſoued wal perverſe notions? what 
unreaſonable meaſures do they take of things? e 

ay expect next they ſhall commend theft, and make 
arangues to the praiſe of parricide; for they are 
aily advancing the boldneſs of their impieties, and 
th confidence” avowing them, Other ages have 
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padenet m glory in them. But would mes but open 


(heir own eyes, and, give way to the ſentiments of 
their own minds, they would ſoon alter their maxim 
ind diſcover the miſcrable deformity of vice, ard t 
amiable beauty and majeſfy of religion: that it dot 
at once adorn and advanee the human nature. a 
hath in it every thing generous and noble, chearf 
d ſpiritual, free and ingenuous; in a word; that 
rgbteous ty movie excellent than his neightohr. = 
Betore we proceed further, it will be neceſſary to 
take off ſome prejudices and objections that ariſe a- 
gainſt the nobleneſs and excellency of religion And 
the firſt is, 1 hat it injoineth lowlineſs and humility 
which men ordinarily look upon as an abject and 
baſe diſpoſition What ! will they fay, can. gver 
that man aſpire to any thing that is excellent, whoſe 
principles oblige him io lie low and grove] on the 
ground; who thinks nothing of himſelf, and is con- 
tent that all the world think cothing of him ? Is this 
a diſpoſition fit for any but thoſe whole croſs fortune 
obliges them to ſuffer miſeries and affronts ? Such 
ue mens thoughts of humility, which God loves ſo 
much, that we may ſay he ſent his own Son from 
heaven, to teach and recommend it. But if we pon» 
der the matter, we ſhall find, that arrogancy and 
pride are the iſſues of baſe and ſilly minds. a giddi- 
neſs incident to thoſe who are raiſed ſuddenly to un- 
accuſtomed height : nor is there any vice doth more 
palpably defeat its own deſign, depriving a man of 
that honour and reputation which it makes him aim 
at, | 

On the other hand, we ſhall find humility no ſilly 
and ſneaking quality ; but the greateſt height and ſubs 
limity of the mind, and the only way to true honour; 
Before deſtrudtion the, heart of man is. haughty, a 

beſore honour is humility, Lowlincls is the endow 
mend 
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ment of high-born and well educated fouls, who are 
- acquainted with the knowledge of excellent things; 
and therefore do not doat upon trifles, or admire 
little things merely becauſe they are their own, 
They have no ſuch high opinion of riches, beaury, 
ſtrength, or other the like advantages, as to value 
themſelves for them, or to deſpiſe thoſe who want 
them: but they ſtudy to ſurmount themſelves, and 
all the little attainments they have hitherto reached, 
and are (till aſpiring to higher and more noble things, 
And it it worth our notice, that the molt deep 
4 and pure humility doth not ſo much ariſe from the 
* conſideration of our. faults and defects, (though 
* that allo may have its own place) as from a' calm 
* contemplation of the divine perfections. By te- 
« fl-Qing on our ſelves, we may diſcover ſomething of 
* our own ſinfulneſs and miſery ; and thereby be c. 
* ed with & kind of hoiſterous and turbuſent grief and 
* indigasnon : but by fixing our eyes on the infinite 
« preatneſs and holineſs of God, we are molt fully 
* convinced of our own meanneſs. This will fink 
% us is the very. bottom of our beings, and make us 
« appear as nothing in our own ſight, when be- 
* held from ſo great a height.” And this is really 
the greateſt elevation of the ſoul 3 and there is no- 
thing in the world ſo noble and excellent as the ſub- 
limity of humble minds. 

Another objection againſt the excellency of a re- 
ligious temper, is, That the love of enemies, and par- 
don of injuries, which it includeth, is utterly incons 
ſiſtent with the principles of honour. Now, tho' it, 
be highly unreaſonahle to examine the laws of our 
Saviour by fuch rules as this, yet we ſhall conſider 
the matter a little. Nor ſhall we ſeek to elude or 

valify this precept, as ſane men do, by ſuch plol- 
ſes and evaſions as may ſult with their own practices. 
nay, 


piſc. J. / the religions, gt 


bay. we ſhall freely profeſs. that there is no ſalvation 
without the obſervation of it. A man had even as 
well abandon Chriſtianity, and renounce his baptiſm, 
as obſtioately refuſe to obey it. But, if we have any 
value for the judgment of the wiſeſt man and a great 
King, he will tell us, that 27 is the honour of a man 
to ceaſe from ſtriſe ; and he that is ſlow to wrath, 
is of great underſtanding. The meek and lowly 
perſon liveth above the reach of petty injuries; and 
blunts the edge of the greateſt by his patience and 
conſtancy ; and hath compaſſion towards thoſe who 
offend him; being -moze lorry. for the prejudee they 
do themſelves, than for that which they intended 
him. And let all the world judge whether it be 
more gracious to pity and love even thoſe who hate 
us, and to pardon the greateſt offences, than peeviſh- 
ly to quarrel on every petty. occaſion, aod make men 
fear our paſſion, hate our humour, and abandon our 
ſociety ? So what is bere brought as an ohjection 
epainſt religion, might with reaſon enough have been 
brought as an inſtance of its nobleneſs, 

| Having thus illuſtrated and confirmed what is aſ- 
ſerted in the text, that be righteous is more excels 
lent than tis neihbour ; let us improve it ina check 
to that profane and athieſtical ſpirit of drollery and 
ſcoffing at religion, which hath got abroad in the 
world. Alas! do men conſider what it is which 
they make the butt of their ſcoffs and reproaches ? 
Have they nothing elſe to exerciſe their wit and. vent 
their je{!s upon, but that which is the moſt noble and 
excellent thing in the world 2 What defige cap they 
propoſe pate thenriglyes by, Mis kind of Cher 
Would they have religion baniſhed from the face 
the earth, and forced tov.retire for ſhame ? Wh 
a poodly world ſhould we t havs of it ! =_y 


inc hann ,ã and order of this! @egeeighy the 
Carty 
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wogld then become 2 kind of hell, with ty 


mults and ſeditions, rapines and murders, ſecret mas 
ce, and open res by every. vico and every calas 
ity. *Tis only ſome little remainders of piety and 
irtue in the world that keep it in any tolerable con. 
ition, or make it poſſible. to be inhabited. And mu 
ot theſe be wretched perſons, and woful enemies tg 
ankind, who do what they. tan to reduce the word 
* a miſerable condition? Put let them do what 


ey will; they but kick againſt the pricks, Religis 
n hath ſo much native luſtre and beauty, that, noth 
ithſtanding all the dirt they (ſtudy to caſt e 
the melancholy and deformed ſhapes they dreſs 2 
n, it will atract the eyes and admiration. of all ſo 
ingenvous perſons: and while theſe men ſtud 
make it ridieulous, they ſhall but make thenmfel 
And O! that they would conſider how dear 
they are to pay for thoſe dull and inſipid jeſts where- 
with they perſecute religion, and thoſe who praiſe 
it or recommend it! what thoughts they are like to 
have of them when ſickneſs ſhall arreſt, and death 
threaten them; when the phyſicians have forſaken 
them, and the poor deſpiſed Miniſter is called in, and 
they expecting comfort from him they were wont to 
mock, and perhaps it is little he can afford them! 0 
that they were wiſe, and underſtood this,” that" thy 
would conſider their latter end ! 

There are others who have not yet arrived to thi 
height of profaneneſs, to laugh at all religion; but do 
vent their malice at thoſe who are more conſcienth 
ous and ſevere than themſelves. under preſumprion 
that they are hypocrites and difſemblers. But be 
ſides that in this they may be guilty of a great deal 
of uncharitableneſs, it is to be ſuſpected that they 
bear ſome ſecret diſlike to piety itſelt, and hate hy- 


pocriſy more for its reſemblance of that, than for 
its 
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mas its own vitiouſochs : otherwiſe whente eomos it that 
alas WW they do not expreſs the ſame animoſity agaialt other 
ant W vices ? 
on. Hitherto alſo may we refer thoſe expreſſions which 
. ſometimes drop from perſons not ſo utterly debauch- 
3 16 WW ed, but which yet are Steſpberpous and profane; 
dat this man is too holy, and that man too religious ; 
bat as if it were poſſible to excced in theſe things, 
igt What ! can a man approach too near to God? 5 
oth be be too like his maker? Is it poſſible to be over 
ix perfect gr over-bappy'? I confels a man may over» 
y act ſome parts of his religion, and be too much i 
ſome particular exerciſes of it neglecting other as 
4 peceſſary duties But this is not an exceſs of piety. 
but a defect of diſcyetion. And reaſon would teach 
ar vs rather 10 pardon mens infirmities for their pious 
inclinations, than to blame piety for their iofirmitics, 
Let me therefore intreat you all, eſpecially thoſe 
whole birth and fortunes render them more conſpi - 
cuous in the world to countenance holienſs, which 
you ſee is fo excellent; and beware that you do not 
contribute to that deluge of wickedneſs that over- 
floweth the earth. by ſcoffing at the molt ſerious 
things in the world. i F obtais this, 4 
maler buid to be one wore, but it is in you 
own favours , that you old alſo abandon every ki 
of impicty in yoor own practice, ſince in it every vil 
#uffian may vie and contend. with you. In oth 
caſes you forſake modes and cultoms when they bee 
come common Wickedneſs is now the moſt vulg 
and ordinary thing in the World. \ Shift, I beſcec y 
wk the faſhion, and embrace piety and virtue 
herein none bat excelient perſons rival 
Learn to adore your maker: and think it not below 
you to ſtand in awe of him who can rend the hea- 


ens, and make the foundation of the carth * | 
who 
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who needs but to withdraw his mercies to make you 
miſerable, or his aſſiſtance to reduce you to nothing, 

Study to enoble your ſouls with folid knowicdge and 
true wiſdom ; with an eminent greatneſs of mind, 
and contempt of the world ; a great liberty and free- 
dom of ſpirit ; an undaunted magnanimity and cou- 
rage; an extenſive charity and goodneſs ; a verer 
ate temper and purity ; an amiable meekneſs and 
humility : fo ſhall you render yourſelves honourable, 
and mire excellent than your neighbour, in this 
world; and be partakers of immortal honour and 
glory in the world to come. Amen. 


The indiſpenſable _ of loving out 


enem les. 


LUKE vi. 27. 


But I ſay unto you which hear, Love your enemies. 


HILE we travel through the wilderneſs of this 
world, much of the comfort of our pilgrim» 
age depends on the good correfpondenee, and mutal 
lervices and endearments of our fellow-travellers 
Therefore our bleſſed Saviour, whoſe precepts are all 
intended for our perfection ad felicity, fitted to pro- 
cure to us both the good things of this world, and 
that which is to come, has taken eſpecial care to join 
and unite the minds of men in the ſtricteſt bonds of 
friendſhip and love He hath been at great pains by 
his precepts and by his example by earneſt perſuaſi- 
ons and powerful motives, to {mooth. our rugged bur, 
mours, and calm our, paſhons, and take off th 
roughneſs and aſperity from our natures, which hin- 
ders 
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ders us from joining and cementing together. Now, 
were we to converſe with none but ſuch as are Chri- 
fans in earneit, we ſhould find it no hard matter to 
lire in concord and love; we ſhould meet with no 
occaſion of quarrel and contention; and ſhould only 
de obliged to love our /riends, becauſe all men 
vould be ſuch. But well did our Saviour know, 
tat hes part was to be ſmall iu che world.; that many 
ould oppoſe the profeſſion, and many more would 
neglect the practice of that religion which he taught; 
and that his followers, beſides common injuries inci- 
dent to others, were to meet with much enmity and 
hatred for their maſter's ſake ; and therefore, that, 
amidſt all theſe ſtorms, they might maintain that 
onſtant ſerene tranquillity, that amine ſweetneſs 
nd benignity of ſpirit, without which they could 
either be like him, nor happy in themſelves, he was 
leaſed to enjoin ſuch an ardent affection and charity 
owards all men, as no negle& can cool, no injury 
nextinguſh To love thoſe who have obliged us, 
$ that which nature might teach, and wicked men 
tactile; to favour thoſe who have never wronged 


1s Ws, is but a piece of common humanity : but our re- 
n- Wioion requires us to extend our kindneſs even to 
al Whoſe who have injured and abuſed us, and uhe en- 


moe to db anz! with ws miſchief; and that we never 
lelign any other revenge againſt our moſt bitter and 
yeterate enemies, than to with them well, and do 
dem all the good we can, whether they will or not: 
r unto 1hoſe that hear bim our Saviour faith, Love 


WOLF enemies. 


JN Bur, alas! how little is this minded by the greater 
i. ort of thoſe who call themſelves Chiiſhans! Other 
1”, Bhrecopts age broken and ſhghicd, but this godutire- 


ly befed amd diforedived by us In other caſes 


e acknowledge our fault, but ſtudy to qualify and 
| excuſe 
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excuſe it by the frailty of our nature, or violence of 
a temptation : (We are «ll ers; & , afacitin 
deed ; but who can help iu?) Now, though thee 
excuſcs, God knows, are very frivolous, and will be 
of no force in the great day of our accounts ; yet 
they imply ſomething of modeſty awd ingenuous ac- 
knowledgment ; and men may repent and forlake 
what they already condemn, But in the inſtance of 
loving enemies, and pardoning offences, * many are ſo 
bold and ingudent, that, inſtead of obeying; they 
uarrel with the law as impoſhble® or unjult; paſhay 
— upon that by which" themfelves mutt obe 
j How "unreaſonable is it (fay they) chat ve 
hould lore thoſe that hate us? What be- 
thac aft and thoſe objeas ? Can cold ſnow pro 

hgas, or camity beget affeRion ? Muſt web 
ioſeofible of the injuries we meet with, or rewarl 
him that offers them ! Muſt we diſolve he principles 
of our nature, and ceaſe to be en, that we may x- 
come Chriſtians ? Cheſe, and ſuch like, are eiii 
the expreſſions or thoughts of tov many among 1 
and either Chriit mult come down is his offers, 2 
remit ſomewhat of the rigour of his laws, or elſe a 
the promiſes of the goſpel, all the pleaſures of the 
other world, ſhall not cngage them to bis obedience, 
They will rather oknſe to burn in eternal flames 
fury and difaord, than live at peace with thoſe that 
have wronged them i 
It can the:efore never be unſeaſonable to preſs\a 
duty ſo very neceſſary, yet ſo much neglected. The 
text I have choſen for this purpoſe is very plain ahi 
clear: Laue your enemies. But. Becauſe many do 
ſtrain the precept to ſome ſuch ſenſe as may ſuit with 
their own practice, we ſhall firſt ſearch into the im 
Portance of it, and then perſuade you to perform i. 


The full meaning and importanee of the precept wil 
appeals 
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of MW appear, if we conficer, 1/7, Who they are whom we 
„nec manded tg lane; and. 24% Whercin the 

ſe love we owe them does confult, . | 

be The perſons whom we are "cohmindeP to lobe, 

et arc called our ehe ,fp And, Jett we thuuld miſtake 
cM them, they are; clearly. deſcribed in the following 
ke MW words. The fountain of _ enmity is within, 
of M They are thule who pate ws 5; who envy our happi- 
ſo acls, who wilh our nuſcry, hs abhor our pertbrs 
i 4 ſocietiy. Sint, were this fie leept within their 


, it engt well ſcorch thenfelvcs,"4r cd nor 
de — & : t . me abiiftancc le, Fine 
de the wee fenden; cher malice dees rp their 
„- togaes. | hey are farther deſcribed as thoſe that 
neun, they vent their wrath in, oeths WP i . 
en {oct calumuics, and open reproache ies 
ad ae r haves bes land wp ; they 1% us Le- 
la /, and procure us miichicf, tt 
lx · c HA enraged m l their, we#hall hard 
her uy whom we dare ately Sc Of our pri 
8; endes theic can, be no queſtion. But what 
. il W. of the enemies of our country, I ſeg 
MY bo warranty cnc them from our charity Wy 
the bay indeed lawn, en hale _ violent invaſion, ul 
os. Wl Beto nd our rights yr he tl (word. under the banng? * 
1110 publick mag rac, to whom luch authority is 
that P. armed ; but al rhis, may b done with as litls 
{El Þalicc end hatred as a jd geyray purith a male 3 


e General may be as void ot. Pathon as che Lord 
hicf ſuffice ; * and the foldier. as the 3 
dat charity will ohlige a priace neverto have recour 
fo the {word, til! 2 „that remedies fail ; to blunt 
he edge of war, by {paring as much as may be the 
Modeling of innocent blood, with ail other barbar 


tes that ule to accompany 4 and to accept 
caſonable capitulaucy. 


E. Wwe 
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party of a reformed church ſhall be more incenſed; 


called for fire from heaven on thoſe who would 
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We come next to the enten of o our relic 
And indeed there are many who are fo far fig 
thinking them to be among the number of til 
whom they are obliged to love, that they look upa 
it as a part of their duty to hate and malign then 
Their zcal is continually venting itſelf in fierce i 
vectives againſt Antichriſt, and every thing they a 
pleaſed to call Antichriſtian: and they are ready! 
apply all the prophecics and imprecations of the 0 
Teſtament, in their very prayers, againſt thoſe tk 
differ from them, And ordinarily the animoſitiesa 
greateſt where the differences are leaſt ; and e 


gainſt another, than either againſt the ſuperſtition a 
tyranny of Rome, or the carnality of the Mahome! 
faith. Yet, perhaps, you may find ſome who ap! 
in opinion, and only differ in ſeveral ways of exprell 
the ſame thing, and yet can ſcarce look on one art 
ther without diſpleaſure and averſion. But, ala 
how much do theſe men diſparage that religion 
which they appear ſo zealous ! how much do tt 
miltake the ſpirit of Chriſtianity ! Are the perl 
whom they hate, greater enemies to religion, t 
thoſe who perſecuted the Apoltles and martyrs 
profeſſing it? And yet theſe were the perſons whi 
our Saviour commanded his diſciples to love : 
himſclf did pray for thoſe that crucified him ; 
ſeverely checked the diſciples, when, by a preced 
brought from the Old Teſtament, they would i 
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receive them ; telling them, They knew net wa!) | 
rit they were of i. e. They did not conſider 
what ſpirit they were prompted to ſuch cruel 1 inch 


ou 

tions ; or, as others explain it, they did not yet! Dit 
fcintly underſtand the temper and genius of Chil m. 
anity ; which is pure and peaceable, gentle 1 
met 
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nere : of wil f , and fail of love. I men 


would impartially examme their hatred apd animoſi- 
ties againſt the enemies of their religion, I fear they 
would find them proceed from a principle which 
themſelves would not willingly own. Pride and 
ſelf-conceit will make a man diſdain thoſe of a diffe- 
rent perfuaſion ; and think it a diſparagement to his 
judgment, that they ſhouid differ from it, Mere na- 
ture and ſelf-love will make a man hate thoſe who 
oppoſe the intereſt and advancement of that party 
which himfeif has eſpouſed. Hence men are many 
times more diſpleaſed at ſome ſmall miſtakes in judg- * 
ment, than the greateſt immoralitics in practice; 
yea, perhaps, they will find a ſecret pleaſure, | and 
wicked fatisfaQion, in hearing or reporting the faults 
or ſcandal of their adverſaries, Certainly the power 
of religion rightly prevailing in the ſoul, would 
mould us into another temper : it would teach us to 
love and pity, and pray for the perſon, as well as 
hate and condemn the errors they are ſuppoſed to c- 
ſpouſe : it would make us wiſh their converſion ra- 
ther than their confuſion ; and be more deſirous that 
God would fit them for Woche world, than that he 
would take them out of this. We way indeed wiſh 
the diſappointment of their wicked purpoſes ; for this 
d charity to them, to keep them from being the un 
happy inſtruments of miſobief in the world: but be 
that can wiſh plagues and ruin to their perſons, and 
delights in their fins, or in their miſery, bath mare 
ef the devil than the Chriſtais. 

Thus you have ſeen who thoſe enemies are to 
whom our charity mult be extended. It follows to 
be conſidered, what is the nature of the love we 
owe them, I ſhall not now ſpend your time in any 
nee or curious ſpecyls tions about the natuse of this 
maſter oy” It is the prime aſſection of the ſoul, 

E 2 whica 


awhich gives meaſures, and lets POUNS iv alt 


The command in the text does nut amount to thi 


affectionate diſpoſition, both to ſecure and facilit 
our duty); dot we are certainly o'iiged to tuch al 
cere aye cody! good will to all men, as wall incl 
us to perform ali the good offices we can, ever 
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' 


vet; cvery man's hatred, grief, and joy, depending 


upon, and flowing frem his love. 1 Gull now On, 
vbicrve to you, iht there is a ſenfibic kind of Joy 
a certam tenderneſs and menag aflcction implant 
in us by nature towards our nearclt relations, on p 
pole to engage us to hoe pecuhar fercices we v 
them; ani there is an intimacy and delightful un 
berwixt friends, ariſing from ſome eſpecial ſympat 
of humours, and referring to the maintenance 
{uch correſpondencies, Thele are not always at e 
command; nor are we obliged to love cither ſtr; 
gers or enemies at this ratc. i hat u be 


ed, thut at heli e 2 perſon who hath nothif 
ſingularly raking ould find ſuch a ſpecial ki 


bels and denderneſs ariling dot um 10 our hang 
ach leſs can fondneſs and pte aſteëtion pr 
d Ham whe ſene of a hnru reverved from |; 


(though there be a great advantage in a tender a 


thoſe who have offended us. But the nature: 
mesures of this love vill more fully appear, if 
conlider what it dues exciude, and what it d 
imply. 

Firit, then, it excludes all harſh thoughts 
groundleſs ſuſpicions The +polile telleth us, it 
charity ihinketh no e that it hopeth all ir 
belivorh ul! things o entertain. with pleaf. 
every bad report of thoſe whe have offended us, 
to put the worli conltruction on their doubtfol 4d 
ons, is both a clcar evidence of our haired, ard 
unhappy method to continue it. Were once 
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ve we recommend ſcated in the woul, it mould foo. 
it our thoſe reſtleis jean. lies, lour ſuſpicions, har th 
ries, and imbittered t. r ; aad ditpiay itlelt 
a more candid aud gentle. t oft on ; far gel 
| ad ric ernuresg in a var EXtEnud, 
bn of greater avits, aud Co: e. ing of eller. 

ould make a man nteryret al.: nos :. e be 
eaoing chey are cap. of; aud ce ether to be, 
ut ken to bis, own pre: :utee, Ly . 300 fa ourab.g 
p00, th..n to 150 de ig does. iy a gant iels 
uſy. Jad evea in this fenfe tt ray be, want 
parity corre a unit, of uus. 

Again, The love s ich we o e to ebemies, ex- 
lades 711 cauſe Tels and immode: ate anger: It fur 
reth 16g. an! is Het e procoted ; endureth all 
lings, Oer Saviour t-Iis us, t 2 [2 - ' angry 
wth bis b: ter «a. thcut a Cauſe, Patt be iu dinger 
the Judęreut 5 and if his ang. c ed the cauſe, 
is equa ly guiity. Ai a»ger is vo. vitont ; 

be onpzy apd #41, This pi..on, as all 
er; implanted it. &z by God, is innocent when L 
{hiv its due bod ds: it das its proper office in th 


2 g k 
"oh nd, is the ſpleen in che vody; but its excel; = 
frac. twe.ls into a Viſca;:, To make it allows 


ne, it inelt no: excecd the 1alug of the cauſe, 

on of the campomricanees. It muſt be go- 
ered by diſcretion, a. d ker: within the bounds of 
eaſon, that it orca not Forth into eRont cxmpret · 
dhe, or vio cat or vlipmeabie sdions And fur- 
der, it muit not be tro #5riaantnt and lafting ; we 
al; not let the ſan ſet upon our anger. Plutarch 
els us, that the Py/hogorean; were cu efui to ob- 
ve tlie very letter ot this F. ecept : for if anger 
ad boije” up to the height of an: fury on reproach, 
tlore ſui ſer they would He each other, and re- 
c their fri'endthin 3 they were aiuamecd that the 
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hg wo 


yon” -* The indiſpenſabls duty 


ſame anger which had diſturbed the counſels of the , 
day, ſhould alſo trouble the quiet and repoſe ofthe WW, 
night, leſt, mingling with their reſt and dreams, it , 
ſhould become prevalent and habitual in them. And, . 
fare, we owe an infinitely greater deference to the Wi 
precepts of our bleſſed Saviour, and his holy apoſtles, MW. 
than they did to their maſter's reaſoning and advi- Wir: 
ces. And though we ſhould not take this precept Wir, 
in its ſtricteſt and literal fignification, yet this we Wyn: 
mult know, that the ſame paſſion and reſcatmeat Wed 
become vitious and-criminal by its continuance. An- nz 
ger may kindle in the breaſt of a wiſe man, but re/#* Mir, 
only in the boſom of a fool. And this will lead us urs 
to a third thing which the precept in our text doe Min 
condema. s 

The love of enemies here commanded, does ex- Nit 
clude all rooted malice and rancour, proceeding In 
trom the memory and reſentment of injuries. after 
the prejudice and harm ſuſtained by them is over, 
Certainly there is nothing more contrary to charity, 
than a pzeviſh ruminating and poring on the offences 
we have met with ; and their memories are very ul 
employed, who ſeldom remember a courteſy, or for- 
get a wrong. It is ordinary for ſome who dare not; 
profeſs intentions of revenge, to expreſs their reſent-, 
ment in ſome ſuch threatening as this: That they 
will forgive the injury, but never forget it. I hope; 
they do not mean, they will paſs it at this time, and; 
revenge it afterward. This would but make the (ia; 
the greater, by being more deliberate. Is it then 
that they intend them no harm, but will ceaſe to do 
them good? This is a lame and imperfect charity;; 
expreſzly contradictory to the precept in the text, 
' injoining us 70 bleſs them that curſe us, to de god 
to they that hate us, and to pray for them that 
deſpite/uly 
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ſpiteſully uſe us, Nor mult we expet the ble ſſing 
Cod, if this be all we allow to others; „er ith 
bat meaſure we nete, it ſhall be meaſured to us 
gain. There is but one way we may lawfully re 
vember an injury; and that is fo as to be more cau- 
ous in truſting one who hath. deceived us, or ex- 
oling ourſelves to the power of him who bath 
yronged us. In this caſe religion does allow and 
rect us to join the ſerpent's wiſdom with the dove's 
nnocency, But then, I am ſure, it is neither ne- 
eſary nor ſit to threaten thoſe who have wronged 
u, with our reſolutions to remember the i tojury. We 
nay be as cautious as we pleaſe without it; and thoſe * 
hreats do nothing but rankle and diſpleaſe our adver- 
ary, which ought to be no part of a Chrillian's de- 
0. A meek and charitable perſon will be loth to 
ne his memory infeſted, and his thoughts ſoured 
ith reſentment of wrongs : and if they occur to his 
ind, he will make no other aſe of them, than ts 
wut himſelſ on his guard; wynlels from thence he 
e oocafian to benches ads oblige the perſon what 
| bafoffended him, and as our text expreſsly _— 
d do him good, to blefs, and pray for him. 
Again. This precept does exclude and prohibit 
he taking or procuring any revenge. By revenge, 
ve mean ſuch a ſimple evil dane to our adverſary, 
des bring no real benefit or reputation to ourſelve 
lor certainly it is not unlaw ſul to ſeck the reparatio 
our own right by an authoriſed judge, nor yet t 
pn for the publick ſecurity by t 
enders, unleſs ſome ſpecial circum 
This may many times be done without preju- 
ce or hatred, yea with great kindneſs and compa ſſi 
towards the perſon of the offender. But, if W. 
ae any Charity or love to our adverſaries, we 


tealiy alice with the evil that befals them; 
E 4 therefore 
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therefarc will neyes willingly procure onrſcives that 
trou we by infl ting it on chem. It is an evidence o 
8 wicked and malicious bumour, to plcaſc ourlelve 
in tue nnſcry of another, or delight in an evil tha 
brings us vo good, WW hatever latitude the Jens 
either had or pretended to, it is nut lawful for ust 
delice eye for e. or ret for taoth, unleſs we wouk 
7, that his eyd would ſerve our head, or his hand 
: 027 arm, or his paia allay our torment, which iy 
had procured to us 
* From eng: we may j:6g- what is :o be thought 
of tho'c who arc ready, to revenge the final! {t ing 
jury, CYCN an UNC. cg. eſhion, wh the death 
2 offender z never Dc: 28 \Jatisfied till they bay 
| Arg! lires, and 28 mayy ſou's, in the comp 
gat: 4 thing which ſnould not L Smd among Chr. 
fians, b 27 Hitch the fore dete ation, we have again 
be vitelt actions; for whaicver colonts of braver 
gallantry it may be painted with, it is really no 


Marder. Nor does it differ fro the b- fell aN. 
tian, ſare only in this, with the wickedneſs o * 
tmp: ing 2z0ther's bc 3: } joins the aſhneis am 

of cxpaling apr own. 

Lalily, The love which we owe our enemies, 
does exciade all ſupereilious and ſcornſul contempt 
and neglect of them. Winch I mark the rather, be- 
cauſe ſome think they have ſufficiently c..cyea the 
precept, if they overiook an injury, as thinking the 
perſon below their rerenge. Mean while their cor- 
rupt nature reliſhes as much pleaſure in the ſcorn 
and diſdain of their enemies, as it conld in the te- 
venge of the injury: their wicked humours ano not 
ſhared, lum only change their diet. Of this nature 
was the anſwer of the "philoſor her, to ſome who in- 
cited and provoked him to revenge, if an aſs kick 
me 


bing e. ie tha:: a more ſnecivus and fo: ml kind of 
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me. ſhall I kick him * This is but a lame and 
miſhapen charity: Tt hath more of pride than good- 
nets. We ſhould learn of the 5% Zeſus, who was 
not only zueet, but lowly. We ſhould contemn the 
injury, and pity the weal:nefs, but ſhould not diſdain, 
or deipiſe the perſons of our enemies. Charity” 
do:anteth nos itſelſ, ic ne! puſſed up, doth not be- 
date herfelſ unſeerty., y 
Having haus diſcovered theſe thiags which are in- 
* Wconvſteat with charity, ard cxcluded by che /2ve of” 
eerties. it vemaius that we ſhew what it does im- 
poit and require. 

* Firi;, then. it imports, an inward kindaeſs and af- 
ſefion ; „nich if it does not amount to that paſſan- 
d tenderncis which we have for cur near relations 
add intimate friends, yet it im ie, a ccd will to- 
wards them. and frien ly conceramer iu their in- 
iereſt, If we love ian enemy we all with his 
welfare, and rejoice in it, and be unfeiaget:y ſorry 
for any diſaſter that befals him; fo far ſhall we be 
from rejoicing in his misfortunes, And certainly 
had we a right ſenſe of things, we ſhould be more 
ttoubled for the harm which our enemy does to bis 
own ſoul by wronging us, than for the prejudice we' 
ſuſtain by him: our compaſſion towards lum would“ 
diminiſh, if not altogether ſwallow up the reſent- 
ment of what we ſuffer from him. 

But our kindneſs and good will towards our ene- 
mies mult not reſt in empty wiſhes, but exprels it ſelf 
in kind words and friendly actions. When we ſpeak 
to our enemy, it mult be in fuch ſmooth, diſcreet, 
and obliging terms, as are moſt like to mollify and 
gain him; that by /o/r anſwers we may turn away 
hiyavrath, and ſhun all gr icvurs words, which ſtir 
up anger. When we {peak of him it ſhould be as 
adyantageouſly as we can with truth, concealing or 
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qualifying u ſguhs, and pratfine wharever s good , 
in him. Apd ſore be mult be fiogularly bad in wbom * 
ws cap had novieg is comment. - 

Again, We mult perform for them all thoſe good 
offices which their neceſſities call for, and our power 
can reach, Do goed to them that hate you. If our 
enemy hunger, wwe mult ſeed him ; if be thirſt, we I. 
muſt give him drink : ſo ſhall we heap coals of fire 
upon his head, to mollify his obdurate temper, and 
overcome his evil by our good ; but not to aggravate 
his guilt and puniſhment, as ſome miſtake the words : 
for though that be many times the iſſue, yet ought | 
it not to be any part of our deſign. 2 1 

Laſtly, Becauſe all that we can do for the good of 
enemies ſignifies little, we muſt employ our intereſt 
in the court of heaven in their behalf, begging of | 


Cod that he would turn their hearts to himſelf and K 
to us, and bleſs them with the pardon of all their i 
ſins, particularly the wrongs they have done to our- 

ſelves, and with all things neceſſary for their preſent 90 
welfare, or future, happineſs. Pray /or them that . 


deſpiteſully uſe you. And this is the ſureſt evidence 4. 
of our charity to them. Mild words may be defign- 
ed as a ſnare to intrap them, and courteſy may be 4. 
done them to ſerve our vanity, or a generous kind 


of pride; which may make us, delight to have our E 
enemy indebted to us, as knowing that it is more i 


veriary, than to trample on him, But i muſt be 
on!y obedience to God's commands, and ſincere love . 
ro our enemy which can make us take him 1nto our 
cloſet, and into our heart; to ſhare our prayers with 
him, and make him partake of the fruits of our de- 
votions; and to have that fame concernment for his ka 
mereſts as for our own, at once recommendisg them 
both to our heavenly Father, 


glorious in the eyes of the world to raiſe a fallen ad- : 
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this time I * ou 1338 the importance 

is LY ept of dur viour, Love hour Bneth?er + 

it 2 at we exhork yöu to the performante. 
And I ſhall begin with an argument? Which "maybe + 
of force to give the firſt aſſault to our rebellious in- 
clinations, and make way for further and more mild 
perſuaſions ; and it ſhall be, the indiſpenſable ne- 
celity of the duty. We mult not look upon this as 
a matter which we may do or omit at pleaſure ; nor 
yet as a counſel of perfection, highly commendable, 
but not abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation. It is as 
indiſpenſably required as any other duty of cur re- 
ligion; ; and he u reſolves not to obey in thas ig 
(hore, may renounce his baptiſm, and abandon 
dyillianity. None can eſcape the obligation of the 
recept, unleſs he be {o rarely bappy as to have ns 
cgemies; nor mult any think to redeem themſelves 
from this by ſome other performance, Let our opi- 
nions be never ſo orthodox, and our zeal in maintain » 
ing them never ſo fervent ; let our prayers be never 
ſo frequent, apd all our diſcourſes raviſhing ; let our 
other attainments be never ſo great, and our confi» 
dence of our ſalvation never ſo ſtrong: yer, if we 
refuſe to obey this precept, we are none of Chrilt's 
diſciples 3 or, in the words of the Apolile, we may 
lay, Though I /beak with the tongues of men and 
angels : though I have the gift of prophecy, and un- 
derſtand all myſteries, and ail knowledge ; and though 

[ 6: flow all my g:2ds to feed the aer, yea althiugh 
[ give my body de be burned, and tave not this cha- 
rity, and love, even to mine enemies, 1. þrefiteth 
me nothing. And our Saviour himſelf tells us ia 
expreſs terms that unl/5 we forgive others their 
treſþa es, neither 1071. God torg ve us ours Mea, 
he hath taught us to pray for pa: den, in ſuch terms 
3s imports a dreadful curſe upon oulclies, if we are 
E 6 | malicious 
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malicious and revengeful, while we beg God would 
pardon us in the ſame manner that we”pardon thoſe 
who fin againſt as; ſubſcribing, as it were, with our 
own hands, and confirming out of our on mouthy 
that ſentence which ſhall be pronounced againſt us ; for 
even ſo will God forgive us, i e. he will take ven- 
geance on us, if we have dealt fo with others. And 
as thoſe who do not love their enemies, do beg 
their own ' condemnation in prayer, allo hey eat 
and drink it in the holy ſacrament, And men ere 
commonly fo far convinced of this. that many chuſe 
to keep back from the table of the Lord that they 
may more freely entertain their animoſities. Burt, 
alas! what a folly and madreſs this is! Think, 
they to excuſe a ſin by the negle& of a duty? Or 
can they put off death, as they do the participation 
of the ſacrament ? Or can they hope to be admitted 
into the eternal enjoyment of God, if they ſhould 
die in that malice, which renders them unſit to ap- 
proach unto him in that holy ordinance ? Do not 
deceive yourſelves : never ſhall any enter into thoſe 
bleſſed manſions, thoſe regions of peace and love, 
whoſe heart is not firſt inſpired with charity, and 
loftened into a compliance with this very precept. 
And it were as abſurd, to think that a man may be 
malicious and revengeful all his days, and yet go to 
heaven, there to learn meckneſs and charity, as to 
think that a man may be luxurious and diſhoneſt in 
this world and become temperate, and honeſt, and 
happy in the other. In a word, whatevet ſhifts we 
may make to deccive ourſelves, the commaad is cleat 
and expreſs, the ſanction ſevere and peremptory 3 
we have but our choice of theſe two, /ove of enemies, 
or dammation. 

Nor can this ſeem unreaſonable to any who con- 


ftiders, that God i is the author of our natures, the 
Creator 
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creator of all our ſaculties may juſtly rule our inclina- 
tions. and diſpoſe of our love and affeclions: and yet 
he is content ( if 1 may ſo ſpeak) to bargain with. 
&s, and ww buy eff our natural, or rather wicked tre- 
ſentments ; offering us his own mercy and favour, . 
freedom from hell, and everiaſling happineſs, on 
this, amongſt other conditions, that we love our 
eres. ; 
Nay, farther, the duty is ip uſelf ſu reaforghle, 
that the more ſober of the Heathens. who had no- 
thing above reaſon to teach them, have acknowledg» 
ed it, noc as neecflaxy, yet as highly becoming, 
and an eminent inſtance of a virtuous and generous 
mind. Piats could ſay, That injury is by no means: 
to be done, or to be repaid to him that has done 
it, add when a malicious perſon faid to Zens, Let 
mig periſh if T dent do you @ miſeoief ; his anſwer 
was, Get me pr N I don't reconceile thre 49:me. 
Antoninus ielis us frequently, That all reaſonable 
creatures are born for ene another ; and that it is 
the part of juſtice to bear «with others : That it is 
through ignorance they offend us, as not knowing the 
riht way to their own happineſs ; and therefore aue 


ſrould rather inſiruct them better, than bate them: 


That the beſt kind of revenge is, not to become like 
them in wickedneſs and malice And many other 
excellent arguments docs that Royal philoſopher 
bring to the ſame purpoſe, And Plutarch gives this 
as one of the reaſons why God is fo flow in puniſh» 
ing wicked perſons, that we may learn meekneſs and 
patience by his example; adding that excellent ob- 
ſcrvation, That our greateſt happineſs and perfection 
con/iſts in the imitation of our maker. 

But, to leave the teſtimonies of Heathens, the 
obligation of this precept of loving our enemies may 
be deducted from another, which every man will 

acknowledge 
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ethers wwhat wwe wonld have done to ourſelyver. Every 


one of us deſires ty be lavgd and cheriſhed by others ; 


to have our faults pardoned, our failings overlooked, 
and our neceſſities ſupplied. Or, if any be fo haughty 
and (tnbboyp that they diſdain a orf from an 
coemy; vet 4 lope mere js we g d. bot be 
deliges whe favour of God ; whole harwd be de. 
lenves infinitely more, than tis moſt biiter enemy 
can deferve is. How than can we think it unreaſon- 
able, to allowwthat to others, which ourſelves ex- 
pect and defire ? Can we look that our maſter ſhould 
forgive us ten thouſand talents if we take our Vel. 
 low-ſervant by the throat, and lale him into priſm 
for an hundred pence ? Or with what confidence 
can we ſay pardon our fins unleſs we be willing to 
add, that we pardon thoſe who ſin againſt us ? Ger 
taioly, if it be reaſonable ro ſeek pardon, it is juſt 
apd equal to: gige it: asd nothing but blind ſelſiſh 
nels, and extravagant partiality, can teach us to make 
ſs gnxeafonable a difference berwixt our ſelves and 
others. 64 e 
Again, The reaſonableneſs of this duty will far- 
ther appear, if we compare it with thai malice and 
revenge which it does oppoſe, Can there be any 
thing more againſt natural reaton than to delight in 
an evil which can bring-no. benefit to us? Yet this 
is the very nature and eſſence of revenge: for, if 
the damage we ſuſtain can be repaired, it is no 
revenge to ſeek it; and, if it cannot, it does 
no way alleviate the evil of the accident, that we 
draw him that cauſed it into as great a miſery : nay, 
utjeſs we ase dase, aud withoar bowels it will 
our he t fe ao ctrl betel m. And 
he is a miſerable perſon indecd, whole delight is 
in miſchief, whole good is the evil of his neighbour, 
Yea 


acknowledge to be highly reaſonable, the doing 15 
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Yea, I may ſay, that he who returns an injury, is 
many times more unreaſonable than he who offered: 
it: for he who firſt wrongs another, hath commonly 
ſome temptation of advantage by it; which revenge 


's 
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cannot pretend to. But if he has done it out of mere 
naſe er he is not worſe than the other who re- 
worns it; there being as much phantaſtick pleaſure i- 
ſpite, as in revenge: both ate alike miſcrable and“ 
extravagant. | 1 0 > 
And who are they againſt whom we bend our 
malice and revenge? Are they not u, partakers 
of the ſame nature, deſcended from the ſame ftock 
with our ſelves, fellow citizens with us in the world, 
and with whom we ſhould hope to live for ever in a 
better? And ſhould ye not bear much with thoſe 
who are To nearly related to us? Nay more, they 
are the workmanſhip of God's hands, and, for any 
thing we Know, either are, or may become his chil-- 
dren and friends: and dare we pretend any love to 
God, if we do not ſpare them for hi ſake ?- And, 
laffly, if they have done us any real wrong, they ure 
in ſo far fag, and deſtitute of reaſon : and who 
1 quarrel with a madman ? Certainly an iujuri- 
ous perſon knows not what he is deing for he can 
eser wound his neighbour but through his own 
ſides, nor prejudice another in a trifling intereſt, 
if without hazarding his own eternal concernment 
end therefore he deſerves our pity rather than our 
hatred, | 
Much more might be brought to demonſtrate the 
reaſonableneſs of what our Saviour calls for in the 
f text z but I hope what has been already faid may 
ſuffice to ſtop the mouths of malicious and revenge- 
ful men, who” ate ready to quarreſ nh it. And, 
if this or any other duty ſeem abſurd or unreaſon- 
4 «ble to us, we may learn the cauſc from the * 
| | he 
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The carnal man receipeth net the things of the Spi: 
rit of Cod; for they are fooliſhneſs unto þiz*, 
It is tac carnality of our heart that makes it iecm 
10: and therefore, inſtead of diſpuing the duty, let 
us cndgavout dg puriſy our ſouls, and open che eyes 
of our mind; and we {hall find it to be wge, which 
wiſdom ſaid of her docirizes, They are all plain 10 
bim that underſtandeth, and right io .vem toat ind 
know!lcage, 

But, in the third place, tre Jove of enemes 's 
nod only neceſſory and rcaſo able, but allo ainiabie 
and del ante; it has a gicae yea. of pieaſute and 


ſweerneſs in it, Of this, I con. cls, tue greatelt evi- 
deace muſt te had from e experience and praciice I: : 
of it; the nature ever v earthly pleaiures being We 


ſuch, that oaly the eujormernt can make a man n 

| ha 
know them, But, tho:gh the fall k o edge heres 
of require a nezrer acquaintance, yet even thoſe 
Who look at a Gi ce, may perceive fome:hing of Wa, 
amiableneſs in it, eſpecially compatipg it with the 
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trouble and uneutnels of that vice it would deliver Q 
us from. Nalice and revenge are the moſt reſtleſs Ila, 
a 


and torincaticg pallions that can poſſeſs the mind; 
they keep it in cg tinnal hurty amd diſorder ; they 
gauw a has hea with anguiſh and vexaton, and 
embitter all his enjoyments ; they marr the plcaſures 
of the day, and interrupt the repoſe of the pight. 
Solomon deſcribes theſe men, They fleep not except 
they have done miſchief ; and their flcep is taken 
away except they cauſe ſame to full + 

On the other hand, the meck and peaceable man, 
Whoſe mind is brought to a compliance with this pre- 
cept, is above the malice of his enemies. It is not 
in their power to vex him, Amidit all the aſſaults 
of injuries and affronis, 44$- fam as à rock, which 
n9 


| Cor. ii. 14, Prov. iv. 16. 
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a winds on ſimke, po was remove Fic is happy 
in the calmneſs and ſerenity of his ſpirit ; aud is ſure 
either to convert or ſhame bis adverſary by his pa- 
tince and friendly behaviour And then the conſci- 
ouſnels of performing his duty, and atfyrence of ſa- 
ure tand, afford him inſinitely more pure and ſo- 
lid pleaſure and delight. than any can expect by in- 
dulging and gratifying their vengetu] humour- 

The advantages of this duty will more clearly 
appear, when we take a view of thoſe prejudices 
winch commonly are cntertained againſt it; which 
ſuall be our next work. 

Fiſt, then, ſome cry out upon this precept as in- 
joining impoſũbilities, doing violence to the very 
» onſtitution of nature, and obliging men to a debt 
that no man is able to pay. They will tell you that 
tis as ealy to hate ourſelves, as to Jove our ene- 
nies ; to love pai. as to bear an injury meekly: 
feln and blood can't endure it. M hat arrogance 
d preſumption is this, thus to itapeach the divine 
laws ? It is impoſſible ; therefore God ſaould not 
lave commanded it. Such is their reaſoning. Were 


. WOW ew w 5 0 


' Wit not far more rational to argue thus : It is indiſ- 


penſioly commanced, therefore it mult, needs be 


rer lived 5 and ſo i: will be, by God's aſſiſtance, 
0 ol! that make it their itudy. Fleſh and blood can» 


the account, Fleſh aud blood ſhall never enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. it is indeed againſt the pro- 
penſion of our corrupt natuie ; but it is the work of 
Chriſtians to mortify their corruptions. And if we 
think it impoſſible, at the command of God. and for 
the purchaſe of heaven, to love an enemy, and par- 
don an injury, bow would we bear thole hard trials 
which Chriſtians have ſuffered by the cruelty of per- 

ſecutots ? 


vt do it. True e:ough 3 but then take this into 


poſhble ? And ſo it has been to all good men that 
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ſecutors? Whether is it eaſier to ſuffer a wrong, of 
to give au body d be burned ? Certainly; when we 
have obeyed this precept, we have pot yet re/i/ted 

unto blond; and therefore that obedience can never 

be impoſlible, ſince harder things may be expected 

from us «Fhereforeſcrioufly ſet about the work, 
and endeavour to bring your minds to a com liance 
with it; and then your own experience ſhall confute 

thefe idle pretences, and evince the poſſibility of the 
performance. 

Another prejudice againſt this precept, is, That it 
ſeems to encourage injuries, by hopes of impunity 
and reward; giving the deligquent gccaſion to expe 
kindneſs and love, inſtead of the puniſhment which 
he deſerves; and ſo we ſhould draw upon ourſclves 
a ſecond injury by not requitiog the firſt. 
ur have tald you. that this-precept 
oes not forbid thè exerciſe of juſtice by thoſe t 
whom the {word is &@mmitted, when the publi 

eurity calls for it. As & parent may at once lov 
md correct his child, ſo | be in 

ich the perfon he does | And though it 
ſhould be granted, that, by pardoning injuries, we 
do expoſe ourſelves to new ones; yet would this a- 
mount to no more, but that we may ſuffer hardſhips 
by our obedience to God; which I hope is not e q 
nough to diſpenſe with, our duty, But truly the 
matter goes not commonly thus : for if we conſult 


either our own obſervation, or the experience of F. 
others, we ſhall find, that meek and charitable per | ** 
ſons are molt ſeldom expoſed to injuries, or engaged f 


in troubles, He muſt needs be a deſperately wicked 
perſon, who will offer a ſecond injury to one who by 
hath requited the firſt with kindneſs and love, Such | 
a fweet diſpoſition will mollify we hardgſt hearts, A: 
and charm the molt froward humours ; eſpecially if I ** 

| we 
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— * 
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ve carry ourſelves with ſuch prudence and diſcretion, 
25 may teſtify that we are ated by a e and gener- 
dus charity, and not by a ſtupid infenſibility., How 
often does a ſoft anſwer turn away Brath ? and the 
overlooking of an injury prevent farther trouble, 
ing wear upon tic fp weforcit ek fore 
10 a ane ? Hence, if we look vpon meck and 
quiet peſons, we ſhall ordinarily find them happy in 
the peace of their famillies, and favour and kindneſs 
of all their neighbours: whereas the angry, quarrel- 
ſome, and malicious perfon, is an eye-ſore to all a- 
bout him; his neighbours. ſhun him, his ſervants 
dread him, and all ar agg! avoid him, And there- 
tre the obſervation of. this precept of our Lord, is 
ſo far from expoſing us to new injuries, that by the 
mercy of God it will prove the beſt means to ſecure 
our tranquillity, © Peace ſhall be the reward of 
peaceable temper. . 
But, lallly, ſome will tell us, that the love of e- 
temies, and pardoning injuries, is inconſiſtent with * 
the principles of* honour ; and will expoſe us to con- 
tempt and deriſion. But, alas! to what a fad paſs 
are we come, if neither reaſon nor religion may pre- 
ſcribe the rules of henour; if our notions of it muſt 
be taken from the language of the ſons of Belial, of 
ſrife and violence; if to imitate the Deity in his moſt 
glorious attribute of mercy and forgiveneſs, and be- 
come perfed? as our Father which is in heaven is 
perſe, be accounted a baſe and diſhonourable thing; 
asd if from this vain img phantaſtick ſhacow 
of reputation, we will violate all laws, human and di» 
rine, and forfeit eternal happineſs! Bot who are 
they that will think the worſe of you for your pa- 
tience ? Some vain empty fools, ſome profane athei- 
ftical wretehes. wiſe judgements are not valuable, 
zor their praiſe worth the having. Or what can 


they 
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they ſuy of you, but that yuu are meet ard [vip 
imitatots of tnt bleſſed maitcr whum we profeſs to 
ſerve? And why do we own the nime of ee 
if we be ahamed of the ſpirit and life of Chriſtianity ? 
\Why do we nat eafl oorietves witer rhe name of 
Cnr, Men, or ſohc or apgry 20d eme 
. * we ele nol 44 wore glos ions 

and cexccliont? But, if we have any detcreace foi 
ſo wiſe a man and t 2 king as Solor2on, he will 
tell us, that it is the honour of @ tau 10 ceaſe fro: 
Brie; and that be tha! 3s /Ioxv to anger is better 
than the nighty ; and he who ruleth dis ſpirit, bet» 
ter than he whe taketh a city. 

Thus you ſec how unreaſonable thoſe prejudicrs 
are which kcep men from the practice of this necel- 
ſary duty. It tema as now, that we hint at ſome * 
helps for tire pe: for:nance of it. 

+ The feathers were pretiy ingenious in deviſing 
motves of. paticnce. hey wald 4c: us, nat % 
aue vere nels e/cnded, i: avas los ſean to reſent 
it ; if long li ie jince, ii at tos late. If the eſ- 
fender be too ſiro:ig for ut, it were fully ta contend ; 
if he were toc veal, it were a frame Are we 
ended 5» a friend, let us remember our : J friend: 
hip; if 5; an enemy, let us de bim a kindneſs, and 
he cuil do fo no mere. hut Chriilianity witl direct 
us to better means for compoſiag the foul into the 
meckneſs and ch-rity which it does require. 

The firlt 1 ſhall recommend, is 4amility. Let us 
earn to have low thoughts of ourſeives 3 and then 
we all have both tewgr cvemmes, d be mom in- 
cliaed to {ave them. Pride und ſelf concei: makes 
us over rate every petty injucy, and inclines us ts 
revenge 2 but if we conlider what poor contemptible 
things we are in ourſelves, and what we have deſer- 


red, if not from men, yet From God, whoſe inſtru- 
ments 
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ments they arc for our correction, we thal} be little 
concerned at what the world calls aflionts, and ealily 
eco ſeiled to thoſe who have wronged us. 

Secondly. Let us learn to have a low eſteem of 
the prelent world, and al things therem and! this 
wiltear- off the ocvationsof our hatred and animoſts 
ties. Men may wang asm gur fORuae or g- 

tion; bat they cannot rab Rates A iy of 
the favour of Grd. und crerna} heppingſs And 
therefore, if our niinds be once railed above. choſe 
tranſitory vanities, we cannot meet with injuries 
worth the reſenting. 17 we aim at heaven, and the 
glory of another wor we tha'l not ſtand to quarrel 
and contend about any tithng interelt in our way 
thither 

Thirdly, The frequent and ferious thoughts of 
death, would conduce much to allay vur hatred, and 
diſpole us to meekneſs and chatity. Neunes 
tal us, that when {warms St bees tighten the ar, 
the; arc diſpetſed. by mthrywing doit among them, 
Did we in our thoughts often reflect upon that dult 
whereunto we mutt 4 thortly rctuen, we ſhould 
moe caſily lay down our quarrels and animoſi, ies. 
While we contend about ſmall things, little do w 
conſider that death is coming on apace, and wil 
ſwallow up*the victor and it + vanquitaed ; him that 
s in the right, and him that is in the wrong Lok 
back upon the private contentions, or publick come 
motions, Which infetled the worid an hundred years 
ago. Where are they who managed them? They 
ate all gone down me the dark and hient grave, 
Death hath decided their controverizes, and within a 
few days it will do ſo with ours, and fend us al to 
plead our cauſe before our great judge; and it will 
go ill with us, if we appear there in malice. There- 


fore, why ſhould our haired be long, ſince our life 


fuſe to live at peace with outs? Remember with whit 
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is ſo ſhort ? One would think we ſhould find bete 
. ſor the. ſhort time we Tal to ſpend 
But, 1] or ents #2 my * to N 
ſelves the bleſſed example of the hol 

when he was reuiled, roviled not agai 

ſuffered, he threatened not; "But — 5 wy 
to him that judgeth rivhteouſly. 

Let us frequently remember what great things he 
hath done and ſuffered for us poor ſinful wretches ; 
even while awe were enemies and rebels to him ; hoe 
that in all the paſſages of his life, and all the b 
ſcene of his ſufferings, he was ated by that fame 
charity and love to his enemies which he calls for a 
our hands. It was this which moved him to ceſcend 
from heaven, and clothe himſelf with the frailtic$0 
our nature, ard endure the troubles of a calamitou 
life, and the pains of a bitter death, to deliver u 
from that eternal miſery whereinto we had plunget 
ourſelves. And may not his goodnel(s and mercy to 
us, mollify our hearts, and overpower the corrupt- 
on of our revengefal nature, and inſpire us with car 
neſt deſires and reſolutions to imitate his bleſſed er. 
ample ? After all that he hath done and ſuffered for 
us, can we be guilty af ſoch à fhamefal ingratitude, 
as to deny him this poor ſatisfaction and acknawledy 
ment, to pardon an enemy for his-{ake ? Has he ii 


for us when we were his enemies, and ſhall we re 


patience he endured the contradiction of /inneri g 
gainſt himſelf ; with what humility he did condeſcend 
to waſh the feet of that wicked mifcreant, who ws 
at the ſame time reſelred ta betray him; with whit 
mildneſs did he bear the ſupine negligence and ſtupi 
dity of his diſciples, who ſlept in the time of his : 


gony, What charity and meeknels did he evidence 
; toward 
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toward thoſe who ſought his life ! He could have 
called for legions of angels to deltroy them, or made 
the ert m open her mon- and ſwallow them up: 

bat he wand nos employ bis priracylans power, farc 
why for thay good, reſtoring a forvany's car and 
I zeal of bim uo cut it 
off. Yes, part, he hung upon the croſs, and was 
approaching to the gates of death, all the cruel patus 
of body, and far more intollerable preſſure of ſpirit 
which he then ſuſtained, did not leſſen his wonderful 


tenderneſs of affection tor bis” bloody murderers : 


Father forgive them, for they know not what they 


— 


do. Let us be frequent and ſerious in the meditati- 
on of theſe things. And if we have any veneration 
for the example of our Saviour, and any ſenſe of his 
infinite mercy, this will diſpoſe us to the practice of 
his precepts, and the obedience of his laws; and 
particularly the obſervation of this neceſſary, this 
reaſdbable, and delightful duty, that we /ove our 


enemies. 


—_— 


The neceſlity and advantage of 2 
affliktions. 


LAM. iii. 27 28. 


It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his 


9 youth. He fitteth alone and fer pelb Hence, be- 


cauſe he hath born ut upon him. 


HE. great diſference and contratiety betwixt 
the maxims of the world, and thoſe which 
religion doth propoſe, is in nothing more ob ſervabie 


than in taking the meaſures of happineſs and felicity. 
Tuc 
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The world acconnteth him a happy man who enjoyetk 
a perpetual calm and ſun thine of profperity ; whoſe 
plealant and joyfal days are never overcalt with any 
cloud, nor dis tranquillity mierrupied by any dife 
ſtrous accident; and who was never acquainted with 
any other change, but that which brought him the 
new and freth relith of lucceeding pleaſures and ei- 
joyments. But religion hath taught us to look upon 
this as a condition full of danger; much more to be 
pitied than envied, to be feared than to be deſited. 
It hath taught us to conſider afflictions as in tances df 
the divine goodneſs, as tokens and pledges of his 
love; (for whom the Lord looeth, he chafteneth, and 
ferurgeth every ſon aum he Fecerueth ) ; add that 
theſe levere diſpenſauons are very neceſſary, and may 
prove uſefu} and advantageous : Hleſſed is the mir 
C fairh the Pſalanntt) when thou chaſteneſ}, 9 
Lord*. &c.; It is god for me that I have been af 
fited ; that F may learn thy ſtatutes F And the 
Prophet in the text. Ur ir good for a man that ht 
bear the yoke in his youth He was at this time 
loaded with the heavie't verphr of trouble and ſor- 
row, wha for the publick calamities of the nation, 
and what for his own pr: icular ſufferings : His get 
were running dnn 5vith rivers of water, fer tht 
dejſtructions uf the divohier of bis people ; dy wick: 
led down,” and eented nat. Juda was gone into 
coptieity beca lc of MA:Hion: the dwelt. among the 
Heathen, and found no reſt ; all her perſecators 
overtook her 'n the ttrans The ways of Z ian did 
mou, beceule nore came to the ſolemn teaſlls ; the 
vo ing and the of} were lying on the ground in the 
ſtreets, the virgins and youny men were fallen by the 
ſword, and the tew that remained, were (tarvirg 
for hunger. The people did ſigh, and ſeek bread; 

they 


Pfl. xciv. 12. + Pſal, cxix. 71. 
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they gave their pleaſant things for meat to relieve. 
their ſoul ; the children and ſucklings did ſwoon in 
the {treets, their ſoul was poured out into their mo- 
ther's boſom; the women did eat their fruit, their 
children of a ſpan long. And the Prophet had a 
large ſhare in theſe calamities, both by his own inte- 
felt, and his compaſſion towards his neighbour : 1 
am the man (faith he) that hath ſeen aſliction by the 
ye de bis wrath. Surely againſt me is he turned: 
turned hit hand againſt me all the day. | 
But after he had thus bemoaned himſelf, and gi+ 

vi WW ven ſome vent to his paſſion and ſorrow, he puts 4 
WM top to the curreat that was grown too impetuous. 
1 Wy 20d turns Mis thoughts another way. He acknow- 
ledgeth the juſtice of God's diſpenſations; and that 
it was a favour they ſuffered no more: This J recal 
Jie enn mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the 
if. Lord's mercies that wwe are not conſumed, becauſe 
he BY % compaſſions fail not. They are new every morn- 
MW i. Nay, when he had further pondered the mat- 


5 ter, he finds himſelf indebted to the goodneſs of 
Cod. even for the affliftions he endured : I is good 
n. er man, &c. | 
þ The bearing of the yoke is an ealy and obvious 


„ MW metaphor, importing the reſtraint of liberty, when 
or defires are denied, and we have not our wills, 
% not raryble up and down as we pleake ; and allo 


bebe prefſure of afflictions whigh gaw! and torment us, 
under which we ſmart and grone, Such is the yoke 


which the prophet tells us it is good for a man that 
the be bear, A (trange doctrine indeed to fleſh ard 
be dlood! and O how few do believe it! We judge of 
he WI wings by their outward appearance, and as they af- 
ing ſect us at preſent, (Now no affliction or chaſtning 
ſeemeth for the preſent to be joyous, but grievous *); 

F and 


® Heb xii, 11. 
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and wWe cannot perſuade ourſclees that there is ary 
good in that which we fccl to be troublelome a 
unpleaſant. But, if we cuntuit our reaion and our 
faith, they will ſooo bring us to the ack uo wiedgment 
of this truth, That afiiction cometh nat fart of lit 
duſt, * "ha dath trauble ſpring out of the ground, 
The cioſſes we meet with, arc got the afteets of blut 
chaeee ; hut the reſults of a wife and uncrring provi 
dence, which knoweth what is fitteſt for us, and lo- 
veth us better than we can do ourſelves There it 
no malice or-envy lodged in the boſom of that bleſſed 
being, whoſe name and nature is /ove He taketh 
no delight in the troubles and miſeries of his crea- 
tures: He doth not affiitt willingly, nor grieve die 
children of men, BW tue urhavety unworthy af hi 
wildem and goognets, to pleuſt hingdeif in ſering ſuch 
por creatutes as we ate, tod op and dawn in the 
waild, ze haheld our avgarth, and hear onsr groan. 
Jt is our happineſs and welfare which he deſigns in 
all his diſpenſations; and he maketh choice of the 
moſt proper and effeAuan! means for that end. He 
f-eth us wandering out of the way, ready io ruin and 
undo ourſelves ; and ſirſi he eſſayeth to reduce us by 
milder and more gentle methods: he trie h our gre 
titude N ingerw, by all the endearments of mercy 
105 goodnels ; he draweth us, with the cords of 
ore, and with the bands of a man. But if .we- brew 
i three bangs aſunder, and ent away hee 

as ; A we abuſc his goodneſs, and turn his gra 
into wantonneſs, then, not only his jollice, but hit 
Jove to us, not only his hatred to fin, but his aftetl 
on ugto us, will oblige him to giver hes 4acthps, and 
tace the tod in his hand, and auty what ſevetity e 
do. God's design in allliting us is excellently ex- 
preſſed by the author to the Hebrews, chap. xi. 


ver. 10. He ci tieth us for eur probt that wt 
may 
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u, be partakers of bis holineſi. Holineſs is the 
(i bigheft perfectiop and greateſt happineſs we are ca- 
ur pable of: it is a real participation of the di vine na- 
ture, the image of God drawn on the foul ; 'and all 
„me chaltiſements we meet with, are deſigned to re- 
1. duce us to this bleſſed temper, to make us like unto 
elf; and thereby capable to be happy with him 
vi to all eternity. This will more clearly appear, if 
0-W ve reflect on the natural temper of our minds, and 
is Wl the influence which proſperous or adverſe fortune is 
cl WW wont to have upon them. 
th And, firſt, we are naturally proud and ſeif-con- 
2 ccited ; we have an high eſteem of ourſelves, and 
i  woold have cyery bady olſe to value and ofirera us. 
bs Wl This diſeaſe is very deeply rooted in our corrupt na- 
wre vit is ordinarily the ſirit fin that bewrays itſelf 
uin the Hetle actions and paſſions of children; und 
n. many times the laſt which rehgion enables us to 
in orercome. And ſuch is the malignity of its nature, 
le W that it renders us odious and vile both in the fight of 
He Cod and man. It cannot but be infinitely diſpleaſing 
nd I to that great and glorious Majeſty, to ſee ſuch filly 
by WY creatures whom he hath brought forth out of nothing, 
ra Ward who are every moment ready to return into it 
cy WW again, and have nothing of their own” but folly, and 
of W miſery, and ſia; e ſach coemnres, I fay, eite 
ul blind as to v themſelves, or ſo unreaſona 
to defire others to valae them. Good? men m 
ds hate us for it, becaaſe God doth 0 
n hate us for it, becanfe they are pud the 
lves, and ſo are jealous of the attempts of oth 
exalt thewſelves, as of that which jenderh to 
add diminah . Pride alone is the ſource 
and fountain of almoſt all the diforders in the world; 
cit, Nef all our troubles, and of all our fins : and we ſhall 


we never be truly happy, @ traly gonad, till we come 
12 


10 


— | 
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to think nothing of ourſelves, and be content that 
all the world think nothing of us. Now, there is 
nothing hath a more natural tendency to foment and 
heighten this natural corruption, than conſtant prof: 
perity and ſucceſs. The pſalmiſt, ipeaking ofthe prol. 
perity of the wicked who are not in trouble. as othes, 
neither are they plagued like other men, preſently 
ſubjoined the effect, Therefore pride compaſſeth then 
about as a chain*. Sanctified afflictions contribute 
to abate and mortify the pride of aut hearts, to prjot 
the bwelling impaſihame, to make us ſenſible of our 
weakneſs, and convince us of our fins Thus dit 
God open the ears of men. and ſeal their inſlrudtion, 
that he may withdraw man [rem his purpoſe, and 
hide pride from mant. And if they be baun in 
fetters, and be holden in cords of aflictian: ; then le 

Shewerh them their work, and their tranſgreſſom 
that they have exceed-dj;. Afflictions do both put 
us on the ſearch to find out the offences wherewith 

ve have provoked God, and made us more ſenſible of 
the hcinouſneſs and malignity of their nature: / har! 
ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaniug himſelf thus, Thu 

ba chaſtiſed me and I war chaſtiſed, as a bullock 
 wnaccuſtomed to the yoke : turn thou me, und I ſhall 
be turned: for thou art the Lord my Ged. Sure) 
after I was chaſtifſed, I repented ; and after I wa 
infirudted, I ſmote upon my thigh: I was aſhamed, 
yea, even conſcunded, becauſe I did bear the re 

+ proach of my. youth||. 

Another diſtemper of our minds, is our too great 
affection to the world and worldly things, We. at 
all too apt to ſet our hearts wholly upon 3 to 
take up our reſt, and feek our happineſs and (ail 
faction in them. But God knows, that theſe * f 
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vell divert and amylc 3 while, zhay can never ſatisfy 
or make us happy; that the ſouls waich he made 
for himſelf, can never reſt, till they retuen unto him: 
and therefore he many times findeth it neceſſary, 
either to 1emove our comforts, or imbitter them un- 
to us; o p ae apd wargaverdl on the breatts of 
the woctd, that thereby we may wean our hearts from 
it, and carry them to the end of their being, the 
fountain of their bleſſedneſs and felicity, The few 
and little comforts of this life, (faith a perian of 
gen qere and worth), notwithſtanding all the 
troubles and crofſes with which they are intetlarded. 
are apt to keep the hearts even of good men in too 
great love ol this world. What would become of 
us, if our whole life ſhould be altegether proſperoms 
xy contepring. without any intermixture of croſſes 
and afflictions ? It is too probable we ſhould never 
look any farther 3 but conclude, with Peter on the 
mount of traasſiguration,, Lerd, it rs goed to be here. 
As Almighty God hath a very great affection to us, 
i be n very dans af uf la; not that n beingeth 
any adrvengee jo hoes, bat becauſe it is aur greatelt 
happincty apd porteSian. He beſtoweth his mercies 
to gain our hearts; but, when we begin to doat on 
the gifts, and forget the. giver, he becomes jealous, 
and takes them away. that he may not have any ri- 
val in our aftetion. And certainly it is no ſmall 
adrantage to have our hearts in any meaſure looſe ned 
from the world, diſintangled from every thing here 
below, Q@nocunane rao bone anviter + the nue 
yd poyohae who es bo det l cod him. be- 

wr ſo Gar. 8 4 5 
Another bad effect which proſperity is wont to 
produce in our corrupt natures, is, that it makes us 
forgerfal of God. and unthankful of his merges, 
When ſecond cauſes anſwer aur expectations and de- 
1 ſires, 
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Celires, we are ſcldom wont to look beyond them: 
we never regard the fountain, till the ciſteros begin 
to fail. This it was that made Agur to pray again 
2 plentiful fortune, loft I be full, and deny thee, and 
fay, Who ir the Lord? When the weather is fair, 
and the fails are filled with a proſperous gale, the 
rough and flubborn mariners are ſeldom ar their 
devotion ; but when the florm is riſen, and the ſea 
begins to {weit, and every wave threateneth io de- 
vour them; then they cry to ile Lord in their trouble, 
as on him who can alone deliver item out of their 
giftreſs, The Vialmiit, ſpeaking of their ſtiff neck» 
ed and rebellious predeceſſors, tells us, that auen 
God flew Them, then they ſought him : and they re. 
miembred that Gd was their rock, and the high 
God thetr redeemer*, In their offlition ( faith the 
Lord by the Prophet) {hey will jeek me early f. | 
doubt not a great many Cevout perſons will acknow- 
ledge, that it was ſome #filiQion or other that firlt 
taught them to pray, And as afflictions contribute to 
make us remember our dependence on God, and then 
excite us ro ſeck unto him; fo alſo they render us more 
fcntible of our obligations unto him, and more thark- 
ful for the merc'es he hath beſtowed on us. We 
are ſo du and inſenſible, that we ſeldom value ary 
of the divine mercies, till we' find what it is to want 
them. Vis pe very lite valor op apr ſoed 
and raimemt, and thy qrdinpry noans of apr ſubſi. 
' Ranec, yaloſs we hrt been ſometimes pinched with 
wan. \We conlider not how much we are indebtcd 
to God for preſcrving our friends, till fome of them 
be removed from us. How little do we prize our 
health, if we have never had experience of ficknets 
or pain! Where is the man who doth ſetiouſly biels 
God for his nightly quict and repoſe ? And yer, if 

| ficknects 
* Pſal., Ixxviii. 34. 35. + Hol. v. rg. 
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fckneſs or trouble deprive us of it, we then find it 
to have been a great and invaluable mercy, and that 
it is God wh» giveth bis beloved fleep. 

Once more, Proſperity rendercth us inſenſible of 
the mifertes and calamities of others. Thoſe a 
ere at eaſe in Zion, did not grieve ſor the aflictiunt 
of F:ſeþh. But afftitions doth ſoften the heart. and 
make it more tender and kindly ; and we are always 
moſt ready to compaſſionate thoſe griefs which our- 
ſelves have fome time endured : the ſufferings of o- 
thers make the deepeſt impreffions upon us, when 
they put us in mind of our own. It is mentioned as 
a powerful motive to engage the children of //-ael to 
be kind and merciful to {trangers, that ey kneny 
ery well (he heart of a ſtranger, having been Hran- 
ger, themſelves in Egypt. Now, this tender and com- 
paſhonare temper doth well become'a Chriſtian whoſe 
duty it is to avec with thoſe that weep and to have 
as deep a ſenſe and feeling of the griefs of others, 
a3 he is wont to Fave of his own, 

Theſe and many more advantages do ſanctiſied and 
well improved afllictions bring to a Chriſtian ; on the 
account of which it ir good for him that be harh borne 
the yoke. But I haſten to that which is mentioned in 
the text, Only by the way (that I may net need to 
turn) lat me take notice of the ſeaſon which is 
here mentioned as the fitteſt for a man to bear affli- 
don: Jt *. for 4 man at he bear the yoke in 
e a. ee 10 

We are all willing to put off the eril day; and, 
if we mult needs bear the yoke. we would chuſe to 
have it delayed till we grow old. Mc think it fad 
to have our morning overcaſt with clouds, to meet 
with a ſtorm before we have welt Þunched forth 
from the thore, We arc wont to indulge and ap- 
Plaud children and youne folks in their frolicks and 

EY 3 jovial 
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jovial humours: and tell them. they will have time 
enough for cares and troubles When they grow older: 
we turn that 1 irony of Solomon s into a ſcrious | advice, 


—— 


for us, dot h many times make choice of our younger 
years, as the moſt proper to accuſtom us to the 
bearing of the yoke. And a little conſideration will 
make us diſcover_the advantages of this ſeaſon for 
ſuficring afflictions; they being at that time moſt ne: 
ceſſucy, wy taferable, and moſt advantageous, 
Firſt, $ ſay, they are then moſt neceſſary. For 
youth is the time of our life wherein we are in greateſt 
danger to run into wild and extravagant courſes: 
ear bload is bot, and our ſpirits unſtayed and giddy} 
we have too much pride to be governed by others, 
and too little wiſdom to govern ourſelves, The 
yoke is then eſpecially needful to tame ohr wildnehs, 
and reduce vs to a due ſtayedneſs and compoſure of 
mind. Then alſo it is moſt ſupportable. The body 
is {trong and healthfal, leſs apt to be affected with 
the troubles of the mind; the ſpire ſtout and vigor 
oy, wit apt @ cably break and (ak under them. 
Old age is a burden, and will ſoon faint under any 
ſupervenient load. The ſmalleſt trouble is enough 
to bring down grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave, 
And therefore, ſince we mult meet with afflictions, 
it is certainly a favourable circumſtance, to have them 
at the time of our life wherein we are molt able to 
endure them. And, laſtly, the leſſons which afflicti- 
ons teach us, are then moſt advantageous when we 
learn them betimes, that we, may have the uſe of 
them in the conduct of our after lives, An..carly 
engagement into the ways of religion is a great feli- 
city; and the means whereby this is ts be effected. 
1 cas 
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can never be too ſoon adminiltred, Youth is more 
ſoft and pliable ;-and evil diſpoſitions are more eafily 
cured, before time and cuſtom have hardened us in 
them. A tree needs little force to bend it when it 
is young 3 arid there needeth the leſs of the rod, if 
the child be brought under diſcipline betimes. Am 
thus on many accounts 77 #1 good for a man to bear 
the yoke in his youth, 275 
We proceed to the particular advantage of affli- 
dions which is mentioned in the text: He fitteth 
alone and keepeth ſilence, becauſe he hath born it up- 
on him. The words are capable of a wwofold in- 
terpretation; and both ſuit well with the purpoſe : 
for we may either underſtand them properly, of /e 
litude and filence ; or metaphorically, of patience 
and quiet ſubmiſſion ; both of which afe the good 
effects of ſanctiied and well-improved affliftions : 
and accordingly we ſhall ſay ſomething to both. Na- 
tore hath made us ſociable creatures : but corrupti · 
on hath carried this inclination unto exceſs; ſo that 
molt” perſons think it an intolerable burden to be any 
conſiderable time alone. Though they love them- 
ſelves out of meaſure, yet they cannot endure their 
own converſation”; they had rather be hearing and 
difcourſing of the molt ö an trivial things, 
than be fitting alone and holding their peace. Out- 
ward proſperity heightens this humour, When the 
heart is dilated with joy, it ſeeketh to vent itſelf 
n every company, When a man is free of trouble 
and cares, he thinks of nothing but how to pleaſe 
bimſelf with variety of diverſions and converſations. 
Croſſes, on the other hand, render a man penſive 
and ſolitary; they ep the moath, and bind up. 
the topgue, and incline the perſon to be much a- 
lone. Sadneſs makes his company diſagrecable to 
others, and he findeth theirs as little agrecable to 
F 5 Kim: 
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him: He ſittetb alone and keepeth filence, becaiſ 
he hath born it upon him Thus the ſame prophe 
faid, J /at-not in the afſemhly of the mockers, ny 
rejoiced : T fat alone becauſe of thine bands. 
Now, he who conſiders, on the one hand, the 
guilt we are wont to contract, and the prejudice 
which we ſuſtain, by too much converſation with 
others and on the other hand, the excellent in. 
provement-we may make of ſolitude and retirement, 
will account it a good effect of afflictions, that they 
incline and diſpoſe us unto it. | the 
of frequent-conyertation, are not to proſe 
ute the groſſer and more ſcandalous vices of thi 
tongue, It might ſeem à poor commendation of /n 
tude and ſilence, that a is not ſwearing, of 
ing, or ſcolding, or talking prafanely when he i 
lone : a man may converſe wee keep hiny 
f free from theſe. We rather chuſe to men 


ch * = are by to be leis noticed, und can 


And, 1.44 experience may teach us all, that much 
converſation doth ordinarily beget a remilſneſs a 
4idfalotron of ſpirit ; that it flackneth and relaxeth 
the bent of our wiods, and diſpoſeth us to ſoftnehs 
and eaſy compliances. We find it hard enough a 
any time to compole our ſpirits to that ſtayedneſs a 
which religion doth require : but if we be 
too much in company with others, it is almoſt im- 
. polkbvle to mantain it. That chearfulneſs and com- 

plaiſance which is judged neceflary to render conver 
ſation agreeable, doth eaſily degenerate into levity 
ang fin : and we are very ready to diſpleaſe our 
maker, when we are too intent on pleaſing out 
friends This looſe frame and diſũpation of mind, 
which ſociety doth occaſion, made a tod man con. 


pain, 
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plain, Ee baun ve c rf nt tende a 
bm : that lie always came out of company leſs 
a man. 

Another prejudice we receive by ene is, That 
it ſills our minds with noxious images, and fortiſies 
our corrupt notions and opinions of things, Our 
hearts are naturally roo much addicted to the things 
of the world; we mind them too much, and put too 
high a value upon them: and the diſeourſes we hear 
redondie the temen, by broging them coma» 


valty in or thanghts, and forring them off t the 


Mhen we are alone in a ſober 


temper, and take time to re ſſedt and conſider of things, 


we are ſometimes perſuaded of the vanity and worth- 
ſeſſne ſs of all thoſe plittering trifles whereunto the 
generality of mankind are fo lady bewitched : but 
when we come abroad, and liten to the common 
talk. and hear people ſpeak of greatneſs, and riches, 
and honour, with concern and edmiration, we quickly 
ſorget our more ſaber and delibe rate thoughts, ard 
ſuffer ourſelves to be carried away with the (tream 
of the common opinion. And though rhe effe1s be 


Tor ſo ſadden wg obſervable, vet thoſe diſcourſes 


are ſtil! making ſome lecret and ioſcnlible im; reſſions, 
upon us 
Thus alſo is our judgment corropted about the 


"qualities and endowments of the mind. Courage 


and gallantry, wit and eloquence, and other accom- 
pliiſhments of this nature, are magnited and exrolled 
beyond all meaſure ; whereas humility, and meek- 
nefs- and devotion, and all thoſe Chriſtian graces 
which render a ſoul truly excellent and lovely, are 
ſpoken of as mean and contemptible things: far 


though men have not the impydeoce formally 10 
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loss. fafficicorly reſtifes thatt opiniop. With why 


Affection and concernment will they repreſent a gal 
ot-or learned man ; but how faintly do they uttef 
he character of a good man ! And fo, in cenſurin 
mens failings, they exaggerate the ſmalleſt inſtan 
of weakneſs or imprudence, but fpeak lightly enou 10 
the greateſt crimes. Drunkenneth and whored fo 
re mentioned in ſuch terms a$\gxprels little ſenſe 
eir heinous nature, and tend \p leflen the horro! 
we ſhould have of them. Ambition and revenge 
d ſuch other pl; vices, He r ao 
cond And while we converſe in the 
world, and are accuſtomed to ſuch repreſentations 
of things, our judgments are thereby exceedingly 
corrupted, and we entertain falſe and pernicious 
maxims. And ſo hard it is to guard ourſelves. 2. 
gainſt the contagion, that we had better fit alone and 
keep ſilence, than be continually expoſed to the 
temptation. 194 
I ſhall mention but another of thoſe evils where - 
with our converſation is commonly attended, The 
molt ordinary ſubjc& of our entertainments are the 


faults and ſollies of others. far in udn, ferne 
ſeriſur, vita. difena, deferiattur We meet and 
talk, and fall to deſcribe rhe life and depottment of 
others. Were this one theme of diſcourſe. dilchar- 
ged, we would oft times find but little to ſay. 1 
ſcarce know any fault whereof good perſons are fo 
frequently guilty, and ſo little ſenſible. They know 
perhaps the things are true, and they have no mali. 
cious deſign in reporting them; they tell them only 
as they do the publick news, to divert themſelves, 
and gratify their friends. But, would we conſult. 
our own hearts, and apply the great rule of righte- | 
euſncſs, of doing unto others as, we would be done 
unto ourſelyes, we ſhould ſoon be convinced of 2 
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great deal more guilt ind finfllneſs in ſuch diſcourſes 
than we are wont to apprehend. How ill do we take 
jt to have our own failings thus expoſed, and 19 
hear that any perſon hath made as bold with us as 
we are wont ta make with others? Again, how loth 
would we be, that the perſons of whom we ſpeak 
Þ freely, ſhould overhear our diſcourſe, or be in- 


formed of it? Now if the practice had — 
blameable in it, why ſhould we be fo ſhy to avow it 


1 have only hinted at theſe things : but he who 
ſhall ſeriouſly ponder them, wilt acknowledge, there 
is no; little prejudice even in thoſe enterfainments 
which paſs for very innocent in the world ; and that 
he ſhunneth much guilt and many ſnares who //terh 
alone and keepeth filence. But ſolitude and retire» 
ment do not only deliver us from thoſe inconvenien- 
cies, but allo afford very excellent opportunities for 
bettering our ſouls, Thoſe hours we miſpend in 
agediels vißts and idle talk, if rightly improved, 
might ſet us a great way forward on our journey to 
heaven, While we are too buſy in making or en» 
tertaining acquaintance with men. we many times fall 
out of acquaintance both with God and ourſelves, 

The mett profane and ivrchigious perſons will find 
ſome ſericps thopghts rife in their minds if they be 
much alane. And the more that any perſon is ad- 
vanced in piety and goodneſs, the more will he de- 
light in retirement, and receive the more benefit 
it, Then it is that the devout ſoul takes its higheſt 
flight in divine contemplations and makes its neareſt 
approaches to God. þfnd the vwſgar Latin rea» 
berech the wartls of the text, Sedebit ſolitarius & 
cebit, quia levavit ſe ſupra ſe : The ſolitary pe 
n will fit flill and hold hin peace, becauſe he hat 
ed up himſelf above himſelf 3. raiſed his ſpirit 
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the fathers) arr pur iar, cblum aperiins, fa miliarig 


Dru, : In /litude wwe breathe,. as. it were, ina: 


purer air, heaven is more open unto uf, and Cad it 
more familiar and frequent in bis viſils. To which 
purpoſe ſome have appiied that of the Prophet . 
Behold I will alure her, and bring her into th: 
ewilderneſs, and. there ſteak comfortably unis her ; 
or, as the original importeth, „ will ſpeak unto her 
heart, That rule which our. Saviour giveth for our 
devotion, % enter into our clsſet, and ſhut the dr 
behind us, is as neceſſary to preſerve us from diſlra- 
ction, as from. vanity and oſtentation. When we 
have reticed as much as we can from the world, ue 
do ſtill carry too much of it along with us: The 
images of things do {ufliciently perſcrute ard diſlurb 
us, though we be not expoſcd to the objects them 
ſelves. Oor bleſſad Saviour thopght bot the mous 
tains and dolates reticed chougb far bis devon: 
ons; bye would add the darhnchs ac filgnce of the 
ight. Little doth the world underſtand thoſe fe 
cret and hidden pleaſures which devout ſouls do fee), 
when, having got out of the noife and hurry of ihe 
world, they fit alone and keep ſilence, contemplate 
ing the divine perfections, which ſhine fo confpice- 
ouſly in all his works .of wonder ; admiring hs 
- greatneſs, and wiſdom, aod love, and revolving hi 
favours towards themſelves ; opening before him 
their griefs and their cares, and disburdening thei 
ſouls into his bolom ; prote(ling, their allegiance a 
ſubjection unto him, and telling him a thouſand times 
that they love him; and then liſteniog to the voice 
of God within their hearts, that ſtill and quiet voice 
which is not wont to be heard in the ſtreets, thi 
they may hear what God the Lord will ſpeak : fo 
he will ſpeak peace unto his people, and to his ſaint 


and 1. them with the expreſſions of his love. Nt 
wond 
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wonder if thoſe bleſſed ſouls who have taſted the 
pleaſures of holy retirment, and found themſelves, 
3 it were, in the ſuburbs of heaven, grow weary of 
company and affairs, and long for the returning of 
thole happy hours, as the hireling for the ſhades of 
the evening : no wonder they pity the foolifh buſy 
world, who ſpend their days in vanity, and know nat . 
what it is indeed to livre. | —_— 
| Rut here I would not be miſtaken, as if I recom- 
”'Y mended a total and conſtant retirement, or per- 
"TY foaded men to ſorlake the world. and betake theme 
vs ſelves unto deſarts No, certainly; we muſt, not 
"YI abandon the (tations wherein God hath placed us, 
he . 0 
„or render ourſelves uſeleſs to mankind. Solitude 
bath its temptations, and we may be ſometimes very 
bad company to ourſelves, It was not without rea» 
boa that a wiſe perſon warned another, who projelied. 
_ to delight in converſing with hunſelf, - (age AM © 
2 hannine Auobo Have a care that you ve keeping am- 
pany with a good man. Aduſed ſolitude may het 
mens paſſions, and irritate their lafls, and prompt. 
them to things which company would reſtrain. And 
„bis made one ſay, that he who is much alone, mult 
ber be a faint or a devil. Melancholy, which in+ 
| cles men moſt to reticemeor, is often too much 
ooriſed and fomented by it; and there is a peeviſh 
him e . ſ l fe and 
% 4 ſullen lonelineſs, which ſome people affeQ under 
ff their troubles, whereby they feed on diſcontented 
"MY thoughts, and fird a kind of perrerſe pleaſure in _re+ 


bog to be comforted, . But all this ſays no more, 
dar that good things may be abuſed ; and exceſs or 
4 diſorder may turn the molt wholſome food into poi- 
| 0 ſon. And therefore, though I would not indifferent · 
Mf !y recommend much ſolitude unto all; yer, ſure, I 
Ml may ſay, it were good for the molt part of men that 


„ey were leſs in company, and more alone. 
Thus 
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Thas much of the fir{t and proper ſenſe of li 
alone and keeping filence, We told you it might 
alſo import a quiet and patient ſubmiſſion to the wil 
of God ; the laying of our hand on our mouth, that 
ho expreſſion of murmur or diſcontent may eſcape 
us. I war dumb, faid the Pſalmiſt, I opened not my 

ah; becauſe thou didſi it *. And the Prophet de- 

ſeribeth our aviour's patience, that bz was opreſſel 

| and was afflicted, yer he opened not his mouth : he 

was brought ar a lamb to the flaughter, and at a 

ſheep before the ſhearets is dumb, ſo he opened not 

his mouth}. Indeed a modeſt and unaffected ſilence 

| is a good way to expreſs our ſubmiſſion to the hand 
of God under afflictions. The Heathen | 

who pretend much ws paietce, could never ho 

eir peace; but delired 3 to ſingalize the 

ses by ſome fetches of witz and expreſſions of u 

| ourage. But certainly the mute and qui 

Chriſtian behaveth himſelf much, better.  Locg 

&/imum illud ſilentum: That el>guent and e 
preſſive ſilence fgith more than all ther vain and 

beating. We cannot now inſiſt in any length 

on this Chriſtian duty of patience, and ſubmiſſion to 

the will of God; we ſhall only ſay two things of it, 

which the text importeth. Firſt, That this leſſon is 

molt commonly learned in the ſchool of afflictions: 

He'fitteth alone and keepeth filence, becauſe he hath 

born it upon him. In that forcited place of 7er- 

\ miah xxxi. 18. Ephraim bemoning himſelf, ackniw- 

* bedgeth that he had been as a bullock unaccuſtomed 

to the yoke : which maketh the greater reluctaney as 

gainſt it. Children that are mach indajged are the 

more impatient if they come to be croſſed ; and there 

is too mach of the cid in gs all. The [Apoſtle tells 

us, that fribulation worketh patience 4. Cuſtom 

® Pal, xxxix. 9. f If, Iii. 7. Rom. v. 3 
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makes every thing more tolerable unto us; and if it 
pleaſe God to ſancliſy the firlt firoke the ſecond is 
received with the greater ſubmiſſion, The other 
thing 1 bave to fay on this duty, is, That this ad- 
vaniage of afflictions is very great and deſirable z that, 
t is indeed very gc for amanto have lerne the 
yoke in i, youth, if he hath thereby learned 1e /it 
alone and keep filence when the hard of the Lord is 
1% him, There is nothing more acceptable unto 
God, no objrt mere lovely and a j]¶L,. in his ere, 
than a ſoul thus proſtrate before him, thus entirely 
reſigned unto his holy will, thus quietly ſubmiiting to 
his ſeyereſt difpenſations. Nor is it leſs advantage» 
ous unto ourſelyes; but ſweeteneth the bittereſt oc» 
currences of vur life, and makes us reliſh an inward 
and ſecret pleaſure, notwithſtanding all the ſmart of 
afflction: ſo that the yoke becomes ſupportable, the 
rod itſelf comforts us; and we find much more de 

light in ſuffering the will of God, than if he bad 
granted us our own. Now, to this God who loveth 
us, and correcteth us for cur profit, that we may be 
partakers of his holineſs, and thereby of his happi- 
neſs ; to God the Father, Son, and bleſſed Spirit, be 
all honour, praiſe, and glory, now and for ever. Amen, 


That there are but a ſmall number 
ſaved. 2 


n Luxks Ani. 23. * 
Then ſaid one unto him, Lord, are there few that 
be faved ? And be ſaid unte them, &. » 
72 who have ſo much charity and goodneſs 
as to be nearly touched with the intereſts of 


mankind, cannot but be more elpecially concerned 
about 
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about their everlaſting condition; and very anxioy 
to know what ſhall become of poor mortals wha 
this ſcene is over, and they ceaſe to appear on hy 
ſtage of the world, being called off to give an 20 
count of their deportment on it. And, ſeeing | 
are aſſyred that there are different, and very oppoſig 
eſtates of departed. ſouls, ſame. being admitted ing 
| happineſs, and others doomed to miſery, - beyond any He 
thing that we, can conceive; this may put them upon Wl, 
farther inquiry. How. mankind is like to be divided; BY, 
whether heaven or hell have the greater ſhare! 
Such afAdrahle curioſity as this was, wat put one 
of our bleſſed Saviour's followers to propoſe the ques 
ſtion in the text, Lord are there ferv that be. ſaved fl 
Our Saviour had been lately foretelling the great ſuꝶ 
ceſs the goſpel ſhould have; how, like a little le- 
ven that quickly fermenteth the whole lump as is put 
we, Chriſtianity ſhould ſoon propagate itſelf throngh 
the world, and many. nations embrace the profeſſiq; 
of it. This diſciple, it leems was defrous ta koow, 
whether the efficacy ſhould be anſwerable to the ev 
tent? whether it ſhould take as deep root in the 
hearts of thoſe that owned it, as it was to ſpread i 
ſelf far and, wide on the face of the earth? in 2 word, 
whether the greateſt part of men were to be ſareſ 
by it? I called this à laudable curiofiy ; aud there g 
enſen th thiok, it ſo, figce our Saviour himſelf, wha 
belt knew the occaſion and impotance of it, doth n 
mo but ſatisfy the inquiry; which he was won 
to do when the queſtions were-uſcle(s or 
Thoſe who tmquired into the time of the general 
judgment, received no other account, but that it 
was inter arcaih inen; among thoſe ſecrets 
Which God reſerved for himſelf, And, again, when 
they aſked of the time that the kingdom ſpould de 
reſtored unto {{rael, he tells them roundly, 1t.was 
not 
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wot for them, it concerned them not at all to know 
ſuch things as thele, But here, as the qd 
hems co haye proceeged from a zcal to the huro 
God, and concernment in the happineſs of ma 
lin ſo the reſclviion of u .ight be very ea 
nd accordingly i it is improved vawourz 

onee ' refolyes the dopo preſſeth a very, 
Broad exhortation, in the following words, Strive 
ls enter in, Kc. e not at this time to prpſe- 
ute the whole ce of this latter verſe ; fot 
hat we refer you ay an excellent ſermon, intitled 
The way to happineſs. We, ſhall only conſider th 
wer which is implied in it t the forgoing queſti 


n z to wit, that gumber who ac to 
d is cl fa 
It is en this po'nt we deſign to fix our-meditations 
it this time. And indced there is ſcarce any doctrine 
that necdeth to be more inculcated : for, an. onglt 
all the ſtratagems whereby the great enemy of man- 
ind doth plot and contrive their ruin, few are nose 
nbappily ſucceſsful, than the fond perſuaſion he 
hath fiiled them with, that heaven and everjaliing 
appincſs are eaſily attainable. What one ſaith of 
„dom, Midi ad fopiention: pus] wii i 
nt e penur ie we may, with a little ahereti- 
arc amo this purpoſe ; That many might have 
, if thay bed not been >, conſttept of 
The 1 of the Chriſtian church are now very 
oo de, and men hare acceſs unto them upon eaſy; 
'ms :"nay this privilege deſcends unto men by 
al their birth, and thry are reckoned among Chriſtians, 
Kt eetore they come well to knuw what it Mans. I he 
. ordinances and myſleties of out religioniage common: 
"n Wo all; fave thoſe whom groſs ignorance tie 
* Movges do cxclude There are ro marks on the 
as Worelicads of men whereby we can judge of their fu- 
ot | | te 
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ture condition: they die, and are laid in their graves, 
and none cometh back to tell how it fareth with 
them; and we deſire to think the beſt of every par 
ticular perſon But, whatever charity be in this, 
there is little prudence in the inference that many 
draw from it, who think that they may live as their 
neighbours do. and die as happily as they; and, 
fince the greate{t part of men are ſuch as themſelves, 
heaven mult be a very empty place if all of them be 


debarred. Fhus perhaps you have leen a flock of 
fha-ep on a bridge, gm) the fit lcapeth over, and the 
reſt, not knowing what is becomt of grate chat went 
before, do caph of them follow their companions i- 
to that hazeed or tum Intereſt and ſelt- love do ſo 
ſtrongly blind the minds of men, that they can hard- 
ly be put from the belief of that which they would 
very fain have true Hence it is, that, notwith- 
ſtanding of all we are told to the contrary. the op- 
nion of the broadneſs of the way that leads to het 
ven, and the eaſy accels unto it, is (till the molt epi- 
demick, and I think the moſt dangerous hereſy, 


Many of the com monalty are 2 


tering error. But what friWil we do! Shall we ſuffer 
them to flecp on and take their reſt, till the ever 
laſting flames awake them ? Shall we draw their 
blood on our heads, and involve ourſelves in their 
ruin, by neglectiag to advertiſe them of their hazard? 
No, my — duty doth oblige us, and the holy 


ſcriptures ill warrant us to aſſure you, that there 
are very few that hall be ſaved; that the vue 
avorld licth in wickedneſi*; and that they are a 

little 


1 John v. «9, 
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little flock to whom the Father will give the king- 


dom*, 7 

That this certain, though lamentable truth, may 
take the deeper impreſſion on our minds, we ſhall 
rſt propole ſume conſiderations for the better under- 
ſtanding what great things are required in thoſe who 
look for everlaſting happineſs, and then reflect en 
the ations and ways of men ; that, comparing the one 
with the other, we may ſee how little ground of hope 
there is for the greateſt part to build on. | 

Firſt, then, conſider the nature of that divine 
Majeſty, whoſe preſence and enjoyment it is that 
makes heaven tefrrablie ; and think how inconſiſtent it 
is with his infinite holineſs, to admit impure and im- 
penitent ſinners into the habitation of his glory, 
Certainly he is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
cannot lock on iniquity 4. He is not a God that hath 
pleaſure in wickedneſs : neither ſhall evil dwell with 
lim. The fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in bis fight ||. It 
is ſtrange what conceptions faith men entertain 
of Almighty God, who imagine, that thoſe who have 
been all their days wallowing in fin, ſhall be admitted 
into everlaſting fellowſhip with him. Sooner ſhall 
light and darkneſs dwell together, and best and cold 
in their gveateſt violence combine, and all contra» 
ricties of nature be reconciled, Can two walk to- 
gether except they be agteed? Gan there be any con- 
vet ſe bet wN thoſe whole natuses fait ſo i tage ther? 
Sure they who think to come ſo eaſily by happineſs, 
mult imagine God altogether ſuch a, one as them- 
ſelves 3 elſe they could never hope that he would 
chnſe them, -aod cauſe them approach unto him. But 
0 how | widely ſhall they find themſelves miſtaken, 
when he ſhall reprove them, and ſet their ſins in or- 


der before them : and they ſhall tiod to their conſuſi- 
| on, 


* Luke Ss --. 4 Heb, i. 13 Fial. v. 4. 5. | 
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en, that he is a conſuming fire tou the hm 


iniquity ! Men are wont to frame a notion of Gal 
according to their own wiſhing, as if he were but us 
empty name: and this is the common ſhelter agua 
every convincing reproof, But this temerity ſhall 
at length ſufficiently confute itſelf, and feel that ja 
ftice which it will not believe. There 4 nt {trifes 
mang the attributes of God. that one of them (hal 
ſwallow up ther. Mercy is open to all that for 
ſake their fins, but juſtice. ſhall ſeize on thofe who 
continue in them. That compaſhon which made God 
to give his deareſt Son for the redemption of mankind, 
will never prevail for the pardon and deliverance of W ric 
any impenitent ſinner. Abuſed goodneſs will certain 
tan into fury; and infinite mercy, being deſpiſed, 
ſhall bring down upon ſinners all the dreadful eſſech 
of an omnipotent vengeance. 

Conſider, ſecondly, what that happineſs is which 
every body doth fo confidently. promiſe to them- 
ſclves ;..and ſge whether it be likely that it ſhould be 
ſo eaſily attained. Glorious things arc every when 
ſpoken of that Heavenly Ferujalem ; and all that is 
excellent or defirahle in the world, is borrowed to 
ſhadow it forth in the holy ſcriptures : we are told of 
crowns, and kingdoms, and treaſures, and rivers d 
pleaſure, and fountains of living waters, and of 2 
exceeding eternal weight of glory. 

But all theſe do not ſuffice to convey into our minds 
any full apprehenſion of the happineſs we expe; 
and, after all that can be ſaid, it doth not yet appeat 
what we ſhall be. Theſe metaphors and allegories 
ſerve but to aſſiſt our minds a little, and give us ſome 
confuſed apprehenſions of the things eye hath not jeen, 
nor ear heard; nor can it enter into the heart of min 
to conceive, what God hath prepared for them that 


love him, fad that TI my arg 
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I lev &f ar Savoy. Can we then expect that fo 
ol WM £/or10us 4 prize {hall be gained without any labour? 
2M <a och a tecompence be beſtowed on thoſe who 
of over were at any pains about it? What toil and tra» 
al WM vail doth it cui a man to gather together that white 
ad ycllow earth which they call money? With 
what care an pains do others alcend to any degree 
of preferment ? hat induitry and Rudy do mem em- 
ploy to reach a little knou ſcdge, aud be retxoned 
amonglt the learned ? And ſhall heaven and everlaſt- 
ing bappinels ſlide into our arms when we are aſleep ? 
No, certainly, God will never diſparage the glo- 
nies of that place, to beſtow them on thoſe who have 
pot thought them worthy of their molt ſerious en- 
deavours. But as the greatneſs of that hwppineſs 
may juſtly diſcourage all the lazy pretenders to it, fo 
the nature of it leaves ſmall ground of hope to the 
greateſt pait of the world. I wonder what moſt 
men do expect to meet with in heaven, who dream 
ef coming thitber. T hiok they to alt gad revel 
266 luxioase there, and 4 ſpend eternity in fooliſh 
mirth, and vain talk; n ſport aud dtollscy, and ſen- 
ſual pieaſure; which are all the exerciſes they are 
capable of, or find reliſh or ſatistaction in? foway with 
4 thoſe Turdiſh nowens, whereby we dilpprage the 
happineſs we pretend w. The joys of that place 
are pure and ſpiritual, and no unclean thing ſhall en- 
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hier there, The felicity of bleſſed ſpirits ſtandeth in 
t; Wbcholding and admiring the divine perfections, and 
at MWhnding the image of them ſhining in themſelves, in a 
ies Wperie& conſormity of the will and nature of God, and 
ne Wan intimate and delightful ſociety and communion with 


lim: and ſhall ſuch fouls be bleficd in ſeeing and par- 
taking of the divine xe neſs, who never loved it, and 
would chuſe any thing rather than to converſe with 
bin . A liule-scfieftion on the common temper of 
* mens 
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Mens minds may affure ns, that they are very far 


that mcetneſs and aptitude for the inheritance of 1 
faut. in light * which the Apoffle ſpeaks of, T 
notion and nature of bleſſedneſs muſt ſure be chang 
ed. or elſe the temper of their ſpirits : either t 
muſt have new hearts, ot a new heaven created f 
them, before they can be happy. it is a ſtrange i 
Fatuation of-ſe\fJove, that men is the gail ef buen 
net ſhould think it is well with their ſouls; and fu 
cy themſelves it a eafe good enough for the enjoy- 
ment of divine pleaſures. 

In the fourth place, Let us reflect on the attempts 
and endeavours of thoſe who have gone to heaven be- 
fore us ; how they did bob and ſtrive, wreſtle and 
run, for obtaining that glorious prize; and we hall 
ſee how improbable it is, that the greateſt part of nes 
ſhould come by it with ſo little pains. Wag“, Abra. 
ham, Jacab. David, and all thoſe ancient worthigs 
recorded in holy writ, have either done or ſuffered fo 
great things, as gaze ground to expect that country 
they looked after, accounting. themſelv?s ſtrangers 
and pilgrims on the earth ; as you may ſee in the 11th 
chapter of Hebrews : where, after a large catalogue 
of their performances, the author tells us of others 
avho were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that 
they mi; ht obtain a better reſurretiun And othzri 
had trial of cruel moctingt, aud ſcourgings, qu 
proreover, of bonds and impriſonment. . They wert 
flened,. they avere fawn. aſunder,. were temples, 
abere ſlain with the ſword : they-wandered about i 
ſheep ſkins, and goat-ſkins ; being deſtitute, affiittth 
tormented : of whom the world was not worthy 
"They wandered in deſerts, and in mountains, an 
en dens aud in caves of the earth. Suah allo was thi 
"oe . wherevith 3 the jus 
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The ardent aſſection where 
Fouls were inflamed towards thei 
made them willingly give u 
in the fire, tor the'glo 
of the Chriſtian fawh 


Their conſtancy in their ſu 
hloody y and 

s: and they rejoiced in nothing more, /M#n 
that they were accounted worthy 10 ſuffer ſhame for 
the name of Jeſus. And what ſhall we ſay of their 


pts WY aniverſal charity and love, which reached their very 
be- I enemies? of their humlity and mrekneſs, juſtice and 
nd WY temperance, and all thoſe other virtues, which many 


of the Heathens themſelves did obſerve and admire ? 
Behold faith one, how the Chriſtians love one an. 
other ! June are the men, lah another, who peat 
# they think, a do as they ſpeak. Pliny, after 
an exact inquiry, writeth to Trajan the Emperor, 
That he could never find any other guilt in the Chri- 
flians, but that they met together before day break, 
ning a hymn to Chriſt, as if he uere God; and 
then to bind themſelves with a ſacrament or cath, 
em nt to do any miſchief; but, on the contrary, that 
that they ſhall not rob, fleal, nor commit adultery, or 
er: falſify thetr words, or deny their truſt, &c. This 
0 was the crime of Chriſlians in thoſe firſt ages, to en- 
ber gage themſelves not to commit any crime, And i 
1c. u fell ent that any of chem were grainy of 

bels, or unclean 
76M which, alas! are 
| they were ſeverely pom 
Hemſelves lament it! ey needed not in tho 


days to be-purlged by tedious proceſſes, or ref | 


bpainſt their will tothe profeſſion of them repent 
ee. They would {oc for it with tears, and 
G any 


loo ed upon as very ſerious and dreadful thing; 


146 That there are but £1 
years at the dar & the church, bepping 


eceived. The cenſures of the church were the 


d they who would encounter death in the me 
terrible form, would treble if threarned with ex 
eommunication. Now, tell me, I pray you, wh: 

u think of theſe men? Did they ſupererogate, a 

beyond, their duty? or were they fools in doin 
theſe hiogk when half the pains might have ſerve 
e turn? Did heaven and happineſs coſt them 
auch labour, und think you to be carried faſt aſlee 

rather while\, you are bending your forces quit 
another way! IF you cannot look fo far back, or | 
_ imagine theſe but romances, like the poetick ac 
you of the golden age, wherein all men wen 

ppy and good, I ſhall then deſire you to take no 
tice of a few perſons, whom the divine goodne is hat 
reſcued from that deluge, of wickedneſs which over 
foweth the world. There are perhaps ſome two o 
three in a city, or in a county, who live very fa 
beyond the common rate of men, and may be ac 
gounted angels upon carth, if\compared with them 
They have eſcaped the pollution that 1s in the 
world, and have learned to deſpiſc\a{l the vanities oh 
it; their aſfections are above, and their greateſt bog 
neſs is, to pleaſe and ſerve their maker; theit 

oughts and affections are in a great meaſure ho] 

d pure, their converſe* inaocent and uſeful, and it 

eir x hole deportment they obſerve ſuch (trick rule 

holineſs and virtue, as others may think needlel 
ö ſuperſtitious: and yet theſe perſons are deeply, ſes 
6 . 
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le of their own im! =," and afraid enovy 
come' (nar of leave. I Teak not now of thi 


ſcrupulous perſons whom melancholy doth expc* 
unto perpetual and unaccountable feats; much |cl 


ef others, who make a trade of complaining, and 
| would 
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'thould believe bem. I ſpeak. of —— and ſober 
qmeo, whoſe fears ariſe from their due conſideratign 
and meaſores of things, from the right apprehen{» 
jons they have of the holineſs of God, and the 
meaning and importance of the goſpel precepts Abd 
certainly ſuch holy jealouſies over themſglves ought 
not to be judged needleſs; ſince St. Paul himſe 
who had been wrapt up imo the third heaven, a 
thereby received an carneſt of eternal happig 
"found it neceſſary io take care, /e/? that by a 
meant, while he preached to others, himfelf Jhoul 
be a caſt aws I know it is ordinary for men to 
{Jauph at thoſe who are more ſerious and conſcienti- 
{ ous than themſelves, to wonder what they aim at, 
and to hope to be as ſure af heaven as they, But 
ere long they mall diſcoyer their miſtake, and ſhall 
ay, with thoſe ' ſpoken of in the book of Miſdom, 
This was he whom ve had ſometimes in deriſian, 
and a proverb of reproach. We fools accounted his 
life madneſs, and his end to be without honour, 
Hau is he numbered among the children of God, and 
bis lot is among the ſaints Therefore have we erred 
from the way of truth, and the light of righteouſneſs 
hath not ſhined unto us, and the ſun of righteon 
; neſt roſe not upon us. 
To come yet cloſer unto our preſent purpoſe, a 
ſerious conſideration of the laws and precepts of 
\the goſpel, will fully convince us of rhe ftraitneſs 
e the pate, and narrowneſs of the way that leads 
uno eternal life. ..canet name them ah, ngr 
ſt open agy at Look through gbat excel- 
I BC ſermon on the mount, and fee what our Saviour 
doth require of his followers, You will find him 
G 2 in joining 
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injoining ſuch a profound humility, as ſhall make 
think nothing of ourſelves, and be content that o- 
thers think nothing of us; a 7eekneſs which no in- 
juries can overcome, no affronts nor indignities can 
exaſperate; a chaſtity which reſtraineth the ſight of 
the eyes, and the wandering of the deſires; ſuch an 
univerſal charity as will make us tender other mens 
welfare as our own, and never to-take any revenge 
againſt our moſt bitter enemies, ſt es wth then 
Wall. ame 20 qe them all the good we of, whether 
| will or nat. Whatever corrupt 1 loſſes en are 
d to put on our Saviour's words, the offering the 
other cheek to him who ſmote the one, and the 

wing our coat to him who hath taken our cloak, dot 
oblige us to ſuffer injuries, and part with ſomethin 
of our right, for avoiding (trife and contention, The 
pulling out our right eye, and cuttiog off our right 
hand that offends, doth import the renouncing of thy 
molt gaigful callings, or picaſant enjoyments, when 
they become a. ſnare unto us, and the ule of 
thoſe, auſſerſues that, ate neceitary for the 
reſtraint gur lofts and cqrrupt.affefiiqns. The 
hatiog of father and mother for the ſake of Chril, 
doth at leaſt imply the loving of him infinitely be- 
yond our deareſt relations, and-the being ready to 
part with them when either our duty or his will doth 
call for it. And we muſt not look upon theſe things 
as only counſels of perfection, commendable in 
themſelves, but which may yet be neglected without 
any great hazard, No, certainly; they are ablo- 
lutely neceſſary : and it is folly to expect happinels 
without the conſcientious and ſincere performance o 
them all, HWhoſcever /hall break one of theſe leaft 
e:mmandments, and ſhall teach men ſo, he ſhall be 
called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven that is, 
- agoprgivg to al} interpreters, be ſhall have ns inte- 
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reſt in it. You ſee then by what ſtrict rules he mult 
ſquare, his actions, who can with any ground hope 
2 be ſaved. But now 1 muſt tell you further, that 
he maſt not be put to the performance of his duty 
merely by the force and ſanctions of theſe Jaws, 
True religion is an inward, free, and ſelf- -moving 
principle; and thoſe who have made a progrels in it, 
are not acted. only by external motives, are not 
F driven by threatnings, nor bribed by pro- 

5, bot conſtrained by laws; but are powerfully 
inclined to that which is good. holy 
peviant dn much eye we hof God; 
is not ſo much the authority and ſanction of it, 2 

reaſonableneſs, agd purity, and goodneſs, th 
th prevail with them. + They account it excellen 
deſirable in itſelt, and that in keeping of it ther 
a great reward ; and that "divine love wherewit 
ey are acted, makes them become a law unt 
emſelves: Qui legem det a Mayer #4 
lax tft fbi. Io a. word, what our bleſſed Sap, 
ur ſaid of himſelf, is in ſome. meaſure appticab 5 
hls followers, that gt is i . A 

tier me And as the natural appetite 
s carried out towards food, though we ſhould not 
rele on the neceſſity of it for the preſervation of 
our lives ; fo are they earried with a natural and un- 
forced propenſion towards that which is good and 
commendable. 

Hitherto we have been ſpeaking of thoſe qualiſi - 
ations which are neceſſary for obtaining an entrance 
into heaven: It is high time we were calling our eyes 
pon the world, to fee how the tempers and aQions 
of men agree with them. And if firſt we look back 
bpon the old- world, we ſhall ſee how ſoon wickedneſs 
id overſpread the face of the earth, and ali fleſh had 
corrupted their way: and of all the multitudes that 
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were then i in the world, ouly- A Ae, and his s fam} 
were found worthy to eſcape the,general deluge ; 
nz; even in it there was a curſed-Cham, the father 6 
wicked generation. After that the church of G 
was canned to a very narrow corner; and whil 
darkneſs covgred the face of the eanth, only 25 

Fine was enliglitened with the knowledge of Cod : 
He [hewed his word unto Jaccob, his ſtatutes and 
bis fedgment unto Ifarel, But he dealt not fowith iN | 
every nation : ar for lis judgments, they have net I 0 
known them . They were given up to the lufts of 
their own hearts, and werſhipped the works of their 
own hards. Their devotions were performed unto 
| devils, and their religious myſteries were full of the 
groſſeſt impurities. þ (hail ngt nay coter go the de · 


hate, Whethgr cver;fany Heathen might poſſibly have 
a ſaved ? We are more concerned to fecure out 


Te ration, than to diſpute about theirs : and yet 
1 mulNay, that, among all the lives of celebrat 
athens, I could never meet with the character 
truly good man. And though I love not to ceery 
rorality, yet that pride and ſelf- conecit which min 
itfelf with their faireſt actions, makes me loo 
pon them as indeed ſplendida peccata, a more ſpes 
ious kind of Gns, But ſuppoſe ſometbing could by 
id for S:crates and Nato, and two or three othe 
hat is that to thoſe huge multitudes, who with 
at all peradventure, tan headlong i into everlaſting d 
rudion ? hut let us leave thuſe times, and look o 
go the pre ſeat condition of thè world. It is a fa 
ount of it that is given by Br#erawood in his Eu 
tries, that dividing the whole world i into thirt 
ris, ninetcen are Pagan, ſix are *. 
f ly ſire remain for Chriſtians of all 
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w few are there orthodox in the 
ot condemn all thoſe who live 1 
he Romiſh commution : bur ſure they lie und 
ery great 1 beſides the commo 
ifficulties of Chriſlianity, their errors — 
we ne ell binde ranoes unto t 
Put we may perhaps think ourfelves little concern» 
ed in them, Let us conſider thoſe who live in com- 
munion with ourſelves, and fre what is to be thought 
of the generality of them. And, firſt, we ſhall find 
a very great number of them ſo groſsly ignorant, 
that they &7:990 ret the way that leads to life. And 
truly it is not ſo broad that people ſhould keep it by 
gueſs. And however they imagine, that their ignor- 
7 IN arice will not only be excuſable in itſelf, but afford a 
Ci cloak to their other wickednefs; yer dreadſul 4g 
bat threatening of the Prophet Jaiah, It is 4 
ele of no underflanding: therefore be that made 
them will not have mercy on them, and he that forms 
#1 them will ſhew them no [aveur. But, belideg 
ſe magy thoufords that prriſh ſor lack of kno 
8 great are the number of vitious a 
Canda perſons? Remove but our gluttons a 
unkards, our thieves and deceivers, our oppreſſot 
ed extortioners, our fcolders and revilers, our for 
ators and adulterets, and all that curſed crew 
at are guilty of ſuch * crimes, and how thi 
ould our churches be? to what a ſmall numbe# 
ould we quickly be reduced? A little corney - 
ould hold us all. And think you theſe I have bee 
aking of, are fit to enter into the kingdom 
eaven ? perhaps you may think us raſh̃ 10 condem 
many of our neighbours ; but the Apoſtle bat 
one it to our hands: Kacw ye net that the wur is 
Hull net inherit. the IN of OD? Be. 
| 864 ae 
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— nor e 2 nor abuſers of themſetod 
duilh mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor dru 
ardi, nor revilers. nor extortioners," ſhall inher 
e kingdom of God®, You ſee what a heavy ſe 
nce is pronounced : and O how many are include 
nder it ! I ſhall name one other vice, which 1 fe: 
will drive ih no ſmall number of thoſe who are ye 
hehind ; and that is, the helliſh and unaccountabl 
of ſwearing; whereby men do commonly thr 
avay their ſouls, without any temptation, pleaſur 
or advantage. How often do men baffle the ſacre 
name of God, by calling him to witneſs to ſuch tri 
es they might be eſhamed to atteſt before any gray 
& ſober peiſon? This they account an orname 
ſpeech, and their words would never ſound bi 
enough without it. I eannot ſtand to reckon up a 
the aggravations of this ſin. It is certainly inco 
| Gitent with a religious temper : and this alone, if 
there were no more, would damn the greateſt > 
ol the chriſtian world. And what ſha!l we ſay of a 
thoſe other vices, which are ſo frequently practiſe 
45 and defended too among us? for, alas ! 
e arrived at that height of impiety, that virtue 
vice ſeem to have ſhifted places; evil and good t 
ve changed their names, It is counted a galla 
thing to deſpite all divine and human laws ; and 
cm ſcrupuloſity, to forbear any thing. that m 
. Fati:y our luſts. A ſtrong faith is accounted an a 
ument of weak judgment; dependence upon pr 
dence is judged want of foreſi ight; and that the 
8 no wit but in deceiving others ? no man is recko 
generous, unleſs he be extremley ambitious ; 4 
is want of courage to forgive an injury. 
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—— palaces ee Ben men? Pride and n 
hath driven thee thence ; and they are too much 
pocerned in the buſineſs and pleaſure of this worl 
mind thoſe ib another. Shall we ſeek thee: i 
| cottages of the poor? Envy and diſcontent lodg 
h there ; their outward want takes up all thei 
oughts, and they have kztle regard for their ſou 
we go into the city? Cheating and extortion, a 
temperance, are almoſt all we tan meet with there 
nd if we retire into the country, we ſhall find 
tle innocence in it. We may look for judgment, d 
appr eden for rig hen] but 11 
After all that we have hitherto ſaid, ſome may thiak 
themſelves ſafe enough, being conſcious of none of 
thole-vices which we have named. But, alas ! what 
if ali this? They may ſtill be far from the kingdom 
& heaven, Religion ſtands not in negatives; and 
the being free from groſs and ſcandalous vices, is a 
or plea for beaven. - Look how thy ſoul is far- 
wlhed with thoſe divine graces, which ought to qua- 
12 thee for it. 1 ſhall name but one; and it is, 
lade of God and every body pretendeth to it: 
1 O how few are there in the world that under- 


ad what it means; that feel the power and ef- 
cy of it on their own ſpirits! Amor eft pondus 
imi ; Love is that weight whereby a ſoul is carri- 
1 towards the object which it loves, and reſteth 
in it as its proper center. Thoſe who are acquaint- 
ed with this noble paſſion even in its wanderings 
and deviatious from its proper object, when it is 
wholly fed on ſome filly creature like ourſelves: 
theſe, I lay, do know what mighty effects it is wont 
to produce in the ſouls where it prevaileth ; how it 
kes them almoli forget their own intereſt, and only 
mind that of another; how carefdFthey are of every 
G 5 ihing 


154 That there are bat 


thing that may pleaſe or advantage the perſon, and 
afraid to'offend them; what delight they hare in 
their converſation, and how hardly they endure u 
be abſent from them. See therefore if thou ſiadeſ 
any thing anſwerable to theſe effects of love, in the 
affection thou pretendeſt unto God. Are his glory 
and honour the deareſt of all things unto thee ; ad 
wouldeſt thou rather hear thyſelf and all thy friends 
reviled, than his holy name blaſphemed ? Is it thy 
greateſt care and buſineſs to pleaſe him, and art thou 
watchful againſt every fin ? Is there nothing is 
world fo dear unto thee, but thou wouldeſt pan 
with for his ſake ; and (till defireſt he ſhould do his 
own will rather than thine ? Is nothing ſo delightful 
as to converſe with him? And doth every thing 
em burdenſdme which detains thee long from him 
If we would examine ourſelves by thefe meaſures, [ 
fear moſt of us would find our confidence built on a 
fandy foundation. 

Perhaps you will tell me, that though things be 
not fo well at preſent ; though you have not yet at- 
tained theſe endowments that are neceſſary to fit you 
for heaven, nor have indeed begun to endeavour al- 
ter them: yet hereafter you hope all ſhall be well; 
you'll repent and amend once before you die. But 
conſider, I beſecch you, my brethren, what it s 
that you ſay, When think you that this promiſed 
reformation ſhall begin? Some two or three years 
aſter this, when you have pleaſed yourſelves, and 
indulged your luſts a little more ? But what affur- 
ance have you to live ſo long? Are not your neigh 
bours dropping down every day about you, who ex- 
pected death as little as you? And ſuppoſe you live, 
what greater probability is there of your reformation 
at that time than now ? Had you not the fame 


thoughts and reſolutions ſeycral years ago, _— 
ie 


= Aa rw ww Gam mw io m a wm ac on on it > = a Mei , 3 ©$qC_C_C_T.C 


ws + _ £. 9 « =as ,O0]- — 


piſe. V. @ ſmall number ſaved. 185 


have taken no effect at all ? Will you not have the 
fame temptations and ſnares? Will your lults be 
more eaſily overcome, when ſtrengthened by longer 
caſtom ? Will it be more ealy to return after you 
have wandered further our of your way ? Belike it 
is 0n a deathbed-repentance you have grounded your 
hopes ; you reſolve to part with your luits when you 
can keep them no longer, and ferve God Almighty 
with the dregs of your time. I ſhall not ſtand to 
tell you what ſhrewd objections are propoſed by 
dome great and learned men againil the validity and 
acceptableneſs of ſuch a repen:ance : ſome Lp 
perhaps have been too peremptory and ſevere, True 
and unfeigned repentance, which includeth the fin- 
cere love of God, and reſignation to him, will never 


come too late: whe fopadayipe of heaxzp is laid in the 
lquls of thoſe that have is. But if we conſider what 


2 great matter true repentance is, the ſhortneſs of 
the time, and hinderances of a diſtempered body, 
and the ordinary relapſes of men who have promiſed 
fair on luch occaſions, and have out- lived that ſick- 
neſs they thought had been mortal; we cannot but 
acknowledge, that a deathbed-repentance is ſeldom 
ſincete; and that it is an unſit time to begin to fight 
with principalities and powers, when perhaps we have 
not ſtrength to turn ourſelves on our beds; in a 
word, that of thoſe who do thus delay aud put off 
the buſineſs, very few {hall be ſaved, 

When we have faid all that we can ſay, there are 
many will never be perſuaded of the truth of that 
which we have been proving, They cannot think 
it conſiſtent with the goodneſs and mercy of God, 
that the greateſt part of mankind ſhould be damned: 
they cannot imagine that heaven ſhould be ſuch an 
empty and deſolate place, and have ſo very few 10 
inhabit it, But O what folly and madacis is thls, 

6 for 
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for ſinful men to ſet rules upto-the divine goodneh, Ml 
and draw concluſions from it ſo expreſsly contrary if 
to what himſelf hath revealed! Is it not enough that 
he hath taught us the way to be happy, and given his 
own Son to the death to make it poſhble ; that he 
hath waited fo long, and invited us ſo earneſtly, and 
ſo trequentiy told us our hazard ? If all this cannot 
prevail ; if we be oH refplvgd 40 convorc i - 
wicked and miſetahle; if we deſpiſe his goodneſs, 
and turn all his grace unto wantonneſs; if we flight 
3 threatnings, and will * none of his reproof; Ml 
re ho, oyalelves head Wl - 
— into R how can — _ that he ſhoald iW. 
interpoſc his omnipotency to pull es fem thence. Wl | 
4nd place us in heaven againlt our will? Theſe ble 
regions are not like or new lantatione which are 
metimes peopled with the worlt fort of perſons} | 
ſt they mould be altogether deſolate. There 29 
ouſands of angels, and ten thouſand times tei 
—— that ſtand, about the throne. We kno 
ttle the extent of the univerſe, or what proporti ) 
e wicked or miſerable part of rational beings doth Mi 
try to thoſe that are happy agd good: but this wa WW! 


a 


now, that God was infinitely happy before he ha 


wade any creature; that he needeth, not the ſocicty! 
the holy angels, and will never admit that 0 
icked and irgeligious men. Bat, that Ten 
wards "Y clofe, | 

The dodrine we have been inſiſting on, is fad and MW ( 
lamentable; but the conſideration of it may be very 
aſeful. It muſt needs touch any ſerious perſon with 

a great deal of grief and trouble, to behold a multr 
tude of people conveened together, and to think, WI ! 
that, before thirty or forty years, a little more, ot 
great deal leſs, they ſhall all go down unto the dark 


| 


and ſilent grave, and the greater, the far greater WM | 
part 
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part of their ſouls ſhall be damned unto endleſs and 


poſpeakable torments. But this may ſtir us up unto- 
the greateſt diligence and care, that we may do what. 
we can towards the prevention of it. Were the 
ſenſe of this deeply engraven on all our minds, with - 
what care and diligence, with what ſeriouſneſs and 
zeal would Miniſters deal with the people committed. 
10 their char gg, that by,any means they might fave. 
ſome ? How would parents, and. buſbaods, and 
wives, employ all their diligerce and induflry, and 
make uſe of the moſt uſeful methods, for reclaim- 
ing their near relations, and pulling them from the 
brink of he? Laſtly, what holy violence would 
each of us uſe for ſaving ourſelves from this common 
win, and making our calling and election ſure ? 
This, I fay, is the uſe of what we have been ſpeak- 


ing: and may Almighty God ſo accompany it with 
his bleſſing and power, that it may be ſo happily ef- 
ſectual ro ſo excellent a purpoſe. And unto this 
Cod, Cc. 
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6h that men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs 
and for his MS 9 works to the children of 
men 


T Here is ſcarce any duty of religion more com- 
monly neglected, or more ſlightly performed, 
than that of praiſe and thankſgiving. The ſenſe of 
our wants puts us upon begging fayours from God; 

and 
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and the conſciouſneſs of our fins conſtrains us to de- 
precate his wrath, Thus intereſt and ſelf-love 
ſend us to our prayers. But, alas! how ſmall 2 
part hath an ingenopus pratitude in our devotions! 
How ſeldom are we ſerions and boarty in our ac- 

knowledgement of the divine bounty? The flender 

returns of this nature which we make, are mary 

times a formal ceremony, a preface to uſher in our 

petitions for what we want, rather than any fincere 

expreſſion of our thankful reſentment for what wr 

have received. Far different was the temper of the 

holy Pfalinilt, whoſe affectionate acknowledgement 

of the goodneſs and bounty of God, in the chearful 

celebration ot his praiſe, make up a conſiderable part 

of his divine and raviſhing ſongs, How often do we 

find him exciting and diſpoſing himſelf to join voice, 

hand and heart together in this holy and delightful 

employment? Bl:/s the Lord. © my foul : and all 

that is within ms bleſs his holy name*. My heart 
is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed. I will fing and 

give praiſe, Awake up, my glory, awake pjaltery 
and harp : I myſelf will awake right early}, And 
being conſcious of his own inſufficiency for the work, 

he inviteth others unto it ; calling in the whole crea- 
tion to affiit him: © fins unto the Lord a new [1:7 : 
fing unto the Lord all the earth. Give unto lie 
Lord, © ye kindreds of the perfle, give unte tht 

Lord glory and ſtrengtbt Praiſe ye the Lord. 

Praiſe ye the Lord from the heavens & praiſe hin it 
the heights, Praiſe him, ye ſun and moon: praiſ 

him, all ye ſtars of light ; mountains and all hill, 

fruitful trees and all cedars ; beaſts and all catt!;, 
ereeping things, and flying fowl||. Bleſs the Lon 
h al 
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all his ward in all places of bis dominion®.' Many 
luch figurative expreſſions occur, and allowance muſt 
be made for the poetical ſtrain ; but in the text we 
have a proper and paſſionate wiſh,' Oꝶ that men would 
praiſe the Lord &e. ; | 

0 that men, &, Man is the great prieſt of this 
lower world, by whom all the homage and ſervice 
of the other creatures is to be paid to their common 
lord and maker. God hath made him to have domi- 
nion over the works of his hand, he hath put all 
things under his feet ; all ſheep and oxen, yea, and 
the beaſts of the feld: the fowl of the air, the fiſh 
of the ſea. and whatſcever paſſeth through the paths 


of the ſeart. And the divine bounty, in maintain» 


ing of theſe poor creatures, redoundeth unto him; 
and therefore it is highly reaſonable that he ſhould 
pay the tribute of praiſe for them, who are not ca- 
pable to know their dependence on God, or their 
obligations unto him. The young livms ave fad to 
rar and feek their meat from Gt The young 
raven do ory unte ki. Hot three are only the 
complaints ot languiſmog nature, heard and relieved 
by the God of nature; but not duectiy and partieu- 
larty addreſſed to him, Man alone is capable to 
entertain communion with God, to know his good- 
neſs, and to celebrate his praiſe. 

Ch that men would pr aiſe the Lord. Praiſe is the 
acknowledgements of the goodneſs and excellency of 
a perſon: and though the deſire of it, in us who 
have nothing of our own but folly and fin, and 
whoſe beſt performances have a miſerable alloy of ad · 
herent corruption, be a blameable vanity and pre- 
ſumption ; yet certainly it is highly reaſonable — 


Pſal. eiii. 22. Pſal. civ. 21. 
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God, who is the author and fountain of all good, to 
require and expect it from his creatures. He hath 
made this great world as a temple for his honour, 
and it ſhould continually reſound with his praiſe. 
"Tis true, all the praiſes of men and angels can add 
nothing io his happineſs and glory; yer there is a fit- 
neſs and coagruity in the thing; and it is our happi- 
nels as well as our duty to perform it : for it ir 
good to ſing praiſes to our God ; for it it pleaſant, 
and praiſe is comely*, This is the bleſſed employ- 
meat ot che holy ones above: and it ever we talte 
the plcaſures of heaven upon carth, it is then when 
our ſouls are raviſned with an overflowing ſenſe of 
the divine goodneſs, and our. mouths are filled with 
his praiſe 

Oh that men would praiſe the Lord for» his good. 
neſs. All the attributes of God deſerve our higheſt 
praiſe. Power, wiſdom and goodneſs are all one in 
him; but, as we have different conceptions of theſe, 
goodneſs is that lovely attribute which doth peculiarly 
attract our affection, and excite our praiſe, Oun 
love to God doth not fo much flow from the conſi- 
deration of his greatneſs, whereby he can do what- 
ever he will, as from the conſideration of his good- 
neſs, that he always willeth what is beſt ; that his 
almighty power hath infinite wiſdom to regulate it, 
and unſpeakable bounty to actuate and exert it. 

Oh that men would praiſe the Lord for his goods 
neſs and for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! he divine goodneſs doth ſpread and ex- 
tend itſelf over all parts of the univerſe, and em- 
braceth the whole creation in us ans : it not only 
diſplayeth felt moit iHeftrionfly to the bleſted inha- 
bitants aboye, but alfo reacheth to the meanelt 


worm that crewleth on the ground. The bealis . 
| | the 


® Plal. cxivii. 2, 
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to WW tic field, and the ſowls of the air, and the fiſhes of 
th WW the ſea, and the innumerable ſwarms of little inſects 
Ir, WM which we can hardly difcern with our eyes, are all 
e. fabjects of that Almighty care: by him they are 
id brought forth into the world; by him they are fur- 
t- WM ciſhed with proviſion ſuitable for them: Theſe all 
I wait upon thee(lanh the Pſalmiſt): hat theu mayeſt - 
„Jie them their meat in due ſeaſon, That thou gi» 
wel them, they gather : thou opene/t thine hand, 
they are filled with good“. But here, to excite us 
to thankfulneſs, he makes choice of an inſtance 
wherein we ourſelves are more nearly concerned; 
ard exhorteth 1 praiſe the Lord fer his wonderful 
works to the children of men. If the goodneſs of 
God to the holy angels be above our reach, and his 
bounty to the inferior creatures be below our notice; 
yet ſure we mult be infinitely dull if we do not ob» 
ſerve his dealings with ourſelves and thoſe of our 
kind, As our intereſt maketh us more ſenſible of 
this, ſo gratitude doth oblige us to a more particu- 


n 
J 
kr acknowledgment of it. 
| 
- 
- 
6 
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Thus you have the meaning and. importance of 
the text. I know not how we can beiter employ 
the relt of the time, than by ſuggeſting to jour me- 
ditations particular inftances of this gocdneſt, and of 
ti auonderſul works to the children of men. 

Let us then reflect on the works both of creation 
id providence. Let us conſider in what a goodly 
und well furniſhed world he bath placed us, how 9 
bath flretched out the heavens as a curiain over our 

lead, and therein hath ſet a tabernacle for the 
Wn; which. a an univerſal lamp, enlighteneth all 
the inhabitants of the earth. His going forth is 
from the end of the heaven, his circuit to the ends. 
lerecſf: and there it nothing hid from his heat. 2 


Pfal. civ. 27. 28. 
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the morning he ariſeth, and maketh the darkneſs fee 
before him, and diſcovereth all the beauty and luſtre 
of things. And truly the light is feet, and a Plus 
fant thing it is for the eyes to behold the ſun Not 
is it leſs uſeful and advantageous for directing our 
ways, and ordering our ſeveral employments: Man 
goeth forth ta hit work, and to his Jabeur until the 
evening. He maketh darkneſs and it is night* 
The curtains are drawn, and all things huſhed into 
ſilence, that man may enjoy the more quiet repole : 
and yet, to leſſen the horror of darkneſs, and lighten 
ſuch as are obliged to travel in the night, while the 
ſun is enlightening another part of the world, we 
have the moon and ſtars to ſupply his room. 0 
give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good,; for bt 
mercy endureth forever. To bim that by wiſdq: 
made the heavens ; for his, &c, The moon anl 
frars t9 rule by night ; for his &c, 

Again, how wonderfully hath he furniſhed this 
lower world for our maintenance and accommodaty 
on ! The heaven, even the heaven of heavens are tht 
Lord's but the earth he hath given to the children 
of men f. He hath made us to have dominion over 
all the works of bis hands ; he hath put all things 
under our feet : all Gieep, and oxen, yea, and ttt 
beaſts of the field : the fowl of the wir, the fiſh 4 
the ſea, and whatſoever paſeth through the paths o 
the fear}, By the art and induſtry of man te 
ſwifteſt fowls are caught, the fierce(t creatutes are 
tamed, the ſtrongeſt beaſts. are overcome, and all 
made ſerviceable unto him. The horſe helpeth out 
journey both with ſpeed and eaſe, the oxen labout 
the ground for us, ſheep afford us meat and cloaths : 
from the bowels of the earth we dig fuels, metals 
and ſtones ; which are ſtill the more 3 

the / 
fal. civ. 23. 20. f Pſal. cxv. x6. | Pſal. viii. 6. 7. l. 
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, they are ufeſul and advantageous to us. Thoſe 
„e, which ſerve for building, are almoſt. every 


where ready at hand ; whereas rubies and diamonds, 
ind other ſuch gliſtring trifles, are found but in a 
few places of the world, and gotten with a great 
deal of toil, And to what hardſhip ſhould all 
ſort of artißcers be put, if iron were as ſcanty as 
»old ? The ſurface of the carth yieldeth graſs tor the 
cattle, and herb for the ſervice of man; and wine. 
that maketh glad the heart of man, and bread which. 
frengtheneth his heart. Theſe it affordeth unto us 
from time to time; and, while we are {pending the 
roducl ions of one year, God is providing for us a- 
gain(t another, There is no ſmall variety of ſeaſons 
and influences, which concur for the production of 
Ja corn, which we murmur ſo much for when we 
ust, and value fo little when it doth abound. The 
vinter-cold mult temper and prepare the earth > the 
gentle ſpring muſt cheriſh and-foment the ſeed ; va» 
pours mult be raiſed, and cordenſed into clouds, 
and then ſaquecaed out and ſifted into little drops, 
to water and refreſh the ground; and then the ſum- 
mer-heat muſt ripen and digeſt the corn before it be 
WH ft to be cut down. Theu wr/ateft the earth, ( ſaith. 
© WW the Plalmilt), and watereft it : thou greatly enriches 
] it with the river of God which is yull of water 2 
theu prepareſi them corn, when thou haſt ſo provided 
for it. Thou watereſt the ridges thereof aòbundant- 
hy: thou ſettleſt the jurrows theresf : thau makeſt it 
fot with ſhowers, thou bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof. 
Thou crewneſt the year with thy poodneſs, and all thy 
parhi drop fatne/s. They drop upon the paſtures of 
the wilderneſs : and the little hills rejoice on every 
%. The paſtures are clothed with flocks ; the val. 
ler: alſa are covered over with corn; they ſhout for 
Jy, they alſo fing“. 

* Pal. Iuv. 9. 10. 11.12. 13. a 
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O Lord how wonderful are thy works ! in auiſom Mc, 
haſt thou made them all: the earth is full of th 
riches. So is the great and wide fea, wherein ar: ps 
things creeping innumberable, both ſmall and great WM 
fiſh:r. There go the ſhips, thoſe great ingines of WI .,, 
traſkek and commerce, whereby every country u 
eaſily furniſhed with the productions of another, r 
And indeed it is a wonderful and a{toniſhing conti: 4; 
vance of nature, that men ſhould be eaſily rranſpons Wl 
ed to the rem-telt places in ſuch floating houſes, and iſ @ 
carried (fo to ſpeak) upon the wings of the wind; Wy, 
that they ſhould be able to find out their way in the Wl / 
wideſt ocean and darkeft night by the direction of a fe 
trembling needle, and the una ccountable influence ai 
a ſorry (tone. They that go down to the ſea in iſh 

ſhips, that de buſineſt in great waters : they ſee the i 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deed. i p; 
For he commandeth, aud ratſetb 'the ſtormy wind, il ye 
which lifteth 21 the waves thereof. They mount 1 WM 
to the heaven, they go down again to the depths, Wl & 
their foul is melted becaufe of trouble, They reel s 
and fro, and ſlagger like a drunken man, and are, if 
at their wits end Then they cry unto the Lard nm Wd 
their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their di-  & 
Streſſes. He maketh the florm a calm, ſo that the WW 
waves thereof" are till. Then are they glad becauſe ü 
they are quiet; /» be bringeth them unto their de. d 
fired haven, 0h that mens, &c. if 
But now we ate fallen unawares from the works If i; 
of creation to thoſe of providence Indeed it is hard il a 
to keep to any exact method in a ſubject ſo copious, I a 
where one thing doth obtrude itſelf upon us before b 
we have done with another, Let us call back our Wp 
thoughts to a more orderly conſideration of that i b 
bountiful providence which followeth us from time If « 
10 
-* Pal. ciii. 27. &c. 
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to time. We are infinitely indebted to the divine 
zoodneſs before we ſee the light of the world. He 
potreth us out as milk. and crudleth us like cheeſe, 
He clothes us with ſkin and fleſh, and fenceth us 
with" bones and finews He granteth u life, and 
favour, and his viſitation preſerveth our ſpirit Fe 
This is fo entirely the work of God, that the parents 
do not ſo much as underſtand how it is performed ; 
for who knoweth the way of the ſpirit, (h. it 
cometh to enliven a piece of matter), or how the 
bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child? 
[ will praiſe thee, (faith the Pſalmiſt), for I am 
fearfully and wonderſully made: marvellous are 
thy works, and that my ſoul knoweth right well, 
My ſubſlance was nit hid from thee. when I was 
made in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in the loweſt 
parts of the earth, Thine eyes did ſee my ſubſtance 
„v being unperfect, and in thy book all my members 
verre written, which in continuance were fſalhions 
„, when ar yet there were none of them, Hoa 
„Precious alſo are thy thoughts units me, O God! how 
© WM great is the ſum of them! &e. Nine months or- 
"  dinarily paſs in the forming of this curious and won- 
Lerful piece, before it be expoſed to the view of 
de world; and then the priſoner is releaſed from 
that narrow confinement, and the mother and the 
child are delivered together. The mother /orger- 

teth her anguiſh and pangs, fer joy that a man child 

"WW torn into the world. I he poor infant is naked 
and weak, ready to expire for hunger and cold, un- 

\ WH ible to do any thing for itfelf but weep and cry: 
bot he that brought it into the world, bath already 
provided for its ſuſtentation in it. The mother's 
breaſts are filled with a wholſome and. delicious li- 
quor, which faileth not ſrom time to time, but is 
inviſibly 


+ Job x. 10, 11. 12. Pal. exxxix. 14 15. 16. 17 
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inviſibly ſupplied, like the widow of Sarep1a's d 
till the child become capable of 70% BAL. i 
But it was not enough that mothers ſhould be en- 
abled to ſuſtain their infants, unleſs they had been. 
fo powerfully inclined anzo it: and therefore Got 
hath implanted thoſe bowels of kindneſs and compa. 
fion. which prompts them to the moſt tender 20 
affectionate care, and makes them as ready to hg 
their childrens  neceſfities as their oon: whi th 
though it do hardly delerve the name of a virtue, be- 11 
ing common to them with the brutes, for even tk be 
ſea monſters” draw out the breaſts, and give ſuck l 
their young}; yet certainly it is an effect of the d. 
vine wiſdom, that infants may not want thoſe ſug: 
cours Which would never have been fo effetually.le-M 1. 
cured to them by a law. Mean while, the poor i. 50 
fant is fo weak, and ſo unable to endure the leak 
violence, and withal expoſed to ſo innumberable dar 
gers, that the mother's ſolicitude and care would be 
to little purpoſe, if it were not preſerved by a higher 
and inviſible power, which watcheth for its ſafcy 
when the mother and nutſe arc fait aſleep, and keep 
it from. being overlaid. | 
As we grow in years, our neceſſities multiply, 
and dangers 'increaſe rather than diminiſh ; and we 
are. ſtill more and more obliged to God for the fup 
ply of the one, and our preſeryation from the other 
We think perhaps we have now ſet up for ourſelve, 
and can provide what is neceſſary by our own indul 
try, and keep ourſelves out of harm's way. But 
there caunot be à mere foalith and vnreaſonade 
thought. There needeth but a little conſide ratio 
to undeceive us. All that we project and do fot 
ourſelves, dependeth on the integrity of our faculties 
and the ſoundneſs of our reaſon ; which is a happ 
neſs we can never ſecure unto ourſelves, 1 chu al 
4 Lam. iv. 3. this 


i: 
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this inſtance the rather, becauſe it is a mercy invalu- 
able in itſelf, and I ſear very ſeldom confideted by 
us, O what an unſpeakable bleſſing it is, that we 
ne preſeryed in our right wits; that we are not 
raxriſy in ſome bedlam, or running furiouſly up and 
down the ſtreets 3 nor have our ſpirits ſunk into 
fllineſs or ſtupidity which world make cvery Invie 
id o mog and derige us ! It is poſſible enough that 
this ſhould befal the wileſt and moſt ſtedfaſt of us 
all. A firoke on the head, a few more degrees of 
heat ia the blood, or agitation of the vital ſpirits, were 
enough to do the buſineſs. So weak and mutable 
ereatutes are we; ſo ſmall is the diſtance betwixt a 
wiſe man and a fool. ' Next to the uſe of our reaſon, 
how much are we indebted to the divine goodneſs 
for our health and welfare! Theſe bodies of ours 
are made up of ſo various parts, and withal fo nice 
and delicate, that the leaſt thing in the world is e- 
nough to intangle and diſorder them. A drop of hu- 
mour, or a grain of ſand. will ſometimes occaſion 
fuch anguiſh and pain, as render a man idſenſible of 
all the comforts he enjoyeth io the world: and they 
who underſtand any thing of the human body; will 
jaſtiy wonder that all the parts are kept in order 
for an hour. What a mercy ought we therefore 
to account it, to find ourſelves in health and vigour 
» aching in our head, no noiſomeneſs in our ſto- 
mach, no fever in the blood, none of the humours 
ntiated, none of theſe innumerable conduits broken 
which convey them, bur all the organs performing 
their proper functions, and a fprightly vigour pol- 
ſeſling every part! How much are we indebred to 
that providence which preſerveth us from falls and 
bruiſes, and Feepert all our bones, fo that none of 
them is broken ; which watcheth over us when we 
are not able to care for ourſelves! What a bleſſing 
is 
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is it to enjoy the repoſe of the night; that wear 
not wearied with endleſs toſſings and rollings, tor 
ſeared with dreams, and terified with vijiony, 
whereof holy 7% complains ; that we are,protedted 
from fire and violence, from evil ſpirits, and from e- 
vil men ? I will 62th lay me down in peace, ani 
ſleep ; for thou Lord only makeft me to dwell in 
ſafety. And what ſhall we ſay of our food and 
_ Faiment, of our houſes and manifold accommodat- 
ons, of the kindneſs of our neighbours and the lo 
of our friends, of all the means of our ſubſiſtance, 
and all the comforts of our lives? We are made up, 
as it were, of a great many ſeveral pieces, have ſuch 
a variety of intereits and enjoyments concurring t9 
our preſent happineſs, that it is an unſpeakable 
goodneſs which continueth them all with us frog 
time to time; that when we awake in the morning 
we ſhould find our minds clear, our bodies well, our þ 
houſe ſafe, all our friends in health, and all our in- 4 
tereſts ſecure, He is a wall / fire about us, and of 
about all that we have, by night, and by day ; and " 
his mercies are new every morning. I cannot (tand il , 
to ſpeak of all thoſe more publick mercies, the WM 1. 
peace and tranquillity of kingdoms, and all the hap: 
py effects of ſociety and government. I ſhall oaly 
ſay, that it is a ſignal inſtance of the divine wiſdon 
and goodneſs in the government of the world, that 
ſuch a vaſt number of perſons, only acted by ſelf lore, 
ſhould ail conſpire for the publick intereſt, and fo & 
minently advance one another's welfare; that ma 
giſtrates ſhould ſo willingly undergo the trouble of 
government, and a heady and inconſidetate multitude 
ſhould be commanded and overawed by a ſingle man. 
Certainly it can be no other but that ſame God wh 
Ailletb the noiſe of the waves, that can prevent o 
compoſe the tumults of the people, 
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Hitherto we have conſidered thoſe inſtunces of the 
divine bounty which relate to our temporal concerns. 
But ſure we were made for ſome higher and more 
excellent end, than to paſs a few months or years in 
this world, to eat, drink, ſleep, and die. God 
hath deſigned us for a more laſting and durable life, 
and hath accordingly made greater provilions for it. 
He taketh care of our very bodies; but hath an in- 
foitely greater regard to thoſe ſpiritual and immor- 
al ſubſtances which he hath breathed into us, And 
here in all reaſon we ought to begin with that great 
ind fandamental mercy, which is the root and ſpring 
of all his other mercies towards the ſouls of men; 
I mean, the incarnation 4nd the death of his only 
begotten Son. But, alas ! where are thoſe affec- 
tions wherewith that ſhould be ſpoken and heard ? 
Our dulneis makes me. almoſt afraid to meddle with 
ſo high a theme. That the eternal Son of God, 
the Wiſdom of the Father, the maker and lord of 
all things, ſhould clothe himſelf with the infirmities 
of the human nature, and come down from the ha+ 
bitation of his glory, and take up his abode among 
the wretched and rebellious children of men, to re- 
caim them from their wickedneſs and folly, and re- 
duce them to their duty and their happineſs ; that he 
ſhould have gone up and down in the world upwards 
of thirty years in poverty, affliction, and contempt, 
doing good and ſuffering evil, ſcattering bleſſings and 
enduring injuries where ever he came: and at laſt 
hould have yielded up his life in unſpeakable an- 
puiſh and torment, to be a propitiation for our ſins : 
theſe are matters which ought never to be ſpoken or 
beard, without loſing ourſelves (as it were) in a 
tpture of admiration, gratitude, and love. © the 
breadth, length, depth, and height of that love nwhich 
%%% all knowledge ; which made God aſſume our 
H nature, 
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nature, that we might become partakers of his! K 
is true, all that our Saviour hath done and ſuffered, 
proveth ine ſſectual to- the greateſt part of mankind. 
Bur ſure they have themſelves to blame. God hath 
both /aid and ſworn, that he hath us pleaſure in th 
death of finners, but wguld have them rather repent 
and live. And indeed his way of dealing with them, 
doth ſufficiently declare the fame. With what long 
ſuffering patience doth he wait for their repentance! 
what pains doth he take to reclaim them ! 

It is an aſtoniſhing thing, to conſider what indig. 
nities and affronts are every day done unto that inf 
nite Majeſty by ſinful duſt and aſhes, and that he 
doth not avenge himſelf by their total overthrow; 
that they ſhould violate his law, and deſpiſe his 
threatenings, and defy him, as x were, Ama du vey 
e, and yet he thould pity and ſpare them, and 
wait to be gracious unto them. 1 the goverg. 
meat of the world committgd w the meekeſt perſop 
on the face of the earth*%ke would never endure : 1 


outrages which are committed. agaiolt heaven, b 
ould preſently loſe his patichee, and unn 
frame into ru But God is love: Hi 
proach and ways are not like thoſe of men; but as 
the h-avent are higher than the earth, ſo are hit 
thoughts and aways higher than ours, And when 
the obitinate wickednels of ſinful creatures doth, 25 
it were, fprec and extort puniſhment from his hands, 
what reluctaney, what unwillingneſs doth he exprels 
to this work ; this ftrang? and unnatural work, as him 
ſelf ſeems to term it? How ſhall T give thee uf, 7 
Ephraim ? How ſhall I give thee up ? O that 
fotplo had hearkene 1 unto me, that Iſrael had known 
my ways ! O Jeruſalem ! O Jeruſalem ! &. 
Age Ny As God waiteth patiently for our refer. 


mation, ſo ke doth make uſe of many methods a0 
niean 
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means to bring us unto it. He hath publiſhed the 
" golpel through the world, and A. down the 
; WW bnowicedge of it to our days, in ſpite of all the oppo» 
bon of devils and men. He hath eflabliſhed a 
church, and appointed a whole order of men, whoſe 
peculiar calling and buſineſs in the world is, to take 
care of peoples fouls, to inſtruct them in the way to 
heaven, and as amba/ad;rs in Chriſt's flead. to be- 
bech them ty be reconciled unto God, Thele are 
ſome of his common mercies : but who can expreſs 
that tavour and love which he ſheweth wo hw own, 
to thoſe blefſed perions whom he chuſeth, and 
cauſcth to approach unto himſclt. when he reſcueth 
them from the vanity of their converſation, and Hh at 
eiction which is in the world through 19ſt ; when 
he mouldeth their ſouls unto e conformity wi:h him- 
ſelf, and ſtampeth his bleſſed image upon them; 
when he viſiteth them with his Holy Spirit, and fil 
kth their heart with thoſe hidden pleaſures which 
ane can underſtand bat thoſe that ſeel them! 4 
4 | anger intermeddleth not with their joy, And yet 
jen theſe are but the earneſt of that great felicity 

vr which he hath deſigned us; ße joys that are 
ft his right hand, thoſe pleafures that "endure for 
ermore, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 
an it enter into the heart of man to conceive what 
1d hath prepared for thoſe that love him. And it 
feth not yet appear what we /hail be. Mean while, 
noſe ſmall and imperfe& diſcoveries which are made 
o us in the holy ſcriptures of that inconceivable hap- 
neſs, are enough to overwhelm us with admiration 
td wonder, To think that the bleſſed day is com- 
g, when we ſhall be looſed from theſe dull and 
ah bodies; thoſe ſinks of corruption, diſcaſes 
nd pains ; thoſe priſons and dungeons of pur hca- 
en born ſouls ; and, being clothed with robes ot 
H 2 | lol 
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light and glory, ſhall get above the clouds, and :l 
thoſe ſtorms and tempeſts which are here below; 
and be carried into thoſe bleſſed regions of calninel 
and ſerenity, of peace and joy, of happineſs and ſe. 
curity ; when we ſhall come unto the innamerat!: 
company of angels, and the general aſſembly of the 
church of the firſt-barn, and the ſpirits of juſt mea 
made perfect : and tn Jeſus the mediator of the neu 
eovenant ; there to behold the glory of God, and 
the ſplendor of the court of hegven 3; to view and 
contemplate that infinite power which created the 
world, that unſearchable wiſdom which ordereth all 
things, that unſpeakable goodneſs which exerteth 


| 
both; nay, /» to ſee God as to became like unt 
him “; ard b:holding with open face the glory of: 
Lord, to be changed into the ſame image, fring 
glory t5 glory + : to reccive the continual illapſes of 
tlic divine goodacls, and the con(tant expreſſions of p 
his favour and love; and to have our own fouls p 
melted and difloived into the flames of reciprocal p 
alicdtion, aac that fre fed and nouriſhed by uninter WM ;; 
rupted enjoyments: in a word, to be continually WF 
trauiported m coftaſes and raptor os, amd fwallow WW 5: 
ed up in the cmbraces of etetaal fes, and whe , 


loit, as it were, in the fource and fountain of happi 
refs and bliſs! Lord, auhat is man, that thou take 
knowledge of him or the fon of man, that thes * 
makeſt ſuch account of him t; and that thou ſhould let 
fet thine heart fo much upon bim? Ch that ne , : 
would therefore praiſe the Lord for his goodnejn h. 
and Vr hrs e:9n:derſul works to the children of TH 
men! © gide thanks unte the Lord / or he is Seed fo 
for his merey endureth for ever. Bleſſes' be the nau ge 
the Lyrd ſi um this time forth and for ever me. inc 
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On the nativity of our Saviour. 


Ps A L. ii 11. the latter part, 


Rejoice with trembling. 


TT HE obſcrration of felliva!s being one of thoſe 
balls of oontention which have been tofled | 

ſo hotly in the religious debates of this unhappy age, 
it may perhaps be expected, that we {houlc beyin 
with a vindication of this day's ſo:emrity from the ex- 
c:ptions that arc wont to be taken again{t it; and that 
the one half of our ſermon ſtiould be ſpeut in apology 
for the otber, Bat 1 hope we may well enough 
ſpare the pains, ard employ the time to better pur- 
puſe. For you who are aſſtmbled in this houſe are 
p:rfuaaded, 1 truſt, of the lawtfulneſs of your own 
FaRice ; and we cannot dirce our ſpeech to thoſe 
that are abſent from it. And really it were to be 
wiſhed, that there were leſs noiſe and debate about 
thirters of this nate; and that, beirg agreed in 
tue more fubſtamital parts of religion, we did ail cha- 
ritab'y acquieſce in that excellent advice of the 
Apoſtle, which he giveth in a parallel in{tavce, Let 
wet him that eateth, deſpiſe him that eateth nut: and 
let not him that cateib not, judge him that eateth. 
And then, as we thail nat ate any thing of that 
love and revereace which we owe to the piery and 
truth of thoſe who differ from us in ſo ſmail matters; 
ſo we might hope they would rot be baſly to con- 
demn us, if, in compliance with the practice of the 
ancient church, and the preſent confiitution of our 
ewn, we take the occalion of this fealon, with 
tharkiulgels, ro remember the greatclt ber.cht that 
H 3 ever 
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ever was conferred on the children of men, and 1 
this time perform that ſervice which can never be un. 
ſcaſonable. However, I am confdent it is both 
more hard and neceſſary to rectify and amend the 4 
buſes of this ſolemnity, than to juſtify the right ob- 
ſerration of it; to vindicate it from the diſhonour of 
lome of its pretended friends, than to defend it 
from all the aſſaults of aggreſſors: and accordingly 
we ſhall make it our work to perſuade you to ſuch z 
deportment on this feitival, as may beſt fuir with 
the holy life and religion of that perſon whoſe nai- 
vity we commemorate, | 
The text which we have choſen may ſeem ſome- 
what general, but yet it is caſily applicable to the 
preſent occaſion ; eſpecially if we remember, that it 
is an inference drawn from a prophecy, which, 
though it had its literal completion in the eſtabliſh- 
ment of David's throne, yet it was, in a myllical 
| and a more ſublime ſenſe, fulfilled in the rncarnation 
and kingdom of the Meſſiah; as the Apoltle in ſe- 
| veral places informeth us: For to which of the an- 
gels hath be ſaid at any time, Thou art any Son, this 
day have I begotten thee*? Whence he infers, that 
the angels themſelves arc inferior to Chriſt, of whom 
this was ſpoken, The only difficulty of the words il | 
lieth in the ſtrange conjunction of theſe paſſions, % Ml ; 
and extreme fear, which trembling ſeems to im-. 
port; but this will be more fully cleared. in the ſe- WF | 
quel of our diſcourſe, Mean while ye may obſerve, WM , 
that both thele words, fear and 7rembling. are u'a , 
in the text, and, io the ſcripture-phraſe, uſually im- 
port humility and diligence, ſolicitude and caution, 1 
and the fear of diſpleaſing, as being the molt proper 
qualifications of our obedience, either to God of i ; 


man. Thus are we commanded to work cut aur 
alvalius 
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jalvation with fear and trembling®; and ſervants 
are commanded 19 obey their maſlers with fear and 
trembling + : ſo the Corinthians are ſaid to have re- 
ceived Titus, being ſent to them, with fear and 
irenbling} and Chryſaſtom ſaith of the angels, that 
they aſſilt with fear and trembling, All which pla- 
ces do import ſuch care and diligence, as arc very 
neceflary and reconcileable to chearful ſervice. Re- 
erence and fear to oftend, will be happily joined 
with holy joy in the performance of our duty; there 
being nothing more picaſant, than to ferve him dili- 
gently whom we reverence, and fear to diſpleaſe. 
Thus much for explication. The text is too ſhort 
to be divided into many parts, but doth naturally tall 
zander in to two; the former exciting and encourage» 
ing our joy, the latter quaiifjing and moderating the 
lame. Fir{t we are allowed, yea and commanded 
to rejoice z and then we are cautioned to do it with 
trembling. And accordingly our ditcourſe ſhall run 
in theſe two heads; frit to exhort you to chearfuls 
res and joy, thea to ſet the right bounds and limits 
to the ſame : and, having done this in general, we 
ſhill endeavour to draw both theſe home to the pie 
lent occaſion. 

To begin with the firſt : Joy and chearſulneſs are 
lo far from being incerfiftent wich religion, when 
ichtly ordered, that we find them. many times al- 
lowed and recommended in ſcripture. Thus in the 
lat verſe of the 324 Palm, Be glad in ile Lord, 
aud rejoice, ye righteous : and ſhout ſir joy, all ye 
that are upright in heart- And ia verſe 1. of the 
next Pjalm, Rejoice in the Lord, © ye righteous, 
fer praiſe is comely for the upright. So Pſalm Ixvin, 
3. Let the right:ous be glad : let them rejcice before 
the Lord, yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. Pal, 
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exlix. 5. Let the ſaints be faul in glory : les them 
ning aloud upon their beds. And, that you may 80 
think this a liberty proper only for the former di. 
peulations, but that Chriitizns are obliged to greater 
levcrity, the Apoltle doth no leſs than three times 
give this admonition to the Philippians, Reyoice in 
14 Lord Regnice always in the Lord; yea, 1 ſay 
Rejiice, In relation to this perhaps it was, that-the 
ole herrn Palladius, having five” hundred” febolars 
uſcd never to diſmiſs them without this admonition 
My friends, be chearſnl: forget net, I befeech you 
ts be chearful, This was the conſtant lecture he 
repeated, as often as St. Jahn was wont to do thoſe 
words, My little children, lade one anther, b 
None of our natural inclinations were made in i 
vain 3 and joy is neither an uſeleſs nor a ſmall pa. 
fion ; but, if rightly ordercd, may becon:e an emi- fff © 
nent exerciſe of religion, as proper a concomitant i 
of thank fulncis, as ſorrow of repentance. Our de. 
votion never foareth higher, than when it is carried Wl 
on the wings of joy and lose, when our ſouls are bl WW 
led with the ſente of his goodneſs, and we heartily WM" 
applaud the Hallc/u7ahs of the bleſſed ſpirits, and b 
all the praiſes of the creatures, And as joy is an i! 
exccilent inſtrument of devotion, ſo a cot ſtant ſere- IM" 
nity and chrarfalueſs of ſpirit is à fit diſpoſition for WM © 
our other duties. I ſhould be loth to countenane I * 
any levity or difiolution of ſpirit ; and 4 hope, bee 
wt we done, we ſhall leave np ground to (offed if 
fych a defign : and yet 1 would not have you imagiue, il © 
that innocence and ſevetity are inſeparable compari 
ons, or that a free and chearful countenance is 1 
certain ſiga of an ill mind, or that men ought alway? 
to be fad under the notion of being ſerious. | 
would not have you in lave with a ſtudied face, not 


think it a crime to laugh, or ſcrupulouſly to refuſe 
ſuch 
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ſoch innocent and ingeniovs divertiſements as you had 
ulefu! to refreſh your fpirits. and preſerve their ala» 
crity : for chez rfolneſs erlightens the mind, and en- 
courages the heart, and raiſes the foul, as it were 
to breathe in a purer air, It miſbecomes none but 
the wicked, in whom ir is commonly a light mirth 
and fooliſh jollity. As a ours drofs nay ſot off a 
bandfome fact, whith yet wil reader thoſe who are 
ugly, mote fi-favonred ; fo doth cheartalnets ex · 
ceedingly become pond fouls ; in bad men it is moſt 
ndiculows, On the other hand, a ſad and ſullen hu» 
mour, a darpwh, moroic, and melancholy difpotition, 
8 lo far from being commendable, that at be(t it muſt 
be looked upon as an infirmity and weakneſs in the 
belt of thoſe in whom 1t refideth ; and, if purpoſely 
feed or cheriſhed. may deſerve a ſeverer cenſure ; 
being diſhonourable to God, injurious to our neigh- 
bours, prejudicial to ourſelves, and a thing highly 
unreaſonable. Firſt, It is d{honourable to God, on 
whom we profeſs ro Cepend, and who, through our 
moroſencls, may be miſtaken for a hard and ſerere 
maller If you ſhould obſerve any man's ſervants to 
de always fad and dejecdted. and could not guels at 
the reaton of it, you would be ready to conclude, 
that they were ill treated at home, and ferred an 
unk inc, prennoe! perſon. And therefore, if we 
have any regard to the honour of our maller, we 
bnaht carefully to avoid any thing, from which thoſe 
that are ſtrangers to him, ate apt to take accaſion to 
ectertain harſh an! diſadvantageous thoughts-of him 
and his fervice. Again, Jt is injurious to our neigb- 
bour z whom it doth deprive of the camfores of 
let. and the irnocent delights of more cheaztul 
couverle ; it being better to be confiacd to ſolitude, 
than chliped to hve with thoſe who are alwavs ſullen. 
Ihey ate not Jike to be good company io others, who 
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are ſo bad company to themſelves ; nor will they es 
ſily endure to ſee others chearful and pleaſant, when 
they cannot allow themſelves ſo much as to ſmile, 
Peeviſhneſs and anger are the ordinary companions of 
melancholy ; and = i hard for ſervams and friends 
to plexie them in any thing who are accuſtomed is 
ſadgels an diſeoment. But this is not all: There is 
a greater miſchief in the matter: for they who are 
ſtrangers to religion, and obſerve them who pretend 
to it to be always fad and melancholy, are therehy 
deterred from the ſtudy of piety, as that which 
would imbitter their lives, and deprive them of all 
their comforts ; and they are apt imagine, that if 
once they ſhould undertake a courſe of godinels, 
they ſhould never after enjoy a pleaſant hour, but, 
by a melancholy humour, and aultere behaviour, -be- 
come a burden to themſelves, and a burden to ail about 
them. Then they will think devotion a comforilch 
employment, when they ſce men come from retize- 
ments with ſad and heavy looks, męroſe and unto- 
wardly deportment : whereas really the ſpirit of rel. 
gion is in itſelf moſt amiable and moll lovely, molt 
chearful, free and ingenuous ; and it is only mem 
weakneſs, and not their picty, that ought to be blame 
ed for any ſuch diſorder in their minds. 

Again, Melancholy and ſadneſs is prejudicial u 
ourſelves, being ag enemy tp nature, and hurtful 08 n 
bodily conſtitutions, eſpecially when it grows previ v 
lent and extreme ; and therefore men are obliged a b. 
be chearful for the ſame reaſons they take phyſick, WM & 
and to guard againſt melancholy as we would do“, x: 
gainſt a diſeaſe. Beſides, it is very troubleſome 108 tf; 
our ſpirits, and will make us ſmart even when se .. 
know not why. Although melan holy muſings MY WF th 
be a very delightful entertainment to the mind: Je, ac 


in a little time, they grow to be very troubleſome 
Contra!) 
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Contrary to the nature of other births, they pleaſe 
us much while we bring them forth, but prove à mi- 
ſerable torment when they are born. But, which is 
much worſe, it doth exccedingly indi: poſe for the 
duties of religion, The eyes are not more darken» 
ed with fumes and vapuurs, than the underftanding 
is when thoſe ſullen exhalations gather about us. 
Clans are not @ gaeater impediment to the feet, than 
this humour to the motiens of the foul, It inclines 
not only to think worſe of ourſelves and our condi- 
tion than we need, but to do worſe than otherwife 
we ſhould. It repreſents thoſe things as exceeding- 
ly difficult which may be done with eaſe, and thoſe 
impoſſible which have any conſiderable difficulty. It 
quite diſpirits us, and will not ſuffer us to attempt 
any thing, becauſe we imagine we can do nothing, 
Although, perhaps, in a heat it may puſh us for- 
ward, yet it ſuddenly ſtays us, and makes us thin 
we cannot go. Wir catcheth fee, it makes us wild; 
ad, when at hath ſpent that flame, it leaves vs dead 
aud wh. 
Laſtly, Sadneſs and dejection of ſpirit in Chriſti-, 
ans, is a thing very unreaſonable : for why ſhouid 
they be ſad and heavy who ſerve ſo good a nialter, 
and who are aſſured of an infinite reward tor their 
faithful ſervice ? If the favour of a prince, or hopes 
of ſome carthly advantage, can ſupporg, and chear 
the minds of men; why ihovid not religious people, 
who have the friend hip of God, and ſo many divine 
bietungs in preſent poſſeſlon, and the certain expe- 
Gation of more and greater, cheriſh a perpetual joy, 
and ever be of good comfort? What ſhould atftii&t 
them, or caſt them down? 1s it worldly croſſes or 
fears? They have not their portions in the things of 
this world: they are {trangers and pilgrims on earth, 
and cannot in reaſon be much ſolicitous about their 
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accammodation in an inn, which they are ſo ſhonh 
to leave. Beſides, where is he that doth not enjoy 
more and greater comforts than thoſe he is deprþ 
ved and ſtxads in need of? Why then ſhoulde ſt tha 
not be more plad of wbat thou haſt; than ſorry for 
what thou wantelt ? Pertraps thou haſt loſt part of 
thy farzane, bat yeghenjoyelt more than many who 
Eve happily enough notwithſtanding, Thou wantall 
broney, but thou haſt thy health, If that be im; 
paired, thou enjoyeſt the ole of thy reaſon, which i 
iatinicly more valuable Thou halt loſt a fricad; 
but perhaps thou halt many behind; and ſhall that 
loſs do more to make thee fad, than all the reſt i 
make the ch ? Or wilt thou, like a pee sil 
child, throw all away, becauſe ſomething is talen 
from thee ? 1 ſay not that moderate ſadneſs i 
blameable on ſuch occaſions, but that our gnef 
ought not to be indulged till it grow habitual. Apd 
ſure, whatever. our crofſes and our fears be, we 
ought chtartully ro acquieſce in a conſtant dependance 
on the divine providence ; having that infinite wif 
dom, and goodneſs, and power, which made add 
goth govern the world, to care for us, and the pio- 
miſe of God for all thoſe things which he ſees be- 
ecflary or convenient for us, What is it then thit 
mould deject us, and deprive us of that joy which 
the text alloweth and commendeth ? Is it the ſeaſe 
of our weakneſs, and the fear of miſſing that ctermal 
bappineſs for which we were created? If thou be 
- altogether graceleſs, ſuch thoughts would ſeldom 
trouble thee ; but if thou be really concerned in e- 
| ligion, and hape @ mind to heaven in eargait ; if thou 
; bait begun thy race, and art preſſing forward to ob- 
\ tain thy prize, thou haſt no reaſon to be diſcouraged 
+ or caſt down. God loves thee better than the 
doit Either um or thydalf ; and hohngs ts 
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Wine iſſoe of the dirinc nature : and therefom be 


not hide his fact from it, he cannot deſert it as 
outcaſt thing in the world ; nay he is ready 


heriſh and aſſilt it, an vperſed that gracious 
ciAbimfelt hath begat), Away then with grouond- 


leis tears and diſpondent thoughts, which diſhonour 


God, ard weaken your own. hands Encourage 
yourſelves with the aſſurance of the divine aſſiſtance, 
and chearfully perform that which is incumbent up- 
on yourſelves. Check the ſadneſs of your ſpirits, 
and chide yourfelf into better temper ; as David 
did, in P/al. xlii and xiii. He took up his droop- 
ing mind, with this encouragement, WWhy art chen 
caſt down, O my ſoul? &c. 
„Bot perbaps you will toll me, — 
er waich we recommend, is very improper for theſe 
d times wherein we live: and, though we had no. 
touble on account of our own intereſts, the miſeries 
et ochers\q.;ght 8 us to ſadneſs, and blunt and, 
damp all our joys. I anſwer, Compaſſion indeed i 
Chriitian vigtue, and a good man will be —— 
® the miſeries under which he ſees his neighbour 
one, and be ready to aſſiſt him with his counte!g 
s labour, or his purſe, it that will relieve him 
ut he is not obliged to ſuſſer the calamities of a 
ers to fink ſo deeply into his ſpirit, as to dillur 
pic peace and harmony of his ſoul, elle, ſince the 
orld is a great hoſpital of miſcry, and we ſee we: * 
$igh as many miſcrable perions as men, we mul 
ſceds draw as much miſcry on ourſelves, as al 
theirs doth amount to, and ſo deſerve more compaſs 
bon than any of them. Again, if we, partake of the 
miſcries of others, ſo may we in their happineſs ; i 
we ought to mourn with thoſe that mobrn, ſo w 


ght to rezoice with them that rejoice. Ane 
— nailery 15 far. more ircquont in ibe \ 
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. this gan he no meaſore for the 

3 ; And for any thing we know, for one {inf 
retch, there may be ten thoufand holy and hap! 
pirits oe the miſery in the world ca 
ies no proportion\to the inſigite happineſs of 4 
ighty God. which odgh to be the highett object 
ar joy, amd may drow and ſwallow up all the exe 
Faſes or pretcgces of excdſive ſadneſs We oup 
ko rejoice in God, not only Wat he is our God, bi 
_ he is God infinitely holy, And inſinitely happy 
hat he is ſelf bleffed, glorious a all things; a 
hat his enemies cannot reach nor unſèule his thron 


his is the . ge and comttarit, the moll 
heavenly 

There remaineth yet one occaf 10n of grief, which 
ſome may think erough to baniſh all joy from a 
Chriſtian ſoul; and that is, the multitude of fins 
whereof we and other: are puilty. And certainly, 
contrition, and zeal for the honour of God, are very 
neceſſary duties; yet we were not born only to 
mourn, nor is the lameating of fin all we have to do 
in the world We love to fee a ſervant ſenſible of 
his fault, but would be ill content if on tHat account 
he did nothing but weep. Sadneſs ia contrition 1s 
neceſſary to make our repeatance ſerious, and fad- 
neſs of zeal to teſtify our conccrnment in God's ig. 
tereſt; but on neither of thele accounts ought we 
to prieve without term or meaſure As we ought 
to grizve that we have offended fo gracious a God, 

ſo ought we to rejoice that the God whom we har? 
offended. is fo gracious ; and ſince the greatnelts of 
God's mercy is as far above our ſins, as the heavers 
are above the earth, our faith and joy in God's 
mercy auglit to be far above our ſadneſs ſor our his. 
Winercas the blaſphentes am oppolians of God 
cngmies, by his wildom and power, {agh turn 10 bn 
U 
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cy; our ſadpeß far theſe oppolitions moſt end in 
y, for that almighty-power and ſovercign glory, 
hich the enmity of Satan, and the world, and t 
:h, doth but make more conſpicuous by pulli 
ainſt it | 
buy this time J hope it doth appear, that joy an 
Pearſe are more ee e th 
fore men perhaps are ready to ima I ſhall add 
no more to this purpoſe ; but that it is the privilege 
of a holy and religious ſoul, that every thing he 
meets with may afford him occaſion of joy. If he 
looks up tg heaven, it puts bim in mind of the man- 
ſions that are preparing for bim; if on the earth, it 
rejoicerh him to think of his intereſt in him who 
made and governs the ſame, If he conſiders the 
changes and revolution of human affairs, it ſatisfies 
him to remember, that an unerring providence doth 
'over-rule all their ſeeming diſorders, and makes 
them all ſerve to great and plorious deſigns. If he 
live long. he is glad of the large time he is allowed 
+ WW to do his work in; and, if he die ſoon, he is glad 
that he is ſo ſoon come to the end and reward of his 
; W work. It he be richer than his neighbours, he re- 
. W joiceth in the opportunity of obliging them; and, if 
they be richer than he, he rejoiceth that they have 
the plenty and ſplendor which riches afford, and 
that he wants the care and temptations that aztend 
them, As many miſeries as he leeth, ſo many argue 
ments he hath to glorify God, and rejoice in his 
goodneſs, faying, » Bliefled be God that I am not 
maimed le that beggug ſoldier. ner frantick lit 
| that bedjamite, nor io priſen like that bankrupe, nor 
like that thief in fwckbes, nor in perpetoal trouble 
like that counſellor of Rate. 
But joy is a paſſion ſo pleaſing unto nature, that 
molt men are eaſily perſuaded uato it, thoſe _— 
y 
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ly who have the leaſt ground for it, And what ue 
have ſaid hitherto, may haye the ü luck to be miſty 
ken or wrelled by protane perſons, for the defence 
of their jollity and woſiokſome mirth. But it ſhould 
be conſidered, that our exhortation to chearfulnels 
and joy periuppoſeth mea to be good ai religious, 
and is addreſſed to them on that pretumption : far 
we ſhould never encourage men to rejoice and be 
chearſul, while they are at enmity with their maker, 
pt Heu with the infinite Majeſty of heaven, whoſe 
leaſt frown is enough to confound them. e would 
not have men is dance on the brivk ef bell, age 
wantonly exult in the way that leads to deſtruftiag, 
Another temper would better become their unhappy 
condition, and they ought to be thinking how a 
timely forrow may lay a ſure foundation for a-lalfing 
joy. Again, The joy which we commend, is 4 
quite different thing from that Jevity and diſſolutia 
of ſpirit which fume perſons would cover under that 
name. Vie allow not that light airy temper that i 
inconſiſtent with gravity and ſerioulrets. We would 
not have a man's whole life become a ſport, not 
mirth to become his whole employment. Of ſuch 
laughter we may ſay, with the wife man, that it U 
mad; and of mirih, What doth it ? The cheariul- 
nets we have been ſpeaking of, mult ſpring from the 
ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, and the conſcience of 
our lincerity in his fervice ; though we are not to 
refuſe the aſſiſtance of innocent acts to raiſe and re» 
cruit our natural ſpirits when they taint and fail withe 
in us. Finally. That our chcearfulneſs and joy may 
be allowable, it muſt be right'y tempered. Which 
leads me to the ſecond part of the text; which it it 
do not check, it doth at lcaſt mix and quality our 
joy; rejoice we may, but it mult be with tremb/iing- 
Trembling is a natural ciicct aud ſigu of fear; and i 
here 
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here put for the thing ſignified, Now, fear may 
ſeem to be the molt uſcleſs and unprotitable paſlion 
mn the mind: it is that which preſages miſchief and 
anticipates our miſeries,” giving them a being bafote 
they had any, and troubling us with the apprehenſion 
of thoſe evils which may never befal us, and hin- 
dering us te guard agaialt many which we might 
have prevented ; betiaying thoſe ſuccours which rea» _ 
ſon offereth, as the wilc ſon of David tells us. The 
hiflorian ſpeaking of the Porfians, who in their 
fight flung away their weapons of defence, adderh 
this obſervation, Ales 1imor ina anxilta reformie 
dat : Such is the nature of fear that it not only 
makes us flee from danger, but from thoſe helps and 
ſuccours which ſhould keep it off. But, as Mexans 
$17 frid! of i ßere avd ſtotely hort. Qualm 1/0 
_ perdunt dum eo per imperitiam alt: neſciunt | 
hat a brave horſe is luit for want of ſkitl ro mas 
ve him! ſo we may fay of fear, that ihey whe 
ould diſcharge it, dogtolc an uſeſol paſhon, 
ing how to order RK. Fear, doubiicſs, is an 
excellent inſtrument, both of reaſon and of religion, 
And as all our paſnons, fo cſpecially fear, are as 
winds, which although they ſometimes drive us up- 
on rocks, yet, rightly improved, may {well our fails, 
and carry us on to the haven where we would be. 
Hence we may find it ſo frequently commanded in 
ſcripture, and ſo probably practiſed by wiſe and 
holy perſons. The queition then is, What kind of 
fear and trembling is injoined here in the text? And, 
fiſt, as tor the object, certainly the wrath and dil- 
pleaſure of God is the molt proper and ſuitable ob- 
ject of our fear: it is this that w- ought to look on 
as the greateſt evil, and to ſhun with the greateſt 


* 


care. And this fear, if righily ſeated in our ſovls, 


will make us very watchful againtt the ſaalleſt fins, 
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and make us heartily ſorry for the offences of othen; 
But though the fear of God's diſpleaſure be more 
excellent and uſeful, yet the fear of our own miſery 
is not to be condemned: it is uſeful, not only u 
wieked perſons, wham though it doth avt make 
good, yet it keeps them from being worſe ; but alfh 
10 boly perſons, whom the fear of heil hath many 
times helped forward to heaven. Our Saviour him. 
ſelf adviſeth us to fear him who can caſt body and 
foul ints hell fire. And, that we may not forget it, 
he drives it home with an ingemieauen, Yea, [ ſy 
unto you, fear him ; where we are to obſerve, that 
puri importe as much as awin the deſcription of the 
perſon carrieth the reaſon for which we ought to 
fear him, It were indeed to be wiſhed, that our 
ſouls were knit unto God by the more noble and, ge- 
nerous paihon of love, and that we needed meither 
rewards to draw os to our duty. nor puniſhments t0 
chaſe us to our happineſs ; that we laved good, 
nels as Cato was ſaid w do virtue, becauſe he could 
not do otherwiſe, But this is, with the hiſtorian 
dot um arcommodare, non hifteriam ; to the preſent 
wiſh, rather than a character of. an ordinary you 
n; or, as .\-79þ407 did with Cyrus, todetcribe : 

what he ſhould be, that wheat be 1 4 
love. as St. John tells us, caſteth out all fear : bu 
while our love is imperfe&, ii leaves room for font 
fear, Hell is certainly in our creed as well as hea 
ven; and as the fear of it is ordinarily the firſt (ter 
of converſion. fo it may be of uſe to quicken us, and 
puſh us forward aff along through our journey to. 
ward heaven. But uf Clerjitjans tear may hase bel 
for its object, what kind of fear may ths be- 114 
ward, It ought not to be ſuch an anxious and 
troubleſome tear, as may diſturb our tranquillity, ot 


extinguiſh our joy, or diſcourage our endeavours 3 
but 
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but ſo rational and modeft, as may make us reverend 
in our love, modeſt in our confidence, and cautious 
in our joy, that it neither betray us to, nor vent it» 

ſelf in any unſeemly expreſſions. | 
And thus much of the duty recommended in the 
text, Tis hh time now to apply thele generals to 
the preſent occaſion, We are aſſembled this day 
to commemorate the greateſt bleſhng that ever was 
beſtowed on the children of men; a bleſſing wherein 
all the nations of the world are concerned, and yet 
whoſe fruits do as entirely rcdound to every good 
man, as if it had been deſigned for him alone; 2 
mercy that doth at once aſtoniſh and rejoice the an- 
gels, whe in compriſes of os are unconcerned in it. 
theſe mountains do leap for joy, becauſe the vi- 
las were filled with a fruitful ſhower : for when 
thoſe plorious ſpirits did behold God ſtooping to 
the condition of a man, and man raifed above the 
lowlineſs of his (tate, and the happineſs of all the 
angels, they were tra nſported with admiration of 
the myſtery, and joy for the felicity of their fellow- 
ereatures ; and did with the greateſt chearfulneſs 
perform the embaſſies they were ſent upon in this 
great affair. For having before advertiſed the bleſ- 
ſed virgin of her miraculous conception, leſt her mo- 
&\ty ſhontd have been offended at fo ſtrange an acet- 
dent, and having removed the ſuſpicion of her be- 
trothed huſband, they rejoice to bring the firſt news 
of that infinite mercy which we remember this day. 
For as certain fheperds were feeding their flocks 
by night, an angel of the Lord appeared unto them, 
and the glory of the Lord ſhane round about them ; 
and when this glorious appearance had confounded 
their ſenſes, and almoſt ſcattered their underſtanding; 
the angel ſaid unto them, Fear not: for behold, I 
bring unto yeu tidings of great joy, which ſhall be 
units 
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unto all people. For unte you is born this day f 
the city of David, a Saviour, which ts Chriſt th 
Lord. And ſuddenly there was with the angel « 
multitude of the heavenly haſt, the whole choir & 
glorious ſpirits, who ail joined in this heavenly an 
them, Glory to Cod on high, on earth peace, an 
good will towards men, And may not that help th 
heighten and advance our joy and our thank fulneſs 
Can we be inſcaſible of our happineſs when angels d 
ſo heartily congratulate it? ' a nanvity which w 
celebrate, and any birth doth moch rejoice pero 
incerethed : 4 woman forgers her pangs when a mis 
bild is born into the worid. 
But, that our joy and thankfuineſs may be the 
moi excited, we hall, firſt, conlider the exceilen 
ey of the perſon who was born; ſecondly, the deſig 
of his birth; and, thirdly, glance a little at the 
circumſtances of it, 
Firſt, then, he was no common and ordinary per 
fon whoſe birth occaſions our joy. If we ſhall bit 
fix our eyes on his human nature, and conſider thok 
exccliencies that were obvious to th. eyes of tht 
world, we ſhall yet acknowledge, that never ſuch 
perloa appeared on the face of the earth, It is i 
whole nativity was promiſed immediately after itt 
fall, and ſo cxactly pointed at by the Prophets mv 
ny hundred years before it happened, that the Jeu 
could tell the place, and the very Heatheas had ſoar 
knowledge of the time : for the world was big wil 
expectation, that the prophecies ſhould then be ful 
filled which foretold the birth of a great perſon. Laſt 
ly, It is he whoſe very infancy not only (tartled 
King, and made him fear his throne, but * 
afftighted the powers of darkneſs, and fitencal 
the Heathen orecies, Milk gun Hebron, Py 
whoſe childhood puzzicd the knowledge of the # 
ged, 
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xd, and confounded the doctors of the lau: who 
ruled the courſe of nature, and made the ſirong winds: 
obey him, and could walk on the biilows of the ſcas 
1 on a pavement 1; who fed multitudes by his word, 

and heated all manner of diſcaſes without a medicine ; 
who could command them to leap that were cripple 
and make them to ſee the heavens and the day who 
had been born blind; and who could caſt devils out 
of their poſſeſſions, and reilore the frantick to their 
vis; who could break the gates of death, and o- 
pen the doors of the grave, and call back the ſpi- 
tits to the buried carcaſes. 

It is he who, by the miniſtry of ewelew ſiſher · 
men, made his religion, though contrary to the 
corrupt affectionꝭ and carnal intereſts of men, quick- 
ly ſubdue the known world, and ſubmit to a crucified 
King, The doctrine which he taught, maſtercd 
the underſtanding of the moſt learned philoſophers, 
conquered the {pirits of the moſt valiant commanders, 
ad outwineed the cunning of the ſubtleſt polnicrans 2 
it cancelled the ceremonies of the Jew, contounded 
the wiſdom of the Greek, and inſtructed the rude- 
zeſs of the Barbarian ; and remains (till in the world 
a conſtant evidence of the author's wiſdom and 
power. And what ſhall we ſpeak of the goodneſs 
and moral endowments of that human nature, wt ich 
were as miraculous as his power! Nay all his mi- 
racles were inſtances of the one as well as of the other. 
Should we ſpeak of his ardent piety and devotion, 
bis love to God, and his zeal for bis hononr, his 


* amiable meekneſs and humility his univerſal chari- 
ty and compathon even toward his biater enemies, 


bis vencrable purity and tempetance, the noble con- 
tempr of the world, all thoſe other virtues which 
Whincd to emineatly in his whole converſation ; a ſer- 

mon weic too little for every particular, © But this. 
Is 
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is not all: He was not only far above other mes, 
but infinitely above the angels; being perſonally u. 
nited to the divine nature. He was God as well ax 
man, And, by communication of properties, it may 
be ſaid, that he whom we now behold in a cradle, 
hath his throne in the heaven, and filleth all things 
by his imenſity; that he who was wrapt in ſwaddiing 
cloaths, is now clothed in infinite glory; and he whom 
we find in a (table among beatts, is the ſame with 
him encircled with millions of angels In a word, 
that great perſon whoſe nativity we celebrate, is di- 
vinely embodied, God made fle/h. This union of 
the divine and human nature, is a myſtery great e- 
nough to confound our urderſtanding, but not to 
trouble or ſhake our faith, who know many things, to 
be, which we cannot know how they are, and are 
not able to give any account of the union betwixt the 
foul and the body, or of the parts of nature among 
themſelves, which yet we never call in queſtion. 
And thus much of the dignity of Chrilt's perſon, 
which is the ſirſt ground of our joy; we proceed to 
the ſecond, the deſign of his birth. He was lord of 
the world; but came not into it to exercife domini- 
on, nor as the Fews expected, to procure their tem- 
poral redemption, and reſtore the kingdom to //rael, 
He came not for @ mean 2 puypefe as the few 
expected, to procure their temporal redemption, to 
make his followers rich and honourable, fo rtunate 
or conſpicuous in the world ; nay, both by precept 
and example, he taught them to contemn and deſpiſe 
all ſuch empty trifles : but he came to deliver his 
people from everlaſting deſtructioa, and from tie 
captivity of fin, and teach them how by a holy 
life they might obtain an endleſs happineſs. He came 
not indeed to purchaſe us a liberty to ſin, withott 


hagzazd and then to cover all our iniquities with his 
righteouſnels; 
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righteouſneſs ; to let us live as we liſt, and aſſure us 
of pardon, Nay, it had neither been conſiſtent with 
his love to God, to have procured pardon for obſti, 
nate and incorrigible rebels; nor fo great a benefit 
to us, to have obtained remiſhon without ſanctificati- 
on. Had we been delivered from a otner punith- 
ment, fin i«Felf would have hade es miſerable. But 
Chriſt came into the world to /ave his people from 
their fins*, as well as from the diſmal conſequences 
of them; and to procure for us, that, being deliwer- 
ed out of the hands of our enemies, we might ſerve 
tin without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before 
tint, In a word, Chriſt came into the world to 
advance the glory of God, and the happineſs of the 
earth, by reltoring us to the favour of our maker, 
and a conformity to him. And certainly, it we 
have any ſenſę of the evil of fin or the miſery of hell, 
of the beauty of holineſs or the glary of heaven. it 
muſt needs be a matter of. great joy, to celebrate the 
birth of him who doth deliver us from the one, and 
vive us aſſurance of the other, | 
It remaineth yet, that we ſpeak of the circum- 
ſances of the nativity which we celebrate; and ma- 
dy things preſent themſelves full of comfort and in- 
truction. We ſhall only obſerve our Saviour's com- 
Ing into the world after that manner which did beſt 
ſuit with his deſign indeed when à man ſhould 
lear of the Son of God's coming down from heaven, 
and making a progreſs into the lower world, he would 
be apt to think that his appearance would be with 
the preate(t ſplendor and magniſicence, and that the 
gory of heaven ſhould continually attend and ſignal- 
e his perſon ; at lea, that all the princes ia the 
wild thoujd be-ſammaned de attend ins reception, 
and that the heavens ſhould bow at his preſence, 
| and 


Matth. i. 21. 1 Luke i. 74. 78. 
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and the earth tremble at the approach of his majeſij, 
and that all the clouds ſhgald clap together in an 
univerſal thunder, to welcome his appearance. But, 
inſtead of all this pomp and grandeur, he flips inte 
the world (as they ſay) incogn#d, is born in a village, 
diſcovered by ſome poor ſhepherds, and found by 
them in a (table, and ſuch an homely cradle as that 
afforded, only attended by his poor mother; wha, 
tho' of Royal blood, bad nothing but goodneſs 1 
make her eminent. And his education was anſwers 
able to bis obſcure birth, and his whole life a _ 
of humility and ſelf denial. Now, certainly, t 
far beſt agrees with the deſign of his appearance, who 
came not on fo mean an errand as to dazzle the eyes 
of mankind with the appearance of his glory, not 
to amaze them with the terribleneſs of his majelly, 
much leſs to make a ſhew af the riches and gallantry 
of the world among(t them; but to Bring life a 
immortality to light, and lead men to eternal hapy 
— In order to which, it was neceſſary, that, 
y his example, as well as doctrine, he ſhould di 
parage the vanities of the world, and bring the 
out of that credit and eſteem they had gotten among 
fooliſh men. 

I ſhall proceed no further on this ſubject. I hope 
it doth appear, that we have great reaſon to rejoice 
in the exaltation of the human nature, and the gteꝶ 
ſal vation purchaſed to us by the incarnation of the 
Son of God. I ſhall add, that even this joy admits 
of holy fear ; even on this occaſion we muſt rejoice 
with trembling. Salvation is come into the world ; 
but wo to them that neglect it! The goſpel is preach: 
ed; but there is great danger in lighting it Let 
us therefore fear, leſt a promiſe being left us 
entering into his reſt. any of us ſheuld come hart of 
it*, Little cauſe have obſtinate ſinnets to rejoice on 

® Heb. iv. x. the 
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this feſtival, The time is coming that they ſhall 
win that either Chriſt had never come into the 
world, or they had never heard of him: Behold, 
this child is ſet for the riſe and fall of many f An 
they that ate net the better, ſhall be the wo 
for his coming. One way I muſt name, that many 
men this child for their own fall, when th 
make this ſolemn anniyerſary an opportunity of f 
0 and Richey); as if it were indeed a drunke? 


acchas, and bot a holy Feſus, whom they worſhips 
d. What tg, decal God became man, muſſ 
e therefore become beaſts? or think we to hong 
r that child with whflolureneſs, who came to the 
world on delign of holineſs ? This it is, no doubt, 
at gives many men a prejudice againſt the feſtival 
vlelf, and perhaps is heir nol ſpecious argument 
e know an anſwer; but you may, and ought t 
ord another, by removing any ground of ſuch 
etence. Indeed a forenoon's ſermon will nev 
mpenſate an afternoon's debauch'z nor will — 
rvice in the church juſtify your Ne es at 
ie. But as hereby at leaſt ſome time is redeeme 
hom the too frequent courſes of he dA I wi 
. time we ſpend here, may have ſome \influen 
wards the right improvement of the reſt; that our 
behaviour on the ſolemnity may be ſuch as ſuits with 
infinite holineſs of that perſon whom we profeſs 
6 honour, that we may ferve. the Lond with [ear 
4 rie with ! rambling, 
1 
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On the paſſion of our Saviour. 


LAM, i. 12. 


Lit nothing to you, all ye that paſs by ? behold ani 
- fee, if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow," 


E are to-morrow, God willing, to be employ- 
ed in one of the higheſt and moit ſolema of. . 
fices of our religion to commemorate the death and 
ſufferings of the bleſſed Jeſus, and to receive the 
ſacred pledge of his dying: and how much may the WW? 
everlaſting intereſts of our ſouls depend upon the right 
performing of this work ! 

It is not time now to diſcourſe of the nature and W® 
ends of the ſacrament we are about to celebrate; MI” 
we are to ſuppoſe you already inſtructed in theſe : 
we ſhall rather fix our thoughts on thoſe things which 
may have a more immediate influence to diſpoſe 

us for ſo near aud ſolemn an addreſs unto God, and WE 
to aſſiſt and direct us in it. And I know nothing MW"! 
more proper for this purpoſe, than the ſerious con- 
ſideration of thoſe ſufferings of our Saviour, which * 
*are to be ſymbolically repreſented unto us in that 
holy ordinance. | 
This paſſionate complaint of the Prophet Jere- (MW 
-niah, which we have read, though in its firſt and 
literal ſenſe it may refer to the ſad condition of the 
Jeauiſhh nation and the holy city under the Babylo- 
niſh captivity, (s ngany prophecies cangerning the 
Meſfeh had « lterel completion in thafe who were (i 
tvs types ) ; yet certainly in its higheſt and fulleſt 
ſenſe it is only applicable to our bleſſed Saviour: of 1 


kim alone it could be ſaid, in ſtrictnels and propri- G 
ciy 
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ety of ſpeech, that there was never ſorrow like his 
[rr o Ws : 

let us then conſider the words as our Saviour's 
complaint of the dulineſs and ſtupidity of men, who 
zo up and down in the world, who come and pals, 
without regarding his ſufferings, which were fo gate+ 
wos, Whercin themſelves are ſo nearly concerned, 
and from thence I would conſider theſe three things, 

1. The greatneſs of onr Saviour's ſufferings, ex- 
preſſed in theſe words, See if there be any ſorrow 
like unto my ſorrow. 

2, Our intereſt and concernment in them, inſinu- 
ated in that paſſionate interrogation, Lit nothing ts 
Nu? | 

3. That his ſufferings ought not to be paſſed by» 
but ſeriouſly regarded and conſidered ; I is nothing 
n you, all ye that paſs ly? &c. 

I. Let us reflect on our Saviour's ſufferings, But 
0 where ſhall we begin to recount them ! His whole 
life, from the manger, dis uneaſy cradke, unto his 
croſs and grave, was a continued tract of ſufferings. 
He did all along anſwer that character given of him 
by the prophet, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
with prief, 

To ſay nothing of the meanneſs of his birth, and 
lie pains of eircumeiſion, the perſecutions of his in- 
fancy, his poverty and want, his travel and weari- 
tels, his faſting and watching, his ſweat and his 
tears, and all the other infirmities incident to our 
haman nature, and inconveiencies attending a poor 
ad (traitened eſtate; he could not but lead a very 
ld and afflicted: life, conſidering chat he lived ina _ 
perverſe and wicked generation, and the continyal.,. 
trouble of being witneſs to the follies and miſcarriages 
of wicked men; to hear and ſee diſhonour done unto 
Cod, by the profaneneſs of ſome, and hypocriſy of 

12 others, 
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others; to obſerve the covetouſneſs and injuſtice 
the fraud and opreſſion, the malice and envy, and all 
the abominable luſts that abounded in the world in his 
days, We are commonly little concerned in the ins 
tereſis of religion; and therefore do apprehend but 
little trouble in theſe, But, if the foul of righteous 
Lot was grieved with the iniquitics of the place where 
he lived, and if David is put to cry out, e is me 
that 1 ſejurn in Meſech, that I dwell in the tent 
of Kedar* ; how deeply do we think the bleſſed 
foul of the holy 7eſus mult needs have been pievced, 
by every blafphemous word that he heard, by every 
wicked action he beheld ! Doubtlels it was no ſmall 
ſorrow that made him cry out, © faithleſs and per. 
verſe generation, how long ſhall I be with you ? hm 
lang ſhall I ſuffer you ? was he a lietle mo 
his zen! did carry him to that ſeverity, whic 

f we did not conſider the huſe, would ſeem very 
nag to the wonted meeknefs of his ſpirit, in whips 
ping the traders, out of the tümple. Add hereunth 
his tender compaſſion toward ; which eppld na 
bat mache lum cxcegding ſorry, to ſee them fruſtrate 
the method of his mercy, and ruin themſelves by 
their enmity againſt him; to hear them reproach 
the holy doctrine which he taught, and undervalue 
the miracles which he performed, or elſe condemn 
them as the unlawſul effects of magical ſkill ; that 
though /e came unto his own, yet his own received 
him not | ; though he ſpake as never man fpake, 
and did ſuch works as would have converted Tyr: 
and Sidon, yet did they baffje heir awy 14afon; a0 
perſiſt in their infidelity, becauſe, ſorſooth, they 
knew the place and manner of his education; #4 
though his being reputed the carpenter's ſon, had been 
a ſufficient anſwer to all that he could ſay or do. 

Tius 
* Pal. cxx. 3. + Matth. xvii. 17. John 1, 11. 
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This was the occaſion of his tears over that wretched 
and ongratgful city: O Ferefalem, Jeruſalem, 
thou that killeft the prophets, and ft. neft them that 
are ſent unto thee hi en would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen pathereth ber 
dbickehs under her wir 05, and ge would net *! If 
thru hadſt known, even thou, at teſt in this thy day, 
the things which bl, ug unto thy peace! but nw 
' they are hid from thine eves F. 

We haye me dme to reflect on all the fad 
vivieh Oer in the hies of our Saviaorh hte; let 
e: fix vur eyes a litile on {ome of the laſt ſcenes, and 
| WH we fhatl God them the blackeft that ever were ated 
„on the human nature. At the approach of death, it 
s ſaid, oe began to be ſarrmulul, a if he had power 
| — Nil ben. lis forn.cr „ Hittions were 

e ſcatte ted drops of rain; but, in this great deluge, 
1 te fou-tains beneath, and all the windows of 
heaven were opened; the wrath of Ged againft a 
kniul world, the malice and cruelty of men, the 
Fape and fury Gi dęvils, break out together againſt 
him. if we take the meaſure of ins ſuifcrings by 
the 2 e e which he bad of them before, oz 
mall find, that, when he is talking with bis diſciples 
out them, and encourecing himfelf and his ſollow- 
ers with the affurance of the reward fer before them 
yet he doth ror difſembie the (ear ard trouble where- 
with he was ſeized s Nu i my [cul triubled; and 
«Pat /rall | jay ? Fatker r fave me from this hour , 
Ke. Ceitainly. if there had been no more in his 
loſſet ia gs tian what is commonly incident io human 
nature, a3 to enclure pain or ccah, he who had a 
pct ect innocency. tht irecſt and n-@ft inte rehgna- 
non, the ſulleſt anurance of the icward to come, 
| wouly never have been fo gun aliighted with 
| 13 He 


E Matth. xxili. 37 + Luce xix. 42. f John ii. 27. 
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the apprehenſion of them. The view of that {ﬆ 
nights tranſaction, wherein he was delivercd ins 
the hands of ſinners, preſents us with a ſtrange ad 
amazing ſpeQacle. Look into the garden, and de. 
hold the Son of God proſtrate wic hes fave upon the 
ground, in the ſaddeit diſcompoſure of ſpirit that 
could poſſioly conſiſt with his perfect innocency He 
was ſorrowful and very heavy, and tells his diſciples, 
My ſoul it exceeding ſarrowful; even unte Ut 
„ ems, had be remamed long in tis condihter, 
Ins n grief - weld hevs Rated an. Here it wi 
that he ſuffered that which the Evangelit callen 
an agony ; but what the nature and meaſures of i 
were, he alone can tell who did feel it. It is nt 
poſſible for us to comprehend the mixture of. that 
bitter cup; yet we may gucſs ſome ingredients of it 
And, firſt, without queſtion, he had a clearer fore- 
fight of that painful and curſed death which he wa 
fo ſhortly after to undergo. The king of terrors did 
repreſent himſcif io him in bis gzerer pomp, clotl:- 
ed with all the cireumſtances of horror, And eve 
this could not but be wewy dreadful,” perhaps mote 
to him than it would have been to ſome other perſch, 
There is a ſort of natural ſtoutneſs and courage de. 
pending much on the temper and conſtitution of the 
body, and which doth commonly accoarpany the 
rougheſt and moſt ſtubborn natures 3 when thoſe d 
a more {meet ad benign diſpoſition, are many times 
obnoxious to deeper impreſſions of fear. And tt 
will not derogate from the honour of our bleſſed 
Saviour, though we ſhould ſuppoſe; that, among 
other infirmities, he might be much liable to thi 
natural and innocent paſſion. The true greatnels 
of the ſoul, doth not conſiſt in the vigour of the 
natural ſpirits, nor the ſturdy boldneſs of an undaunt- 
ed humour; but in a holy ſtedfallneſs and reſoluii- 
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on to undergo thoſe things which are dreadful to 
nature, 

But certainly the fear of death was neither the 
only, nor the greateſt thing that troubled our Savi- 
our's ſpixit at that time. He had another ſad and 
more dreadful proſpect, the heinous and innumerable 
fins of mankind, whole nature he had taken, and 
whole iniquities he was to bear. de ſaw the whole 
world lying in wiekednots, and ready to drop into 
were anges 4 he ſaw the anger of Cod kindled. 
and his hand lizted up; and he knew. that the 
lde wool light ugon eric, and that the chaftiſe- 
ment of our peace was to be upon him. 

and, doubtleis, it added not a lutle unto his 
prief, that he knew all that he had done, and all 
that he was about to ſuffer, would be flighted and 
delpiled by the greate(t part of mankind. It grieved 
bim to think, that many thonſaads, whe were to 
be called by his name, would prove ſo bale and 
umbanktul, as to rcject his love, and” batfle his 
Non, and het a by worn of His ang woumnds; 
et o wonhi ppater a ep. another hs Cops, 
& dend dus god and mwurgy, the mercies of a gra- 
cious God, and the unipeakable kindnels of a dying 
Saviour 

Brian, In this agony, our Saviour did ſtruggle 
with the violent paſhon of fear and prict ; en 
packed bs jomes, and etched his Haas, til), in 
that cold night, ad is the open r, a ſweat, and 
that of blood, did 1uc forth, and- meien bes ger- 
wems, and anmblod down unto the ground. Now 
he came from Hegra with his garments dyed red: 
he had troden the wine preſs atone, and of the peo- 
ple there was nome with hy, And now behold aud 
ke, / there was any ſorrow like unto bis fort ow, 
14 But 
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nut gow le awaketh his drowſy diſciples, and calk 
them to rife and be going; for behold he is at hand 
that betrays him. And ſcarce had he . ſpoke the 
word, when behold the traitor, and with him a great 
multitude from the chief prieſts, and elders of the 
people. They come out as againſt a thizf with 
{words and ſtaves, for to take him. — 
of iograitude gives, them the freovl g and, with 
orrid impudence, dates approach his infamous and 
acrilegious lips to that Macred and venerable. fans; 
hich we may reckon as the firſt wound he receiv 
rom his enemies, O what M indignity, to be ki 


fuperable meckneſs of our bleſſed Saviour, who ſul 
fers the ind:gnity, and checks it with no haith 
terms than mu. Friend, whereſore art thou 5 
Judas, betrayeſi theu the jon of man with a kiſs 

Then he turne th unto the armed bands, and ſaid ut 
to them, Whom ſeel ye ? They anſwered him, Jej 
of Nazareth. TFejus ſaith unto them, I am 

he mccknels of this anſwer altoni{hed the ſoldiers 
and the power that accompanied it, wade, them 
back and fall ro the ground, wi gre thyy 
ali ing het & The wiekeds @tcrprize they 
lently about to Jo did juilly deſerve it; and ho 
aly was it tor him to have done it? But his good 
Fi reilrained him; he,meuned them no harm, by 


tended this fall to help them to riſe 3 that the coi 
deration of it, aad the oth 
ity, might one day bring the 


evidences of his divi 
to a ſenſe of the! 


a8 
nag but oaly-in the cure of an vs Whom 
ort N tad But this doth 
not abate their malice. They lay hold on him, and 
drag him away, in a great hurry and uproar, through 
nat 


1 trenting him with all the indigaities, all the initances 
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that city where he had done fo much good, and into 
which he had been lately receired with joy and 
triumph, and loud acclamations: Bl-jed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. They carry him 
from Annas to Caiaphas, from Caiaphas to Pilate, 
from Pilate to Herod, from Herod to Pilate again; 


fof ſcorn and cbntempt that their m hee cduld Togge 
onto them. , thy" our cxireme impatience 
1 "Y affronts, do much proceed from t 
nde and haughtigels of our ſpirits ; yet is there IF 

em a contrariety &yen to the innocent conſtitutiol 
I the human nature, Shame and diſgrace ar 


onble ſome to all Dr ſpirits; fo that, th 
5 could not raiſe an nmodetate paſſton in 6 

eſſed Saviour, yet his bleſſed ſpitit had a great aby 
horrence and deteſtation of that bafe and unworrh 


age ; which was inſiaitely heightened By the wort 
d excellency of, the perſon who Tyfered it Wh; 
yal heart can read or hear of th>,indignities don 
the rude ſoldiers to our late fovetgign. but wir 
gret and abhorrence ! But, alas ! M are they 
compared with theſe th u ere put u he al 
heavenc-whedt they ſcoffed and reproached him, 
ſi they ſmore him on the check, and bound 


ofe hands which hag cared fo many diſeaſes,” and 
leſiſei that facred face with fpittle, which fain's and 
lagels delight to behold ? all which he ſuſfered 
vith that meckneſs which the prophet had fotetold: 

gave his back to the ſiuitters. and his cheeks o 
hy that plucked of the hair : he did not hide hit 
we from ſhame and ſpittinz*®. They would 
Fs be ingenious in their ſcoffings, and mock him 
Wall his offices. He was a prophet, and they de- 
lue him to propheſy Who it was that did ſmite him: 

15 he 

11. . 6. | . | 
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he was a.Prieſt, and they bid him ſave kimſelf as he 
did others: he was a King, and they crown hin 
with thorns, and array him with ſcarlet, and put x 
reed in his hand, and, in ſcorn, ſalute him, XI 
the Fewer, ume this the viplence dove dn 
| Ly when he was ſtript naked in the 
altitude. It is reported of {9 
Yirgia martyrs, that God, pitying their grief a 
rouble to have their Wakedneſs diſcovered, whe 
Mey were to be (trip: oFgheir cloaths, did cor 
1em with a vail of light, and fend them to a mode 
nd deſired death. But the holy<e/us, who refuſe 
ſhame, endured alſo this of na „ thi ; 
ſy be ehe with hes 12 : 
| But though it pleaſed their malice to have him ex. 
poled to all indigaities imaginable ; yet nothing would BY 
ſatisfy it but his torment and his death, He bad ; 
already had trial of cruel mockings, and now he mult 
have ſcourgings too : they whip him with violent and | 
unrelenting hands, teariyg bus tonder floh, and nay . 
| 


bicw of the rude 


avg long forraws mi. And, now, behold the man! 
behold him in that ſad miſerable plight wherein Pj 
late brought him forth, thinking to have appeaſe 
the malice of the Jews / his head pierced with brien, 
ws face blue with rakes, bis hands bound, that h 
oed not fo 3s wipe aff the blood which tigh 
led Gown has ages, his whole body diſcoloured will 
the marks of the ſcourge ! From the top of his head, 
to the ſole af his foot there was no ſoundneſs 
him. Mas there ever any ſorrow like unto bis ſr 
row ? | 

There remaineth yet another ſcene, à very i@ 
and difrml one. When nothing could prevail wit 
the Jeu, Pilate yieldeth, and delivereth our Sa 
our to their hands, They carry him away, ſo fait 
and weak with what he had already endured, 4 
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ke could not bear the weight of his croſs, but ano- 
ther mult carry it for him. But now they nail him 
unto it, hang him up berwixt two thieves, as the 
molt notorious offender of the three. It cannot be 
expreſſed how painful this kind of death was. The 


"try tetching forth of the arms without any weight, 
1 bo hardly be endured any conſiderable time: bur, 


when the weight of the body did hang upon them. 
and thereby tear the wounds that were made in the 
Fhands ; when this torment was continued, till pain 
| tone had overcome the power of nature, and forced 
| the foul to diſlodge” without any hurt to the vital 
| parts, ſcarce any could be invented more dreadful 
and cruel; tb lay nothing of the ſhame that attended 
it, being only defined for the meanett ot thives, and 
the greateſt offenders, thoſe wh, n the lowneſs of 
their condition, or the greatnets of their crimes, 
made unworthy of any reſpe&t. In this fad and 
painful poſture did our Saviour hang, without any 
thing to comfort'him. The holy angels, who were 
Atcultomed to ſerve Him opon other occations, do 
pow diſappear, not one of them to firenpthery or re - 
lere him As for men, milerable comforters are 
they all: the ſoldiers ſcoff him; tholę that paſs by 
exult over him; a companion of his ſufferings adds 


"uhto them by his reproaches : his-diſciples had fo#fe- 


Ven him, one ol them had betrayed: him. another 
forſworn him, a third run away from him naked, 
that he might not be apprehended with him. In- 
deed ſome devout women followed him out of the 
city ; but their compaſſion did ſo little eaſe his grief, 
that he defired them to relerve their tears for the 


ealamities that were to befal themſelves : Dauohter; 


of Feruſalem, weep not for me, but "ves Yer Gp x. 
ſelves, and for your chilarens. He beheld the two 


I 6 perſons 


* Luke xxiii. 28. 
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perſons that were the deareſt ro him in the world 
his mother, and his friend, fitting under the croſs; 
but all that they could do, was but to lament and 
mourn; and this but redoubled his ſorrow. Hi 
bleile! Lakin was bathed in tears ; and felt the 

fects of old Siznevs:'s prophecy, that a /wird houl 
pierce through her foul And the beloved diſciple, 
who was wont to, ha in his boſom, lay {till very near 
his heart; and it was a real ſuffering unto him, to 
ſce the anguith and forrow whercinto his fuſſerings 
bad caſt them. Whither then could he look tor 
comtort, but unto heaven? To whom could lic tee, 
but to the arms of his Father? But O what fangs, 
what aſtoniſhing words do we hear! My Cad, ny 
God, why haſt thou forſaken ms Wonder, 0 
earth! be altoniſhed, O ye heavens! At this mes 
and angels admite and land amazed ! goodneſs and 
innocence itlcit forſaken by the author and fountain 
of goodneſs, the Son of God deſerted by his heaven- 
ly Vather ! Certainly the ſoul of our bi:{[c4 Saviour 
was ſtill united to the divine nature, and was ſtill as 
d-+r unto his rather as before; only the joyful fente ee 
of the divine love was ſuſpended, for a white, te Ml in 


{+culties ot the foul were diſcompoled, and a vai!, 28 Je 
it were, drawn before the eyes of his mind, which 6: 
intercepied the hight of his Father's counenance; WM /; 
and that he feit not thoſe refreſhing emanations, Ml » 
which in the courſe of his life, the Deity conveyed 

unto him. And, in that fad moment, his mind tt 
tens to have buen fo intent upon his ſufferings, that „ 
he was diverted from the actual conſideration of that a 
glory which he purchaſed by them. Now, to be e. 
thus ſuſpended qrom the per ſect vilion of God, to bs a 
rc, 36 = woe fra lnaveif, and to loſe the 1 
ſenſe of thoſe inward comforts which were wont to n 


ſullain him in all his adveritties, how cutting mult it 
eo 


nceds be to his ſoul, fo pure and holy, and m 
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had fo high a value for the divine love? Conſider 
then, and ſee, if ever there was any ſorrow like 
unto this ſorrow. 
Now it is finiſhed, the ſharp conflict is at a cloſe ; 
cny more, and the bleſſed Jeſus bewwed dewn his 
head, and yielded up the ghaſt No wonders then if 
the powers of keaven and carth be moved. . The 
exrth trembleth and ſhaketh, the rocks rent, the 
graves are opened, the vail of the temple was rent 
two., the fun himſelf ſhrunk in his beams, and 
dacknels covered the face of the earth; which a 
man of Greg is fard to au, obſerved 
thattime, and from thence to have concluded, T 
= the God ot nature, ſuſſered violence, or t 


e frame of the world * about to diſſolve: 4 
De, nature pativur, ant aa mundi ſolui 
Thus we have given you ſome rude imperfect hints 


of his preat and unſpeakable ſufferings. But, O how 
little of them do we underſtand to very good purpoſe! 
It was for this reaſon the ancient fathers of the 
Greek church in their liturgy, after they have re- 
counted all the particlar pains as they are ſet dowa 
in his paſſion, and by all and every one of them cal- 
led for mercy, do after all ſhut up with this ſuppli- 
cation : By thine unknown ſorrows and ſufferings, 
felt by thee, but nat diltinitly knzwn by us, have 
mercy upon us, and ſave us. 

il. We proceed, in the next place, to conſider 
the interelt that we have in the ſuffcring of our Sa- 
viour: I. it nathing to you ? Have you no intereſt 
nor concernment at all in them! Much, certainly, 
every way,, We were the occaſion of his ſufferings, 
ant the benefits of them rec ound unto us, When 
we {ee a perſon undergo any ſad and grievous puniſſi- 
Ment, we cannot chuſe but inquire into the grounds 


and 


5 Pet. I. . 
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and occaſion of their ſufferings ; and the rather} 
they have the reputation bf innocence and integriy, 
And here not only the moſt innocent, but the mal 
excellent perſon that ever was in the world, under: 
goes thoſe dreadful ſufferings which we mentioned 
before; who never had done any (in at all, neither 4 
was guile found in hir mouth * , ſo that the judoe 
who condemaed him, behoved firſt to condemn 
himſelf by a folema acknowledgment of his inno- 
cence, He had gone up and down all his days do- 
ing good unto men, and ſcattering bleſſings where , 
he came; healing the ſick, reſtoring fight to the ; 
blind, and making the lame to walk, the dumb w, 
fpeak, and the deaf to hear; feeding the hunory, , 
and inſtructing all that would vouchafe io hear him, f 
f 
6 
a 
{ 
| 
| 


For which of all th:ſe good works is be puniſted? 
Death is the wages of fin; how comes he to die that 
knew no fin? The Prophet //aiah gives us the an 
ſwer: Surely he hath born our priefs, and carris 
ed our © ſorrows ; yet aue did efteern him ſtricken, 
ſmitten of God, and aflicted. But he was wounted 
for our tranſgreſiant, he was bruiſed for our iniqus 
ties : the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, 
and by his ſtripes we are healed All aue like ſhe 
have gone aſtray : ww? have turned every one ſe bit 
own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the ini. 
quity of us all *, [Mefiah var cut . but not fir 
himſelf +. He bare cur fins in his own body on tht 
tree 4, and gave bis life a ranſon for many Tit 
race of mankind, by their apoltaſy from God, were 
become liable to his wrath, and all the dreadful effc%s 
of his vengeance : the eternal fon of God, the Writ 
dom of the Father, whoſe delights were always with 
the ſons of men, reſolveth to make up the breach, 


- 


. H. Nid. . . 6. } r Pet. ii. 24. 
+ Dan. ix. 26. Matth. xx. 28. 


nity, 


hep 
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and reſtore us apain unto his Father's love : but firſt 
he m uſt repair the honour of God. and ſecure the au- 
thority of the divine law; which could not be done, 
but by ſome ſignal evidence of God's diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt ſin, and ſome valuable compenſation of the pu- 
niſhment*wHIch had been denounced againſt it: and 
therefore himſelf was pleaſed to take our nature up- 
on him, appear in the ſimilitude of finful fleſh, 
to lead a miſerable and afflicted life in the world, 
and at laſt to offer it up as a propitiation for us; that 
mercy and truth might meet together, and righteouſ- 
neſs and peace might kiſs each others: and that God 
might at once be juſt, and alſo the juſtifier of bim 
that believeth in Jeſus F. Thus then the bleſſed 
Jeſus endured all theſe dreadful ſufferings for us and 
for our ſins. In vain do we exclaim againſt the 
treaſon of Judas, the malice of the Jews, the in- 
Jultice of Pilate ; we have ourſelves and our ini- 
quities to blame: our covetouſneſs and ambition ex- 
poſed him to poverty and contempt, our exceſs and 
temperance made him hunger and thirſt, our levity 
and fooliſh mirth were the occaſion of the anguiſh and 
bitterneſs of his ſoul, our ſenſual and ſinful pleaſures 
were the occaſion of all the pains and tortures which 
he endured. And is it nothing unto us ? ſhall we 
think ourſelves unconcerned in theſe fad effects, 
whereof we are the unhappy cauſe ? 

Again, We are concerned in our Saviour's ſuffer- 
ings, as the benefits of them redound unto us. By 
bis firipes we are healed. We have redemption through 
bir blood, even the forgiveneſs of our fins f. God 
vas in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, not 
imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. We have ac- 
ceſs unto the throne of God, and bo/dneſi to enter 
into the holieft by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and 

livin 
*Pſal. lzxxv. to, + Rom. iii. 36. Col. i. 14. Y 
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living way which he hath conſecrated for ut, thr) 
the vail, that is te fay, his OT this is og 
all: God hath nit ſet him forth as a propitiatin, 
through faith in his bBad, for the remiſſion of fin 
that are pati; but doth alſo, for his fake, beſloy 
on vs that grace, whereby we may be enabled to 
ſerve him in holineſs and rightcouſneſs all the day 
of our lives. an a2re/ty, or act of oblivion for pal 
offences, would never have ſerved the tra; w 


countable 
® Heb, X. 19. 20. 1 Rem. iii 15 1Heb. XR. 10. 


firgo/y | here ren ourtelzgs upgn anather Bi 
ſearc : nay, fia itſelf had been enough to make u 
miſerable, though no other puniſhment had been in- 4 
flicted upon us: and therefore he does not oaly cr. 
ver out ſins, But cures them; he forgives all our igi- 
quities, and healeth all our diſeaſes :* as we are juf- * 
tified by his ſufferings, ſo we are /andjied* too 7 
through the offering of the bod of Feſus Cöriſt an ,, 
for all. In a word, By the merits of our Saviour we FF 
are both reconciled unto God, and made partakers 
of the divine nature; we arc both delivered from e+ 4 
verlaſting darkneſs, and made meet for the inner» fl + 
tance of the ſaints in light. And now is it nothing WI 
to us? Can we think ourſelves unconcerned in theie > 
ſufferings, from which we reap ſo great ſo unipeakavie WY 
advantages ? \ 
Iii Having ſpoken of the greatneſs of our Sari- ö 
our's ſuffe rings. and the intere{t which we have in 
them, we ghink we ſhoold need to ſay little of the . 
third par: cular which we propoſed : ye cot bit Bl | 
be convinced, tht we oupht to red and conlidee i 
them. Were it nothing to us, the very [trangencls _ 
of the thing would deſerve notice The holy ar" Ml 
gels deſire to pry into this myitery ; they will con ) 
template and admire it to all eternity. And farely 
we are far more nearly concerned, What an unac- | 
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countable daſneꝶ asd negligence is it then, for men 
to go up and down the world amuſing themſelves 
with every trifle, wearing and teihing of news about 
matters of the ſmalleſt importance, and never to con- 
ſder the ſtupenduous ſufferings of their dying Saviour! 
They walk to and fro, they come and paſs, and 
ſcarce vouchſaie to look upon him: or. if they chance 
to calt ther eyes that way, it is a very ſhort and 
drerſy view } they preſently turn them away. And 
fis occaſions the complaint of the text. I it nothing 
to you, all ye that paſs by ? But ſure I am we can 
no where behold an object ſo worthy of our molt 
ſerioas and ſolemn regards. Phe whole world does 
det ard ſo uſefyl and edifying u proſpect. Here it 
s that we may beſt learn the herru and heinous na- 
ture of lin, which could not be pardoned at a ſmaller 
te Here it is that we may diſcover moſt of the 
divine bounty and goodneſs to mankind, and the inex- 
preſu dle love of our bleked Saviour and Redeemer ; 
which are the molt important le ions that we can Jearn, 
This made the bleſſed Apolile to determine to know 
rolhing but Chriſt, and him crucified*, to count 
el! things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge 
6/ Chriſt Jeſus his Lara. Let me thereiore ex- 
Lot you to hx the eyes of your mind, and call up 
your moit {crious attention; tgaeh tather the hand 
d vour tanh, and init is into the holt of yeor Savi- 
0448 ade ; nyt your Gags into the print of the nails; 
lay to heart all the paſiages ot ,his.lamemable Horx. 
ard tuis cannot chuſe but melt your heart, , Une 
leſs they be harder than the rocks, and deater than 
We borkes is vas gave. Let us fix our eyes, I fay, 
on this a{loniſhing obje d, till cur eyes affect our 
hearth, that while we are /n, the fire may burn. 
Let us mourn for theſe tins wherewith we have cru» 

ciſied 


1 Cor. ii. 2. Phil. ii, 8. f Lam. iii. 51. 
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cified the Lord of glory, and be grieved that ere 
we ſhould have put him to ſo much anguiſh and pain; 
and let us vow a perpetual enmity againſt our Jity 

and corrupt affectioos, which would crucify bim a 
. freſh, and put him unto open ſhame. Let us con. 
der ard admire the wonderful love of our dying d& 
viour, that our ſouls may be kindled with recipto- 
cal flames, wherein we may offer up ourlelves as 4 
living and acceptable ſacrifice unto him; that thus 
Chriſt dwelling in cur hearts by faith, we may tt 
_rovted and grounded in love; comprehending ith 
all [ſaints what is the breagih, and length, and 
height ; and knowing the love of Chriſt which paſeth 
knowledge, that ſo we may be filled with all the ful. 
neſi of Gods Such meditations and exerciſes asahele 
will purify and raice our ſouls, and belt difpoſe us 
for approaching to the table of the Lord, Aud he 
Lord pour out upon us the irit of grace and fur gli. 
» Eatiz,n, that we may look upon him whom we hare 
' Pierced, and mourn for him as one mourneth for his 
only fon, and be in bitterneſs for him as one that is 
in bitterne!s for his firſt born. | 


**—— 


A preparation for the holy ſacrament. 
| Jos. if. 5. 
Sandify yourſelves : for to morrow the Lord will de 


wonders among you. 


HEN God is to make any ſignal diſcovery and 
manifeſtation of himſelf to his people, be 

calleth them to ſolem preparation, that they may be 
in a fit poſture to attend and receive it. Three e- 
minent inſtances whereof we meet with in the travcls 


of his ancient people of //rae/, The firſt is in IA x 
| XIX. 
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ix 10. 11. where being to deſcend upon Sina? 
to promulge a law, and enter into a covenant with 
them, the Lord faid unto Moſes, Go unto the people, 
and ſandtify them to day and ta mor rom, and let 
them waſh their cleaths, and be ready agairſi the 
| Self third day: for the third day the Lerd will come 


hu appetite of that people who lothed the manna, and 
„le lulted after fleſh, by bringing innumberable quails 
ae from the ſea, and cauſing them to fall about 
au their camp, he commanded Moſes io ſay unto 
ehe people, Sandti/y yourſelves againſt lo merrow, 
1. end ye ſhall eat fleſh*. A third inſtance is that of 


cle the text. Tbe Lord had brought his people to the 


borders of Ganagn, and was now to give them the 
e n und poſſcilion of that promiſed land he was 
1 to divide the waters of 7crdan before them; and 
we I thereby both ſaci tate their paſſage, and aflure their 
un poſſemon. VHerety. faid Joſbua. ye hall kniw that 


pto· ¶ down in the ſigöt of all the people. Thus alſo, when 
as off he was at once to ſatisfy and puniſh the inordinate 


- 
{ 


e liviag Ged is among you, and that he will with» , 


out ſail drive out from belore you the Cannanites. 
and the Hillites, and Hivites, and Perizzites, 
ad the Girgafhites, and the Amerites, aud the Je- 
buſites. Behold the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
of all the earth, paſſeth over befſure you into Fordan. 
Ard it ſhall come to paſs, as ſen as the ſoles of the 
1 feet of the prieſts that bear the ark of the Lord, the 
Lord of all the earth, ſhall refl in the waters of 
Jordan, that the waters of Jordan hall be cut off 
4am the.waters that come down from above; and 
© Wl ey ball ſtand upon an heap. Now, to diſpoſe them 
© If for fo great a mercy, 7c/ua gives them this adver- 
"  tiſement in the text, Sandijy yourſelves ; fer to 
* WW norrow the Lord qwwill de wonders among .. 
And ſure this ſame advertiſement mult needs be 
Numb. xi, 18. very 
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very ſcaſonable to us, who are expecting that Gal 
Wil manifeſt kimſelf ro morrow in uus place, ina 
way no leſs glorious, and far more comfortable and 
advaritageuus, tien any of thoſe we have mentios 
ei umo you We hope he ſhall deſcend From the 
habitation of his g glory, that he will rend the heavens, oc 
and come down into this houſe ; not with fire, and. 
blackneſs, and dar tneſi, and tempeſt, and the ſrl 
of a trumpet, and the viice of wirds, which they that {Mg"* 
card. inireated that the ward ſhould not be ſpolen N 
unto them any more: becauſe. they could not erdim 
that which was commandedf :; but with the gente 
and ealivening flames of love, with the "refreiting 
beams of divine light, with the ſtill and quict her 
of his Holy Spicit ; weh are only bend m ca nd 
[nem [Qak. He is coming to proclaim another” law, 
a law of liberty and love ; to enter into a new and 
better covenant with us. not ꝛccording fo that core. 
nant which be made with the bs oufe of ljracl. in H 
day when he lost them by the b. nd 19 load {bom wat WK 
of Epypt + but ths is the covenant he maketh ie 
us, that he wr/ put his laws inte gur minds, and 
abr ite ther in our hearts : and he will be 19 us a A 
God, and we ſhall be lo him a perple ; that he will 
be merci/ul to our unrinhicou ucfos and remember ſur 
enriuiguities 19 maret ot 
To niorrow the Lord. will give us fleſh to eat; ifs 
not the fleth of quails, aug} freayayred imwis, to my ll 
tain this ggniy and decaying flame; but 7he fe of 
2 blaad of the San of man ; that fich which # thy 
net inJ:ed, and that blood which ir drin indeed; WM! 
which giveth lile and everlaiting happineſs to the 
foul, and configneth theſe mortal bodies to a bletked Ne 
relurre ion: for 59% eareth my fie ſh, and drin tell 
my blesd, ( faith our Saviour YFath eternal liſe, ani 
f will raiſe him up at the laſt day |. Tor 


+ Heb. xii. 18. 19. 20. + Heb. vii. 9. 10. 42. | Jol n vi.34 


piſc. VIII. holy ſacrament. 213 


To morrow the Lord will open a paſſage for his 
people towards the heavenly Canaan, place them, 
25 it were, in the confines of that promiſed” lard, 
a the ſuburbs of happine ſs and glory: at leaſt he 
will hew them a token for good, and ſign a right 
and lecurity unto it. And, though floods of fin and 


borrow. were ready to overwhelm their fouls, he will 
ſellrain and divert them : Surely in the flonds of 
great waters, they ſhall not came near unto them +. 
What fitter terms could we therefore chuſe to beſpeak ' 
you in, than thoſe of this holy man, Sandi/y your- 
elves for to morrow, Oc. ? | | 

The words contain an exhortation, and a reaſon 
aforcing it. In applying them to the preſent occa- 
bag, wie ſhall invert the order, and handle the latter 
gart of the text firſt, becauſe of the influence it hath 
on the former. We ſhall firſt tell you what thoſe 
wonders are which the Lord is to do among us 
to morrow 3 the conſideration of them being of 
xeat uſe, both to excite us to ſanctify and prepare 
ourſclves, and allo to inſtruct and direct us in it. 

I. What then are thoſe wonders we expect to ſee ? 
A little bread broken and divided among us, a little 
vine poured forth and drunk. Is there any thing to 
ſurpriſe or amaze us here ? What better is this than 
cur ordinary entertainment et hene? Are not A. 
lana and Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, better than 
all the waters, of {{raet} ? Such may be the thoughts 
of profane and ignorant fools ; for the, outſide of 
this ordinance is very poor and mean, hath nothing 
n it that m deanle or-eviight the velyar ove, that 
may pleaſt or affect a carnal mind: but thoſe u hoſe 
eyes are opened to right apprehenſions of ſpiritual ard 
divine things, can calily e through tins care ad 
eogtemptibie vai, and diſcern aſtoniſhing wonders 

1 


+ Pſal. $xxii. 6. 2 Kings v. 12. 
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in this ordinance, wonders of poner aebi 
and love. | 
If we conſider what is repreſented to us in thix 
ſacrament, we have therein occaſion to betiold the 
moſt wonderful and aſtoniſhing ſpectacle that ever 
was ſeen in this lower world-; the only begotteg 
Son of (God ſuffering for the ſins of the bots ; the: 
Lord of glory hanging betwixt two thieves : form 
this ordinance Zeſus Chriſt is evidently ſet forth ar 
crucified before our chess. We may read and hear t 
of it at other times; but this is a more clear abd Nr. 
ſolemn repreſentation of it: our dying Lord com- hz; 
manded us to d» it in rememberance of him. Here 
our thoughts are more fixed, and our meditations 
higher raiſed ; we get a gearor and more Adventage- 
ous profpet, And our faith comes not only by the 
ear; our ſenſes contribute unto it, that we may ſay 
in ſome ſenſe, with the beloved diſciple, that we 
have not only heard, but have ſeen with our eyer;” 
aue have looked npon it, and our hands have hands 
led the word of liſet. Wi ane, there might have” 
been coptrived a more ſenſible reſemblance, aud 
tragical repreſentation of the death of Chriſt. That 
ſpectacle repreſented upon the ne, would per- 
haps affect our ſenſes and famey more, and might 
ſooner draw tears fem our eyes, and occaſion ſome 
warm and aſſectionate paſſion. But it is a mean and 
low devotion that is ſeated in the inferior faculties 
of the ſoul, which outward objeQs de excite by Wir 
their natural ſtrengtb, without the exerciſe of the Wl: 
ſoul's conſidering and meditating powers. And there” WM ;; 
fore (as one hath well obſerved) ** the repreſents* W;4 
+ tion of Chriſt's death in the ſacrament is 2 order. 4 
« ed, that it might both help the ſoul, and leave it Wiſe 
«+ ſomething to do in forming 1 its own apprebenſions WY th 


+ Gal. n. 2. f 1. John i. 2. 
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« and ref la it we ſee ſo much as to a- 

raken our fouls, but not To much as to keep them 
wile Without themſelves. Ihe outward object 
nes to Excite our faith; but then leaves it to its 
oper exerciſe and employment. Faith tsbes the 

— which ſank doth gor u, and in the ſacramental 
read and wine can behoid the blood and wounds of 
m7 bleſſed Saviour. It placeth us, as it were, at 
ie foot of his croſs, — makes us obſerve the whole 
anſaQtion, And thus that holy ordinance we are 
THcbrate, preſents to our view the wonderful re- 
jmptios of mankind, which ſhall be the admiration 

men and angels to all eternity: fo that, if there 
&e not more, on this account we might ſay in ſome 
aſe, Tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among . 


1 N 


- 


But this is not all. This ſacrament doth not only 
eptelent a wonder that is already paſt, but exhibits - 
ne anew, The bread and wine that we receive, 
re not bare and empty ſigns, to put us in mind of 
de death and ſufferings of Chriſt, Our Saviour calls 
hem bis body and blood ; and ſuch, without queſti- 

; they are to all ſpiritual purpoſes and advantages, 
Ve are not obliged to believe, that, after-conſecra- | 
jon, the bread and wine do vaniſh, and the body 
id blood of Chriſt ſucceed in their room: our ſenſe 
nd reaſon do aſſure us of the contrary, the ſcripture 
och no where affirm it, nor did ever the ancient 

arch believe it: nor is it _poſhble to conceive the 
ſe or benefit of this ſtrange and unintelligible change. 
tit the Spirit that quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth - 
bing f. Theſe words ot our Saviour, are ſpirit 

1 life, are to be undec{tood in a vital and ſpiritual 

ſe. But though thele elements be not changed 
their nature and ſubſtance, - yet they undergo a 

mighty 
t John vi. 63. 
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mighty change as to their efficacy, and _uſe ; and thi 
food which before could but yield a little refreſhmen 


to the body, is now become a mean to nouriſh and il, 
ſtrengthen the ſoul, an inſtrument to convey unto uu 
all thoſe bleflings that the body and blood of on; 


Saviour can afford us, 
As Utider the Jaw a part of ſome ſacrifices wn 
burnt on the altar, and a part was eaten by thoſe 
for whom they were offered; ſo our bleſſed Saviour, 
having offered up himſelf on the altar of the cri, 
as a propitiation for the fins of men, did ſubſſitur 
theſe holy ſymbols in place of his body and blood, 
that we, by feaſting on them, might get an interelt 
i that ſacrißce, and be partakers of the atonement 
that was made, and the pardon that was purchuled 
by him. | \ +. 
7 gain, Tn this lactament, Chtiſt doth coor 
himſelf into the ſouls of men, and taketh ſtronger 
poſſeſſion of them, Av afjer the ſop n c 
ino Fades, d with theſe holy elements Chriſt en 
tereth into the hearts of his people, becomes 
food and nouriſhment of their ſouls : he diffuſ 
himſelf through all their faculties, and animat 
them with his life and ſpirit ; that they may have 
will or affections of their own, no deſires or incli 
tions different from his; but that evezy-polſe-mej 
atiſwer the niotions of his hrart, all their powers 
be actuated and enlivened by his ſpirit ; in a word 
that it may not be any more they, but Chriſt that 
liveth in therit. Thus are we fed and nouriſhed 
by the body and blood of Chriſt, while the power of 
the Godhead doth diffuſe its virtue and operation i- 
to the human nature, to the enlivening the hearts of 


pledges. © 


* 

8 

thoſe who do rightly receiye theſe ſacramenta Wh 
s 

And Wt 


} Gal. ü. ao. 
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And thus I hope you ſee what wonders the Lord 
s to do among us. It was a ſignal miracle he 
wrought at the fealt, when he turned water into 
vine; but ſure it is a. greater and more important 
one, to turn bread and wine into his body and blood, 
in that ſenſe we have been explaining. It was a 
great matter, to feed a multitude with a few Joaves 
aid ſmall fiſhes ; but a greater it is, to make a 
lIttle bread and wine become the mean of nouriſh- 
ment to ſo many ſouls, And, were our eyes opened 
td the diſcerning of ſpiritual things, we ſhould ſee 
greater things wrought, and more gracious miracles 
performed, by the body and blood of our Saviour, 
than thoſe which were done by the touch of his ſa+ 
cred body while he lived here among men. I halt 
this pojgt ia the words uf St. 

M defiriog they may be underſtood according t 
| h been already ſaid, making ſome allowan 
ical and hyperbolick ſtyle, oray 133; + 

ro rt bv, 8 When thou dolt be 101d th 
Lord of glory offered up, and the prieſt perform. 
ing the ſacrifice, andthe people round about dy 
and made red with that. precious blood where, 
pray thee, dolt thou ceive thyſelf to be 
Canſt thou think thou art yet earth, and co 
rerſing amongſt mortal creatures; dx art thou n 
[ ther on a ſudden tranſported into heaven ? Do 
thou not loſe all thoughts of the body, and with 


pure 4 the thing 
dur done ?” O the wonderful mercy an 


goodneſs of God ! He who fitteth with the Father a- 
bore, is at the ſame time preſent here below, and 
pres himſelt to all who will receive and embrace 
lim. — Compare this, i yau wil, with another mi- 
cle, Imagine you ſee the great Elias with an in- 
bidite number of people about him, the ſacrifice laid 
K upon 
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upon the (tones, and all the reſt qyiot ane ſilen 
while the Prophet poureth forth his prayers, the 
the fire coming doun on a ſudden from heaven, and ls 
conſuming the ſacrifice. Truly theſe things ar 
ſtrange, and full of wonder; but yet are tar inferior 6 
to our ſacred and tremendous myſteries. For hen Ml, 
the Prieſt doth not bring fire, but the Holy Gholt; q 
he prayeth not that a flame may deicend from hex Wl; 
ven to conſume the holy things before him, but tha M1 
the divine grace, influencing the facrifice, may there- Nu 
by i-flame” the hearts-and ſouls of all the people, aud Nb. 
render them more pure than ſilvet tried in the — 8 
Poubtleſs, when thele ſacred and yoneralje myſig B 
m 
ſh 


ries are performing, the holy angels do itand by, 
and the place is full of bleſſed and glorious ſpirits, 
who delight to levk and pry inte them; and all the WW 5, 
orders of the heavenly hoſt ſhout and raiſe their Wy, 
voice together, th 
ha 


[he reſt is wanting.) us 


bk — — 


Of the importance and difficulty of 
the Miniſterial function. . 


Preached beſare the ſynod of ABERDEEN. 90 


2 Con. ii. 16. 


Who is ſufficient for theſe things, 


Everend and dearly beloved men, brethren, and 
fathers, It is one of the advantages of that 


peace and tranquility wherewith Almighty God is 
pleaſed 


of 
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pleaſed 10 bleſy"rthis poor church, that the officers of 
it have liberty of aſſembling together on theſe occa- 
bons, for mutual aſſiſtance and counſel in the excr- 
aſe of their holy function. And indeed, if there 
were no matter of publick deliberation, yet ought 
we gladly to embrace the opportunity of ſecing one 
wother's faces, not only that we may maintain and 
expreſs a brotherly correſpondence and affection, but 
allo that we may animate and excite one another un- 
to greater meaſures of diligence and zeal ; as coale, 
being gathered together, do mutually receive and 
te fame new degrees of wgour and heat. 
Tus I have always looked upon as none of the 
neaneſt advantages of theſe ſynodical meetings; and 
ſhall think my ſelf very happy, if my poor endea- 
yours, in the performance of this preſent. duty, may, 
by the divine bleſſing, contribute any thing towards 
this excellent and'defirable purpoſe. To this end I 
have made choice of a text, which I hope may afford 
us ſome uſeful meditations for ſtirring up, and a- 
wakening in our ſouls a deeper ſenſe of thoſe great 
engagements under which we lie. 

The ble ſſed Apoſtle, in the former verſe, and be- 
zianing of this, has been ſpeaking of the different 
ſucceſs the goſpel did meet with among thoſe to 
whom it was preached ; that it was not like thoſe 
weak and harmleſs modicines, which, if they do no 
good, are ſure to do no hurt; but like ſome per- 
fumes which are comfortable and ſtrengthening to 
the wholeſ>me, but troubleſome and noxious to the 
weak ; ſo doth it prove a vital favour to thoſe who 
receive and obey it, but a moſt deadly poiſon to all 
Who reject and deſpiſe it: For awe are unto Cd a 
fweet ſavour of Chriſt, to them that are ſaved, and 
in them that periſh; to the one we are a ſavour of 
death unto death, and to the'\dther a ſavour of life 
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unto life, And then he takes occaſion to conſider 
what a great matter it is to be employed in thoſe 
adminiſtrations wherein the happineſs and miſery of 
mankind is ſo nearly concerned, wi! nr N wire, Ke, 
and who is ſufficient for theje things ? 

We ſhall not detain you with an explication of 
the words, Two things I conceive are 1mplitd th 
them: 1. The importance; 2. The difficuity of the 
Miniſterial functſon. For if a buſineſs be of ſaul 
Concern, it is little matter who have the management 
of it; there is no great harm done if it miſcarty; 
any body is ſufhcient for that thing. On the other 
hand, let the matter be never ſo weighty, it there 
be no difficulty in it, there needs no extraordinary 
endowments in thoſe to whom it is committed: com- 
mon ptudeace, and a little care, will ſuffice 3 tha 
is no likelihood that it can miſcarry. But the work 
of the miniltry is at ance ſo important and fo difficult, 
of fo great conſequence and fo hard to be perform- 
ed, that there is a great deal of reaſon for an empha- 
tic interrogation, // i ſufficient ſor theſe things ? 

I. Fir/t, Let us fix our thoughts a while on the 
weight and importance of the miniſtry, and we ſtall 
find that it is a greater burden lying on our ſhoulders, 
than if the greateſt affairs of this world were devolved 
upon us, and we dad held yp the pillars of the cant, 
This will appear, whether we canſider the relation 
we (ſtand ia io the Almighty God, or the charge of 
the flocks we have committed to us. | 

To begin with the firſt. That infinite Majeſty 
which cicated, and doth continually uphold the 
earth, and all things in it +, as the juſt owner and 
lord of the whole creation, (for all are his {ervants, 
and mult obey his will) is yet pleaſed to claim a ſpe- 


cial property in ſome things which he chuſed tor 
himſelf, 


+ Pal. xxiv. 1. 2. 
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himſclf; and employeth for peculiar deſigns : Ne- 
vertheleſs of old did le chuſe a houſe for himſelf, 
and a plage to be called by his name, At Salem 
was bis labernacle, and his dwelling place in Zieus. 

The Lord loveth the, gates of Lion more than all the 
dw:llings of Jacob. And the church in all ages 
hath thought it fit, to ſeperate ſome plates from wet- 
gar and common uſe, and to appropriate them to 
the ſervice of God, Again, Though all times and 


ſeaſons do belong unto God, yet hath he ſet apart 


a day for his worſhip, and ſanctificd a /abbath for 
kinſclf, All men were created for the honour of 
God, and are infinitely cbliged to ſerve bim; yet 
becauſe the greateſt part of mankind are too much 
egaged. in worldly affairs, and have their fouls fet- 
tered in the diltrafting cares of this liſc, and alweit 
had in their bodigs, it bath pleaſcd the divine wil- 
dam, to call forth a ſelect number ot men, who, be- 
ng delivered ſrom thoſe imanglements, and having 
their minds mere highly puwhed, and more peculi - 
uly fitted for the offices of religion, may attend con» 
tiovally on that very thing, Religion is every man's 
general calling, but it is our particular calling too. 
Ard while the labourer is at his p!cugh, the craft(- 
mangat his forge, and the merchant in kis ſhop, the 
miniſter ought to be employed in the exerciſe of de- 
"gon, for the interelt of advagcipg . picty, and the 
honour of our maker. My be Ebbe, ye are deput- 
ed, as it were, by the whole creation, at lealt by 
the interior world, to preſent their homage and ſer- 
nice to God, and to praiſe him for all his works, 

Ye ougbt to maintain a correſpondence betwixt hea- 
ven and earth, to deprecate the wrath of God. and 
wert his vengeance and plagues from mankind, 

Your buſineſs is the ſame with that of the holy an- 
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gels: you dwell in the hovſe of God, and ſhould h 
continually praiſig him. And this is an employmen 
{o holy, that, were our ſouls as pure as cherul 
as zealous and active as the ble ſſed ſpirits that are 
bove, we ſhould yet have reaſon to cover our fact 
and to be ſwallowed up in a deep ſenſe of our 0 
inſufficiency for theſe things. And what is ſinf 
duſt and aſhes, that he ſhould ſtand in fo near a re 
tion unto the Lord of glory! What is man, O bleſſel 
God, that thou ſhould(t chuſe him, and cauſe him u 
"approach unto thee?! that be uud dell int 
courts, and be fatiified with the” goadneſ; of t 
houſe, even of thine holy templeF ! The prie(thool 
under the law was a very ſacred and venerable thing 
and no profane hand might intermeddle with te 
meaneſt offices that belonged unto it. All the zei 
and ſeemingly religious care that Uzz24 had for well « 


tottering ark, ſerved not to excuſe his preſumption, 
when he intruded upon the Levitical function. But, 
certainly, as the goſpel miniſtry is ſo much more e 
cellent and fublime, being intruſted with the admins 
{tration of thoſe holy myſteries which were bot ſv 
dowed in the former ; how pure and holy ought 
thoſe lips to, be, by which God ſpeaketh unto hu 
people, and by which they ſpeak unto him; Which 
ſome times pronounce thoſe powerful and effectul 
ſentences of ahb/olution and excommunication, thi 
are fo ſurely ratified in heaven; and thoſe hand 
which are employed in the laver of regenetation,. att 
to handle the bread of life! Meyvet, (ſaith hof 
Chry/oſtom, de faceed i. 3.) pub, we. ** bet 
are the men that aſſiſt at the pangs of the ne# 
* birth, and to whom baptiſmal regeneration is com. 
* mitted ; by thoſe we put on Chrilt, and are burid 


« with the fon of God, and ſo become members d 
0 * 44 abut 
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* that bleſſed head. Upon which account the ſacer- 
„ dotal function is more creditable than that of kings 
«and princes; and we owe more honour unto prieſis 
than unto patents themſelves: for they have be- 
« gotten us of blood, and of the will of the fleſh ; 
« but tifeſe are the authors of that nativity which we 
«have from God ; that adoption, whereby, through 
grace, we become the children of the molt High. 
And, again, the ſame father, ſpraking of the ſacer- 
dotal power, exprefies it in theſe terms: ler- 
irn, atguc it on eur, bir commuſſune 
, uf ar gue: i guis ſuut up, . Men 
* that live on earth, do diſpenſe the things that are 


ng * in heaven ; and are iotroſted with a power that 
te * neither angels nor archange!s can pretend unto: 
zei * for to none of theſe was it falt, What ye bind on 
te 4 earth ſhall be beund in heaven. Farthly princes 


100, have the power of bindiog, but it is only the bo- 
ot * dies of men. Theſe bands that | ſpeak-of take 
er bold of the fouls of men, and icach unto the very 
ny * heavens : fo that God doth ratity above, what the 
. prieſt determines below ; and his ſervants decrees 
ot arc ratified by their Lord. The Faiher bath gi- 
wil * ver all judgment tc the Sen; but now, it feems, 
ca the Son docs deliver it to the paſtors of the 
wy * church. And fo eminent is this authority, that 
Wy one would think the perſons inveſted with it myſt 
OBE © ricds be raiſcd above the common condition of 
r » men, and exempted from human aficctiors, and, 
as it were, alrcady placed in hcaven. Uhus far 
bis holy father. Nor can I paſs by what he ſays of 
chat ineffable privilege of the celebration of the holy 
facrament, though lome of his. expreiſions, being 
figurative and hyperbolical, have been abuſed by the 
"WH Xo: party: Dim confpicts Doierem ig ian 
"Wh Sane, & [averdoton: frre, inownbentem, Sc, 
K 4 „% M hen 


224 Of the importance and difjicully . 


When thou doſt behold the Lord of glory offered 
op, and the prieſt performing the ſacrifice, and the 
„ prople round about dyed, as it were, and made 
«red with that precious blood; where, I Pray 
„ thee, doſt thou conceive thyſelf io be? Doſt thou 
* think thou art on earth, and converling among 
«+ mortal creatures ; or art thoy, ngt rather on a ſud 
den tranſported into heaven? Holl4þ ou. nat Jo 
all thoughts of the body, and materia os af 
«-witha pure mind, and naked ſoul, behold th, 
«* things that are done i in-thoic regions above? 
« when the miniſier has invoked the divine Spirit 
« and performed thoſe tevetend and. dreadſul myliey 
« ries, and holdeth the Lord of All things in. h 
* hand, tell me, I beſeech you, in what order of 
things we are to place him 2. What uprightnels, 
what purity is required of him ! what hands ſhould 
they be that adminiſter thoſe things! what lips 
that utter and pronounce thoſe words ! For at that 
* time the holy angels ſtand by the prieſt ; the 
„place is full of bleſſed ſpirits, who deſire to lock 
into thoſe things; and all the orders of the hes 
% yenly hoſt do ſhout, and raiſe their voice together, 
% as we may eaſily believe, if we conſider the work 
* that is then in band“. I cannot ſtand 40 relaic 
all that this excellent perſon ſpeaketh to the fomd 
purpoſe, but ſhall to the next thing we ** 
poſed. 4 

The weight and importance of ils Mioidlerid 
function, conſideted in relation to the people com- 
mitted to our charge. We ate not intruſted with 
their fortune and eſtate, nor with their bodily health 
and welfare, nor with the affairs of (tate, or the io- 
tereſt of kingdoms ; though indeed religion hath n0 
{mall influence on theſe, and the labours of Minijicrs 


Gt eee would contribute exceedingly to tb 
publick 
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publick tranquillity. and the preſent felicity of men. 
Bat our Main buſineſs lieth another way. We have 
to do with rational and immortal ſouls, thoſe moſt 
zoble and divine ſubſtances which proceeded from 
God, and are capable of being united to him eter» 
rally, but wi in hazard of being eternally ſepa» 
nted from him ; Lepurfrroaare mi Ow e ferrgacryy, 

Spree opitls , theſe [takes between Ged an 
J. devil and on us doth in ſome meaſure d 


to while ſhare rhey, ſhall fall whether th 
fo be angels or fiends. * i 
0 


of our work, what the 
Ae | | Fhe\ we 
lat far . My beloved, the moſt ſerious 
of our thoughts come very far ſhort of the ineſtim- 
able worth of he dn , that trraſure which is 
committed to our care- He who did create and redeem 
the ſouls of men, doth beſt underitand their value; 
and we fee What elteem he putteth upon them by 
the pains he is plcuſed to take about them. Their 
lalvation was contrived before the mountains were 
brought forth, before the foundation of the earth wes 
laid; the'delign was formed trom all (eternity: and 
glorious are the methods by winch it is accompliſhed. 
ugerdru lex u H, inter Clin & ber 


m iutesfecti, propy faith St. Greg. Naz At 


Ms both the law an prophets did aim, ig 
uc exinanitg eite; bu mpre cars 7 hc wo 
il To this purpoſe did the Deny 


"empty itlelf, and was clothed with the human na- 
„ture; to this purpoſe was that ſtrange and won- 
* derful conjunction, God and man united toge- 
ther.“ Hitherto did all the actions and all the 
lofferings of our bleſſed Saviour aim; for this he was 
born, and for this he did die. And ſhall we under - 
value the price ot his blood, or think it a ſmall mat- 
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ter to haye the charge of thofe for whom it was fled? 
It is che church of God we mut oberſee And feel; 
that church for which the World is opheld, Which d 
ſanctiſied by the Holy Ghoſt, on which the angel 
themſelves do attend. What a weighty charge h 
this we have undertakth Mos il ſufficient” ſor 14 
things ? Sar * 
That theſe matters may yet take the deeper in. 
preſſion on our hearts, let us farther conſider the 
dreadful conſequences of miſcarriage in the diſchary 
of the miniſterial function; and we ſhall find it 
it reflects a great deal of diſhonour on the diu 
Majeſty, and on our bleſſed Saviour; that it d 
very much hazard the ſouls of our people, and cer- 
taialy ruin our own, I (ay, it doth refle& diſhonour i ** 
on Almighty God, as the faults of ſervants do com 
monly prejudice the reputation of their maſters, and 
the failings of ambaſſadors are imputed to their prin- 
ces, We ſtand in a nearer relation to God, and ate 
ſuppoſed to be beſt acquainted with his will, and tocar- | 
ry the deepeſt immpreſlions of his nature on our minds 
And ignorant people will entertain the meat 
thoughts of the holineſs of Cod, when they miſt 
in thoſe who are called his ſervants. Certainly iti 
no ſmall reproach which the faults or miſcarriages of 
Minilters do bring upon the ways of godlipe(s, 2% »- 
the holy religion we profeſs. It is no ſmall affro iy 
that is hereby put on the bleſſed author of it; gan. 
er, withom queſtion, than all the native and (pr . 
of bis open enemies is able to practiſe: for heteb i | 
he is crucified afreſh, and put unto open ſhame. 
And O how great is the hazard our pqer people do 
run by our negligence or failings, even as much # 
the worth of their ſouls amounteth to ! If the watch 
men de not faithful, and give not timely warning, 


the ſword will readily come, and the people be =_ 
| au 
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away in their ſions, C fan! ravine habn faces” 

ler edi. bike pegplc, lie pridtts, will GA! he 
1 of > generel waneb, But, if the negligence 
and miſcarriage. of a Miniſter doth hazard the ſouls of 
others, it doth certainly ruin his own ; which made 
4 ſay, Fyridam er ceckefre miniſi rig 

n arbitror mu 


r ſervart ;. words ſo terrible, that 
tremble to put them into Engliſhßh and yet, if 4 
wan thould ſpeak hre, Hood, _— ſmoke, if flame; 
old come out of his moch inſtead of words. if h 
ad a voice like thunder, and an eye like lightening, by 
ould not ſufficiently repreſent the dreadtul aceoun 
an unſaith fel patter (hah +» What horror 
and confulion ſhall it caſt them into at the. laſt day, 
to hear the blood of the Son of God plead againit 
them 3 to hear our great maſler ſay, It was the pur- 
chaſe of my blood which ye did ne glect; God died 
for theſe ſouls, of whom ye took ſo litile pains ; 
think got therefore to be ſaved by that blood which 
ye bare deipiſed, or to eſcape the torments where - 
unto many others are plunged through your faults ! 


| tes teſt 4 « doth appear, that the work 
is bg great weight and importance 7 


the migittry 
t much doth depen the right diſcharging 


3 and that milgarrying, n t i 19 the wot 
in the vworkd, 


II. The fecmid thing we had to ſpeak to, is the 


di culty ot managing this charge aright. - And this 
will appear if we conſider; 1, The end and deſign of 
the miniſterial function; 2. The impediments \ we have 
io overcome in the proſecution of that end; and. 
3. The {everai ſorts of duties and exerciſes incumbent 
upon us. As for the ficlt. The great buſineſs of 
our calling is, to advance the divine life in the world: 
to make religion ſway and prevail; frame and mould 
the fouls of men into a conformity to God, and ſu- 
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perinduce the beautiful lineaments of his bleſſed image 


upon them; to enlighten their underſtandings, and 
inform their judgements, reQify their wills, and o 
their pathqes, and ſanctity all their affections. The 
world heth in fin ; and it is our wotk to awaken men 
out of their deadly flcep, to reſcue them out of that 
diſmal condition, We are the inſtruments of God 
for effectuating theſe great defigns : and, though ue 
be not - accountable for the ſucceſs, when we hare 
done what lieth in our power, yet nothing beloy 
this ſhould be our aim; and we ſhould never ceaſe 
our endeavours, untill that gracious change be 
wrought in every perſon committed to our charge, 
And, if any think this an eaſy work, let them pitch 
on ſome perſon of their acquaintance, whom they 
know to be addicted to ſome one particular vice, 
and try whether it be eaſy to reclaim him, Perſuade 
the drunkard, if you can, to forſake his cups ; the 
covetous wretch, to part with his money; reaſen 
but the wild gallant ipho ferious thoughts, and 4 
grave and ſaber depgriment ; try to purge your neigh» 
bourhood of groſs crimes, and ſcandalous vices ; and 
perſuade thoſe that live about you to live at lealt as 
becomes men. In this you have the advantage of 
dealing with that ſelf love which does prevail in 
them. You may eaſily convinee them, that the pn- 
Qice of theſe virtues you recommend, would conti 
bute much to their temporal felicity, to thoſe is. 
tereſis of pleaſute, advantage, and honour, to which 
they have the greateſt regard ; and yet you ſhall find 
even that taſk not eaſy to be performed. But to 
raiſe men unto ve greateſt heights of mortification 
and ſelf-denial 3 to make them truly humble, meek, 


and reſigned to the will of God; to overpower that 
ſe}fiſh principle which is ſo deeply rooted in the cor- 


ſtitution of our ſouls, and doth ſo readily — 
ulc 
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tell into all out affections and deſigns ; to ſet di- 
vine love and univerſal charity upon the throne, that 
we honour of God, and the welfare of others, may 
be as dear unto men as their own concegns ; to have 
religion become another nature unto them, and they, 
as it were a living law unto themſelves : this, this 
is ſo great and wonderful a change, that, as only 
omnipotence is able to produce it, ſo certainly they 
have a mighty taſk who are employed as inſtruments 
in it. | 

Again, Let me appeal to the conſcience and ex- 
perience of every one, what difficulty they find in 
dealing with their own fouls, in regulating their own 
paſhons, and in mortifying their own corrupt affeQti- 


ons. Yet here we have the advantage of a nearer ap->/ 
plication ; we can carry home our reaſons with more 
force upon ourſelyes than others; our thoughts and | 
meditations mult be more clcar and lively than our | 


words and expreſlions are. If it be hard then to per- 


ſuade ousſelyes to be good, it is ſure much harder 


to perſuade others to be ſo. 


Conſider, in the next place, the enemies we have 


to encoun er with, which oppoſe the deſign of our 
employ ments. Ye wreſtle not againſt fleſh and 
blezd, but againſt principalities and powers. 
the forces of heil arc up in-arms againit us, all the 
N darkneſs do continually oppoſe us; and 
ittle do we know thoſe hidden arts 2 theſe 
accurſed ſpirits do apply theniſclves to the ſouls of 
men, to ſuggelt and inſinuate their temptations. The 
world alſo, with all its cares and pleaſures, is daily 
bghting again(t us ; and there is ng eſtate or condi- 
tion in it, but what is ſurrounded .with a thouſand 
temptations. The poor are ſo much taken up in 
providing for the neceſſities of this life, that they can 


' 
: 
: 
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hardly be perſuaded to think upon another. The 


rich 
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rich are commonly drowned ia ſenſual pleaſures; 
and our Saviour tells us, It is eaffer fer a camel i- 
go through the eye of a nee1le, than for a rich man (6 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. The inſtuence of 
ſenſual objects is very ſtrong, And though the pol. 
ſeſſions of the other world be as far beyond our ens 
joyment here, as the world is above noviiing; yet 
becauſe the things of this world are preſent, aud are 
ever and anon offering themſelves unto usr and beats 
ing upon our ſenſes, therefore they do too frequent. 
Iy prevail againſt all the peruaſions of reaſon and te- 
ligion too. And what ſhall we ſay of the evil com- 
pany and bad example that enveigles the fouls of 
men ? We perhaps ſe them once a weck, and-bring 


them to ſome degree of ſobriety, and a ſound mind; 


but then their wighed naj;bboers, and the compani- 
ons of their fin, do meet them every day, and, by 
their counſel and example, obliterate any good im- 
preſhon that has been made upon them: and hereby 
we loſe more in a week, than we are able to recover 
in a whole year. But the greateſt enemies we have; 
are thoſe within the ſouls of men; their deprived 
affectians, their luſts and corrupt inclinations. When 
phyſicians undertake the cure of bodily diltempers, 
they have the conſent of the party; he is ready to 
comply with their preſcriptions, But our greateſt 
difficulty is in dealing with the wills of men, and 
waking them conſent to be cured. They hug the 
diſeaſe, and ſhun the medicine as poiſon, and have 
no deſire to be well. Hence it is they do all they 
can to keep us ſtrangers to their ſouls, and take as 
much pains to conceal their inward diſtempers, 28 
they ought to do in revealing them. We have jultly 
ſhaken of the tyranny of the Rab confethon. But, 
at?s ! our people go too far m the other extrem; 
and, becauſe they are not obliged to tell nn 

0 


Diſc. 1X, of the Minifterial function. 231 


w their poſlors, in eflect they a 
porbing at all. Perhaps ſome ons, lying under 
ſome terrors and rrobfe of wind, nay apply them» 
ſelves unto us, to give vent ta the fire that burneth 
within them; but otherwiſe they content themſelves 
tolſce'us in the pulpit, aud care not how little we 
be acquAinted with their temper and way, It will 
be long ere any come to tell us, that they find theme 
lelves proud, or paſſionatr, or revengeful, and in- 
quire how they ſhall get theſe vices ſubdued ; that 
they are covetous and uncharitable and beſeech us 
to tell them how they ſhall amend ; to acquaint us 
with their temptations, and to learn the fitteſt me- 
thods to oppoſe them, We are ſeldom troubled - 
with addreſſes of this nature; and it is hard to do 
any thing towards a cure, when they will nat let us 
know the diſeaſe. | 

The difficulty of the miniſterial function will fur- 
ther appear, if we will conſider the ſeveral duties and 
exet ciſes of it, We ſhall but touch at ſome of them 
ar pteſent, and may perhaps have occaſion to ſpeak 
more in the application. | 

Catechizing is a neceſſary but painful one. It is 
no ſmall toil, to tell the ſame things a thouſand times 
to ſome dall and ignorant people, who perbaps ſhall 
know but little when we have done, It is this labo- 
rious exerciſe that does ſometimes tempt a Miniſter 
to envy the condition of thoſe who gain their living 
by the ſweat of their brows, without the toil and 
diſtraction of their ſpirits, | 

Preaching is an exerciſe that many are ambitions 
El and none more than thoſe that are leaſt qualified 
or it; and, it is probable, the deſire of this liberty 
is no ſmall temptation to ſome of our giddy people to 


ivt them wich 


55 over to that ſect and party, where all ranks, and 


th ſexes, are allowed the ſatis faction to hear them- 
| ſelves 
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ſelves talk in publick, But it is not ſo caſy a_matter 
to perform this tafle- arighe ; to Hand in thc preſence 
of God, and to- ſpeak to his people in his bame, 
with that plainneſs and {impliciey; that feriouſnech 
and gravity, that zeal and concern, which the buſ- 
neſs rquires ; to accommodate ourſelves to the ca- 
pacity of the common people, without diſguſting our 
more knowing hearers by the inſipid flatneſs of our 
diſcourſe ; to excite and awaken drowſy fouls, with- 
out terrifying and diſturbing more tender conſcien- 
ces: to bear home the convictions of Tin, without 
the appearance of ſome perſonal rellection; in a word, 
to approve ourſelves unto God as workmen that 
need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 4 
truth*, | 

Diſcipline is an edged tool; and they had ned 
be no fools that med. with it. It is a hard thing, 
to manage the proceſſes of the cenſures of the church 
with ſuch care and prudence, that may neither en- 
courage flagitious perfons by our remiſinels, nor 
tempt 10 irritate others by needleſs {ererity, nor give 
advantage to captious and troublelome men for want 
of {ome legal formality. 

But certainly the greateſt and molt difficult work 
of a Miniſter, is in applying himfelf particulary to 
the ſeveral perſons under his charge; to acquamt 
himſelf with their behaviour, and the temper of their 
fouls ; to redreſs what is amiſs, and prevent their 
future miſcarriages. Without this private work, 
his other endeavours will do little good. And, con 


ſidering the great variety that is among the humours , 


and diſpoſitions, of men, (equal almoſt to that of theit 
faces), this mult needs be an infiane- labour, I 
the art of arts, (ſaith Gpepery evtanSou in his 4. 
Falegeticl ration), and the molt difficult of all ſcien 
« [oF] 

„ 2 Tim, ii. 15. 
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ces, to govern ſuch a manifold and various creature 


as man. And another Gregory beth wit ten a whole 
maciate e the divas /my there in moe 1:05 lep. 
ard 1be ever! way of dealing with them. What 
a martyrdom. is ĩt for ſome modeſt and baſhful tem- 
pers, when they find themſelves obliged to ule free- 
dom and ſeverity in reproving the faults of thoſe 
who, in quality or age, are above themſelves ! And, 
O what a hard matter it is to deal with people that 
are ready to leave the world, and ſtep in upon eter- 
nity 3, when their ſouls do, as it were, hang on their 
lips, and they have one foot (as we uſe to ſay) al - 
ready in the grave ! The Miniſter is ſeldom ſent for 
till the phyſician bas given the patient over; and 
then they beg him to dreſs their ſouls for heaven, 
when their..,winding-ſheet is preparing, and their 
friends are almoſt ready to dreſs the body for the 
funeral. Now, though ſome of theſe have lived well, 
and; like the wiſe virgios, have oil in their lamps; 
yet it js a great matter to calm them, and to diſpoſe 
their ſouls for that great change they are preſently 
to undergo. But, alas ! it fares otherwiſe with the 
greateſt part. They are yet ſtrangers to the ways 
of religion, the work of their ſalvation is yet to be- 
gio ; aps they hats w be mowhed, their corcupti- 
des ſobd d, the whole frame of their ſouls to be 
changed: and though they have ſcarce ſo much 
lirenpth as to turn them on tbeir beds, yet their 
warefare againſt principalities, powers, and ſpiritual 
wickedneſs is but commenced ; their work is 
great, their diſadvantages many, and the time very 
ſhort that is before them. Perhaps they ave dull 
Ad infenſcde, amd we ſhall hardly perſuade them of 
their danger. They will acknowledge they are ſin- 
bers, and fo are all others as well as they: they 
uult to the mercies of Chriſt, and have confidence 

. . _ enough 
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enough of their ſalvation; and cannot be perſuaded 
they want any thing that is neceſſary for the fame, 
Others of theſe, again, are ſeized with fear, and cal 
for the Miniſter to comfort them, What ſhall be 
do? Shall he tell them that afl their terrors are juſt 
and it is now 00 late to repent ? 1 know ſome &. 

893 ig ins este, and wink the 

| ta left n def Bet, fure, it were a {af 
2 for a ;oifter, wo 9 to viſit a df 
mag, only to tell him he is damned; and withal it 
is too great boldneſs in us, to limit the grace and 
mercy of God. True and ſincere repentance wil 
ne ver come too late; but certainly a death-bed t 
pentance is ſeldom fincere + and it is hard either for 
the Miniſter or the man himſelf, to tell, whether 

it be only the fear of hell, or a true and godfy ſch. 
"row that he feeleth in his ſoul. | All that a Miniſter 
can do, is, to preſs him to all poſſible 1ſcriouſach, 
and to reſign himſelf to God for the event; or 0 
lay before him in general, che terms and conditions 


of the goſpel covenant : the applieatoa wilt be ha 


uncegtain. 
Theſe and many more, are the difficulties of the 


Miniſterial function. It was net whom à pan 
dral of resſun that owe of the ferhors did call n 
r er : 4 & weiße 
+ ** upger which angels ſhoalders might ſhrink.” 
Hence it was that the holy men of old have betn 
ſo mightily aftaid to undertake it. Jeremiah, who 
was fſanftified from the womb, and ordained a Pf. 
phet to the nations, when he received his commiſich 
he cried out, 45, Lord God, behold, I cannot ſpedt, 
| * T am a child. And Ezekiel, though ſtrenpth- 
. enced and confirmed by God, yet went unwilling; 


yea, in the bitterneſt and 2 210 5 ff Ju 
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And, in the ancient church, the more eminent and 
great perſons were in piety and worth, the more 
{crfible they were of the greatneſs of this charge, 
2nd the more loth to engage in it. Some of them 
have fled into the mountains and defarts, or hid 
themſcives in the dens and caverns of the earth; 
aod were. more afraid N be laid hands on by the 
Biſhop, than by the — blood petſecutors. eee 
mes did r and it is | 
ported, that after he Sie — hard all nigh 
he found himſelf next morning at the outer gate of 
that ity he endeavoured to avoid. Gregory Naz 
anzen,\, being, taken in his flight, and ordained 
force, did compoſe that exceilent oration which iz 
74 the begirming of his works; wherein he doth 
fen expreſs the greatneſs and the danger of 
r miniſtry, that th&reading of it (and I with it wen 
3 frequently and attèntirely read) might, I think, d 
h oo to quell the cogfidence of the moſt = 
truders. Anguſtine dentered by chance into 1 
10 wy of Zippo, juſt ad the Biſhop Valerius u 
peaking to the people doncerning the choice of & 


be WM Miniſter, of whom they (todd in great need. He 

„ grefeoily pitched ypon, and altgolt ordained by f 
" ſter be bad, with tears, dephecated the charge 
2 


ig theſe ſtrange terms, A [ vultis ut eres 
? intimating the hazard he ſhould thereby rum 
n nd Chryſaſtam profeſferh of himſelf\that,” when 
0 as chaſen to a biſhoprick, his ſoul ahd body we 
» umoſt parted aſunder, fo great was the grief and. 
J r that ſeized upon his ſpirits ; and tha he a 
1 y times wonder how it had ever entred \gto't 
inds of thoſe that choſe him, or what great 
at church had been guilty of, which had provoke 
io ſuſſorrit hi companted to ſuoh an 
o ſenſiole were theſe excellent men of the 
| difficulties 
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difficulties of this holy function, even in thoſe fr} 
and golden ages of the church: and certainly they 
are much augmented- to: us, who live in theſe — 
of time, wherein religion is almoſt baniſhed out of 
the world, the principles of it called in queſtion by 
many pretenders to judgment and wit, and the pn. 
Rice not only neglected but derided ; inſomuch that 
men are frighted from godlineſs by the ER that 
lieth-upon it: M . ar, d m hand, 
We have a world of wiekedneſa to fight againit; aud 
auh is ſufficient for theſe things ? 


Thus, having proſecuted the importance of the Mb 
text. it is time to make ſome application of it. Wan; 
And, frſt, 1 ſhall addreſs my ſelf to thoſe of the : 
of 


laity who vouchſafe us their preſence, that they may 
not think their time miſ-ſpent in ſome don auend- 
ance, 

You ſee, gaps fur, what a weighty * dif- 


cuk charge they have to whom your fouls are com- 
mitted. Whence is it then that ſome of, eu a@ 
count the Miniſterial function the moſt uſeleſs em- 
ployment in the common wealth, and that which 
might be moſt calily ſpared ? and that Miuiſters have 
eaſy lives, gaining their living by the 5reath of their 
mouths, as ſome of you are pleaſed to word it! 
'Whence is it that this holy calling comes to be ſo 
much deſpiſed. and that the names of Miniſter, Par- 
fon, or Prieſt, are become words of ignominy and 
contempt? And whatever advantages of birth and 
education a Miniſter may have, yet his employment 
is thought enough to degrade him, and put him be- 
low every one that can pretend to the name ofa 
Gentleman ? 

Agam. How comes it that thoſe ſmalkgleanings 
of the church's patrimony which ſacrilege and op- 
preſton have left us, ſhould yet be envied, and ou 
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e Ned upon with an evil eye ? and that a clergyman, 
who has ſpent his time and much of lis forane in 
de /c42ols o the Prophets, to fit himſelf for that 
by WY employment wherein he may be moſt beneficial to 
a» WH mackind, ſhouldvyembe maligned for a ,h annuity 
at WM during life, which perhaps amounts not to the gains 
of the meaneſt tradeſmen? And yet, if thoſe perſons 
uad choſen another employment, had tk Gra or 
n far they nde, perhaps they would have 
had parts and abilities ſufficient to have advanced 
ie WM themſelves to wealth and honours, as well as others, 
t. Wand would not have been envied for it. Ny beloved, 
e I account him not worthy of the name of a Min iſter 
ri who cannot patiently ſuffer injury, con- 
+ W:cmpt, and:envy. But certainly it is no good part 
in the people, to put theſe upon them: it is a ſhrewd 
token that they have a ſmall regard to piety and 
religion, and that their own ſouls are the things 3». 
bent wom for which they have the lealt concern. 
Learn, I beſeech you, dage Ghwibians, learn to take 
more rational meaſures of things, Thinks how much 
you are indebted to the divine goodne(s, which hath 
taken ſo great care of your everlaſting happinels, as, 
to ſet apart an order of men, whoſe buſineſs it ſhall be 
to promote and advance it. Do all that ye can to en- 
courage and aſſiſt them in their work; give them the, 
cscouragement of your conſiant attendance, and aſ- 
| Wt them, by helping to inſtru thoſe children and 
| W'rrvants who are under your ſeveral: charges. Ap ; 
ply yourſelves ſrequemly to them for advice and di- 
reclion, and be often putting up that important que - 
lion, hat ſhall aue dato be ſaved ? Yield them that 
ſahmi and obcdicoce which is due unto them in 
the Lord. Go not to church to fit as judges, and 
enſure the ſermon when you return, If you be not 
Heaſed with it, your ignorance or indiſpolition. may 
! be 
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be the cauſe, and modeſty ſhould oblige you to i. WM” 


lence, ' If you be taken with what you have heard, K 
ſpend not ybur time in talk about it; practice is be 
beſt way to commend it. Beware of that ſpiritu 1 
pride and conceitedneſs, which makes the people n 
Arive with their prieft;* ; which the Prophet Hes 
notes as an heinous ſin, Finally, To ſum up your « 
duty in the Apoſtle's words, Obey them that bat “ 
the rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves : for thy Ml.” 
wwatch for your ſouls, as they that muſt give account: be 
that they may do it with joy, and not with grit: 
for that is unprofitable for you +, © | 8 


I might; in the next place, take an occaſion from 
what hath been ſaid, to preſs the great obligation Ml” 
that lieth on patrons of churches, to ſeek out, nd 
to make choice of thoſe whom they judge to be belt 
qualified for ſo high and weighty. a. charge; and 
might ſhew, that it is no ſmall guilt that he draws 1 
upon himſelf, who preſents a perſon to the care of 
Huli, of whoſe prudence and fidelity it may be he MW *" 

” hath ſo little confidence, that he durſt not intrult 
him with the management of his fortune, or the u-: i ** 

tory of his child; while perhaps others are over 
looked, that might be capable to do much more ſer- 
vice in the church, merely becauſe they have ot 
the good luck to be related or recommended to the 
patron, or becauſe they have leſs money, or more 
conſcience than to bargain for the living. But I for- 
bear this: and ſhall crave liberty of this wepgrabt 
auditory,” to take this occaſion of doing ſomething 
that relates to my particular function , in ſpeaking 
little to thoſe ſons of the Prophets, thoſe candidatt 
of holy orders, whale diligence and ſtudy aim at tht 

mini/iry, and who are to be employed in the r. 

| J 


Hoſ. iv. 4. + Heb. xiit. ry. | 
t Divinity Profeſſor in King's college in Aberdeen. 
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yard of God, when the preſent labourers ſhall be cal- 
led off to receive their reward.” You ſec, , what 
a dreadful and important charge it is to which you. 
Ipire. Conſider, I beſcech you, what great pains 
are neceſſary to fit and qualify you for it. Ordina- 
ry callings are not learned without a long apprentice- 
ſhip, and will the art of governing ſouls be learned 
on a ſudden ? It is not knowledge of controverſy, 
or the gitt of eloquence, much leſs a {trong voice and 
bold conſidence, that will qualify you for it. The 
errors that abound among us, make it neceſſary in- 
deed that you ſhould know how to deal with the ad- 
rerſaries ; for the c/ergy are many times put to the 
pals the Jeauſ were at the building the ſecond temple; 
with one hand they muſt build the houſe of God, and 
with the other they muſt hold a weapon® : yet cer- 
tainly your greateſt work lies within, in purifying , 
your minds, and learning that wiſdom which is ne- 
ceſſary for ſouls. Begin then, I pray you, and 
preach to your paſſions, and try what good you can 
do to your friends and neighbours. Study that 
gravity and ſeriouſneſs, that humility and ſclf-denial, 
that purity and mortification that becometh thoſe 
who may one day ſtand in fo near a relation to God, 
and bear ſo eminent a charge in his church. Be not 
wo haſty and forward in ruſhing into publick; it is 
beiter you be drawn than ran. Nazianzen com- 
plains of ſome in his time, who with profane hearts 
nd unwaſhed hands did ruſh into the Y function, 
and, before they were fit to receive the lacrament, 
would take upon them to celebrate it; and though 
they be not come unto the age of men, if they have 
learned ſome pious words, think themſelves fit to be 
orerſeers of others : O prafetteriy | G clatum a- 
wm / Sycor claw 4 nnr Samuel! _ 


* Nch. iv. 17. 
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& magefies furs ! This, I ſay, was the humour 
ſome in his days; and I am afraid the caſe is not 
much better in ours. But if you be truly ſenſibſe ot 
what you are to undertake, you would think ng 
time too much to be ſpent in preparation for it. 

It remains yet that I addreſs myfelf briefly to you, 
my Reverend brethren, and Right Reverend Father, 


We have been endeavouring to Jay before you the 


importance and difficulty of your employment; and 
ye know them much better then we can tell you, 
But theſe things ought not to diſcourage you, or 
make you faint under the weight, but rather to 2. 
nimate and excite your care. As Alexander ſaid 
once of an eminent hazard he had encountered, that 
row he hath met with a danger worthy his courage: 
ſo may I ſay of your work, that it is a buſineſs 
worthy your zeal, and the love and affection which 
you owe unto your blefſed maſter. And indeed ye 
can give no greater teſtimony of it, than by a faith- 
ful and conſcientious diſcharge of the duties of your 
calling. If your work is great, your reward is in- 
fnitely greater; and you have omnipotence engag: 
ed in your aſſiſtance. Up and be doing and the Lord 
ſhall be with you. Only, let us be careful ro main» 
tain ſuch a deep and conſtant ſenſe of the engages 
ments we ly under, as may awaken us unto the 
greateſt diligence and watchfalneſs both over oor 
ſelves and others. | 

As for the particulars of your duty. I dare net 
take upon me to be an inſtructor, who have much 
more need to learn my on; yet, ſince I am not 
placed here to be altogether ſilent, I Thall offer to you 
the Apoſtle's exhortation to Titus, chap. ii. 15. and 
take liberty to init a little upon the particulars of 
it: Theſe things ſpeak and exhort, and rebuke will 


ell authority, Let no man deſpiſe thee, Thi 
things 
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things [peak : Here he pointeth at that hic gught 
to. be the matter of our doctrine and in{kraQtion, 


We are not to entertain our people with ſubtile ſpe-" 


culations, metaphyſical niceties, perplexed notions, 
and *ſovliſh queſtions, which ingender ſiriſe* 5 bat 
let us /peak the things which become ſound dectrine. 
Let us frequently inculate the great and uncontro- 
rented truths of our religion, and trouble our people 
no further with controverly than neceſſity doth re- 

vire, Let us ſtudy to acquaint them with the te- 
nor of the goſpel covenant, and what they mult do 


to be ſaved ; to inform them of the particular duties 


they owe beth to God and man: for the Apoſtle 
had before been ſpeaking of the duties to be recom- 
mended to every one according to their ſeveral capa- 
cities and relations. And indeed it were not amiſs, 
that, in catechizing, Miniſters would bring home 
the articles of faith by practical improvements, both 
teaching men their particular duties, and preſſing 
them to the performance. But it is not enough to 
ſpeak theſe things, to tell men what is incumbent up- 
on them ; we mult beſides endeavour to excite and 
ſir them vp by the moſt powerful an: effectual per- 
ſuaſions: the judgment being informed, we mult dg 
all to influence the aſſections. And this is the pro- 
per uſe of our preaching : which, though it be over» 


valued by thoſe who place all religion in hearing, 


jet certainly it is of excellent uſe, and ought to be 
managed with a great deal of care, Let the matter 
be weighty and grave, the method plain and clear, 
the expreſſion neither ſoaring on the one hand, nor 
too familiar on the other. Some good men are nat 
avare what contempt they draw on religion by their. 


coarſe and homely alluſions, and the filly and trivial 


proverbs they make uſe of. Nor ſhould our expreſ- 
L tions 


*2 Tim, ji, 23. 


/ 


of a neighbouring nation have, who make ſome cos 
ſiderable pauſe when they have done wich a point, 
"that they may Taiſe their ſouls towards God, and 


the perſons under our charge. Intereſt and ſelf-love 
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ſions be too ſoft and effeminate, nor our pronouns 
tion affected or childiſh Religion is a rational and 
manly thing, and we ſhould (trive to recommend it 
with the greateſt advantage. But, above all, let u 
ſtudy ſuch a zeal and fervour, as, flowing from the 
deep ſenſe of the thing we ſpeak, and being regulat- 
ed with prudence and decency, may be fittelt 0 
reach the heart of the hearers, The vulgar that 
commonly ſit under the pulpit, (as the excellent 
Herbert ſpeaks), are commonly as hard and deadas 
the ſeats they fit on, and need a mountain of fre to 
kindle them. The beſt way is, to preach the things 
firſt to ourſelves, and then frequently to recollect in 
whoſe preſence we are, and whoſe buſineſs we ue 
doing. And T think it no ſmall advantage that ſome 


that the people may renew their attention. 

But, when we have done all that we can by pu- 
blick and general exhortation, we ſhall effeQuate 
very little without a more particular application t0 


will blind the eyes, and ſtop the cars of men, and 
make them ſhift off from themfelves thoſe ad 
monitions from the pulpit that are diſpleafing : and 
therefore we are commanded not only to reach ant 
exhort, but alſo to rebuke auith all authority. Now, 
thoſe whom we are to rebuke, are either perſons ofa 
different perſuaſion, who diſſent from our religion, 
or withdraw from our ordinances 3 and theſe mol 
be dealt with very patiently, and with much long 
ſuffering. *Tis not to be expected, that an hall 
conference, or an abrupt diſputation, ſhould previ 
with thoſe who have been long habituated to fall 


perſuaſions, and perhaps have drunk them in wit 
; ihe 


TY Wa Las ems 3X 


” ©S ww 


E 7 1% aft «Aa 


wr 
Cy 


[0 
ſe 


Wie. IX. of the Minifterial undi. 243 


the firſt of their ſerious thoughts and religious incli- 
nations. We mult firſt ſtudy to combat the perverie- 
deſs of their will, the prejudices of the world, the 
defire of victory and applauſe, their pre engagement 
in2 party, and their ſhame and unwillingneſs to 
yield ; and ſtrive to render them meek and pliable, 
and ſincerely deſirous to know the truth, When we 
hare obtained this, they will be both more eaſily 
convinced, and more inexcuſable, if ghrovgh weak» 
dels they (till continue in their errors. But let us 
never reit in baving drawn over a perſon io our 
party, till we have engaged him to ſeriouſneſs in the 
practice of religion: for, if he continue 2 Hanger to 
wit, it is liule mater. whether he be Prote/tart 

Papiſt, Pagan or Mabomelan, or any thing el 

the world; nay, the better hig religion is, 

dreadfal will his condemoation be. It was an 
excellent ſaying of an eminent and holy perſon yer 
zee in our church, T hat he would rather be inſtru · 
mental in perſuading one man to be ſerious in reli- 
gion, than the whole nation to be Conformills. The 
other ſort of perſons we have to rebuke, are thoſe 
of our own religion, for the vices and failings of 
their lives, And this muſt be done with a great 
deal of courage and zeal, of prudence and difcreti- 
on, of meckneſs and love, More knowing. and in- 
genious perſons may be dealt with ſometimes by ſe · 
cret inſinuations, and oblique refleftions on the vices 
they are guilty of; and we may ſometimes ſeck a 
way to reprove their failings, by regretting and con- 

demning our own, But that artiſice is not neceſſar 
lor the vulgar : having proteſted our love and — 
mentions, it will be bell to fall roundly to the mat- 
ter. Now, this does ſuppoſe a great deal of care, 
to acquaint ourſelves with the humours and conver - 
lation of our people; and the name of watchmen 
L 2 that 
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that is given us, implieth no leſs. And though the 

lamentable valtneſs of tome of our charges make it 
inpollible to do all that we coud-with, yet mult ue | 
not fail to do all that we can, It is an cxcellent Wl | 
practice of ſome I have the happineſs to be acquaint- WM ; 
ed with, wha ſcl.lom mifs any day wherein they do 
not apply themſclres to ſome or ather of their , 
p:ople, and treat about the affairs of their fouls, 
Another thing which. may be implied in ri Ml , 
evith all authority, is, the conſcientious excerciſe of f 
that authority which Chrilt hath given vs in the pu- 

blick cenſures and rebukes of the church. But of 
this I ſhall ſay no more, ſave only that it were an in- 
toferable preſumption, and horrid ſacrilege, to make WM ., 
uſe of theſe to ſerve the ends of our paſlion and pu , 
vate revenge. ” f 
The laſt clauſe of the paſſage we cited ſounds, . 
ſomewhat ſtrange, Let no man deſpiſe thee, Sura | 
no body deſires to be deſpiſed 3 and it is not al vais 
in the power of man to hinder it, But the meaning 
of the words is, that there ſhould be nothing in our 
carriage and deportment which may deſerve con 
tempt, We ought Gill jo heve chat apolegy of whe 
orator in reddineis. Pais freer? conternptumme nm? 
KK puidom nw: vitheo paid fr in cura meribuſgue w. 
Aris guad tefgivere fait. There is nothing that 
doth expoſe a Miniſter to ſo much contempt, as a mi» 
tious and irreligious deportment. Even thoſe who 
are profane themſelves, and love vize in their other 
companions, do yet abhor it in a clergyman, # 
thinking it too groſs and diſingenuous, to prafik 
all the week what he hath been condemning on S Hat 
£4 ay, I ſhall-nor inſiſt upon the groſſer ſort of vices Nun 
Iwo tam c, omi de gcc -* 1 would oo, N 9h 
bode ſo much evil to the church as to imagine the 122 


clergy capable of them, I ſhall point but 10 a 
things. 
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wings, which, though Jeſs henious in their nature, 
tend to the contempt and diſteſpe & of the clergy, 
And, firſt, the lealt imputation of cc el9uſneſs 
doth a great deal of miſchief this Way, And ye 
tao it will bs reckoned covetouſneſs in you, which 
s got fo in others. You will be more blamed for 
o teking your own, than they for incroaching on their 
( peioh ours. and therefore, to prevent this imputa- 
tion, fo far as the meanneſs of a Miuiſter's proviſi- 
7 WM or, and neceſftty of bis family, will pertait. he ſhould 
k ace hamſelf frank and liberal in. bis dealings, eſpe- 
„oh the poorer ſort, | 
f Another occaſion of contempt is, the too much 


* WH frcquenting the company of the laicks, and a Vain 
end tr. Ping converſation. among them. St vs 

F Wing, 4 he Was that ele Wh oi din, 
an uu cht H, CONT alis contempribates 77 74 
1122 And * 0 Leren to Nati is vety C 
I krreable, 15 agile cont? cr an Pr ante 

8 1 ag) 5 A Miniiter ia his conver- 
1 fatic an ought carefuily to avoid all ſooliſn and ex- 
eee jelting, and immederate mirth, I could 


er think it a good character of © clergyman, to cull 
i lin a merry fellow, ora notable dro't ; and yet Ido 
dor condemn Al ehcartulnel(s and freedom nor tie 
' Wh ffocent exerciſes f ut. Bet it is one thing. to 
unc uſe of theſe now and then whenthe y,con cnn 
dot way, and airother, to fearch and hunt after 
them; and thole who have the kaack of it, 41 C 
Rady engugh to fall into excgts. Pl 
A third xhing. which will bring a clergymap jor 
contempt, is, an unallowabic Pati ace in heanny his 
matter diſhonour..” by the oaths and profarc talk uf 
thoſe of whom he fiandeth in. awe. by 3 GEE, 
ere bot the eommun pugnintes of - 


| Bapiy apd henevr, they witht wle js w bert 
L 3 rio. 
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theſe as greater aſſronis thay if men {ſhould ſpits 
qur tapes ; and yet this is but one of the meaneſt es 
gagements that lie upon us, to check theſe cxonts 
tancies with the greateſt ſeverity, At 

I ſhall name but another; and it is this; wha 
men, on dclign to avoid this contempr, would ſera 
to diſclaim their employment, by imitating the ban 
and deportment of ſecular perſons ; when they ſtudy 
the gentleman fo much, that they forget the clergy 
man, If we be «ſhamed of our own employmen, 


no wonder if others deſpiſe it. Fer diſſesent w 
the thoughts gf that werthy 7 "with and exce 
lent Miniſter, whom I named before, that ſwe: 
Gnger of //rae/, Mr. Herbert, who, the ſame nigh 
that he was admitted into the office of the miniſt 
Kid to his friend, “I yow look back on my afpiri 


* thoughts, and I i on more happy, - 


« if T had attained what IU ambitiouſly thirſted for 
* And I can now bchold the court with an imparti 
© eye, and ſec plainly, that it is made up of fra 
| [ and titles, and flautery, and 8.5 ſuch other may 
pinary painted pleaſures, greateſt ambition 
from henceforth ſhall be, har { briog glory 5 
of Jeſus, whom I have this day taken to be my m 
ter and governor; and am fo 0 0 of his ſe 
vice, that I will always obſerve and obey, and «q 
| his will, and always call him Feſus wy maſter, 
iT will always contemn my birth, and any title. 
dignity that can be conferred upon me, when 
ſhall compare them with'the title ot being a Pri! 
and ſerving at the altar of Jeſus my maſter.” - | 
ag) aftraid I have inergaghed tao far on 
tizage- I ſhall clole all with the ſerious obſervaiin 
of our great Apolile to Timethy Which you mu 


believe 1 durſt not utter in my own name, but in ic 
ba 
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game of the great maſter of us all: 7 charge thee be- 
fore Cad, and the Lord Feſus Ghrift, aubo ſhall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, and 
his kingdom e preach the word, be inftant in ſeaſen, 
and out of ſeaſ1n': reprove, rebuke, exhert with all 
long ſuferirg and dactrines. And the Lord of his 
mercy, fo aſſiſt and profper'us all in his own work, 
that we may be the happy inſtrument of advancing 
his kingdom, and the welfare of fouls, through Je- 
jus Chriſt our Lord. To whom, Gs. 
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A SERMON preached at the funeril 
of the Revd. Henry Scougal, A. M. 


By George Gairden, D. D, 


PHIL, i. 21. 
For me to live is Chriſt, and Io die is gain. 


T - hath been the uſual practice of all nations & 
[ te world, of whatſcever religion, ſect, or per- 
ſuaſion, to leave upon record to after ages, the 
lives and memorable actions of thoſe who have been 
eminent among them tor great or good things. And 
howerer this. praQice may have been abuſed, ſunt 
times to ſerve the intereſt of a ſect or party, or other 
undue ends; yet that the memory of good mer 
ougęht thus tg be tranſmitted to polierity, may be de- 
duced both from ſeripture and common reafon ; it 
being fir thus to manifeſt the grace and goodneſs of 
God in men, ard thereby to adrance his glory and 
kingdom; and to make their light ſo ſhine before 
ere rs, that they may be oſetvl iaſtructions to the 
world, and incentives 10 follow their examples. To 
this we owe the remembrance of all thoſe good and 
great men recorded in the Old Teſtameat: nay, 01 
this is grounded the eſtabliſhment. and purity of ou! 
mot holy religion. We have |, us the memonta's 
of the life and doQrine of our bleited Eord and ma 
iter in the holy goſpels, and the acts of his pollles, 
whom he ſent to convert the world. And the piovs 


Chrittians of ſucceeding ages, according to this pt 
elch 
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tern, were \ careful} both by publick d ſcourſes and 
writings," to awaken their own and after times, with 
the. remembrance of the zeal and picty of holy aud 
devout perſons. | LS 

And gow, if, by the general prattice and conſent 
of all men, records of exemplary piety. and good- 
neſs be thus uſeful to poſterity. even though they 
be rangers to the perſons of thoſe whoſe lives and 
actions are tran{mitted to them; I am ſure we have 
much reaſon to think, that ſome ſeaſonable and uſe- 
ful meditations, at ſuch a time and in ſuch a place aa 
this is, may have ſome influence on our minds, when 
we-have here before us the remains of our departed 
Mend, who hath fo lately left this world; whoſe 
preſenee and converſation was ſo comfortabſe to us; 
whole innocence and goodneſs were fo exemplary ; 
whoſe good will, affeAion, and beneficence were ſo 
fmcere and univerſal ; whoſe remembrance is ſo dear 
to us; who was fo much the y and bomar of oor 
Fareh, and (o-untyer (ally beloved and eſteemed by 
all. Sure the ſenſe of all theſe, and 1he fight of all 
this faneral-attendance, cannot but caſt our fouls in- 
to ſome deep thoughts. And to this I doubt not 
but your hearts bear witneſs, Would I could fay 
ſomething uſeful for your meditations, and ſuitable 
to your preſent remper and this ſubjet ! God alli t 
and direct our thoughts, 

When I reflect upon the life and ſpirit of our 
friend, {of the which 1 have had the honor and 
Heppineſs to have been fo frequent an obſerver), and 
when I confider the conſtant temper and diſpoſition 
of his ſoul, as to this and the other world, the great 
feſignation of his mind, his willingneſs to (lay here, 
that he might do ſome ſervice to his ever bleſſed ma- 
ker and redeemer ; and yet his chearful thoughts and 
pęreheuſious of that happineſs that is above, and his 

L 5 ardent 
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ardent breathings after it; methioks I hear alway 
from him the words of St. Paul, To me to lite u 
Chriſt, and to die is gain. 3 
an, mar with d vc reading, fa, words ; | 
ul npgnapg. The bleſſed Apolile, being in bonds 
at Rome, writes this letter to the P+:{;pprans, to 
exhort them to a perſeverance in the faith of Chi, 
and to have their converſation ſuitable to iti. And, 
that they might not be diſcouraged by his bonds, he 
tells them.the happy fruits of them, how much te 
had conduced for the furtherance of the goſpel; MI / 
that the knowledge of his ſuffering with ſuch co: 
flancy for that religion which he had formerly 
zealouſly oppoſed, was ſpread throughout that Tiy, 
and maniſeſt in the palace itſelf : ſo that many thert- 
by were converted to the faith of Chriſt, and others 
ſtrengthened in it, and made more bold to preach 
the goſpel; fo that Chriſt was preached every where, 
by ſome out of envy at the glory and fame he 28. I - 
quired in planting the goſpel there, and by others in 
ſincerity, and out of love and good-will. So that WF 1 
he hoped, whither by life or death, Chrilt ſhould be ., 
magnified in him; if he lived. by his conſtapt preach» WW 
ing his goſpel, and living his life ; it he died, bly WI . 
ſigning the truth of it with his blood: For zue 1s lj, 
i: Chriſt. * The whole of my life in this word WW .. 
the end of my living here, the great aim of al ot 
„ my thoughts, and deſigns, and actions, is Chrilt; WM n 
* to be endued with his Spirit, and lead his lize; h % 
* ſpread his goſpel, and enlarge his kingdom. 1. 
have no other deſign than this. God knows, a il & 
the world foes, whether I mind riches, ot pier 
ſures, or gloey among men. No: 1 have conle* 
* created my lite and ſpirit to my bleſſed Lot 
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«and maſter ; and they ſhall be employed i in his ſec + 
„ice. Chriſt i is my life : fo that I live ; yet not {5 
« much I, as Chriſt that liveth in me. 

1 woeds but full of ſenſe and truth. They are 
ity oupiciians, Aral, when feaycb- 
nog ut fancy and" imagination at 

Agee of tem bet they contain the very mar- 

row of ten. and the whole of a Chriſtian ſpi- 
nt. the compleat character of his ſiſe, and a e 
jnſtruction for ours. And this will appear if we con- 
ſider a little more diſtindly their importance. For 
one to live to another may be ſaid in two reſpects, 
When he is caduer avith the ſæme ſpirit, and 
fame temper of mind, and leads the ſame kind o 
2. When his heart and his life is wholl 
love and ſervice ; when he loves hing 
ads nothing more than his intere{t* 
nd employs his life In ſerving his deſigns, and doin 
's WII. And, in both le reſpects. (which in 
ecd cannot be ſeparated). we "may conſider the As 
wor da, +» A. 40 five bs Cre, or, Chet — 
life. 
1 Firſt, As he was endued with the ſpirit, and 
led the life of his bleſted maſter ; Be ye /ellonvers of 
we, faith he, even as I alſo am cf Cl . And in- 
deed this is the great deſign of Chriſtianity, and the 
traeſt character of a Chriſtian, All our duty and all 
our happineſs conſiſis in the being like unto God, 
and the living in that dependence vpon, and ſubjecti- 
on to him, that reaſonable creatures owe their al- 
mi igbty creator. Now, ſceing Cod dwelleth in that 
light which nc man can approach unto, whom no man 
tat ſeen nor can fee ; therefore the only begotten 
, which is in the boſom of the Father, he hath 
didarta him. He hath clothed himſelf with our 
ficlh, and become man, and converſed amongſt us 
L 6 like 
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like one of ourſelves, and ſhewn us what the Father 
is, and how we muſt be like him. Would we knoy 
how God would live amongſt es, were he clothed 
with our nature and infirmities. if he dwelt in our 
fichh, and were viſible to our eyes? Behold the Sa 
of God, conſider his life and Spirit, and this is the 
life of God ; for he is the brizhrneſs of his Father, 
Flory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, Would 
we learn how far our nature is capable of being lie 
unto God. how we mult be partakers of the divine 
nature, and be renewed in the ſpirit of our minds, 
putting on the new man, Hh aſter God i or-aned 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs ? Conſider Jeu 
Chriſt, ſubject to the infemitics of our nature, and 
living the life of God. Behold, he hath given us an 
example, that we ſhould follow his ſteps Ile is the 
light of the world; and they that follcau him, hall 
r5t a in darkneſs, In him was liſe, and bit 
life was the light of men, though darkneſs compre- 
hended it not. Conſider the profound humility of 
his foul ; the great meeknefs of his ſpirit ; the entre 
reſignation of his will to his heavenly Father ; tbe 
unſpotted purity of his defirzs and affections, wholly 
mortitied as to this lower world; the ardency of his 
love to God, and his zeal and delight to do his will; 
his wonderful patience under the greateſt ſufferings; 
his unintereſted, ſincere, and boundleſs charity to- 
wards men, doing good even to thoſe who hated and 
perſecuted him, and dying for thoſe who crucified 
him, In theſe, and in all other graces, he hath 


gone before us, and called upon us to learn of him, 
and follow him, For this end did he live and die, 
to endue us with his Spirit, and change our nature 
iato his. He humbled himſelf to our nature, that 
he might make us partake of his: he hath fe- 


vealed unto us the nature of God, and his undeſer: 
ve 
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ved grace and goodneſs to us, and our unſpeakable 


miſcry, and corruption, and eſt rangement from our 
heavenly father; and hath put us again into a capa» 
city of being his children, he himſelf becoming our 
elder brother. He hath raiſed us unto the hopes of 
the enjoyment of God for evermore in boundleſs fe · 
kicity, that we might thus purify ourſelves as God is. 
pure. Ile hath breathed his Holy Spirit into the. 
world, to inſpire us with his life, and changed us in» 
to his image; and he hath told us, that. without this 
we ſhall-never ſee the face of God. Wie bave there- 
ſors all ie igatiens in the world to make Chriſt 
eur life, and to follow Jeſus. This is the only mark. 
and character whereby God. will own and! acknow- 
ledge us for his. It is, befides, our greateſt glory 
and honour, to imitate ſo bleſſed an example, and a 
wonderful expreſſion of goodneſs and condeſcenſion, 
for the Son of God to come down from heaven to 


\ 


give us this pattern, He is the molt perfect example 


of purity and holineſs, in whom there was no ſpot 
nor blemiſh, who had no fin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth; but his life was uniform, and always 
pure, and conſtant to himſelf. And yet he hath gi- 
yen us the molt plain and familiar copy, and the moſt 
exactly fitted to the (tate and condition of men in 
this world. He did not retire into cells and cloiſters, 
as if none could walk as he walked but monks and 
recluſes ; but he converſed freely in the world, and 
lived in cities and villages, in company and converſe 
with others. His piety did not break forth into ſe· 
vere faſting, and an exceſs of other bodily aulterities, 
a ecſtatick raptures, and enthuſiaſtick fits, ſuch as 
the lives of the famed ſaints of the Romiſh church 
are ſtuſſed with; but it was a plain life, of juſtice 
and charity, meekneſs and humility, patience and 
contentedneſs, and a readineſs to do good to all 


men; 


-» What conformity is there in our outwar 
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men ; e ther. is imitablo by all,-from-the greate 
prince do the pooreſt peaſant. The very importance 
of our mme —— the ealling- ourſelres 
Chriſtians, obliges us do follewẽ the example, and 
lead the life of Chriſt, - Aed, if we mean not this 
by n. we mean nothing to the purpoſe : for he that 
faith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo to walk, 
even as he walked. Nay, it is this only, the being 
endued with his fpirit, that can entitle us to an inte - 
reſt in him, and that happineſs he hath purchaſed 
for us : for / any man hath not the Spirit o, Ghrit 
he it none of his; fo great and many are the ovlipat. 
ons that we hive to follow Jeſus. His commands 
are nothing but the tranſcript of his own life and Spirit: 
we ought always to have him in our eye, and io e- 
very diſpoſition of our ſoul, in every undertaking and 
defign ; to conſider how our bleſſed maſter would 
have done i in theſe circumſtances, and aſpire always 
to have the ſame mind that was in him; and never 
reſt till Chriſt be formed in us. 
| But, alas ! how unlike are we to the holy Jeſus 
Chriſlians in name and profeſhon, but not in 40 
and in truth. w unwor dy a oharadter would 4 
ekt of m, eaſure him by the lives and ſpiri 
þf thoſe who call themſelves his followers ? Alas 
what paſſages or pertag of life can we ſay ſincere! 
o me to live is Chriſt ? 
e ſame deſigns? Are we en 
is boundleſs charity ; Do our 
God, or have we ſuch a ſiacere 
ighbours; Are our deſires and: afte 
this world, and ohe d tou 


lives unto 


his moſt holy laws ? Where is that fo vardnels to 

do good to all men, that meek ſuffering of 1nju- 

1 and rcauy forgiving of ænemics, and 00103008 
good 
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yaod ? Js ſcraping and ſerambm afeor wealth, and 
this world's wrifles ; is voting and wallowing indenſu 
of plenfures, and — like brutes; mn 
for places aud. glocy aeg men; 3 is friſe ard envy, 
contention and evil- S other ſuch like 
works of the fleſn ; are theſe, I ſay, becoming the 
followers of Jeſus Ghriſt ? ls this to live like him, 
or are they the fruits of his Spirit? - Nay, ſure, | 
in this our hearts cannot but condemn us; and alas 
our lives do teſtify againſt us. | 
xt indeed well might the Apoſtle ſay, To we 10 
is Chriſt, who was ſo much endued with hi 
and conformed to his life; whom nothi 
rate from the love of God; who rejoi 
| ſuffering his will, as in doing 18 w 
vas ſo often in labour, and ſtripes, and priſons, i 
yerils of all forts, in watching, and hunger a 
— in faltings;\ and cold, and nakedneſs; ſo fat 
he from enjoying the pleaſures of the world : 
vho knew ſo well botk how to abound and be in — 
and in whatſocver ſtatè, therewith to be content 
| vho was ſo much crucified, to the world, and the 
vorld unto him; whoſe love and charity was fo ex- 
rant and boundleſs towards his brethren, being 
ady to ſpend and to be ſpent for them, though t 
ore he loved, the leſs he -was loved again; w 
velled through the world to make men bette 
d ſpared no pains or labour to make them happ 
nding his life in this employment, and 'epdurin 
| kind of hardſtips in it. So that in a wo, h 
3 yar-cot fo moch he, as Chriſt that lixau i 
. IT LY „ wx hath, ax” Po 
II. But, ſecondly, theſe words do import, that 
his heart and life were devoted to the ſervice of 
Chriſt ; that he loved him above all things, and 


minded nothing woe ting his inteteſt, * 
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ed his life n ſereiag lis defiars, aud in doing his will 
and lived by his faith; The life of man in this world, 
is to be conſidered both as to the inward and-outward 
man; The former, which is that of the ſoul, con. 
fiſts in the underſtanding, the will. and the aff: gi 
ons; the other, being the outward life the conver- 
fation, is regulated according to the inward diſpo- 
fitions of the ſoul: And as à man's ſentiments and 
:diſpoftions are, ſuch is his life. Now, as the life 
of the body is ſtrangely diſordered; when the blood 
and ſpirits do not run in their ordinary courſe, but 
make convullive and involuntary motions, which 
arc nothing ufeful to the body, nor guided. by the 
will; fo the life of our fouls is ſo corrupred, as that 
we may-befaid to be dead while we live, when our 
judgement is blind and falſe, our will perverſe 
and crooked, our affections earthly and carnal, and 
we do not follow the will of God. And this is the 
Rate of our life by nature. What a ſtrange blind. 
neſs is there in the ſpirit of man? We underſtand al- 
moſt nothing of the greateſt things. and judge petvetſe- 
ly of other things. How little do we know of God, 
of our ſouls, of their miſery, or wherein their true 
happineſs conſills, or of the (tate after this life ? And 
how perverſely do we judge of the trifles of this lite, 
as if our happineſs and our all were ſummed up in 
them? How corrupt are the affections and ditpoli 
tions of our hearts! We-love what we ought to hate; 
vie truſt what will certainly fail us, and diltru{t that 
which ſhould be our only confidence; we fear that 
which can do us no harm, and are regardleſs of our 
greatelt dangers; we buſy ourſelves about triſſes, 
or things that will certainly zuin us, and do not mind 
our greateſt. intereſts. Now, Feſus Chrift is come 
into the world full of grace aud truth, to renew the 


ſpirit of our minds, aud to change the diſpoſition at 
our 
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dur hearta and tha courſe- of aur lives; and the life 
that we ought to lead, is by the faith of the Son of 
Cad. who loved us, and gave hbimfelt for us. We 
mult not live by ſenſe, and our own fooliſh paſhons, 
aud ſentiments of things; but according to thoſe ſen- 
timents and that faith that he by his word and Spirit 
inſpires us with. To ſerve Feſus Chriſt, is to live 

his faith; and 70 live by the ſaith of the Son of God, is 
o judge and eſteem of things as he has revealed them, 
ad 23 he would have us, and aegordipgly to guide 
and direct our hearts and lives; to love what he bids 
vs love, and hate what he would have us to hate ; 
to hope and truſt in his promiſes ; to do what he com · 
mands, and forbear and avoid what he. forbids ; and 
to employ our life in doing his will, ad ſeauing his 
defigns: He hath taught us to make a right judg : 
ment and eſtimate of things; to have a deep ſenſe 
of the unſpeakable miſery and ſin fulneſs of our core 
rupt nature, of the infinite greatneſs, goodneſs, and 
mercy of God, and the wonderful contrivance and 
v4lue of our redemption, He has ſhewn us the 
worth and the degeneracy of our fouls, and what 
great things they are capable of by the pure grace 
and favour of God, He hath laid open the deceit- 
ſul appearances of this preſent world. and the great 
moment of that eternity of joy or miſery that awaits 
vs hereafter. He hath made known to us what 
great things he bath done and ſuffered for us, and 
what boundleſs compaſſion and love he bas for ſuch 
vnceſerving creatures, Now, the ſpriog of that 
lſe we ſhould live by the faith of eſis Chri/t, is, 
to have our underſtandings renewed and enlightned, 
and to judge ſincerely and aright of theſe things, 
according as he who is truth itſelf hath revealed 
them unto us: and that not to gratify our curioſity in 
knowing them, or making them matter of * 
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and talk to others; for then we know nothing as we 
ought: but to have ſuch a deep ſenſe and feeling of 
them, as to enliven our hearts, and guide our pradiice, 
For then do we truly live by the faith of Chtil, 
when the ſenſe of our own ſiniulneſs and miſery (inks 
Jus into the deepeſt humility, and fincere-abhorrence 
of ourſelves ; and the thoughts of the wnipeakable 
goodneſs, love; and mercy of God, and what our 
ever bleſſed Redeemer hath done, foffered, and pur- 
chaſed for us, inipires our hearts with ardent love 
to them; and this becomes the ſpring of all our 
actions; makes us delight to do his will, and bc un 
pleafed w fafer ; and ſtudy alweys 0 promee 
Mis intertſt ic the werd, to make him be known and 
loved by all we can; and ſeek his glory and hates 
in all we do, and not eur own. 
Thus to us t live is brit. Thus 0 * 
guide ant underſtandiags by Wis light, tu initame ove 
hearts wah his lese, to (pana ofr lines in bis fre, 
u diveſt ont actions to fits glory. But, alas ! ho 
generally are thoſe who call * Chriſtians 
void of this life and ſpirit ? Wh is there that (ig: 
ecrely makes an eſtimate and judgement of things 
according to the light of Je, Chris“ that thus 
hubſelf maly worthy to be harad by al? that really 
eounts the honours and promotions, the wealth and 
pleaſures of this world, as ſo many ſnares to his ſoul? 
that heartily values the favour and approbatign/# 
God beyond the eſteem and praife of men? And bow: 
erer ſame men may have ſome froitleſs ſpeculations i 
their under{tandinys about fuch like truths; yet, 2 
las ! how few ſuffer them to ſink deep into their bearts 
and direct their lives? Where is the love of Feſu? 
the lively hopes and ardent delires after the glory h 
is to be revealed ? the true fear of God, or iruſt in bias 
ei 
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r a fincere-defire and delight to do his will? A4 
whatever profeſſions may be made of all theſe, yet 
where do the fruits of them appear in mens lives and 
converſations? for the tree is known by its fruit. How 
few aQions are there that ſeem to proceed from the 
hearty love of Chriſt ? Wherein do we ſincerely aim 
at the good of men, and the happineſs of their ſouls? 
When do'we ſingly propoſe to ourſelves the glory of 
God, und the doing him ſervice ? What inſtances + 
are there in our converſation that feems to flow from 
an unfeigned humility, and truly mean thoughts of 
ourſelves? Alas ! it would puzzle us, I fear, to in- 
ſtance che action or period of our liſe that flowed 
purely from ſuch principles, We are crentores of 
ſenſe, and guided by other meaſures; the love of re- 
putation among men; concern for the convenien- 
vie and pleafures- of this life, and an averſion to 
the troubles of it; 4 deſire of tranſoending others 
in power, wealth. and knowledge; a natural floth 
of ſpirit, and inconſide ration of mind; and, "which 
is the root of alf pride, and a blind and inordinate 
ſelf love: Thee are the fprings that put all 
in motion; by theſe principles we are guided in 
ovr-defigns, they mingle themſelves with our beſt 
performances : and an impartial confideration may 
make us ſenſible, that there are few actions wherein 
ſome one or other of theſe have not always a great 
broke and intereſt. "£42414 ST 
But it is far otherwife with St. Paul; who 
however before his converſion he was ated bye blind 
zeal, yet no fooner had that glorious light which 
dazzled the eyes of his body, enlightened thoſe of 
bis mind, but he made appear by his lite and ſpirit, 
that he lived by the faith of the Son of God, and 
that to him 10 live was Chriſt. How did, that light 
ud life ſhine before meo, and how manifeſt were 
they 
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they in him, who counted all things but dung ad WM. 
: loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift 7: 10 
ſus ? who gloried in nothiag ſo much as his cr-ſ5, ty 
ewhich the world was crucified to him, and he uni- 
the world? who reckoned the ſufferings of this pre 
ſent time not worthy to be compared wilh the glin 
that is to be revealed? whpp qeuhir wendy 
„nor this croſſes and afflictions, 
mer, the power or malice of devils and mes coul 
parave fromthe love of Chriſt ? who gloried in nc 
ing more than in ſuffering for him? whoſe 2: 
as ſo great, and his induſtry and diligence ſo vig 


bliſhment and propogytion of the goſpel in that a 
| ſacceeding generations? a ſingle paſſage of one 
hich occaſioned the converſion of one of the grea 
fathers of the church: yn which holy epiſtle t 
hriſtian doctrine is ſo well repreſedted ; wherein per 
ons of all ranks and conditiohg have their duties 
arly deſcribed ; where „and paſtors, an 
ople rich and poor, huſband wife, parent 
d children maſters and ſervants c the profpero: 


the afflicted, may learn their Chia duty 
in 4 mopear ci Cl lan | 
But I forbear to Ipeak 06 that great Apoſtle of 


the Gentiles, ,” The preſent occaſion leads us i 


nor ſhall 1 prefume to make a parallel. I kno 
there is one glory of the ſun,.. another. of the mn 

4 another of the fare ; and one ſtar differeth fron] 
other in glory, As the happineſs of the other] 
world, fo the piety and goodneſs of this have thei 

egrees and meaſures, IL hail only conſider for our! 
* ent hte 77 
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zutruction, how in its own meaſure the life and ſpirit 
of our fiiend de breath forth the ſame ſentiments, 
r ne to live is Chrift ; how his hfe and example, 
his converſation. and inſtructions, his thoughts and 
deſigns, the'inward enJowments and diſpoſitions of 
+ foul, and the gutward deportment and actions of 
s life, were, as to che , the ft uus and ee 

a Chriſtian ſpirit, of a boly and vine GS way; 
ind; and how they all tended and were employ 
a increaſe the ſame in himſelf, and ſtir it up in 5 


. ers, and to revive ſomething of the ancient Chri- 
an picty and goodneſs in the — | | 
ne te lite is ch. amen well may at 
id of his life, whoſe e ly beginnings and firſt bloſ 
ere ſeaſoned with pious inclinations, as wel 
torer periods of it The right managin 
childhood, is ordinarily the leaſt o 
and any pious exerciſes are uſual 
e leaſt of childens thoughts. Every trifle tick les 
cir fancies, ard Wkes up their fpirits : little 
$ and eyvies, anddother iſſues of our natural cor 
ption, begin to ſproyr/forth even in that te 
e. But in our deceaed friend, as it was his fa 
er's pious deſign to deve him to the ſervice 
od and his church in th holy function, who di 
ere fore take a ſuitable care Even of his infancy and 
iIdhood ; {@ his pious inclina and the ſuitabl 
diſpoſitions of his 7 nit, did he with it 
Ind he gave early — of chem̃ even in thoſe 
* years. He was not taken up wu the pla 


5 


nd little diverſions of thoſe of his age, (which chi] 
rea ſo much dote upon); but upon ſuch agcalio 
v9 uſually retire from them; and that not out 
lleceſs of humour, or dulneſs of ſpirit, (the ſweet 
ls and ſerenity of whoſe temper did even then 


pert), but dat of u Ad. of wind, gong 
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| and employing. hes ir 
ayer and ſuch ſerious thoughts as that age 
of. Sometimes he would be taken up with 
oughts of the law of Maſes, wondering how al 
d ſacrifices, and its other ceremonies, were not 
ong the exerciſes of our worthip ; at/bther ti 
ploying\himſelf in little imitations of the _— 
f the holy function, as preaching, and ti e like. 
mong other ioſtances of the happy fruits of ry 
Frements, this deſerves to be remembred, that, 4 
in a ſerious reflection what courſe of life he a 
ke that might be: conducive 40 the ſalvation of 
ul, and being in a deep muſe of thoughts, he tali 
pthe Bible to read & portion of it: and though he 
ways averſe to the making a lottery of the holy ſen 
Jures, yet he could not but take notice of the < 
rds which occaſionally he caſt bis eyes upon, 
hich made no ſmall impreſſion on his ſpirit ; 
; What means ſhall à young man learn to puriſy - 
gay! by taking heed thereto according to thy war 
The diverſions he was then moſt taken with, 
ak out the greatneſs of his mind and ſpirit ; 
e ſeemed to act all the grandeur of this world v 
child : when, in learning the Latin he beyan 
nderſtan4 the Roman ſtory, he retired uſually wi 
e moſt ingenious of his fellows, campoſed little 
tions, and acted the part of the Roman ſenato 
cannot here omit that vaſtaeſs of memory, 
orwardncſs of judgment, which did eyen then aft 
Pear ; in that, when he began to take natice in 
Bail reading of the holy ſcriptures at 
Rould not only repeat ſeveral verſes at ü 
hether the hiſtorical or other parts; but afte 
pon the turning to any ſuch particular = 
ald call them to remembrance ; and wherea 


the age den fer tho maũ part nemember en > 
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paſage og pob he ſe 
E W — up their; whole ſcope, and give a bri 
t of them, And though children generally 
oll y the ſociety of their fellows, or ſuch as ca 
ertain chem with filly and fooliſh ſtories; y 
bh was the ſeriouſneſs of his ſpirit, and the Joy 
even then had for knowledge and good men, th 
n he had the opportunity of hearing ſerious a 
erend perſon, who uſed to reſort to his ſather 
uſc, he was careful to attend to them, and liſte 
their wife and pidus diſcourſes His improvmen 
human literature were beyond the ordinary attain 
nts of his age ; ne not only acquired a ſing 
and unaffected elegahcy in the Latin tongue, 
oa conſiderable proficiency in Greet, in the 44 
, and ſome other of the oriental languages; 
verſed alſo in hiſtory, and in geometry, and as 
r parts of the mathematicky, Aud ſuch was 
arneſs of his apprehenſion, and the forward 
his judgement, that, upon Wie overhearing 
aſional diſcourſe of ſome who were paſſing th 
t year in the univerſity, he did quickly take 
be nature of a f5//agi/m, the uſe of the /pmbols i 
atriving it, and could readily form our upon 
jet. 
Such were his attainments, and SY was t 
per of his ſpitit in that early period vt bis h 
bich others for the moſt part ſpend in. vanity a 
ly, and begin to repent of when they eme 
Wink themſelves men. And we may ſee how.mue 
rudent father's wiſe and pious care, when it mee 
th a/fir remper and diſpoſition in a child, may do 
Ibute to plant the ſcedp of thoſe virtuous end 
ents and good inclinations in that tender age, hi 
Mill bring forth much fruit 1 in their riper years; 
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opt in ihe u tp mi go, a nen 


e will nat depart from it. | | 
Bux the paths of the juſt are as the ſhining li 
hich \hineth more and more unto the perfe&da 


E were the early dawnings of piety and g 


ſs whith appeared in him in thoſe firſt years of 
e, before he came to this corner of our land; a 
ere became (till more manifeft and conſpicu 
His improvements had now fitted him for the u 
jerſity; and hete he gave further proots of a pi 
poſition and a capacions underſtanding. He u 

r removed from thoſe levities and fooliſh cult 
Hoſe little animoſities and ſtrifes which the incon 
rate youth are ſometimes guilty of; but was ey 

en grave and ſtayed in his deportment, as was 
erved by all, yet free and unaſfeaed. The lea 
Ing that was then in faſhion, though he ſaw qui 
rough it, yet it did not ſatisfy his underſtandin 
| could he perceive its aſe, ſave to wrangle þ 
and con about any thing He was deſirous to di 

into the nature of things, and not to be involved 
(ſtrife of hard words, and a maze of nice dillind 
ons: and therefore, by his own proper induſtry, 
private ſtudy, he became even then maſter of t 
hors; be which has now got ſuch footing in 


oy 


r ͤ· — — 


orld; beſides a ſingular proficiency, he made in 


ſeveral parts of mathematicks, in hiſtory, and 0 
reful to 


human learning. But he was always 
ware of any philoſophy or falſe knowl 
pt to have a bad influence on the mi 
pauch the ſpirit, as to a right ſenſe of G | 
ligion; and never ſuffered himſelf to be tainted 

he leaſt with ſuch. And there was nothing 
ore endeared any philoſophical truths to him, 1 
hen they gave right apprehenſions of God, and) 


wen 
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0 hie W pe, he on h 
de it his bolineks by the frequent reading of, * 
15 pious and uſeful books, and a happy conyerſa 


gin, by a conſtant devotion, and an unpre# 
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dice&mind, to frame to himſelf, amidit the varid 
s opiqons and diſtractions of Chriſtendom, righ 
pprehenlidhs of religion, and accordiagly to fui 


| 
is pradiice :\, fo that, even then, religion was th 


itter of his\ſerious and impartial choice, and no 
rely the prejudice of cuſtom and education. H 
;ometimes do write eſſays of morality, and occas 
pnal meditations, which as they were fingularly 
vent and ingeniaus, ſo they breathed forth t 
rotion of his mind; and the ſeriouſneſs of his ſpis 
ſt; and would very wall become a riper age. It bes 
bz the cuſtom of the youth to have private meetings 
ut the ordering the concerns of their commences 
nts, where he was made conſtant preſident among 
fellows, his diſcourſes to them were ſo grave an 

kcoming, (as ſome of them have profeſſed), tha 
looked upon them as the ſayipgs of a grey 
ad, and/ thought they n of the wiſdom 
Menator. 

och was his deportment and 1 ene for * 
w years he reſided in the univerfity : ſo that, id 
eſteem of all, he did not a. little honour that de? 
ee which is then given, of which ſome are — 
ſo much the reproach, And therefore, he 
r came out of the univerſity, but he was thougl 
thy to be a maſter,” where he had been ſo lately 
ſcholar ; and, after having given ſufficient proofs of 
| fineſs, by teaching for the next term the {aſs of 
who was occaſionally abſent, he was jm vl 


omoted. And even in this ſtation, 7 him to liv 
Chrifl, He was careful ſo to behave himſelf is 


K in the cxerciſcs- of that 
| oſhess 
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"Yord of offence, and to — the — 7 Chil 
Snity\; training up the youth in ſuch principles 
Fearninj and goodneſs, as might make them moſt ſef Mi 
Ficcable both to church and ſtate. He was, carei 
pot to driye on little deſigns, or maintain factions at 
Seats in the ſociety, but ſtudied always co compe 
Sem ; and; when it would not do, they were his n 
Sret ; * he was ſure not to make one of the 
c always preſerved his authority entire amongſt t 
nruly youth, and would quickly compoſe their di 
ders and tumults, and yet gain their love and 
Neem; and knew well how to entertain them wi 
Feedom and kindneſs, and yet oblige them to 
ſeſpect that becomes # ſcholar towards his maſte 
v far was he from deſigning his own private gai 
Wat when a tumult had ariſen among the unt 
Fouth, in which there were ſome under his care ul 
puld eaſily have purchaſed their pardon by the pa 
ment of an inconſidetable mulct, and the affurar 
pf their good behaviour afterwards ; and when ft 
vas their, perverſeneſs that they would not do 
Hough his paying it in their name would have dc 
buſineſs ; yet, rather than do ſuch a ſeeming 
nworthy act, which might proſtitute authority, 4 
courage them to the like tumultudus practices, 
Wfered them to be expelied, to his own conſid 
etrimens, as to his worldly intereſts, having bot 
ew left behind. He was careful. to jnſtruct 
puth-in the moſt intelligible and uſeful principles 
man knowledge. And it deſerves to be ren 
de red, that he was the firſt in this corner\of t 
and (perhaps in the whole nation) who taught | 
outh that philoſophy which has now the unte 
etence by all the knowing world. He loc 
2 * as. the moſt proper for = heir 1 
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pAtaking them off from a diſputing humour, and 
in bard words and diſtinctions, and in thipki 
they knew ſomething when they knew nothing. 
dog it ſerved to enlarge and raiſe their apprehers 
ns of Almighty God, by conſidering the vaſtneſs e 

works, Land the admirable wiſdom and goodn 
at appearel| in the order of the world, and thi 
ondertul coxtrivance even of the molt minute cre! 
re ; that it Gſpoſed them to conſider the natu 
d worth of th&ir immortal ſouls, and of what ſm 
oment all the ſeſual-pleaſures of this lower wor 
ere; and that it tyclined them to a more univerh 
we and good will gowards all, and to meane 
dooghts of themſelvek and their knowledge, | 
as very careful to train, them up in the beſt at 
ot uſeful principles of morality, and to guard the 
inſt the debauched ſentiments of Leviathan. An 
he thus made human learning ſerviceable to thi 
ds of piety and religion, ws made it his gre 
ideavour to have their minds inſpired with thi 
n the Lord's day in the evening he uſually ha 
me pious diſcourſes to them, layiyg open the fol 
d heinouſneſs of vice and impicty, and the exce: 
y and advantage of religion and neſs ; anf 
ch other conſiderations as might both inſtruct the 
nds, and gain upon their tempers. Ang he faile 
dt to deal with each of them apart in privat 
zoſe who were of bad inclinations, he (tadicd 8 
orm and amend ; and ia whom he ſaw any ap 
arance-of goodneſs, he was careful to 5 0 
$d cheriſh them. Thus he hath made appeab b 
8 praQlice, that philgſophy and religion are not e 
mics to one another, but that the ſober and di 
det uſe of our reaſon us moge capable 6 

bs ad "graces of celidings 1 © 2 
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t God had defgaacd! him for the mare i B 
ſe ice of his church, unto which he bad been d 1 
from the womb... And therefore, by th | 
( 
j 
2 


of ſome ſerious and rexerend pærſons in 
whoſe advice were of great weight wi 
| s called forth to preach the goſpel, a 
little after entered into holy orders, and was em 
loyed, as You know, in the office of the minillry ; 
the country; where though his (tay was fo ſhor 
et the proofs Mat he gave both of bis ſitneſs for, 2 
Zeal in that hol function, were ſingular, He fou 
he had now mord obligations lying on him to piet 
— innocence of li: and as the ambaſſador of b 
eſſed Maſter, he muſt be very tender of his honon 
and of perſuading thoſ&he was fent unto, to be: 
eonciled to God: and Merefore he was careful! 
ſhun even all 3 evil, He ſtudied, du 
ring his ſhort (tay, by catectyzing, to inſtruct his peo 
ple, with the greatelt plainnels and affection, in t 
Tight ſenſe and knowledge of religion and then duty 
and to ſhew them the folly and unreaſonablenels 
ofe ſhifts and pretences whereby they encourage 
. in a bad life. He endeavoured to unde 
. their tempers, and accordingly to apply himſe 
tb them. He was deeply ſenſible ofthe little ſenſe d 
teligion that generally appeared: ahd when he fa 
ny ſpark of goodneſs, how ſtrangely was ke chee 
ith it ! He more valued the humble ingocence, 
Ehcarful contentment and refignation of obę poor 
man in that place, than all the more g appeal 
ances of others; having oft in his mouth, 1d 
gelum rapiunt. He endeavoured to bring them | 
g devout and conſtant attendance on the publick wor 
ip; where he always went, and joined with 
* beginoing of it; thinking it very unſit, | 
ide invocation of Almighty Gol, the reading of k 
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poſtions of leriptres, hne a conſe ſhen 
four Chrithan With, aod febearfiog-the-ren con 
pandments, ſhould\he looked upon only as a prælu 

tum for uſhering in to the xHñurch, 
Water w ihe . His lermons were always 
devout and ſerious, and ſcaſonable; and he cndea- 
youred to fit them to, the capacities of the people: 
ind he revived the uſe of the lectures“, looking ah 
It as the mo!t edify:ing way, to have (as a great light 
of this nation uſed to ſy ) long texts and ſhort 
ſermons. | | d ” 
{ But 1 mult not ſo lightly paſs over his preachingy 
Þ which we are all ſo much concerned. A wile matt 
bath lately writ an efiay, how to make a good aſe 
pf bad ſermons : and ir were to be wiſhed we were 
jftroted in making good ones; ſuch, I mean, bs 
might have an influence on mens hearts and lives. 
And fave | think ail that beard him will acknowledge 
bis practice to be no contempiible pattern. He 
thought jt ſhould be a Minilter's care, to chuſe ſea- 
onable and uſeful ſubjects, ſuch as might inſtruct te 
ople's minds, and better their lives; not to enter- 
tain them with debates, and ſtrifes of words; that he 
ſiould expreſs himſelf in the molt plain and afſecti- 
donate manner; not in airy and fanciful words, nur 
Ja words roo big with ſenſe, and having a great many 
3 Inn which the people's un- 
Ceritandings cannot reach; nor in philoſophical terms 
and ex pre ſſions, which are not familiar 10 vulgar un · 
derſtandiags ; nor in meking uſe of an unuſual word, 
Where there could be tound ont more plain and ordi- 
Fary to expreſs the thought as fully, He looked 
Jupon it as a molt uſeful help for. compoſing ſermons, 
to make the Sunday's ſermon the ſubjt ct vt our medi- 
Ar | = tation 
i. e. Commenting upon a whole chapter, or large portion 
of ſcripiure. N Vs 3e® 
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pedient for compoſing us to a ſer;ous and affectionate 
preaching, to propoſe to ourſelves, in the meditition 
ot it, purely the glory of God, and the good of 
mens ſouls, and to have this always in our che; and, 
in our preaching, to make . collections ofthe 
dieine preſence, and ſhort cjaculations towards heaven, 
thereby to preſerve us in that humble temper, that 
ſeriouſneſs and gravity that becomes vs in the pre- 
ſence of God, and as the ambaſſidors of Ct, 
And how conformable was his practice to theſe roles) 
The matter of his dikesurtel Wis always fo. uſcful 
and ſedſonable, his words and expreflions ſo plain, 
and proper, and well choſen, his deportment ſo g 
and unaffected, becoming the ſenſe of whoſe ambil 
lador he was, his manner of utterance ſo affectionatz, 
and expreſhve of the paſſionate love and concern 
bad for mens ſouls, accompanied with fach an a4 . 
ſweetneſs and mildneſs, as charmed mens ſpirid, 
And all was fo full of fight and heat, that I think! 
may ſay, in the words of the diſciples concert 
our bleſſed Saviour, Did not cur hearts burn nwithit 
tur, while he opened unto us the ſcriptures * Hos 
did the Holy Spirit by him enlighten our minds, and 
affect our hearts? There are ſome kinds of words 
and expreſhons, "ſome tones and ways of utteratice, 
which will raiſe the paſſions and affeQions of predi! 
poled tempers, without at all enlightening thei 
minds, &vren as ,,,, thees. And there are othe! 
capable of laying open the nature and reafon of things 
but in fo dry a manner, that they float merely up" 
our underſtanding as matter of ſpeculaticn and tal, 
aud do not fink into our hearts. And tho ben 
| 7 
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much noiſe now a · days about the methods of preach- 
ing. and the preferences of one io another; yet it 
is in this, 1 am afraid, that we loſe ourſelves on both 
fides. But, in this, re, I may appeal to all that 
heard him, whether his diſcourſes and his manner of 
uttering them, did not ſerve at once both to enlighten 
their minds, and warm their hearts? And fo tender 
was he of the honour and reputation due to the 
preaching of the goſpel, that as he was careful, on 
the one hand, to expreſs himſelf in zhe moſt plain, 
intelligible, and affectionate words; ſo. alſo, on the 
other, to avoid all childiſh metaphors, apiſh geſtures, 
ws, and big words, and other ſuch indecencies as 
did not become the gravity of the function, and were 


apt to occaſion the durithys avd laughter of the profane, 
rather than the piety of the ſerious. duc 


, the mot prafonc es of the natian were ne 
r tempted to turk bis expreſſions or geltures iat 
dicule, Nay many 64, avowedly prolligate liv 
are been extremely affected, with lis ſermons, whi 
ricked them at their hearts, he laid them ſo 

themſ{clves, and made them & ſcnſible of th 


vtiſhneſs danger, as dhe hayc 
I canqot here omit the deep ſenſe he had of true 
eloquence, and his high value for it; profethog be 
would exchange for it all the other human learning 
he was maſter of. He was ſenſible at the ſiacle 
knowledge we had in the Ga veſuntate: ; how little 
we under{tood of the nature of mens puſnons and 
inclinations. and what things were molt capevle of 
dending their wills, and prevailing, upon theit minds, 
according to their different. 1empers. And »Ccore 
dingly he ju'lped there were two eſſen al defects in 
our beſt kind of eloquence. The ore was, That, 
in the medicating our diſcourſes, we rather merely 
M 4 couli- 
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conſidered the iſſues of our reaſon, and the nate 
of the thing we were thinking of, and did got ſo 
much refiet upon the temper of the perſons we were 
to ſpeak to, and what kind of reaſonings, words and 
expiefhons, would make the beſi impreſſion upon 
cir minds; and therefore it was nothing ſtramęt, 
that words let fly at random touched them fo litt. 
The other, That our hearts were not throughly en- 
dued with thoſe diſpoſitions we would work on 6 
thers by our words; and therefore it was n 
wonder ali we ſaid made ſo little impreſſion 08 
them. 

But I come now to the laſt (age and period of his 
life, wherein it moſt eminently appeared that to fin 
t live was Chriſt, God had deſigned him ſor amore 
univerſal uſe and ſervice in his church; and therelore, 
by the wiſe providence of the Almighty, ke is removed 
from a private charge in the country, to a more ge 
neral one, of tratning up the youth for the holy mint 
ſtry, and the care of mens ſouls. Promotions of this 
nature, eſpecially when they are made by the votes of 
many are uſuaily attended with little factions, combi. 
nations,, and heats : but as the purchaſe was none of his 
deſign, ſothe general ſenſe of his worth and goodnels 
gave him the unanimous voice of the clergy of this 
dioceſe, who promote to that Neon, and the uni- 
verſal approbation of all that knew him: and the 
apprchenſion he had of the weight and importance ol 
that office, and his mean thoughts of himſelf, made 
him deltherate about it tif] their next meeting. In 
dced both his natural, acquired, and moral endow 
ments, made him be judged by all worthy of this 
charge His memory was fingular : and though be 
ſoved more to ſtudy thirgs than words, yet, tot in. 
ſtance, in a few days time he learned to underiland 


enc of our /I languages, and could read it in 
Eng 
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Engliſh with more readineſs than thoſe who had liv- 
ed many years where it is ſpoken. As to things of 
importance, he could ſoon give them a laſting impreſ- 
fion on his mind; though at length he gave over the 
commiting public diſcourſes to his memory, profeſ- 
fing, when he went about it, he was aſhamed to {ce 
bimſelf at ſuch a childiſh exerciſe. His underſtand- 
ing was ready, clear, and piercing, and he would quick- 
ly ſce through things in civil affairs, as well as in 
matters of learning. He did not fo much read 
books, as think them; and, by a tranſient view, 
would quickly comprehend the deſign and marrow 
of them. He had not ſpent his whole time in read- 
ing, being ſenſible that it often ſerved to dal, con · 
fale and prejudicate mens underſtandings and make 
them of imperious and diQatiog tempers : and there - 
fore he made a prudent mixture, of a moderate read- 
ing a choice of uſeful books, and conſulting the liv- 
ing as well as the dead, having a ſingular art of be- 
nefiting both himſelf and others by converſation and 
diſcourſe ; and he digeſted and improved all by re- 
tired meditations, and fervent devotion : ſo that his 
learning ſeemed rather the iſſues of his mind, and 
the inſpiration of the Almighty, which teacheth 
knowledge, lle employed two ſummers in going to 
a neigbouring nation, in which he made it his buſi - 
nels to converſe with thoſe who were of greateſt re- 
putation for learning and goodneſs ; where, as he 
gained their fngular eſteem and good thoughts, ſo, 
by uſeful converſation, and a ſerious obſervation of 
tempers and things, he improved his mind and know- 
ledge. But indeed we may look upon his excellent 
endowments as the reward of the pious diſpolitions 
of his ſoul, and of the good deſigns he propoſed to 
himſeif in all his ſtudies and endeavours. And 
God knows, ia the undertaking this office, there 
M 5 W 4 
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"was wothirp he had more before” Ni eyes; than the 
ſervice of jeſus Chriſt, and the good of his church, 
He was deeply ſenſible of the great weight and im. 
portance of the holy miniſtry, and did much be wail 
the general failings in the exerciſe of it; how every 


| man minded his own things, and not the things of 


Telus Chriſt. And therefore he made this the one 
reat deſign of all his endeavours in that charge, the 
tting and training up the youth for that holy functi- 

on; and this was the great aim both of his * 

and private care of them. 

He conſidered that they onght chiefly to mind and 

Fe themſelves] now for that which would be their great 

büſtaels When't they were emrereꝙ N the holy fun · 

ction; and that this would not be fo much the ma· 

naging of controverſics and debates of religion, as 
the g viding mens ſouls to etettity ; the refcuing the 
vicious from their fins and vices, and' prevailing up- 
on them by all prideat methods; and direding the 
ſerious to the true practice and exerciſe ( of religion, 
and the molt proper means for the practice of goods 
neſs, and the avoiding and reſiſting of temptations, 
and how they ought to behave themſelves in all 
circumſtances of life. He. thought it it ſufficient that 
they underſtood the ſtate and importance of thoſe 
controverſies. and differences 8 the grounds 
of the diviſions of Chriſtendom, for their own in- 
 firuQtion, and thoſe who ſtood in need of it under 
their care; but the other he loSked upon as their 

-main buſi neſs. , accordiogly aſter bg 

ainſt the common artifices 

e Roman miſſionaries their making proſelyte 

and cleared the moſt importagtent difficulties in th 

oſpels; he propoſed two deſigũd as the ſubject of a 

is publick exerciſes The one, dc paſtoraliy 
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weight and difficyity, the perefiny and wieſnipg f 


the baly function of the miniſtry ; the nature of th 
| we t to haye to it the neceſſary diſpoſitio 
t are teq ted to fit us for it, the manner of © 
wn private lite and converſation in it, and how \ 
ght to diſcharge the ſe veral exerciſe r of it both pu 
ick and private. The gather, the inſtructing the 
caſuiſtical divinity ; the vonſidering how a man 
ſtrait conſcience ought to ve himſelf in what 
yer (tate or condition of life h&be, and whateve 
tales and circumſtances he fall into Nand the branc 
g out this into particulars, and vindiequing 1 it fro 
corruption of the Feſuits, and others So gre 
and gaod were the dhe prop | 
As to matters of controverſy, he ſtudied rexher to 
leſſen than multiply; and ſaw that men were apter 
to be reaſoned out of their erroneous perſuaſions by 
a good life, than many arguments. He thought it 
enough to make the youth underſtand the true ſtate 
of matters in debate, and to conſider the mott weigh- 
'ty differences ; but he was careful to take them of 
as much as roſible from the diſputing humour, ani 
an ich. of wrangling pro and con about any thing ; : 
and many Umes by ſilence anſwered their jimpertinent 
quidbles. There were no debates he was more 
cautious to mecdle with, than thoſe about the de- 
crect of Bod; being ſenſible how much Chrittianity 
had ſuffered, by mens diving into things beyond 
their reach ; ſecret things belonging to the Lord. and 
thing. e 12 ut and gur children. gut be 
\ had always a deep ſenſe of the powerful ef- 
+cacy of God's grace upon our ſouls ; and that vi 
; ear good was intircly to be aſcribed to God, and 
H our evil to ourſelves We uid once a Yep, 
(cen the yayrh were rol babe), by a youu e- 
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face them the weight zac imppreaner of the mimiſſe 
5 they thould de mean themſelves now white they 


ere c2r.dilates for that holy function; how cares 
ly they*pught to avoid all ſuch evil converſaiot 
might give their minds a bad tincture; what 
urſe of fivdy they ought to take; inviting them ie 
private reſort ynto him, and expreſſiog a —_ 
Rionate concern or them. 
It was alſo his great care, to make his prives 
epnverſation with them as uſeful as his publick. And 
ky this indeed he hoped to do moſt good They 


had always free acceſs to him; and his counſels and 


dvices were ſtill ſuited to the.diſpoſitions he perceivs 
in them. He could ſo modeſtly and prudeatly 

il them their failings. as to make them perceive and 

mend them without being offended, He vas cares 
| to lend and direct them to the uſe.of good books 

nd, indeed, one of the great ends oF;his buying fo 
Many, was to ſerve them. Thoſe who were of the 


o eminent endowments” and beſt — be 


flirred up to ſerious thoughts of the holy miniſtry} 
He gave them the molt undoubted proofs of his — 
zad care of them, opened his heart freely t 
4 leayger their inclinations and {hadiew He dis 
rected them to the beſt means of bertering their 
heart, as well as informing their judgments ; prayer, 
meditation, and frequent retirements: and made 
them ſenſible, that ſeif will was the root of all our 
fins ; and an entire reſignation to the will of God, 
the very ſpring of all our duty; and ditected them to 
frequent and conſtant acts of ſelf denial ard reſigas- 
tion, | nr ens ws. e his charge, ſo 
alſo of maintaining that entire correſpondence with, 
jo due deference and reſpeQ that he owed towards 
is reverend colleague : rp entire and conſtant 


tbye and harmony between them, e eee 
er 
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Jerned cibacry. they bad för one. guotbor, 33 Joy 
ſingular and very 
Thus ts him to live was Chrif, Thus, fairhfally 
and] prudently did our dear friend manage bis charge, 
in ſerving the intereſt of his bleſſed Maſter. And 


vr mud hoe haped copfuderaly, ere long, that, by 
their joint cadearanrs, through the bit ſſing of the 
Almighty, we {hookd have ſcen anothet face gn our 
dureh. But, amidſt all his pious deligns and eares, 
he is called by his great Maſter, in an hour that we 
thought not of, from his ſtewardſhip here, to an 
higher employment in the other world. Who is that 
farthful and wiſe fleward, whom his Lord makes 
ruler over bis houſhald, lo give them their portion of 
meat in due ſeaſon ? Bleſſed is that ſervant whom 
bis Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find fo doing ; of 
truth he will make him ruler over all that he hath, 
Indeed the end of his life was no leſs Chriſt's than 
be 2 and whole courſe of it. The me of 
& pra Nas as cheatfully ſpent in ſuffering the 
4 ul of my as, the former was in doing it. 
aifeſted the greateſt meekneſs and chearfulneſs 
ö by throughout the Whale courſe of it, He uſe 
p eigen lealt harſh expreſhon, either 2 any of tho 
f waited» on him, or concerning the 
, vicence. He expreſſed a perfect indifferency as to 
: bite and death, and an entire refignation to the will 
f 
) 


of God, to diſpoſe of him as he thought meet. He 
found himſelf never more ſenſible of the vanity of this 
world, nor ever felt more ardent acts of love to 
God, than at that time. He was rapt in admiration 
| of God's goodneſs to bim, and the little returns he 
faid he had made to it; and acknowledged his own 
great unworthineſs, and his humble confidence in the 
mercy and goodneſs of God, through the — 


0 
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of his bleſſed Saviour. And thus meekly did be 


paſs his ſickneſs, and reſign his ſpirit, without ary 
trouble from the world, or great pain of body, or ary 
anguiſh of mind : for mark the perfſed? man, and 
behold the upright ; for the end of that man is peace, 

And now, after all, I cannot here omit what 
ſervice he hath done the world, by permitting it to 
enjoy thoſe excellent” thoughts of his, about #4e life 
/ God in the foul of marr, Men may write big vo- 
James, and, as one fays, talk mich, and ſay nothing; 
but it is a great matter to talk little, and yet ſay 
much · And fure, whoever: confiders the importance 
of the matter of that book; the clear repreſentation 
of the life and ſpirit of true religion, and its graces, 
with the great excellency and advantages of it, the 
propoſal of the moſt effetual means for attaining to 
it by the grace of God, the piety and ſeaſonablencis 
of the devotions, together with the natural and af- 
fectionate eloquence of the ityle, cannot but be 
ſenſible of its great ufefulneſs, to inſpire us with the 
ſpirit of true religion, io enlighten our minds with 
a right ſenſe and knowledge of it, to warm our heats 
with ſuitable affe ctions and breathings after it, and 
to direct our lives to the practice of it. And 
indeed it ſeems to have been in a great meaſure the 
tranſcript of his own life and ſpirit. Thoſe disine 
graces and virtues which he ſo clearly deſcribes, ſhis- 
"ed forth in his own life and coverſation ; and de 
not only underſtood, but felt them. That faith a0 
love, and charity, that purity, and humility, which 
he ſo paſſionately recommends and ſpeaks of, dd 
eminently appear throughout the whole courſe 0 
his life. 

What a deep ſenie had he of the truths of oor te 
ligion! He ſuffered them not to Boat on his und" 


ſtanding, to be matter of talk and diſpute with —_— 
ut 
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but he let them fink deep into his ſpirit, to renew 
his ſoul. and direct his life, and was careful to make 
ule of all means that might give him a deeper ſenſe 
of them. What a deep ſenſe had he of the goodneſs 
of God, the wonderful mercy of our redemption by 
Feſus Chrisi. the corruption, and degeneracy. and 
Gofulneſs of our nature, the excellency of goodneſs, 
and the happineſs of heaven? And his deep ſenſe 
of A this, was the ſpring and root of all his other 
graces, | 
In how manifold inſtances did appear the ardency 
of his love to God? He was ſtill breathing with more 
ardent defires after him, and was ſorry he could love 
him no more. He was frequently admiring his wif 
dom and goodneſs in the government of the world, 
and the wiſe diſpoſal of things. It was not the 
mean principles of cuſtom, reputation, or vain glory, 
or a ſervile fear, that made him carefully avoid 
all evil in his practices; but the ardency of his 
love to his heaverly Father; and therefore his life 
was ſo uniform and conſtant to itſelf, and carefully 
employed in doing all the good he could, and 
any thing whereby God might be glorified ; and he 
was ftill ſenſible how little he could do worthy of his 


love. owe -achagtions was Ccarreippndent 
be one of his pious father from his childboods 
Ind he had devoted him({clf for the ſervice of Jeſu 
briſt in the miniſtry, Thoſe in whom he obſerve 
irtuous endowments, and the. molt pious inclinations 
e encouraged by ali means tobe ſervice of God 
baly fvnctioa. He endeavoured always after an 
abſolute reſignation of his will to him, looking upon 
this as the very life of all graces He was very ob - 
ſerving of the various paſſages of his providence to- 
wards him, and very ſenſible of his goodneſs in eroſ- 
lng ſome defigis, which be afterwards ſaw _ 
- Ve 
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have been inconvenient for him. File was careſel 
to obſerve all the (ſteps of providence ; and, when 
they ſeemed not to approve of his intentions, kow 
eager ſoever his delires had been, he was ſure not 
to go one ſtep farther, He was ardent and conſtant 
in his deyotions towards God. His piety and zeal 
was very eminent in the publick avor/hip, . when Lo 
365 the moch of the pegpte ; his devotion was fo 
raiſed, and the humble fervour and ſeriouſneſs of his 
ſpirit ſo viſible, as did highly inflame the devotion of 
the ſerious : and, when he made one of them, the 
humility and adoration of his ſoul did appear in his 
outward behaviour; and he thought it one ſvitable 
expreſſion of it, to bow the knee before that Majelly, 
before whom the angels tremble. In the celcbratl- 
on and recewing of the holy communion, his ſoul 
ſeemed to be wholly ſwallowed up in the contempla- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt : amd hes Geratrons was thre ad- 
mriratieg of all that ſaw hm. He had been conſtant 
in his private prayers to God from his childhood ; 
and that great ſccrer of devotion which he recom- 
mends in his hook, was his frequent practice: and 
he ſent up ſometimes ſuch aſpirations of love, 
with ſuch ardent ſighs, and groanings, and heavings of 
his ſpirit, as perhaps unclogged his ſpirit, and made 
his ſoul take its flight ſo ſoon from this earthly 
tabernacle. 

And, ſure, a ſoul ſo much inflamed with the 
love of God, could not be wanting in a ſuitable cha- 
rity towards men. And indeed to this his verſ 
natural temper ſeemed to incline him, There ws 
nothing of harſhneſs in the dilpolition of his ſpirit, 
but it was full of ſweetneſs and love; which appeat* 
ed in his very air and countenance, and was apt t0 
attract mens hearts at the ſirit fight : and this happ 


Gipoltion.y was hallowed and raiſed bythe love of God 
i010 
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into a holy charity. His ſoul was as wide as the world, 
and his love and good - will were univerſal, and every 
man the object of them. His prayers and good wiſh- 
es were extended to all men ; and all the harm he 
could do his enemies, (ij there were avy ſueh univee- 
fel hiters of miſhicind! gs to do lm bad offices), was, 
n prey for them ti move earneſtiy to God, He did 
not confine his charity within a ſe or party, hut 
loved goodneſs where ever he found it; and enter- 
tained no harſh thoughts of men, merely upon their 
differing from him in this or that opinion. He was 
grieved at the diſtraQtions and diviſions of the church ; 
and that religion the bond of love, ſhould be made 
ſo much the bond, of contentions. 

What prudent methods would his ſincere love and 
charity to others prompt him to, to undeceive them 
in their errors? How merkly would he diſcourſe 
with them about their differences ? calmly ſhewing 
the ſmall importance of ſome things, not worth the 
contending for, ard making appear the bad influence 
that other things had as to holineſs and a good life; 
and yielding in others, again, that were not contrary 
to the deſigns of religion; making them ſenſible of 
the fincerity of his ſoul, and his hearty good- will to 
them. He was far from maintaining a difference 
upon the account of ſtoutneſs of humour, or keeping 
up the reputation of a ſe or party. being deſirous we 
ſhou!d all be united in the general religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſludying to make friends, and unite the 
hearts of thoſe Who had been divided by names 
and parties, And thus. if at firſt he did nor prevail 
over mens prejudices. vet he failed not to gain their 
hearts; and ſo, by degrecs, made way for his ſea- 
ſonable diſcouries. Ard O what holy charms and 
pious arts had he to catch mens ſouls, and to make 


mem purſue their own hoppinels ? 4 charmy —_—_ 
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eg fer ſaporior een 
$h>, body, (though he was eminent in that kind alſg) 


1 L which he would ſpeak with the 0 
d emotion of ſpirit. How many arte had 
wake them, and make them good-and happy 
His lovè made him always as intent upon this, 
Ne love of money will make the covetous man be 
f his thoughts and deligns to add to his treaſus 
ow would he take advantage from every thing, | 
ake all things work together for their good? 
emed to be'the vilible ſpring that put all good 
ens in motion for bettering the ſtate of our chu 
e was the geniys that put life and fpirit into 
2 ſtudies and pious endeavours of thofe he c 
erſed with. How careful was he to propa 
ery where right apprehenfions of religion ? 
- What a viſible influence had he among us in this 
r? What wiſe metheds-had he to make his friew 
nſible of their infirmities and failings, by {peaki 
them of his own ? and to ſtir them up to zeal J 
iH gence in piety and good works, and to the u 
the moſt eſſectual means for purifying their ſouls, 
lling them n + of the piety and life of others 
is acquaiatance? He was 8 
rdinary converſation uſeful fpr this end, both 
iving the example of an unaſtected modelty ad 
eekneſs, and dropping in al 
ight make them more in love 
odneſs. The effects of his love a 
uls extended even to thoſe-who kne! 
Ne obliged always his friends and acq 
ere was occaſion, to employ the inter 
iendſhip and familiarity with others, in 
m to piety and a good life; and alluring \\ne 
e reading of good books, and ſuch orher meange 


1&yc bo w cohig¹ bees a, purity them. 


of Mr. Henry Scougal. 293 
2 n e Frgite of: ſaph_ dee. 
w 


much would he be cheered with it? His love a 
eneration for good men was ſingular and extraordi 
ry ; nothing he more deli zhted i in than their pio 
gonveflation: and he ce uld ſo well repreſent th 
Fety and good life to others, as to make them ena 
Foured with it too. f 
His lovSgnd charity were eminent alſo in 
Peng of his. alms, and the relief of the outws 
ceſſities of Mhers. The ſirſt money he gained b 95 


g at the or 0 he was careful to lay by a p 


way ww -- 


n of it for thk, poor, before he made any uſe o 
r himſelf ; dev ting, as it were, the firſt f 
to God, And this courſe he obſerved — 


t the reſt of his Me, laying aſide always a porti 
his income for the tc lief of the neceſſitous 
$s been the practice of, many charitable beg 
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make them give it with A liberal and willing win! 
ſeek out fit objects for Were this pra 
re frequently obſerved, t would undoubt 
ake Chriſtians more bountiful, and their cha 
alms more profitable to themſelves and e 
d a tenth thus chearfully beſtoded, accompanie 
Ach the other exerciſes of a pious life, would 
®obredly bring in its hundered fold\pf bleffings ſin 
Ais world, and in the world to com life everla 
g. And, asche was careful thus to provide 
arity and alms, ſo alſo to diſpoſe of, it arig 
e did net his alms to be fern of men ; many we 
krixed by his bounty, who knew nothing 0 
' Qole out ſome fit perſons, both in the city 
; Ountry, who were acquainted with the neceſſitid 
rats of poor, modeſt, honeſt hovſe-keepers), 
hom he frequently gave money to relive thay 
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„ Who were relived in their raky 
t by whom.” A öde example 
brittian charhy ! Bleſſed be God there are y 
Þme ſparks of it In the world. God grant ſuch 
us examples may ensouragt and ſtir up more to 
Hriſtian imitation of th Nor was ins charity 
;empl.ry only in the liberal dilpenling of port 
F his yearly incores, but alfa 
viitior of what the wiſoom o 


But, among the other expreſſions of his love, his 
friendſhip ſure deſerves a graicful remembrance, 
Friendſhip, e foworof foewey, the Eife of our 

griefs, the heightener and refinet of our joys, ob 
guide and counicllor, and the life of angels ! Many 
have made finc pictures of it; but the want of true 
friendſhip has been nenerally the obſervation and 
comp aint of all men. But O ! how eminent ah e- 
_ ample was he of ſincere and hearty friendihip ? This 
was the during of Wis vol, wad wre delight of his 
ſpicit. He did not act it to ſerve little deſigns, and 
private interefts; but he was full of cordial love 
and affection, even like the love of Fonathan. How 
freely would he open his heart, Mi anbofom bb 
thotyRs, and give faithful counſcl to his [riend ! 
deyr i iptoctts to bim, ard how wi 
Would ke manage them ! If there was any world 
thing that was apt to te grief and trouble ib hi 
it was the d ſaſters or bad, ſucceſs tht beſel them 
and their happy events wou ſo tefreſh and cheg 
is ſpirits, that, as has been tab notice of, it h 
trea influence on his hckly body, Md would give 
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| incerelis 20 oblige his Friend, agd 


well known to fome, even 1 
inations for which uſually 


orego 
deny himſelf. a 
le deligus and 1 


ake them friends to one anothag. 
udied to render it the molt uſe 
orld, andgto Make it Sexwe the 
ehgiegs . Thoſe in whom he obleryed the ſp 
rit of true piety and goodneſs, or any appearance and 
likelihood ot the one's having irfluence on, and bet- 
tering the other's life and practice, he endeavoured 
to bring them into acquaintance and familiarity ; @ 
endcar them © oeh ovhor, and make their friend» 
ſhip uſeful for, promoting true, piety and goodneſs, 
both in themſelves and others. And this perhaps is 
the moſt eſtectual means for recovering ſomething of 
the ancient Chriſtian Ipirit in the world. Many me- 
thods have been ſet on foot, undet pretence of ef- 
ſectuating this deſign. In the Creet and Roman 
churches, men have formed new ſocieties, inſtituted 
pew orders, engaged them to peculiar vows, and 
given them particular religions, as they call them, 
ſubordinate to the peneral religion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
And among thoſe whom the grols corruptions and 
2 of the Roman church, both in ſaith and wor- 
ip. hare thruſt from their communion, many have 
oundlefly ſeparated from one another, and tormed 
iſlin& ſects and parties. But how little either of 
thele have contributed to the promoting of true pie 
2 and goodneſs, experience may make the world 
olible. The defigns of the former have ended in 
failing the ſplendor and revenucs each of ,thgir pe- 
euliar order, in magnifying its cules in oppoſition to 
othets, 


£ 
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in obforving their iaſtituri 
Mach become matter of mere formality and — 
hu a ſhew e humility and will worſhip, b 
% nel tend do the purifying of the conſcience 5 an 
e reſt vf the people are apt to thigk they have » 
ch oblifgtions to piety and a good life, as if t 
re of — only incumbeat on thoſe who h 
culiarly aſfamed to themſelves the title of rel, 
1% And the zeal and endeavours of the Jatt 
re uſually ſpent in keeping up the reputation of th 

& and party, ner ole things eſpecially where 
nd differ from ot and this ordinarily mak 
e ſtudies and deſigns. on all ſides tb run into th 
annel. But perhaps, if, inſtead of ſuch groun 
ſs diviſions and ſchiſms, and pretence of betieri 
e (late of religion, more dare were had to ente 
in and propagate an holy and ſincere friend(h 
e might ſee more bleſſed rag of it ; whillt, 
e friendly communications the ſerious, th 
atiments about religion would bemutually cleared 
cir minds united, and they inſtryed in the be 
cans of purifying their hearts, inſlamed with one 
other's zeal, and ſtirred up to ſpread Me ſame te 
r Others, as far as their i 

- Such an holy combination (not to obſerve 
the vows of any particular order, or to divide from 
the reſt of the world, but) to follow * ; to lire 


„ 


to; O how dclirable were it ! It was thus, me- 
thinks, that the Son of God did at firſt ſpread his 
21 in the world; it was thus that ths zeal and 
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ir; to breathe « once again next as, 
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now F-red-not ſpeak moch of the puriry: 
-anneſs of his heart, and his great unconcernedne 
ruhis preſent world, it having been the general ot 
vation of all that knew him. He looked indee 
ways a Granger and pilgrim in it; and was dead 
it in heart and ſpirit long before his body had ta 
n leave of it. Good God ! what a deep ſenſe halt 
of the weanneſs and vanity of this world's hurr 
d deſigns, which he uſed to ſay looked to him lik 
e projects and{cuffle of children and fools? In h 
ry youth his heart was clear of any inclination t 
and he would even then ſay to his intimates, tha 
ſtracting from the will of God, mere curioſi 
uld make him long for another world, it being 
ious thing to ſee ſtill the ſame dull play acted « 

r again here. What little regard had he to th 
ing or keeping of what the world calls wealtls 
d riches ? Never was he ſeen to have any proje& 
at tended that way. He could ſcarce expend an 
ughts about his yearly incomes, but remitted (ti 
care of that to others, without calling them t 
account. How excellently had he learned h 
ſter's leſſon, To take no thought what he hou 
, what he ſhould drink, or wherewitbal he Ah 
clothed ! Never any thing he was more unconCerr 
in than this, Whatever was ſet before him fo 
ſuſtentation of his body, he did eat of it, aſking 
queſtions for appetite's ſake. His thoughts an- 
is ſpirit were never taken up with thoſe actions o 
e animal life, even when he was about them; anc 
bile he ſupported nature, he ſcarce ſuffered hi 
2 to have any complacency in them. He though 
range to ſee thoſe who pretended to a Chriſta 
temperance, exerciſe ſuch voluptuous pleaſure in thei 
cats, making them the ſubject of their table talk 
„ if they owned ther behics for their god: 
; pro * 
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ir ſouls. Alas} that the weakneſs-and- i 
f ones nature, by which we are levelled with t 
ſhould become the matter of our vanity a 
dolupmroufecks, inſtead of that humble and-abaſin 
ſenſe we ou; ht to have of ourſelves, 
} The innocence and purity of his life was obſe 
ble from his very childhood. He was never bs 
red with the leaſt apearances of thoſe impurit 
hich are the reproach of the Chriſtian world. H 
great an example was he of Chriſtian continence 
celibacy to all that knew him? His very air and 
verſation ſhewed. how much he was mortified to t 
world in-this reſpect. He had no ſmall abhorrenet 
of all diſcourſes and actions that ſavoured any thing 


of impurity ; and could not endure the obſcene wit 


thoſe who were apt to wrelt the talk of mens ors 

linary diſcourſe that way. 

As the pleaſures and pomp of the world could ie 
''h bewitch, ſo the hardſhips and tronbles of it * 
never oppreſs and overcome his ſpirit; but in 
conditions. his mind ſeemed always equal, and conf 
ſtant to itſelf, When he lived in the country, the 
hardſhips and inconveniencies he then endured, weng 

e common talk of all that knew him: his coarſe 
Fea hard lodging, and unwonted ſolitude, 

treme coldneſs of the ſeaſon, and the-comfort 
ſhelters he bad againſt it, did excite the compalo# 
of others, but never leſſened the quiet and contens 
edneſs of his ſpirit ; and he ſuffered them with 

ach patience, as if he had been bred up from bi 
fancy in the Turki/h gallies. Any traverſes th 
befel him in the circumſtances of his life and deſigny 
did never becloud the natural ſerenity and-chearful 
neſs of his mind: and he uſed to ſay in relation to 
ſuch diſconteots, that as he bleſfod God he — 
nat 
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lancholly was ſeaudalous in a a f 

And O what a profound humility of foul did ſhine 
forth in bis life and actions! The admiration of the 
perfectiops of the Almighty, in the contemplation ot 
which he was often taken up, had funk him into 
truly mean thoughts of himſelf, All who had oc- 
akon to converſe with him, were ſenlible of the 
lowlineſs of his mind; and yet he ſcarce ever obſer- 
ved thoſe little officious ceremonies or compliments, 
which we mult oft-times make uſe of to cover or 
counterat the pride of our ſpirits, or which it 
prompts us to traffick with, to purchaſe the regard 
and eſteem of others. He diſdained not to converſe 
with the meaneſt, and looked upon every man as his 
fellow and companion. And the exemplary regard 
he had to young children, was equally the expreſhun + 
of his humility and his love. How ready was he 
on all occaſions to converſe with them, taking a 
lngular delight in their harmleſs innocence, and u- 
ſually, after the example of the great Maſter of love, 
affectionately embraceing and bleſſing them ? And 
ſuch was the pious meekneſs of his ſoul towards o- 
thers, that if at any time his natural temper raiſed 
any little commotion in his ſpirit, ( whach was ſcarce” 
eyer taken notice of after his entering into the holy 
function,) yet he quickly appeaſed it, and never ſuf- 
fered the ſun to go down upon his wrath. He was ne- 
ver ſeen to boaſt of any of his performances, ner yet to 
uſe the finer and mare ſubtile fetch of vain-glory, in 
an elaborate undervaluing of them, that others might 
mend them. But the expreſſions of his mean 
thoughts of himſelf were always ſo natural, and ſo 
full of ſimplicity, that one might eaſily obſerve them to 
Wiſe from the bottom of his ſoul ; and all his actions 
ad his converſation made appear the truth and ſin- 
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ecrity, "of them. Though his piety and innocent 
were eminent in the eyes of all that knew him, 5 

he had no ſmall Tk of his own unworthinel, 
when he let himſelf in the /ight of God's counte 
nance, beheld his purity, and thought on his infi 
Hite goodneſs and mercy to him in Feſus . riſt, ( 
bout which his thoughts were frequently taken up) 
O how deeply was he humbled under the ſenſe of 
his [infulneſs and ingratitude, and the little return) 
ke had made to ſuch undeſerved goodneſs ! When ut 
are in a total darkneſs, we cannot diſcern one thing 
from another; and an ordinary light will diſcover tg 
us the groſſer lineaments and more remarkable differ 
ences of things : but ſome beams darted in from the 
ſun will ſhew us much impurity and foulneſs, where 
we thought all to have been pure and clean. And 0 
with what ſeriouſneſs and ſimplicity did this enlight- 


ened ſoul expreſs the ſenſe he had of the fintulnch IM © 
of his nature, and the worthleſſneſs of his perſon ! Ml ? 
Almoſt the very laſt words he {poke were to this pu- b 
poſe, uttered with an extraordinary devotion of ſpi ' 

0 


rit, After having witneſſed his reſignation to the 
will of God, and his humble hopes in his mercy and 
goodneſs : Bur, ſays he, when you have the charity i * 
io remember me in your prayers, do not think me 
a hotter man than I am; but look 3 me as n- 
decd I am, . moſt miſerable fioner. 
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ba ue ne, and the wicked 4 * 


Bot I forbear to mention any farther the pact * 
ind virtues which ſhined forth in the life and fpinf i . 
our friend The experience which many of] iy 
ave had of them in his converſation, will furni as 

Are 


all I can fay, 4 
, there 
mar 


ou with a better ſenſe of them th 


the particular inltagces have 
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than one or two here proſeot who can bear Wit 

io the truth of them. And I hope there are non 
2 that will think me guilty of fo much imprudenc 
1s to utter fallhoods of him in a place where he w 
well known, and where there are ſo many ſo we 
cquainted wich molt of the important and privat 
ſſages of his No. I know you are ſenſib! 
ne far ſhort all I have ſaid comes of his true worth 
| with the fame ſpirit, tha 
; and true goodneſs ca 


ould ſpeak aright of h 

ot be expreſſed, but felt. 

Give me leave only to join in with your meditati 
* aud to think with you on he leſſons we ma 
earn from the preſent diſpenſation accordiog to 
tifferemt relations and cwcumila 

And now, good people, let us conſider his ex- 
ample, and our gazly loſs of him. O that we would 
once learn to be wiſe, and to live like Chriſtians ! 
You are all ſenſible what an eminent example he 
hath given us ; and, alas ! what hinders that we 
ſhould not be followers of him, even as he ally was 
of Chriſt ! How may we ſee in him all our little pre- 
tences and prejudices againſt piety and goodneſs daſh» 
ed and handed Where is the man that will ſay, 
he taltes as much ſolid pleaſure in his jollity and epps, 
that his luſts and vices create in him as great a ſere- 
pity of mind, afford him as much comfort, diſpoſe him 
to as much patience and contentedneſs in any condi- 
tion, as were always ſeen to be the vewaud and bleſſin 
of the innocence and goodneſs of his life? When did 
erer ſuch an univerſal eſteem and Iove wait upon a bad 
man to his grave, as we ſce hath accompanied the pie - 
ty and virtue of one who was ambitious of nothin 
Icfs than the glory of men ; while yet all mouths 
Are open in his praiſe, every man ſpeaks good 
Ji, td peſos of al Fes x0d reifte among 
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us lament his loſs, apd bedew his he3pte with tozrs ? 


O how peaceful and reſigned do we ice the deain of 
the righteous ! and how unlike muit ours be to it, 
if we will bot live their life]! What an uaiformuy is 
there in the virtue and innocence of that life that 
ſprings from true goodneſs, and the love of God? 
And © how void mult we be of it, how palpable our 
hyprociſy, if our actions contradict one another; it 
we bleſs God. and yet curſe and do evil to our neigb- 
Bour ; if we confeſs and beg pardon for our fins, and 


yet breathe and meditate revenge againſt others, and 


if we have not a reſpect to all his commandments ! If 
we mult needs look upca the ſaints and holy men of 
God ia old time, as if they had been creatures of ano - 
ther nature, and conſider their example as diſproporti» 
oned to our condition; yet here we have ſeen one 
converſing amongſt us like to ourſelves, ſubject to the 
fame paſhons, temptations, and infirmities, and yet 
conquering all theſe through Chriſt that ſtrengthenel 
bim. And why ſhould we turn off all ſerious thoughts 
to old age, as if we were then only fit oy LIE 
we were 6t for nothing elſe ! May net the piety ad 
innocence of his youth, ſhame us into a better mund, 
and more Chtiſlian lives ! For honourable age is nit 
that which flandeth in length of time, nor that ii 
meaſured by number of years. But wiſdom is tht 
gray hair unto men, and an unſpotted life is old agi. 
Thus the righte:us that is dead, ſhall condemn itt 
2ngodly which are living; and youth that is ſoon per. 
feed, the many years and old age of the unrighteou. 

And O what ſhall we ſay of that divine provi 
dence, which hath taken this /jg4t from among vs ! 
The ways of the Lord are wonderful, and his jodg- 
ments are made a great deep. One who was ſe 
great an example of piety, an ernament to bis c 
wy and the church, is quickly removed from vs 5 
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die youth: and many who are the reproach of reli- 
gion, the ſcandaſ of the wotid, and the ſhame of hu- 
man nature, are left to old age; whether to fill up 
the meaſure of their fins, or to lead them to tepen- 
tance, God knows. He whom God had bleſſed 
with fo mech light to inſtruct us, and virtue and 
zcal to direct us; who was ſo helpful to enlighten us 
by his ſermons and diſcourſes, and to edify us by his 
example, is ſaddealy ſnatched away from us. O that 
we may hear the rod, and him who Bath afpnirited 
it ! When we make no ufe of God's talents, (ſuch 
are the inſtructions, and counfel; and example of 
good men), he takes them from us. Alas! what 
an ill account can we render of this? Could we A- 
mol imagine ſermogs more ſerious, affectionate, and 
heavenly 5 and yet wherein have we been prevailed 
with to better our lives, to forego one vice we were 
otherwiſe inclined to, or to do that good we were 
averſeto? All the uſe we make of his example is, 


to ſeem to approve and commend ir; but wherein © 


do we imitate it? Do we think that other helps 
would do better, that other means and circumſtances 
would ha ve more influence on our lives ? Alas ! my 
brethren, they thx vi net bear Maſes and ther pro- 
p lets. neither would they be perſuuued though ane 
frrald rife from the dead. But we vre uſually moſt 
ſenſible of the worth of wortdly bleſſngs. and moſt 
thankful for them, when God takes them from us. 
And O that our appetite may be thus at Jeall quick- 
ened for ſpiritual bleſſings ! O that our preſent lt 
may have this inſſuence upon us, that we may be tru- 
ly ſenſible of God's. poodneſs in beſtowing this blet- 
hng ſo long apon ts, that we may adore his provi- 
dence in depriving vs of it, and that the impretiivns 
he hath left on our minds of his life and ſpuit, and 
the ſeed ol the goſpel he hath fown 16 out Leaits, may 
%. », N 3 "ks. by 
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b God's f race et bring forth friſt in us. Finn 
17 brethren, 17 bebe, Magens true, a — 
things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 700. Kc. 
Theſe things which ye bade bh learned aud receiv. 
ed, and heard and ſæen in him, de; and the God f 
peace ſhall be with you. 

And you, my friends, who were his more pecy- 
liar care, his children, of whom he travailed in birth 
till Chi ſhould be formed in you, whom he was 
ſo ſolicitous to have fitted for the ſervice of Jcſu, 
and the care of ſouls ; z! Rho ben bliire yaur 

tears, or with bold anef ? Ny father, ny le- 
thor, th: „ . the e hats. 
. It is not poſſible for me to expreſs the bleſling 
you had in him: -# know your owri heives abe fev- 
ic of in bryan! #14 So lay. what an vſeful 
vide and director was he! dear were you unto 
fim f How unaffectedly humble d ingenvovs i 
las converfirtfen ! How wile and pious were bis in- 
ſtructions and advices ! How much were his thoughts 
taken up about you, making them all ſcrve for his 
great deſign of fitting you for the holy junction! 
And how. great and unſpeakable is your Joſs ! O let 
vs adore, and ſubmit to the divine providence, 
Search and try your hearts, and conſider your ways, 
and reckon what fruit you have brought forth wor- 
thy of ſuch a bleſſing 3 and whether you have not 
deſerved the removal of that light, while you have 
been ſo little careful to be injightened by his inſtruc- 
tions, or warmed by his piety and zeal. God with- 
draws from vs ſuch uſefol bleſſings to ſlir us up to ſhake 
off our ſloth, and to a more ardent care and endeavour 
ſor tte enlightening of our minds, and the purifying 
of our hearts, for Which-his He and ſpisit wand 
have been fp uſeful to as. If you would let the 

0 


Vo 2 8 


- & & 7 


— © «a T SS SS = 7 &@ >? T F 


_— YM wow WY A TTY BB <S 


1 Mr. Henry Scougal. 295 


would nat he guy of me aboſc and muliapeove- | 
went of ave of be. grcwentt_bloſhngs you cer bed. 


remember bis ioſtructions, follow his advices, and 
ſtudy to be what A all tac. world he was moſt deſit- 
ous you ſhould be; make it appear that his labour 
is not in vain. You have known his dectrine, manucr 
of life, purpeſe, ſaith, long ſuffering, charity and 
patience, You may remember how he behaved him- 
ſelf among you; what, and how he inſtructed you, 
You ler has defies he we both to ha rc you 
good mn, and well for ide hay winbey. 
Conſider how, above things, he directed you to 
the puriſyipg of your hearts; and the exerciſes of 
trace repentance. Think wane guavity he required 
in j ant bekaezour, what modeily and hagohey is your 
wards and converfation, agfwerabtc te yowr deſign» 

ing lach an ; What abffredhon from um- 
Juzable bofnels or compagy. Call to mind the cage 
he had oþ dueGing your ladies awght ; how he 
diverted you from ſuch learning as was not apt to 
give you a ſenſe of piety and religion; took you off 
ſrom an itching curioſity about queſtions and ſlriſes of 
words, which miniſter to vanity and contention ; per- 
ſuaded you to cleanneſs of heart, truly pious def igns, 
and frequent devotion, as the beſt difpolitions and 
helps for knowledge: and dit ed ed you to ſuch books 
and ſtudies as might ſerve to give you a right and deep 
ſenſe of Chriſtianity, and of the import..ace and du» 
ties of the holy function. Remember how much he 
bewailed the unſeemly haſte, and unfit m hos and 
arts which ſome uſcd, io thruſt themſelves inte the holy 
miniltry ; aod admired the diſſerent condutt of the 
bay men in old tunes ; who, ſenfibie of is great 
weight, and apprebenfwe of their awn infethoongy, 

were almoſt always ſores ie ir by the hep, apd 


the gQppraers of the churek, Conſider, 1 befcech 
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you, of what importance he thought it both for your 
own ſouls. and thoſe which might be your charge, 
that you ſhould uſe all prudent means fincerely to 
examine yourſelves before hand, of your fitrel; 
both in heart and fpirit for that employment, ard 
the purity of your intentions, deſigning truly the fer. 
vice of 7e/us Chriſt, and the good of mens ſouls, 
and not the fordid ends of vanitv, worldly minded- 
neſs, or ambition, And O that theſe things may 
fink" into your hearts! and that you may continue in 
the things we learned of him, and have been . 
ſured of, knowing of whom you have learned them 
And you whom providence hutir inttuſted — 

he care and education of the 5, pardon me al 
to call to mind the example of our dear friend 

vhile he made one of your fociety. You know y 
ave the charge of the hopes of the next generation 
nd that the welfare both of the church and ſtarey 
nd their own good and happineſs, doth; very much 
depend upon the right forming of their minds and 
zempers in their younger years; and that, as the 
making this your great deſign in that employment 
doth molt tend to promote it, ſo you can never mor 
ferve your own inetreſts than in it. All callings ha 
weir ſeveral temptations 3 and Civilians, or ſloth, of 
tereſt. or ignorance, may be the bane of this; 
he ill management of it has a more univerſally bad 
fluence on the world, than that of the Molt other 

i ploy ments, as the happy fruits of the faith/ts.di 
arge of fore as fy tranfoend mes othees. WF 
are all made for eternity 3 and we cannot go about 
any thing aright, if our eye be not fixed upon its 
end, and if all {ubordinate ends have not a refpeRt 
to the great end of our being. The holy catlng 
has this for its immediate end and deſign ; and, next 
to it, yours has the nearelt relation tout, We #77 
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fet apart to declare the light which Zefa Chrift has 
revealed from heaven, by which % $rought li/e and 
immortality to ligbt through the goſpel ; and you, to 
clear up the remaios of the light of nature that is 
within us; ard he that dwells in light inacceſlible, is 
the fountain and author of both. We ought to be 
careful, that men be not miſled by falſe ſights, nor 
millake darkneſs for light, and to perſuade them to 
live by the light of 7e/us Chriſt : and you are to be- 
ware, that we do not take the prejudices of glnid- 
baod, cuſtom, and education, our own or other 
mens foolith fancies, for clear notions and lights of 
our underitarding. As the bad uſe of our reaſos, 
and the confuſion of the light of nature, has made 
men pervert or dilbelieve the light of Zeſus Ghrift ; 
lo the fncere and right uſe of it doth (trangely dif 
poſe us to reccive that jipht, to admire and love it, 
and to lead our lives accordingly. , True philoſophy 
leads us to acknowledge and adore the author of our 
being: to admite his intizite perfeckions, from the 
vaitaeſs, order, and uſefalneſs of his works; to be 
featble of his abſclute diſpoſal of all things, and our 
catite dependence upon him for life, thought, aud 
motion. It ſhews us the ſpiritual nature of our im- 
mortal ſon's, and the meanneſs and vanity of fen- 
ſual picalures, It diſcovers to us the {hortnels of 
our realun, aud the little ground we have for vans 
ty, either for, our knowledge, who know ſo few and 
bo lte of his works, or for what we art or can do, 
Wiko owe, all to, him, and bout fo qncaace ,proportrion 
to the _gnivertc.of bodies and fps. It lots us ſce, 
that our only happineſs were to have our wills uE 
to bis; and thews us, that we ſhouid love him abure 
vl, and have an univerſal love for ali men; ai, id, 
that all our felicity conſiſts in {tadying thus bear: 
the common good of the world, It gives cc ende 
N 5 10 
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to make us ſenſible of the ſtrange corruption of or 
hearts, and how far we are from being what we 
ſhould be, and how unable we are to give out- 
ſclves thoſe diſpoſitions of love, and fear, and reve- 
rence, that we owe our Maker. And thus it leads 
us to the Redeemer of mankind, and makes appear 
how mnch need we have of his grace and truth, 
3 not but theſe, and ſuch like conſideratious, 
do engage you to make this your great view and de- 
fgn, to diſpoſe the youth, both by your inſtructiors 
and example, to a right ſenſe of religion, and luit- 
able apprehenſions of the maker of the world. and 

e redeemer of mankind ; without which view phis 
ofophy is altogether vain and impertinent. And 

ou yourſelves know how exemplary your friend 

as in making it uſeful for this end, His pious and 

Chriſtian Ethichs, his peaceable and devout life, his 

rivate inſtruction and training up, of the youthj 

9 order to this. defign, will be laſting temembranec# 
| to many ages. 

And now, my brethren, what ſhall we ſay, or 
whether ſhall, we turn our thoughts ! Alas! our loſs 
is great and unſpeakable. How much do we ſtand 
in need of ſuch lights and examples! Alas! how 
weighty is our employment! What prudence and 


piety does it call for! How dangerous is the negled, 


or ill management of it! What need have we of luch 
a monitor to ſhake off our ſloth, and awe, and inſtruct 
us by his example! Pariſbes are holy ſhips, as one 
„e, whoſe Curates are the pilots, and eternity 
© the port they mult guide them to. If it need fo 
** muchart and fo long experience to ſail upon the ſeas, 
* what knowledge and prudence does it call for, to 
* paſs over happily the fea of this world, where tem- 


« peſts never ceaſe ? Alas ! who can think, with · 


; % out 
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©« out ſenſible grief an hinter tones, that the helm 
« of thele veſſels, which contain ſuch precious wares, 


. * as coſt no leſs than the blood of Cod, ſhould be 


committed ordinarily to men of ſo little experi- 
* ence ; that they are not only ignorant of the tem- 
« peſts, ſaclves, and banks of this terrible ſea, but 
« even have not the ſtrength and induſtry to guide 
« their own little veſſel back to the road? And thoſe 
« ineſtimable riches are frequently intruſted to thoſe 
„hom they will ngt truſt with a purſe of fifteen 
«* or twenty pieces. But, even when the pilots are 


„able, Who would not at laſt loſe their courage to 


« ſee themſclves ſailing amidſt ſo many hazards, 
«and with ſo little ſucce's? How many ſtupid ones 
„fell out of the yetts! ? How many imprudent ores 
« cet out to ſail apart in ſhalops? How many deſ- 
« perate ones throw themſelyes over, and abandon 


„ themſelves to the fury of the waves ? What diſ- 
; * quicts, what grieſs, and what trouble for the poor 


« pilot? He muſt run on all ſides to reach out his 
% hand to thoſe that fall, He mult exhauſt bie 
„ 149,25, in trviag to call thoſe that flze away. He 
© ma't ce frequently threw bimſcit into the fea, 
to 1ccaver thoke whom the waves [wajlaw wp. If 
*he watch not, the fall of the firit will be imputed 
* to him. If he be filent, he will anfwer for the 
*« flight of the ſecond. If he fear labour and tra- 
* vail, he will be accuſed of the other's diſpair. If, 
in a word, he want vigilance, ſtrength, and cou -- 
* rage, he will be guilty of as many bloodſheds as 
„he lets, ſouls periſh” This is a faint image of 
our condition. How may theſe thought: fill us 
with aſtoniſhment and fear ? What a riſk do we 


Tun while we are engaged in ſuch a dangerous em- 


ployment ? What picty and pruderce, vigilance, and 


courage, does it call for ? How {trangely does our 
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ſloth and negligence infe& one another, and Ji! 
us into careicineſs, wh the waves fwd us up ? 
What need have we of ſome 0 call upon us, to mind 
us of our danger, to make us athamed of our ſloth, 
and to (tir us up by their example ? And whata 
bleſſing was our friend to us in this reſpet ? How 
did he inſpire life and ſpirit in all good defigns 2. 
monglt us, and ſtir vs up to our duty by his publick 
and private care, as far as his influences could reach, 
an by his example? How well did he anſwer 
the character of a good man, and a good clergy. 
man? tits innoceney was eminent ant} -Obſervabie 
from his childhood? fo that he had a good report from 
them that were without. He had been trained up 
from a child in the holy ſeriptures; and ſuch iaſtruc 
tions as might inſpire him with the right knowledpg 
of them, and a deep ſenſe of religion; and which 
might make him wiſe unto ſalvation. As he uf 
been devoted for the holy. calling from his infancy 
ſo he was called to it by the authority and hearty 
approbation of thole who ard impowered by God, 
having the inward teſtimony A Tg conſcience, 
and of the purity of his intentions q far from any de; 
Gan of vain glory or intereit. His Wind was ſore 
with all ſort of knowledge withgot agity or 
tention. His piety was eminent and ſingular, al. 
ways accompanied with an unaffected humility. His 
ſpirit and diſpoſition was ever peaceable. His love 
to God, and mens (fouls, made him Nady the divine 
art of becoming all things to all men that he might 
{ave ſome. None was ever more mortiſied to covetoul- 
neſs or filthy Jacrce His charity in almſgivings were 
exemplary, in all things ſhewing himſelf a pattern of 
good works, In his doctrine he ſnewed uncorrupt- 
e ineſs, gravity, and ſiacerity, found words thit 


could not be condemned. His diſcourſe was always 
modeſt, 
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modett, and ie converfanron uſeful, He watched 
all occaſions-of doing good to mens ſouls, and would 
not let them Ap. Never man was more apt to teach, 
being gentle to all men. Thole that oppoſed theme 
{elves to the truth, or were overtaken in a fault, he 
endeavoured to infirat, and reſtore in the ſpirit of 
meckncis, avoiding fooliſh queſtions, and \trifes of 
words And, by walking in ail good conſcience be- 
fore God and man, he bath, among other things, 
given a ſingular inſtance of gaining the love and ef- 
teem of all, and preſerving his perlon and his of- 
fce from that contempt which they ſay is ſo general. 
ly thrown upon our order, Ss that cue ſcaree any 
man deſpiſed big yourn, How may we behold in his 
life, as in a glaſs, the virtues and qualities of a true 
miniſter of Feſus Chri/? 2 What a living inſtrudtion 
was it to us, whereby we might obſerve our own de- 
ſects, and be ſtirred ap to our duty? Who can fa- 
'thom the myſteries of providence, or tell what judge 
ments may threaten the church by the removal of 


fach a burning and ihiniog light? 7 ke righteous man 


prricheth, and n= man layeth it to heart; merciſul 
men are taken away. none cor:;federing that it is from 
the evil t come. O that his life and example may 
be yet active among us; that we may be acted by 
the ſame ſpirit, not to mind our own things, but 
the things of 7eſur Chri/? ; that we may have pit 
on ore and this milcrablechurch - that the dale 
| ble diſtractions; and the univerſal 
proven of mens lives, may fink deep into our 

earts ! O that the love of 7e/us, and the care of 
ſouls, may inſpire our hearts, and direct our ſtudies, 
and enliven our — increaſe our vigilance, 
and guide our lives ! Sve us, Lord, or elſe we 
22 


302 ferme at the funcral 


And now, my friends, what words er.,gricf.,on 
| expreſs our lols ? you whom nature ot choice bad 
more peculiarly endeared to bim; yu Who were 
honoured with his friendſhip, and bleſſed. with his 
converſation ;« ho were guided by his cone. and 
comforted by his preſence; who was the reiiſh of 
your joys, and the caſe of your griefs : [ am dillreſ- 
ed for thee, my brother,; very pleaſant haſt thu been 
unto me. Thy love unto me was w5nderful, paſſing 
the love of w;men. But, alas! what do we moum 
our private loſes," whan the Joſs is fo publick and u- 
niverſal, aad every man copceroed an it; while it is 
not the removal of our candle only, but of a light of 
the world, and a publick good ? Every man who 
knew him, or beard of him, claims a ſhare in our 
grief, and bewail their particular loſs in him. The 
gffeRionare father remembers a moſt dutiſul and 
rtable ſon ; relations cry out of the loſs of theit 
areſt and molt uſeful kinſman ; friends beual 
:ir being torn from a friend indeed; the learned 
moan the want of n great owner and: promoter of 
jrue knowledge ; the youth lament their being Y 


prived of a molt pious, wiſe, affectionate and ole 
oy the poor groan, for the loſs of a father; th 
evout find the want of a director and pattern; the 
zwrch fcels herſelf deprived of ove of her pureſt 
ahts: the clergy are ſenſible he was to them an en- 
mple and an honour ; the people acknowledgs 
ey bad a bleſſing of him in his life and docttine 
he whole nation may ſcel the want of a great p104 

oter of true loyalty, and all Chriftian virtues 2 
"ay by bis example and inſtructions, and are ſcny 


eral ſets among us lament his loſs, and ſeem 
2 that a tew like him would ſoon heal 


; and abs js pigas lie, and micck ufs 
uon, 


e what an honor, he was to them: yea, the 4 
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tions, iF any thing, would ſar haze tecaxeted them 
from their errors. O bow is am, loſs ſwallowed up 
in the publick ! My farwtr, my /ather, the chart 
o!1 of Iſrael, end the horfornen thereof. Þ, if 
But whether would our pathons dyiye us „Shall we 
forget the governor of the world, and who is 7he 
Lord of life and death We muſt not look on his 
removal from us as a fatal neceſſity, or a blind ſtroke 
of chance and fortune; as the ſport af the humaurs | 
and parts that campoſed his body. No, no The 
avthor of the univerſe employs ſtill that power, and 
wiſdom, and goodneſs, in ruling the world, that he 
did in making it. In him we live, and move, and 
have our being. His hand is in every thing that be- 
fals us; all that ſtrickes our ſenſes, which we fee, or 
hear, or know, or feel within curſelves, and impute X.- 
to other inſtruments, are really the eſſecis of bis 
power, and are ordered by him for great and wiſe 
ends. A hair of our head does not fall te the 
ground without his leave. This that has now befals 
len us, is an holy indiſpenfable effect of a decree of 
the providence of God, to be executed in its due 
time. He had not ſent him into this world for 
latling temporal comfort unto us, but for the great wa 
wiſc ends of his own glory, and of the world that is to 
come. Let us not look upon this accident in itſelf, 
but in God, and in bis will. Let us, in humble 
ſlence, adore the unſearchable depth of his ſecrets ; 
acknowledge the holineſs of his decrees ; bleſs the 
conduct of his providence ; and, (aecording to that fig- | 
gular example whieh-we Have ſetn on this occaſion, 
in one of abe gaeetelt fathesly affetions, heightened * 
by all kinds of endes mH], uniting our wills to 
the will of God, and ſacrificing our natural paſſions 
unto it, let us walk with him, in him, and for him, 
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and what he hath willed in us, and for us, to all e. 
tettit y. e 
And. truly. if we look upon our dear friend, and 
coniider What he hath been, and what he now is, and 
ſhall he to all eternity, it will make us yet the more 
ſcoſible bow much we ought to re ſiga ourſelves to, 
and g glorify the will ot ou: heavenly Father in his 
wiſe Ciſpoial oft him The lite of a Chriſtian is a con- 
tiquai ſacrifice to God; crucifying our carthly atfecti- 
ons, mortifying on; finful paſſioas, and ſubduing our 
wills to his; and this ſactifice is finiſhed and per. 
feted by death: the wes of men, and tbe 
gidents that befal them, ought. to allcct our, ſpirits, 
according as they break off or advance in ſacrificing | 
their hearts and lives to God, How comfortable hag 
his life been to us and to Mk, good men in this rej | 
ect; from the time he was devoted and given und | 
to Joa. Chriſt in his baptiſm, kow has he been fir 
ted by the grace of the Holy Spirb, ro offer up ki | 
fe a continual ſacritice to God; reſifaining conſtant | 
oy the corruption of his nature from breaking out | 
into any great impurity or crime, ſubdulog every! 
day bis pathons, purifyicg his affections, Nudying t 
do every thing in and for God, and endeav ou 
Eontiona| reſ2nation of his will to him? And in th 
ve muit not regret his few years, and the iortueß 
his days; for with God cone day is ar @ thouſand 
years, and a thouſand years at ene day, Length of 
lite is not to be meatured by many revolutions of che 
heavens, but by the progreſs we have made in the 
great deſign for which we are ſent iato the world: 
and in this reſpect /e, being ſantified in a little lime, 
hath fuljiiled a long time ; fo that he hath truly 
lived much in a few years, and died an oh man an 
eight and ewopty. He haih now üniſhed the work 


that God bath given bim to do: he hath accomp!: 2 
c 
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ed the chiag for which he was ſent into the world: 
by death he hath now perfected the ſacrifice of him- 
ſelf, and the will of God is fulfilled in him. Whatever 
torror there may be in death to the natural man, 
kowerer terrible it is to the wicked and impenitent 3 
yet to the godly, to all that conſider it n Jeſus Chrift, 
it is full of joy and comfort. O death where is thy 
ing? O grave where is thy victory! The ſling 
of death is fin, and the frengtb of fix is the law. 
But thanks be to God, who hath given us the victory 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lsrd. He hath made the 
eng of terrors to become the ohject of the moſt ar- 
dent geſfres and wiſhes of his own ; for, if to us /v 
live be Chriſt, ſure | 
To die is gain. I will not now launch out into 
this boundleſs ocean, ro ſpeak of the unſpeakable 
bappineſs of rhe other world, and of the great ad- 
vantages of the death of thoſe whoſe liie is Chri/7's. 
But O how may this, after the example of the an- 
cient Chriſtians, fill us with joy and comfort, in the 
pious and well-grounded hopes of the happineſs of 
our dear friend! Well may we think we hear him 
fy, Why dé you mourn for me? Weep not for 
me, but weep for yourſelves ; for to me 10 die is 
ain, We live ſlill in a wor:d- of fin and miſery, 
of datkneſs and ſolly: ve ſce nothing here but mars 
ter of tears and grief; we are among a crowd of 
people who are marching on to eternal miſery, whe 
know not but the next ſtep may bring them to their 
journcy's end; and yet never think of any thing, 
but bling their bellie ſatisfying their luſts, or wor- 
rying one another by the way. We have great dif- 
heulty to find the ſtrait path to eternal life ; and, 
u hen we know it; and are entered into it, the ſeem- 
ing pleaſure of the by paths, the temptations and 


example of the throng about us, a rooted corruption 
| wahin 


— 
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within us, and a ſubtile enemy that watches us, an 
ready at every ſtep to betray uns and. to tuta s afide 


into the paths that lead to deſtruction : ard. what : 


bleſſing is it to be free of all theſe? 
How happy is our friend, who enjoys now an ab. 
folute freedota from all the pains, and griefs, and 


"troubles of this miſerable world; who is out of the 


reach of all thoſe temptations and ſoares ; ;. whoſe ſoul 
is unclogged from an earthly body, freed from iu 
guilt, and cleanſed from its corruptions by the blood 
of Jeſus, and put beyond the poſſibility of ever (1. 
ning or offending againſt its maker, which now onh 


begins to live, (the being born into this world being 


rather a death, and dying the beginning to live for 
ever); being now all light, and life, and love, an 
maven, ſecing and enjoying God; having its wil 
wholly ſwallowed up in his, being as if it were loſt in 
him, and in the napturems bliſs of his love; joining 
in pure and holy friendſhip with angels and archangel 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, in adoring 


and admit ing our Maker and Redeemer, being cnleyg- 


ed in holy cherey and ardent prayers for us poor 
mortals here below, and rejoicing over one (inner 
that repenteh; waiting for the redemption of the 
body, when this mortal ſhall put on immortality. and 
what is here ſown in corruption and a natural boch, 


ſhall be raiſed in incorruption and ſpiritual ; and death 


ſhall be \wa'owed up in victory, when they (hail haps 
pily be reunited, and live in joy and bliſs to all eters 
nity ? Bleed are the dead that die in the Tird; 


they rel} from their labours, and their wars © 


fol leu them They that be auiſe, ſhall ſpius as tit 


brizhtne/s of the firmament : and they that turn ma 


ny to ri hteꝛujneſt, as the flars for ever and cv. 


Who can {peak aright of that happineſs which. che 


hath aot len, nor car heard, nor the heart of nun 
conceived ! 
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conceived O let us not bewail the abſence of our 
friend with fewitieds fr er des; 007 /crrow as they 
that have no hape : but let us always endeavgur, af. 
ter his example, ſo to live to Chriſt in this world, 
that our death may be the ſame gain and advantage 
to us; that with him, and all the bleſſed ſpirits, we 
may lire in eternal friendſhip and love, with the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, Cod over all 
bleſſed for evermore, Amen, 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


CEFLECTION-. Sf 


On the ſad repert of the death of a learned and pin 
Friend, Novem. 4. 1668. 


Ge ! how are our lives checquired with 
| misfortunes ? do not our greateſt comfort 
| make way for lan calamitics ? What were 


our lives, if not ſweetened with converſe ? and what 
doth friendihip. but expoſe us as a larger mark for 
the ſhafts of miſery » Where we are often woundedia 
another perſon? 

The pureit cryſtal is the ſooneſt cracked, while the 
coarſer metal can endure a {troke. The brittle cage 
was much too narrow, lo ig to incloſe a bird, whole 
ſoaring wing requi ed a Targer volary, Soon Gi 
that nohle ciptive preſage the ruin of his ferial pri- 
ſon, wiiie others downed it ſtrong enough to hall 
ont an ordinary tempeſt. Bot fince it were a {chit 
neſs iacontittent with true friend{hip, (if I may 4. 
ſpire to {» lexelling a relation) to envy or tegrete his 
happy condition, though jowed with my greate? 

los 
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los, I leave him in the ſwe:t embraces of that glori- 
ous faint, whoſe mournful lunerals he lately celebrated 
with many learned tears, and ſhall reſerve a room in 
wy heart for the memory of his ſingular perfeQions, 


REFLECTION II. 


On the fight of the foreſaid perſon whym I had con- 
cluded to be dead, Novem, 10. when 1 had occalion 
ts vijit him at his houſe. 


H APP Y diſappointment ! to ſee him yet a- 
live, whom ſome days I had buried in my ap- 
prehenſions. 1 | has 
hut did my haſty paſſion extort the leaſt refleQi- 
on? and may not the welcome fruſtration of my for- 
mer thoughts ſupply me with freſh ones? 

The uncertainty of our intelligence at *fo' ſmall a 
dillance, where we have the advantage of c ual 
commerce, may juſtly make us ſuſpect theſe oral tra- 
ditions, whereunto the Popi/ party would underprop 
their tottering opinions: ſuch open channels being 
ſo expoſed to that noxious mire, wherewith ignorance 
or intereſt might eaſily pollute them. 

But yet the variety of ſyrups and cleQuaries that 
have ſo tranformed this virtuoſo's library into an a- 
pothecary's ſhop, ſuggeſt voto me a ſhrewd ſuſpici- 
on, that the report hath not been altogether deſtitute 
of a foundation : yea, even and thele who had the 
happineſs and pains of attending him in his violent 
fever, da inform that his ſoul had once retired fo 
cloſely, as to ſhun the ſearch of his molt loving 
friends, Or rather, may I ſay, that not being ſatiſ- 
hed with a Piſeah view of the heavenly Canaan, ſhe 
bad taken flight over Jordan, to ſpy out the _ 

rom 
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from whence ſhe hath, no doubt, Caleb-like, retum- 
ed with. Let us go up and take it. Bleſſed be Ged 
who hath yet a while pent up this heaven-born flame 

into an carthen Janthorn, from whence we may te- 
ccive its comfortable influence. . oF 


REFLECTION HII. 


Some ſerious thoughts, eccaſroned by the diſappoiti. 
ment of an important deſign, Septem. 7. 


OW ſuddenly is my ſou] ſurpriſed by thoſe Wl | 
diſmal emotions! into what depth of trouble MF | 
am I plunged by the unſuſpected defeat of my hopes! 
Had my infant deſires been {trangled in the birth, MW « 
they, no doubt, ſhould have expired with fever 
pangs ; for no ſooner was this paſſion admitted by WF | 
me, but it ſeemed to be authoriſed by ſome ſpecid WW \ 
providence, pointing at, and recommending the deſign, i 
I look upon, as a great occaſion of my preſent mil- WM i 
fortune, that I am deſtitute of a friend, by whole f 
diſcretion I might be guided, till the cloud be dil- N e 
pelled, wherewith my mind is overcaſt, and in whoſe b 
boſom 1 might vent theſe reſentments, which being MW & 
pent up, do ſcorch me with the greater heat; wheres 
by I muſt have recourſe to that pitiful ſhift, com* W « 
miiting my thoughts to paper, which may by chance MW f 
diſcloſe them, unleſs I would be at pains to conjure t 


it to ſecrecy by means of unuſeful characters. n 
My belt, is to call in the affiſtance of principles, W i: 
which religion and morality afford me, c 


Never had paſſion ſo blinded me, as to make me R 
expect abſolute ſatisfaction in the ſucceſs of that pro- W 
jet. I could eaſily forſee ſeveral inconveniencies WW it 


which mult needs have attended it; nor did I _ 
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but there lurked a great many more, not to be gdif- 
cerned before enjoyment. Experience had taught me, 
that it is the nature of ſublunary things to EE a 
deal fairer before he fruition, when the diſtance con- 
ceals thoſe many aſperities which a nearer approach 
doth betray 3 which made me conclude, that patience 
is no ſmall ingredient in human felicities, Let me 
then employ the forces of my reſolution, which were 
intended to bear me up in the troubles of that condi. 
tion, I aimed at, in mollifyirg the reſentments of my 
preſent loſs. \ 

What know 1, bat this providence, which to my 
prejudicated fancy, can appear nothing leſs than the 
rod of an-offended deity, may be intended as a favour, 
by that God, whole prerogative it is to foreſee future 
events, and who doth often befriend us in the diſap- 
pointment of our mol} promiſing deſigns : ſo pur» 
blind are we in the purſuit of happineſs, that had 
we the diſpoſal of our own affairs, we ſhould unluck- 
ily plunge our ſelves into incxtricable calamities: it 
is but reaſonable we ſhould refer the conduct of our 
fortunes to infinite wiſdom, who governeth the ſpa» 
cious world, whereof we, and perhaps all the inha- 
bitants of the inferior globe, make but a very inconſi- 
derable portion. 

But whatever might have been the other conſe» 
quences of what I intended, the difficulty which I 
fied in weaning my deſires from it, makes me fear, 
that after long acquaintance, it ſhould have gone 
near to enhance that meaſure of my affections which 
is due to no finite object; and 1 have no reaſon to 
complain, if 1 efcape ſo dangerous a ſnare, though 
R were by means of harſher diſpenſations. 

— Infinite Majeſty ot heaven ! who art ever happy 
in thy ſelf, take compaſſion on the works of thy 
bands ; and pity the diſtractions and calami-ies, where» 
W:th poor mortals arc toſſed and turmoiled. 

What 
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What doth this world afford us, but anxiety in 
projects, vanity in enjoyments, and vexa*10n in dil- 
appointments? Man that is born of a woman ts % ſery 
days and full of trouble: my purpoſes are broken off, 
even the thoughts of heart. 

O Lord, thou alone kno weſt the preſent diſcompo· 
ſure of my fpirit, rebuke J beſeech thee, the frianz 
tempel; and reſtore my ſobl fo that calmneſs and 
tranquillity, which may capacitate me for the duties 
of thy ſervice and my calling. 

Touch my heart with the ſcoſe of thy divine ex- 
cellencies, and cauſe me to remember, that any real 
goodneſs which is to be found among thy creatures, 
is but a faint ray, a very ſmall Rream, proceeding 
from thc father of lights, and fountain of living was 
ters. O that now at Jength I may give up with all 
intereſt and deſigns, and may ſincerely proſecute the 
end of my creation! entirely reſigning myſelf to the 
obedience of thy laws, and diſpoſal of thy providence; 
and when others are enquiring. who will hew them 
any goed ? lift thou up the light of thy bleſſed conn- 
renance on me, and make me taſte of the joys which 
are at thy right hand, and the pleaſures which es- 
dure for evermore. | 


REFLECTION IV, 


Short time after, the temper of my ſoul was ſuch, at 
prompted me to the ſol lowing meditations, 


1 CANNOT longer admire that variety which! 
ſee among the humours and inclinations of men, 
fince ſo ſhort a time hath hugely altered the temper 
of my own, and preſented a ſcene ſo different fron 
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It is not long fince 1 was driven by the violence of 
unruly deſires, and carried with the tides of unbrid- 
ed paſſions : fo that all the forces of my reſolution 
were ſcarce able to keep off ſome dangerous ſnelve; 
and now I ſuffer a calm, not much leſs troubleſome 
than the late ſtorm. | 

There is . no gele u extend my flagging ſails; 
no defign to ex ite and eniiver my dull and unactive 
ſpirits. O what a tedious and Janguiſhing thing is 
the life of man, when not actuated by ſome atfection, 
ard directed towards ſome end! | 

Doubtleſs the 822:0ks ſhot at rovers, when they 
prefcribed an apathy, as tbe only felicity of man. 
Our thoughts, like mill ſtones, mult be always Grind- 
ing ſome grill, and, if deſtitute of matter, will ſet 
the whole frame on fire : nor will they be entertain» 
ed with the pleaſant ideas of impraQticable purpoſes z 
theſe may ſerve as ſhort dirertiſements to the fan- 
cy, but will not prove a laſting employment to the 
mind, | 

It doth therefore nearly concern me, to pitch u 
os ſome deſign, which may deſerve the bental of 

my affe tions, and ſuſtain the weight of my ſoul : 
and ia this attempt, the moſt promiſing method ſeems 
to be, that by noticing the occaſion of my former 
deviations, and obſerving the unuſual eſſays of others, 
may more warily direct my courſe, and lay a more 
lolid foundation. ä 

All men purſue happineſs, yet moſt of the world 
continue miſerable. Some place their felicity in an 
aggregate of ſuch things and circumſtances, as either 
in their own natures, or the way of obtaining them, 
do mutually reſiſt and oppoſe one another, and theſe 
{all ſhort of their purpoſe. He muſt bepg his pride 
and abate of his lyxury, who woold gratify his am- 
bution ; and he raaſt hazard Yoth fortune and repu- 
tation, who abardoes Lyorfgh to pesſure. 

O 


= 


Happineſs 
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Happineſs is a thing more ſimple, or at leaſt more 
orderly in it's compoſition, where there is one ſove- 
reign good, and all others ſubordinate to it, 

A ſecond error in this matter is, when we place 
our repoſe in that which is not any way ia our power 
to obrain ; rendering our happineſs obnoxious to all 
uncertain caſualities we may mcet with, A third is, 


when we promiſe ourſelves ſatisfaction in any thing 


that is diſproportioned to the vait capacities of our 
faculties, being abuſed by the gaudy appearance of 
ſome diſtant trifles: and this is the miſtake, to which 
molt men owe thcir frequent diſappointments. We 
fondly promiſe ourſelves all ſatisſaction in this or the 
other condition of life, and having with much diffi- 
culty obtained it, we are as far to ſeek as formerly, 
Being in the valley, the top of ſuch a mountain ſeems 
to border with the ſky, but being arrived at the 
rop, we cannot perceive our diſtance from heaven 
any thing lefſered by our toilſome travel and climb- 
in2, but are farther expoſed to the injuries of the 
weather, 

Let me therefore propoſe ſome deſign, ſo ſimple 
that my thoughts be not diſtrated, ſo attainable 
that my mind be not perplexed, ſo ſatisfactory that 
my expeclations be not fruſtrated. 

It ſeems reaſonable that I defer ſo much to that 
religion under which I was born, as ſirſt to ſurvey 
the method which it recommends, which is, by the 
xeQifying our faculties and regulating our apetites 
and defires, to exalt our natures, and transform us 
into that Jikeneſs of the divine nature which may 
render us capable of the neareſt communion with the 
author of our being : and certainly ſuch a noble ce- 
Ggn as this ſeems to bid ſo fair for felicity, that if [ 


miſs it here, I may quit hopes of attainiog it, I need 
. got 
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int parcel out my pains in proſecuting, or my affecti · 
ons in enjoying, the diſtant and ill coherent parts of a 
enmulative happineſs, if the ſatis faction I hope for 
conſilt in the right frame of my own ſoul : nor need 
] be ſolicitous about the ſucceſs. when all depends 
on the right uſe of my own liberty, I cannot aſſure 
myſelf of theſe pleaſures, profits and preferments, 
which make up the whole of ſublunary enjoyments; 
but | may, by divine aſſiſtance, attain to that ſub · 
lime ag hexe temper of mind, which may make 
me deſpiſe them, and make me deſpiſe theſe filly fouls 
who are enſnared with them. And leaſt of all need 
I fear, that the enjoyment be unanſwerable to my 
expectation. There is nothing that we are fo inti- 
mately conſcious to, as our affections and apprehen- 
ſions; nor ſhould we be much concerned in the vi- 
ciſitudes and changes in the world, were it not that 
iathe preſent circumſtances wherein we ſtand, they 
have power to (tir up pleaſant and diſmal reſentments 
in our ſouls. From whence it is clear, that our un- 
derſtanding and will, being rightly compoſed, and 
being taken up with the apprehenſion and love of 
infinite excellencies, muſt render competently hap- 
py. Let me then direct all my actions towards that 
ſcope; and ſince the deſign is of too great importance 
and difficulty to be undertaken in my on ſtrength, 
let me ſeriouſly implore the afliftance of that God 
who is the author and object of my expected feli- 

city. | 
Glorious God ! who art the deſire of all the.ends 
of the earth, and who alone can fill and ſatisfy the 
valt capacities wherewith thou haſt endowed the hu- 
man foul : how widely have I been hitherto miſtaken 
in the propoſal and proſecution of my deſires ; fondly 
expecting that ſatisfation from trifles, which is not 
to de expected from any thing below thy ſelf! O 
O 2 that 
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that, now at length, the frequent diſappointment 1 
have met with, may fully andeceive me! and fince, 
by a ſpecial providence of thine, my mind 1s much 
emptied of all ſecular cares and projects, make me fo 
happy, as to fill this vacancy with ſomething wor- 
thy of my heart, and able to ſupport my ſoul ; which 
can be nothing elſe than ſerious ſtudy, and endea- 
yours to advance it to thoſe heights of perfection it 
is capable of, by contemplating and imirating thine 
ioficite excellencies : and ſince in this valley of mi- 
ſeries there is no other way to aſſure me of a laſting 
tranquillity," than by ſuck a frame and conſtitutioa 
of ſpirit as is able to bear the ſhock of the molt diſ- 
mal caſualities; do thou aſhſt and fortify my mind 
with theſe principles of reaſon and religion, which 
may work me up to an unreſerved and entire reſig* 
nation of my ſelf, and to ſuch an abſolute conſormi- 
ty to thy will, as may aſſure me of obtaining my de- 


fires, 


KEE LECTIONTY; 
Occafroned by the Death of a Friend, 


H! how fondly are the thoughts of men em- 
ployed in contriving their own accommodation 
in this world, from whence they are frequently called 
to remove, before they have well taken up their 
quarters! | 
My deareſt friend, whoſe intereſt had put the 
"greateſt (top to the purpoſes, wherein I was once, 
bot too much concerned, and on whoſe account | 
had with reluctancy enough abandoned it, hath now 
left me to the proſecution of the defigh, and other 


worldhy intereſts ; and bath, I am confident, e 
| . 5 


dem, 


and occaſional meditationt. 317 


at that region of tranquillity, that will preſent him 
with obje cis of inſinitely greater value. O with what 
pity or diſdain doth that glorious ſpirit ſook down 
on theſe trifling enjoyments which are ſo cagerly 
purſued by this wrangling world ! his mind is no 
longer darkned, or his underſtanding cheated, by the 
gaudy appcarances of ſoblunary things and vanities ; 
nor his repoſe troubled by violent paſſiobs and un- 
{table delites; theſe ardent flames of divine love 
bave quite extinguiſhed all other affcAions to his 
tcilow creatures, {ave that of charity and good-will. 

Dear ſou} ! how happy were it for me could I 
emulatz thoſe virtues, by which thou wert fitted for 
ſo excellent heights of felicity ! I hus to become thy 
rival eoutd not but be pleaſing to thee, if yer thou 
halt any know.edge of human afluirs. 

And thou, O Lord, who hait called home thy 
ſervant, from this valley of miſery, where we ſojourn, 
to that city of reſt, where he is made perfectly hap» 
py, by ſecing, enjoying, and loving thy ſelf ; inſpire 
my fcul with fuch holy reſolutions ard deſires, that 
1 may never ſet up my reſt on this fide of Ferdzr, 
but may always be panting after that heavenly Cana- 
an, and theſe pleaſures which arc at thy right hand, 
and endare for ever: let me never abandon my ſclf 
to the gratiſications of my fond pallion, or inordin- 
ate humour: make me modeſt and reſigned in my 
deligns, and thankful in the enjoyments, and patient 
under diſappointments, 


REFLECTION VI. 


XPERIENCE hath taught me, that there is 
nao condition, or way of living ſecure from 
demptation, or free of trouble. When want of bu- 
| O 3 lincls 
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ſineſs or company affords me occaſion of being much 
alone, I ſometime find my own thoughts the wort 
compafy I could have fallen into, He was a wile 
man who ſaid, that the ſolitary perſon was angel et „e 
devil: and 1 am conſcious of ſo little conformity to 


angelic excellencics, that I may fear the contagion 7 
of the worſer nature, ſhould I much indulge my ſo - th 
litary humouts. | fa 

When I am immured in a chamber, or RPA 'n M 
a thicket ; the walls of the room or the ſhades of 

the grove,” which confine my fight, cannot reſtrain my ſo 
roving Tancy. The world breaks through mine i. te 
clolure, and vanities invade my retirement, The'WM ha 
pleafing 1 idea of ſore tempting object do frequently of 
ſolicfte me making perhaps a ſtronger impreſſion in * 
my mind than the ſubltances themſelves would be nc 
able to do; ſince it is certain, world ly things ſhew of 
finer. winnowed and purified from their adherent im- * 
perfections by the activity and power of «a huſciovs th 
imagination; and how airy ſocver theſe fantaſms are, ha 
they carry weight enough to clog my affections, and ap 
to immerſe them in carthly defies. an 

At other times, variety of affairs do ſo throng in th 
upon me, that I am like to loſe myſelf in the croud, © 
and, through frequency of other company, to fall 
oat of acquaintance of my own ſoul ; being forced to 
to employ any Jeifure 1 obtained, in unbending my 1 
mind and recruiting my diſſipated fpirits. 

Beſides, in the tilchſh ſtation, wherein provie * 
dence hath placed me, I do frequently meet with 7 
ſuch unpleaſant paſſages as do exceedingly diltur * 
the repoſe and tranquillity of my mind. I have often 8 
reſolved to perform duty, without ſollicitude abort MN 
the ſucceſs, and not to be anxious about theſe evi th 
which I had not cauſed, avd could not prevent : bet ve 


| an; ſometimes entangled in ſuch perpiexing inſtances, 
iat 
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that it is hard to rid the marches, and determine 
where the blame lies: being conſcious of the integri- 
ty of my intentions, I do many times diſcover, that 
more prudence and vigor might have fjomenenes pre- 
vented ſome of theſe unbendfome accidents I meet 
with, which aggravate the troubles and reſentments 
of them ; nor can I be altogether unconcerned in 
thofe things which fail out by common error, and 


fault of thoſe in the ſociety wherein I live, although 


myſelf were not able to redreſs it, 

There ſcarce paſſeth any day, which bringeth not 
ſomething or other that requireth all my patience and 
reſo'ution : ſo that J am often tempted to envy the 
happineſs of thoſe who live by the wholeſome ſweat 
of their brows, without the anxiety of their ſpirit 
and toil of their brain, But when I confider, that 
not only theſe poor people, but alſo the greateſt part 
of the perſons I am acquainted with, do look upon 
my condition as more happy and advantageous than 
theirs ; and when I remember what a fair opinion 1 
had of this, before I made trial of it, I am forced to 
apprehend, that others may be as far from quict 
and tranquillity as myſelf ; and therefore conclude, 
that man is born unto trouole as the ſparks fly up» 
wards. 

Let me then make virtue of neceſſity, and labour 
to ſtrengthen my patience by the frequent occalions 
I kave to exerciſe it. 

O God ! by whoſe infinite power and wiſdom the 
goodly order of the world is upholden, and ſocieties 
are maintained, which elſe would ſoon diſſolve and 
ruin, through the corruption of man; pity the diſ- 
order and confuſion which infe{t this fociety, where» 
in thy providence hath placed me ; and convince us 
that our fins are the cauſe of all our troubles and 
vexations ; and make us pazticularly ſenſible of thole 

O4 Jars 
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jars and mutual animoſities which have a more parti. 
cular influence upon them. Unite our hearts in the 
more vigorous proſecution of the common intereſt of 
piety and learning Let no private humour or de- 
fipn put us forward in theſe unhandſoine practices, 
which have hitherto occaſioned us ſo much milery, 
and are neter to be ſeconded with better ſucceſs. 

And ſince there is nothing can ſecure the duty and 
obicquiouineſs of ſtudents unto us, unleſs they be 
touched with ſome ſenſe of religion and virtue, make 
us as ſerious in recommending the one as the other; 
yea, fo much the more, as all the reſpedt they defer 
unto us, and all the authority we have over them, 
ought be employed for advancing the conceras of 
their ſouls, 


REFLECTION VII. 


N H E N I reflect on the gracious methods and 
| admyrable Contrivances, wherewith provi- 
dence ſeems to woo my affections and court me unto 
pi-ty ; I find nothing ſo aſtoniſhing, as my indultrious 
Ovilinacy in the fruſtration of them Often have [ 
met with favours beyond my expectation, and have 
been raiſcd above the reach of my ambition ; and 
my unthankful humour became ſo fond of the gilt, 
that I ſeldom took notice of the giver. Often have 
I met with the checks of ſeverer diſpenſations, ſuſk- 
cient to ſtop the carcer of my fins and foliics; 
had I not milimproven them, unto the aggravation of 
my guiltineſs, by fretting and diſcontent, 

And now at preſent (which ſeems ſtrange) I am 
wearied with pleaſures, and nauſeate enjoyments : 2 
ſhort acqueintance with ſome things, which | lately 


dcured, hath blunted my appetite, and rendered the 
delight 
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delight flat and dull. Now of all the defires in the 
world, this grief of pleaſures (as Herbert calls it) 
ſcemed molt proper for bettering the diſpoſition of 
my mind, as wanting the temptation to a diſſolute le- 
vity of ſpirit, which attends proſperity, but can have 
no place, when we reliſh not what we poſſeſs; or 
that de jection, and diſcontent which accompanieth 
adverſity : but were very unreaſonable in a condi- 
tion where nothing is deſiderated, which I could 
have deſited, unleſs it be that ſatisfaction I expeRed 
thence, where it is not be found, 


RLEFLECTION VII. 


APPY is the man, who being fully perſuaded 
I! that there is an infinite glorious Spirit, eter- 
nal, almighty, true, juſt, and good, who created the 
world, and diſpoſeth and goverveth all things by his 
power and wiſdom, and is inſiaitely great above all 
that any creature can Conceive ; and that he is to be 
adored, worſhipped, and obeyed in that way which 
himſcif hath preſcribed in his holy word, in the 
performance whereof men may attain unto perfect 
happinefs, through the merits of felus Chritt bis on- 
ly *on, and by the gracious iniluence of his holy 
Spirit and withal being throughly convinced of the 
reuphrinets and varity of other cnjoyments, is heart= 
ily ſorry that he ſhould ſo long have purſued ſinful 
pleaſures, and lived much a ſtranger uato God and 
the ways of picty, and therefore reſolves inſtantly to 
break off that courſe of fin, and to lift himſelf under 
die banner of Chriſt, to reſiſt the ſuggeliions of Sa- 
tan, the allurements of the world, and his own cor- 
rupt inclinaticns, corenanting with God in ſome ſuch 
terms as follow: 
7: > Ficlt, 
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Firſt, he entirely and without reſervation dotk re- 
ſign himſelf and all his intereſts unto God, devoting 
his ſou! and all his faculties and operations unto his 
ſervice, and obedience to his revealed will, reſolving 
to make the glory of Gad the ſcope and end of his 
future undertakings, committing alſo unto the pro- 
vidence of God, all his outwaid enjoyments and ſe- 
cular intereſts ; depending upon him for his life, 
health, fortune, reputation and friend, and ſubmit- 
ting himſelf unto his diſpoſal in theſe, and all other 
inſtances ; and being ready to part with one or all of 
them, when God's will or his own duty does 
require it, 

Moreover, he engageth to be more frequent in the 
duties of God's worſhip, taking ſuch opportunities 
of prayer, reading of ſcripture, receiving the ſacra- 
ment, and fuch other duties as his affairs and con- 
veniencies will afford him; taking a daily review of 
his actions, to repent of the ill, and give God the 
glory of the good; and aſſigaing ſome ſolemn times 
tor humiliation ard confeſhon, Likewiſe, he engag- 
eth ſcrioifly*to ſtudy greater humility, meekneſs, 
contentedncſs, chaſtity, temperance, and watchful- 
refs over all his ways, and againſt every temptation, 
ſhunning all impure fancies and deſires, and 
ſome ſeverities as ball be requune for theſe ends. 
Likewiſe he promiſeth to obſerve the ſtricteſt and ſe- 
vereſt rules of juſtice towards others; never harbour- 
ing any ſecret malice or envy againſt them; never 
ſpe aking or hearing any thing to their diſadvantage 
with complacency, but pitying their infirmities, and 
ſo far as he is able, preventing and remedying their 
' miſcarriages z that he ſhall never encroach upon ano- 
ther's right, or covet his fortune, but ſhall be ready, 
according to his power, to relieve the neceſſities of 
the needy, 


That he will ſtudy a. mate dutiful dale vnde 


{ 
k 
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wards bis patents, greater affections towards his bre- 
thren, greater faithfulneſs towards friends, eſpecially 


in the ioltance of giviag and receiving reproof and 


keeping of ſecrecy ; that he will either abſtain from 
marriage, or elſe propoſe to himſelf the right ends 
thereof, and perform the duties belonging to that 
condition. | 

Finally, that he will be more diligent in the duties 
of his calling and ſtation, employing his outmoſt en- 
deavours towards the peace and welfare of the ſocity 
wherein he lives, and laying himſelf out in all his ca- 
pacity, to promote the work which God hath put in 
his hands. 


YZ REFLECTION IL 


Some Conhderations end Directions, for getting and 
mazirtaining the Tranquillity of Mind, which is 
fo abſolutely neceſ/ary to the Happineſs of Man, 


8 O many are the aſſlictions and diſwal caſualties 
0 witrcunto poor mertals are expoſed, that he 
mult be a great ſtranger to the world, that will not 
conclude with Job, Man that is born of a woman is 
nat only / /erv dane, but alſo full of trouble ; and 
this will appear if we conſider more fully, him, in 
his ſeveral intereſts and capacities. 

To begin with that, which of all things of the 
world is neareſt to us, I mean our body : to what 
varicty of pains and diſeaſes are we obnoxious ? 
ſcarce is there any member of our body, but may 
lodge ſuch maladies as would make our lives a weari- 
neſs unto us: a (tone in the bladder, a gout in the 
joints, a rheum in the tooth, yeaa little duſt in the eye, 
would create us ſuch trouble, as for the time will 

0 6 drown 
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drown all the ſatisfaction the earth can afford uz, 


A doubt much, fr the moſt enquiſme that ever 
human cruchy dit ivent, do expoed the pains of 
ſame naturai diſtempess. And there te few men 
Who lame the werd with proater caſe than thoſe 

Io fuſer viplage dewh, excepting thofe who dying 
Lina ; ſeem to have 

their ſouls ſnake" ent ef Unze bady-with-a-idhs. ; 

But although health be requiſite, yet it is not ſuf. 
ficient, to make a man happy : yet it is a thing ve 
are ſo little ſenſible of, that were it not for the ex- 

perience of ſickneſs, we ſhould put a little rate upon 
it. We have other intereſts to employ.our thoughts; 
and there are few who live ſo abſtractedly from the 
world, but are concerned in fortune, reputation, and 
friends : all which make us become a larger mark for 
the darts of miſery. He whom nature hath favoured 
with a wholeſome conſtitution, may yet be pinched 
with poverty, or at leaſt ſuffer ſuch detriment in his 
eftate, as may ſenſibly afflict him, And- here we 
nul 18%: ant oſtimate from the propartian of cvery 
mages quality and charge: fo that I may be groan- 
19g under wat, when potfefierh myte than might be 
reckoned a. or anether. 

And ſhould a man's fortune ſwell as big as his de- 
fires, his dangers are multiplied according to the 
number of his-relations : the having whereof, if bad, 

or the loſs of them, if good, is to be reckoned a- 
mong the ſharpeſt of human afflictions. The heart- 
wounding initances of prothgere er ungrate children, 
undutiful huſbands or wives, faithleſs and unconſtant 
friends, can hardly be conceived by them, who are 
ſo happy as never to have fclt them. 

But ſuppoſe a man bleſſed with all the endearments 
ef fricndihip, having, beſides the relations whom 
nature gave him, ſome excellent perſon, whom con- 
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gruity of humour and other good qualifications has 
recommended to his choice, by whoſe ſweet ſociety 
his griefs may be leſſened and divided, his joys doub- 
led and advanced: this, I confeſs, affordeth the 
greateſt ſatisfaction that frail mortality is capable of. | 


But alas | how ſoon may this pleaſant gourd, under 
whoſe ſhade he thus ſolaces himſelf, be nipt by worms 
or weather-! how ſoon may death cut aſunder that 
cloſe knot which nothing elſe could ! and then the 
halfned foul is left to the doleful reſentments of fo 
ſad a loſs; by which perhaps he paid dear enough 
for his former enjoyments. | 
Thus we having diſcovered ſome of theſe woſul | 

fountains, from whence ariſe theſe anxious pertur- | 
bations which render us miſerable. Hence are our 

paſſions like the waves of the ocean, that tumble I 
and {well and make a mighty noiſe, and daſh us a- i! 
gainſt the rocks, till we make ſhipwreck of our hap- | 
pineſs and repoſe : yet this difcovery ſhall profit us li 
little, unleſs we can diſcover ſome means for the mi- 

tigating our miſery, and ſhielding us againſt the ſhock | 
of adverſity. Now ſince no man hath the diſpoſal } 


of his own-deſtiny, we can expect ſecurity from no- Ml 


thing elſe than the tempers and diſpoſitions of our J 


own ſpirits, about the bertering whereof our thoughts | | 


ſhould be employed. In vain do we ſeek to ſhift 


our outward condition, Icke ſiok perſons, while we it 
retain our inward diſtemper, which is the cauſe of all it 


our diſcompoſure, 

If then we aim at a conſtant tranquillity, let us 
fortify our ſouls with ſuch principles and reſolutions, 
as may enable us to ſuſtain the aſſaults of our diſmal 
events ; and fince we cannot always ſuit our fortunes 
to our deſires, let us accommodate our deſires to the 
lot which providence allows, I ſhall propoſe two 
expedients which appear molt proper and uſeful to- 
wards this end, 

The 
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- Fhe ſirſt is, an abſolute reſignation: unto, and de · 
pendance upon the author of onrbeing-= We mult 
not only look upon God as the ſupreme, uncantroul- 
able agent who does whatſoever he pleaſes; but alſo 
as that infinite wiſdom and unbiatied anderitanding, 
that governs and ſuperintends on human affairs, and 
who rules the world, not as ap abſolute Lord, ſo 
that we ſhould only be ſenſible of his power, but as 
a loving father that we may taſte of his goodneſs, 
Such conſiderations as theſe, will both preſerve us 
from anxiety and ſolicitude about future events, and 
alſo will uphold us ender many diſaſters ; ; they make 
us think it highly reaſonable to commit our petty in- 
tereſts unto the diſpoſal of God's providence, making 
it all our work to ſzcure an intereſt in his Favour, 
and to obſerve thoſe methods he hath preſcribed to 
us ; and then if any thing befal us contrary to our 
hopes and deſire, we will yet conclude, that God, 
whole prerogatyive it is to know future eyents, may 
be ſingularly favouring in the diſappointmEats of our 
moſt promiſing deſigns, and the croſs may be inten- 
ed as the greateſt courteſy, 

All hiſtory, both ſacred and civil, forniſh us with 
frequent examples of thoſe whoſe happineſs bath 
been uſhered in with ſome diſaſter; and-wie-work 
# ow expetence dp not affvrd los logs inftagec. 
He who ſhould have obſerved the captivity and 1m- 
prilonment of Joſeph, might have been tempted t9 
pity his miſery, and accuſe providence, until he had 
diſcovered how the iron chains that followed bim, 
made way for thoſe golden ones, wherewith he was 
afterwards adorned. 
ki too woch {cif conceited. who will not ſome- 
tie pruli he prodent lic with the management of 
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per means. But ſuppoſe the loſs we ſuſtain be ſuch 
as no other advantage can repair, yet if it help to 
diſintangle our aſſections from ſublunary enjoyments, 
by convincing us of their vanity and uncertainty, we 
ſhall have no reaſon to complain. 

The other expedient that I will propoſe for the 
obtaining of tranquillity is, to fit looſe of the world, 
not ſuffering the ſtreſs and benſal of our affections, 
10 re(t on any thing elſe than the favour of God, and 
' the aſſurance of eternal happineſs. I do not mean 
that we ſhould abandon human ſociety, relinquiſh 
our buſineſs, and reject all pleaſures: ſuch indeed is 
our ordinary practice under croſſes, like peeviſh child- 
ren, that throw all from them if they have loſt any 
thing. We become fond of affliction, indulge our 
ſorrows, and refuſe to be comforted. But that which 
] would recommend is, ſuch a mcaſure of indefference 
towards outward things, that the world have not ſo 
much iatereſt in our affeclions as that to ſay, I am 
thine, and thou art mine. If we love any thing ex. 
tremely and cleave unto it, we muſt needs be carried 
along with it, and muſt bear a part in all it's changes: 
when it is in danger, we muſt tremble; when it is 
impaired, we are wounded; when it is loſt, we 
have ourſelves to ſeek, Thus muſt we follow the 
fortune of wordly things, if we be wedded to them, 
and our repoſe is ill ſecured, if it depend on ſuch 
uncertainties, 

Whereas that happy ſoul, who being fully con- 
vinced of the ſmall ferisfadtion each can afford him, 
hath raiſed his ambition to a more noble deſign, and 
makes heaven the ſcope of his defires and intentions, 
valuing other things according as they are-ſubſeryi- 
ent to this deſign, will be leſs concerned in all thoſe 
viciſſitades 
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viciſſitudes whereunto human things are expoſed: 


though kingdom fhould quake, and che oarch toter, 
and iryrvcts abet his cags, yet hail they not be i 
able to overwhelm his ſpirit, and diſturb that bleſſed * 


ſerenity, which the ſenſe af God and the teſtimony 7 | 
of his conſcience affords him, If his fortune be brok- br: 
en, yet his heart is not ſo ; and ſince he deſired a for 
. plentiful eſtate that he might employ it to pious pur. fi 
poſes, he doth not grudge to want it, knowing that mi 


God doth diſpenſe with him from ſuch ſervices as 
are without his reach, and will accept of his willing- ba 
neſs : and though himſelf want ſome of theſe ac. 
commadations that others enjoy, yer may he com. 


mand fuch a genen temper of ſpirit, that he ſhall ſu 
ſtand in no need of them, 


Should his reputation be ſhaken and his credit de 
wounded, yet {uch blows as theſe do not reach him, 
nor will he put any rate upon theſe empty ſhacovs be 
of virtue, lo long as he is ſecure of the ſubſtance, 
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Of Gratitude, and the bligations thereunts. 


HOUG I gratitude hath obtained too long 

x pati-thon among all ing enuous perſons to have 
its right called in queliton z yet may we with 
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out derogating from the reſpeꝙ which we owe to ſo 
noble a virtue, inquire into it's original, and we may 
perhaps find ourſelves“ engaged to it" by à ſtricter 
tye, than men ordinarily apprehend, who confound 
it with generolity, and look upon gratitude as a 
branch of civility ; whereas, if we trace it to the 
fountain, we may eaſily deſcry ſome what of indiſpen- 
ſible juſtice in the matter; to evidence which we 
muſt conſider, that he who puts a courteſy upon a- 
nother, doth not ſo fully aliceate the good office, 
but that he may jullly require the ſame when his ne- 
ceſſities call for it. And there is no need of any ex- 
plicite compact io this effect, ſince it is always to be 
ſuppoſed that ſuch aſſiſtances are to be retaliated 
when occaſion offers: ſo he that proves ungrate doth 
detain from the injured perſon that help to which he 
acquired a right by his former courtely, and ſo he 
becomes guilty of theft or robbery ; and it is no ſmail 
agoravation of his fault, that ir farther includes a 
breach of truſt: a crime that is juſtly hated, becauſe 
it deprives mankind of all the conventences which 
might redound to it by a mutual confidence. 
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Of Genere/ity, 


» 
HAVE ſometimes wondered, that ſo excellent 

2 quality ſhou!d have got no other name than 
what confounds it with, or at leaſt ſeems to make it 
depend upon, nobility of blood ; which I then look 
Upon as an empty name, adding nothing of intrin- 
lick worth, although in the conſtitution of ſome 
ſtates it calls for a piece of reſpe, being a kind of 
hereditary magiltracy : but upon ſecond thoughts, 
finding 
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finding that although generoſity being not entailed 
to noble families, yet it doth ordinarily attend them, 
I began to apprehend ſome hidden affinity, 

Nobility, without doubt, is nothiag elſe but a 
long ſvcceftion of outward fortune; but it were groſs 
to imagine, that ſuch dull materials as filver and 
gold could influence the foul with noble principles: 
yet it is certain, that a plentiful eſtate doth afford 
occaſion of a more liberal and ingenious education, 
by which their minds arc elevate to undervaluing of 
rictres, and ſuch like traſh, the enjoyment whereof 
hath bred a ſatiety in them; as alſo to the proſecuti- 
od of more ſublime delipnsg., Whereas" on the other 
hand, pinching neceſſity and toilſome labour doth 
clog and depreis the ſpirits of poor men, conGoing 
their thought unto the low and degenerous project 
of mak ing up a fortun2 ; which having once obtained, 
they become iafolent, and often intolerable to their 
inferiors. 

and this diverſity becomes more palpable, where 
by a continued ſucceſſion theſe qualities are prop 
gated ; children _ Inheriting the diſpoſitions, 
as well as the eſtates of their parents. 

The properties of generous perſons are chiciy 
thele : | 

They are ſureſt friends and molt placab'e enemies, 
diſdaining to deceive their confidents, or to opprels 
the ſubmiſſive; they are much more led by the pcin- 
ciples of honour, than either of pleaſure or adran- 
tage, chooſing to gratify the higher faculty of the 
ſoul, although they ſhould thereby -diſoblige the 
lower ; and they will not acquire honour itſelf by 
any indirect means; never detracting from the merits 
of their competitors, nor advancing their own repu- 
tation by arrogating the praiſe of that which is not 


their own, ſeeming to ſet a greater rate on the teſti- 
mony 
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mony of their own conſciences than the applauſe of 
others. | 

But I do not ſee weil how generoſity will make a 
man quite abandon all ſelf intereſt to ſecure that of 
auother, fince in that. caſe he ſeems by eſpouſing it, 
to have made it his own, and fo the molt diſinteteſted 
actions ſeem immediately to proceed from the neigh» 
our principle of ſelf love 


r 


Of Happineſs. 


E wonder at the monſtrous variety of opinions 


about the nature of felicity among heathen 
philoſophers, and think they muſt certainly have ſhot 
at rovers, when among 238, only one, and ſcarcely 
he, did hit the mark. But we need not be at the 
pains to look ſo far back: Jet us but obſerve the 
practices of this preſent age, we ſhall find extrava- 
gance enough to pity or admire. 

It were an inſinite labour to proſecute in our con- 
ſideration all theſe deſigns which men propoſe to 
themſelves to proſecute, as the grand concern of 
their lives. 

In taking a touch of the moſt remarkable, we be- 
gin with ſenſual pleaſures, in which almoſt every 
man hath an equal ſhare ; nor needs it ſeem (trange, 
if J ſay, that in this, the prince hath no advantage 
above the peaſant, ſince, that I may inſtance in one 
ſenſe, the fir!t hath his taſte no more gratißed by the 
delicacies of court, than the other hath with his 
homely chear ; and it is much if the ſqueamiſhneſs 
of a pampered ſtomach do not make him nauſeate the 
moll luſcious dainties, which would likely delight 

his 
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his ſtomach, who is accuſtomed to coarſer diet, un» 
till a little time had acquainted him with them, and 
then he would undervalue them as much, if not 
more, as he did his wonted food, 

Now for the enjoyments which only tickle the 
ſenſes with a ſhort and igroble delight, and withal 
do clog and dull the foul, many times leaving it in 
a melancholy mood: I think any conſidering man 
will ſcore them ont 2nd put them from competition, 
There is indeed a certain predation of the fenfcs, 
wherein, from the touch, the object whereof is molt 
grofs and palpable, we may, as it were by ſteps, af 
cend as it were to the height, which is more pute; 
an hath a greater analogy with the intellectual fa- 
Ccu'ty 3 and it is not unworthy our obſetvation, that 
the pureſt and ſublimeit ſenſe is always ſeated ia 
the higheſt parts of the human body. 

The next that puts in for happineſs, is riches, 
which we mult conſider either in themſelves, or with 
relation to us, and ſo attending their intents. Un- 
der the firſt conſideration, their claim is but weak; 
for why ſhould a man be accounted happy, becauſe 
his coffers incloſe ſome money, whereof I am 28 
much maſter as himſelf : if jultice reſtrain me from 
meddling with it, avarice dot!) no leſs bind up the 
ſuppoſed owner's hands. if we take riches in the 
ſecond conſideration, then they relizn their claim 
in favours of thoſe intereits which they are deſigned 
to promote: if they be intended for ſenſuz! pleatures, 
that is already diſcarded ; if for ambition, cf that 
anon, And by the way it may be noted, that riches 
cannot be uſed but by alienition, and ſo they never 
profit the owner, till they be another's : and if we ſes 


rioully conſider, we ſhail find that the rich man enjoys 


no more than his own entertainment, and the pairs 
of diſpeaſing the reſt to others; a little will ſuppl 
the 
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the perſonal neceſſities, even of the moſt luxurious; 
and what is over, muſt be ſpent on his domeſtics, 
whom he muſt ſerve in the quality of a ſteward; 
and if they be numerous, (as a great eſſate will re- 
quire) he Ends it a greater bulinels to fee to their 
proviſions and carriage, than they ſind ĩt to-attend him. 
On this account, 1 think there are few who would 
willingly undergo the trouble, were it not for a 
principle of oſtentation, to be ſeen and admired of 
others ; much like thoſe, who, to be thought faſhi- 
onable and handſome in their apparel, will pinch and 
torment their bodies, with more than a Carthufian 
ſeverity ; or elſe they intend to promote the limits 
of their juriſdiction. by enlarging their families, œ- 
conomy being a kind of government that pleads to 
the greateſt antiquity ; and theſe two deſigns will 
lead to eye the objects of ambition. | 
And I begin with glory, the deſire whereof, though 
it could never deſerve the title of virtue, yet it hath 
often obtained it, becauſe it ſerves to reſtrain other 
vices. The conſciences of men are not ſo debeauched, 
but that they have ſome reverence for virtue in others, 
though void of it themſelves; and therefore he' who 
would approve himſelt to the opinion of the greateſt 
part, mult ſhun all palpable enormities. But to come 
to our purpoſe, I fee nothing in glory or honour 
which can have any ſtroke in the happineſs of man- 
kind. 1 ſhall not ſpeak of external honour, for I 
think none but a fool could take pleaſure in the ca- 
reſſes and complimental fawnings of his inferiors, did 
he not imagine that they proceeded from an appre- 
henſion of his goodneſs or greatneſs ; that is, his 
will and power of doing good. I think it an argu- 
ment of a degenerate ſpirit, to delight in hearing 
themſelves commended for thoſe virtues. they want; 
or exceſſyely for thoſe they have, I mult needs con- 
| 1018 
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feſs, I have never been ſo nearly touched with the 
ſharpeſt reproof, as I have been by the undeſerved 
applauſe of others, when my conſcience told me, 
how far I came ſhort of their good opinion. 1 do 
not condemn the modeſt deſire of praiſe ; I think it 
was the great ingredient in the admired actions of 
heathens ; their amor patriæ could not do the turn, 
had it it not been joined to /audiſque immenſa cupido: 
but I thiok it is not ſolid happineſs, which depends 
on the variable thoughts of a multitude ; and if com- 
municated and made known to us, doth undergo the 
ſuſpicion of flattery, an indignity no · ingenious foul 
can endure; and if hid from us, doth not ſo much 
as delight us. 

The ſecond object of ambition is power; and 
before we can admit it to concur to the happineſs of 
man, we thuſt conſider its object and end: and to 
begin with the end, as being primum in intentione, | 
would aſk, whether he who looks upon authority 
over others, as that which will render him happy, 
reſolves io manage it, according to equity or not ? 
if he does not, he 18 ſubje& to greater tyranny than 
that which he would exerciſe over others; lis domi- 
nalur, in ſumma dominandi libido; and withal he mult 
know that he is mounted on a ſadle, in which it is 
hard enough for the moſt equal perſon to ſecure bim- 
ſelf; and a biaſed man mult needs fall: but if his 
main deſign be to have the republic well governed, 
it will not trouble him, though providence effecuate 
it by another hand. None but a fool would envy 
the pilot the honour of bringing himſelf and others 
| ſafe to the harbour. And for the object of human 
power, the greateſt potentate cannot oblige me to 
change my judgement in the leaſt punctilio; nor can 
he force my will, though he command in ſome 1 

ter 
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ternal action, ſuch T mean as are lawful, and puniſh 
my diſobedience in others, banifhirg me from the 
converſe of friends, or at moſt by diſſodging my ſoul, 
which, as it can but breed ſmall ſatis faction to him, 
is no ſuch intollerable miſery to me: I confeſs it doth 
not alittle amaze the ſou], when it is ſurprized with 
the rude batterings, at the breaking open of that priſon 
whereunto it was confined, being yet ignorant whe- 
ther it be called for to an enlargement or execution: 
but this depending upon our own carriage, is not 
in the power of any other, | 
1 do not deny, that there is a certain worth in that 
honour and obedience that is deferred unto magi- 
ſtrates ; and it was a ſoleciſm, not in morality only, 
but alſo in divinity, to call theſe titles of majeſty, 
Sc. wherewith princes are complimented, the 
ſoleciſms of a flattering court: for I thin the uſe 
and profit of all theſe redounds no more to the ſove. 
reign than to the ſubject, who lives at peace, and 
enjoys himſelf ſecurely under the ſnaddow and pro- 
tection of thoſe who expoſe themſelves to the ſcorch- 
ing heat of envy, or ſtinging inſets of wicked tongues, 
if not to the more dangerous rudneſs of thoſe whom 
equity obliges them to diſoblige. And there are not 
wanting examples of thoſe, who being ſenſible of 
thoſe inconveniencies, have retired from public em- 
ployments, into the quiet of a contemplanve life, 
whoſe footſteps we ſhall ſearch in the cell, which we 

miſſed in the city. © 
It is certainly an argament of a pufillanimous and 
ignoble ſpirit, for him whom God hath called to the 
helm of affairs, at the ariſe of a tempeſt, to quit his 
charge, and betake himſelf to the fly-boat of ſolitude, 
and leave the paſſengers to the mercy of the wind, 
ſo long as there remains any hope of ſafety. But as 
in the world, ſo in recluſes there are variety 1 de- 
Ens. 
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ſigns. Some give themſelves unto the exerciſes of 
piety ; with theſe we ſhall end this diſcourſe, where 
we ſhall ſhew that the end of our lives, and conſe- 
ſiquently our happineſs, conſiſts in the contemplation 
of divine myſteries. Others there are who content 
themſelves with the ſearch of natural truths, in which 
I ackowledge more of ingenious ſatisfaction, than in 
any ſublunary comfort; and it is obſervable that So- 
lomon, whoſe great experience had given him a taſte 
of all thoſe good things that are within the ſphere of 
art and nature, when he hath told us that in other 
enjoyments, there is not only vanity, but vex- 
ation of ſpirit, is content to ſay, that reading is a 
wearineſs to the fleſh ; yet whoſoever conſiders how 
little of nature we come to know, and how uncertain 
that little knowledge is, will hardly think 1 it enough 
to denominate any man happy. 

I ſhall make uſe of another general medium, to 
ſhew how little ſatisfaction is to be expected from 
any of the things of which we have been ſpeaking ; 
and it is drawn from common experience. You ſhall 
ſee ſome tradeſmen, the height of whoſe ambition is 
to carry office in ſome petty burgh : you ſhall ſce a 
country clown, whoſe avaritious aims ſeem to be 
bounded in that land which he manures, the pro- 
perty whereof is all he could wiſh.; you ſhall ſee a 
ſchool boy, who thinks it were happineſs enough to 
be as knowing as his maſter : no doubt but all theſe 
promiſe themſelves great ſatisfaQton if they can reach 
their ſeveral deſigns. Mean while the preſent ma- 
giſtrate may. look upon the government of that. city 
as a burden or a diſparagement unto him; the land- 
lord may be complaining of poverty; and the malter, 
not without reaſon, of ignorance : fo that theſe things 
which look big at a diſtance, do appear empty when 
we approach them, 


1 
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1 ſhall therefote conclude, that the object of hu- 
mas bliſs is ſomewhat above nature, the enjoyment 
wheteof ſhall anſwer or exceed the expectation of 
his ſoul, and ſo fill up the corners of it, that there 
ſhall be no more room for future deſires; and that 
this muſt be an infinite Being may appear from our 
boundleſs dehres, . | 

The contemplation of thoſe perfections doth moſt 
kighly advance the glorified ſpirit, and bleſſeth it 
with ſolid ſatisfaction. Nor needs it ſeem ſtrange 
that mere contemplation ſhould put us in poſſcſhon 
of that we behold, ſince even our ſenſual pleaſures 
conſiſt in the preception of external pleaſant objects; 
and all other ſatisfactions conſiſt in our own appre- 
henſions. 


ESSAY IV. 
Of Platonic Love. 


[ T was a dull character and rude draught of Pla- 
toniſm, when one called it Venus painted to the 
waiſt ; though it were to be wiſhed, that all thoſe 
— pretend unto it, did confine themſelyes in thoſe 
mits. . 

But certainly this noble paſſion is of a more ſub- 
lime nature, than to have fleſh and blood for it's ob- 
ject, or to doat upon clay, becauſe kneaded in 2 
comely frames | 

I ſhould rather define it by the afte&ronate con- 
verſe and mutual embraces of enamoured ſouls : and 
I 2m much of the opinion, that did not the uncreated 
excellencies ſwallow up all the thoughts of the glorĩ- 
ied ſpirits, and the torments of hell drown thoſe of 
the damned, there ſhould be more in the other world 
than in this, 
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Two things there are which makes men ſuſpe the 
purity of theſe flames: the firſt is, that beauty ſeen 
to have a great ſtroke in a platonic choice; the ft. 
cond is, that this love ſeldom joineth two of the 
ſame ſex. Theſe objections being ſatisfied, I hope 
it will be a cenſure ſevere enough, to call it the ne. 
bleſt frailty of the ſoul. As for the firſt : I would 
have it noted, that Platonics do not ſo much cor 
cern themſelves in the colour of the face, nor ar 
they great admirers of red and white, though the 
do much notice the tracts and figure of the countes 
nance, and eſpecially the looks of that perſon whon 
they affect; and not without reaſon, ſince ſo much 
of the humour can be diſcovered in the phyſiognony, 
and beauty is that in which there are many figns of 
goodneſs, according to a late philoſopher 's deſcrip 
on, But if acquaintance once inform him that the 
worth of the jewel is nothing proportionable to the 
curious caſe, it will ſoon appear how little reſped 
he defers to eternal beauty; and if it ſhould ha- 
pen, that a perſon whoſe good features firſt con- 
mended to his affection, and converſe had confirmed 
Him in the opinion of their affeQions, ſhould after 
wards, by ſickneſs or other accidents, have thei 
countenance ſpoiled, it would no ways diminiſh hy 
unaltcrable love. 

Yet ſince for the moſt part a ragged humour doth 
betray ifſelf in a diſtorted countenance, and tlic 
ſwectnels of diſpoſition ſhines through milder looks, 
I do not wonder that platonics are much in ibe 
contemplation of one another's eyes; theſe being 
the only crannies by which impriſoned ſouls, like 
Pyramus and Thiſbe, have the freedom of an inter- 
view. 

But it is a more ſhrewd objection, that Plaotonics 
{er the molt part affect perſons of different * 
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and as though, were their intentions as pure as their 
pretentions are, they would equally eſteem the con- 
yerſe of a noble ſoul in whatever body it were lodged; 
1 fay, for the molt part, diverſity of ſexes make up | 
that enamoured couple; for that it is not always fo; 
I think many inſtances may teſtify, And yet a rati- 
onal account may be given of the phenomenon : for 
among other varieties which may be obſerved among 
the genious of mankind, ſome there are whom we 
call of a maſculine temper, others af a feminine; and 
from this, ſome men are called effeminate, and wo- 
men virago's: and theſe tempers, being thus miſ- 
placed, are looked upon as diſparagements and de- 
fects. The maſculine temper hath more of gran» 
deur and majeſty, the feminine of ſweetneſs and ſim · 
plicity ; and this diſcord of humours is requiſite to 
make up the harmony of love. If both ſouls have 
the firſt quality, the concord is too ſharp and harſh; 
if both be of the ſecond, it is too flat and dull, 

It is an error to think, that an abſolute purity and 
ſimilitude of diſpoſition doth ſublimate the affections 
of the parties above the degree of friendſhip. . In 
bodies, a perfect likeneſs will never conduce to a per- 
fe& union: if one part of the ſcroll be concave, the 
other is convex ; two globs will never join. If any 
aſk a reaſon for what I haye been ſaying, I ſhall will- 
ingly confeſs my ignorance in ſpeculations that con- 
cern immaterial beings : and withal I ſhall add this 
hint, that men are moſt diſpoſed to admire and affect 
thoſe perfections which they want, and all other 
good things, 122 
So many naughty affections do ſhelter themſclyes 
under the plauſible title of Platoniciſm, that I think 
myſelf ſo far obliged to do it right, as to vindicate it 
from aſperſions, by ſetting down theſe characters 


which may diſtinguiſh from all pretenders to that 
name, 
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And firſt, it is purely intellectual, and fo far 2. 
above the gratifying of ſenſe. Secondly, it is not con- 
fined to one perſon, but will admit of plurality, 
Thirdly, it is not impatient of a rival; remembering 
that goodneſs is communicative, and that the ſame 
perſon is no leſs mine, though thouſands enjoy his 
comfortable influence. Laſtly, it ſo far prefers the 
good of the party to its own ſatisfaction, as without 
reluctancy to part with the enjoyment of the beloved 
_ ſo it be not inconſiſtent with, or prejudicial 

0 its happineſs, 

To conclude, Platonicifm in morality anſwereth to 

charity in chriſtianity, 


The Advantages of Divine Love. 


A N's duty and his happineſs conſiſts in the 
right placing of his love, and this noble 45 
Trion can have no ſuch fuitable, no ſuch adyantagevus 
object as Ged. Lose i the only thing which may 
us without our conſent, but none can raviſh our 
' Tove:: if therefore we would offer any thing to God, 
let us do it of that which is our wn, and if any thing 
oan be counted our own, it will follow as an appen- 
dix to that gift: he that giveth his love, giveth with 
it all that he hath, in fo far as he giveth his will, by 
which he poſſeſſeth all things, and it is not poſbble 
to refuſe him any thing, to whom by Joye we hare 
given our ſouls : nay, fince it is the privilege of gtts 
to take the value from the giver, and not to be mca- 
ſured by the event, but by the deſire, he who loveth 
may be reckoned not only to give what he hath, but 
every thing elſe, which may make the beloved perſon 


happy. FRE 
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that he who loveth God, doth give God to himſelf; 
by the co he takes in his happineſs and 
per fections. But though this ſeems too big an ex- 
| preſſion, certainly love is the worthieſt thing we can 
give or offer to God, and there is none can ſo well 
deſerve it. 

When this affedtion is miſplaced, it doth often 
vent itſelf in ſuch expreſſions as do point at it's ge- 
nuine and proper object, and inſinuate where it ought 
to be fixed : the flattering and almoſt blaſphemous 
terms of adoration, wherewith lovers court one ano- 
ther, are the language of that affection which was 
made and deſigned for God. As he who is accuſtom- 
ed to ſpeak to ſome great perſon, doth perhaps una- 
wares accolt another with the ſame titles he is wont 
to give him ; ſo love, which was born to converſe 
with God, being withdrawn from him, doth beſtow 
his honour another way. In a word, that affeQtion 
which calleth its object a diety, ought to have been 
— on him who really is fo : the exceſs and vio» 

nce of his paſſion ought to be placed whete it can- 
not be exceſſive. And indeed ſo large and unbound- 
ed is it's nature, that it needs be extremely hampered 
and ill accommodated in any creature z every thing is 
ſo ſtrait for it, but an infinite. goodneſs : hence ariſ- 
eth that vexation and diſquiet which accompanies 
love when it is not filled with an object, to anſwer 
the valtneſs of its capacity; hence it is that lovers 
do hardly brook a rival, and cannot endure that any 
ſhould approve their affection by imitating it; they 
| know the narrowneſs of their goodneſs which they 
love, that it cannot ſuffice two, being indeed too 
narrow for one. The love of God is free of gall, 
it regreteth nothing ſo much as the want of rivals : 
love is the king of ſelf-· dereliction, a wandering out 
_ ef ourſclyes, a voluntary death, wherein the =_ 

ic 


; 1 
Py 


342 Efay:, Mora] and Divine. 

dieth to himſelf and all his own intereſt, not thinking 
of them or caring for them any more, and fo periſh» 
eth altogether unleſs he meeteth with reciprocal af- 
fection, for then he is revived, recovers a new life, 
and liveth in the ſoul and care of the perſon whom 
he loves; nay, now he begins to mind his own con- 
cernment, not becauſe they are his, but becauſe the 
beloved perſon is pleaſed to haye an intereſt into 
them; be becomes dear to himſelf becauſe he is dear 
to the other: but he periſhes quite who loveth one, 
who either cannot or will not anſwer his affections. 
Thus do they hazard their own utter ruin' who doat 
on their own fellow creature, who may chance to 
neglect or deſpiſe their affection; or whole death may 
put an end to all their endearments, But happy he 
who bath loſt bimſelf in divine love, where he can 
never miſs reciprocal kindneſs, for who Hall ſeprate 
us /rom the love of God, whoſe being and goodneſs 
are equally eternal? 

They who have made an exchange of hearts by 
love, get thereby an intereſt in one another's happi- 
neis and miſery : this makes love a troubleſome paſ- 
fion when placed on earth, where the moſt fortunate 
perſon bath grief enough to marr the tranquillity of 
his riend; and it is hard to hold out when we are 
attacked on all hands, and ſuffer not only in our own 
perſon but in another's, If God be the object of our 
love, we ſhare in an infinite happineſs without any 
mixture or poſſibility of diminution; we rejoice to 
behold the glory of God, and receive comtort and 
peaſure from all the praiſes wherewith men and 
angels extol him; it delights us beyond expreſſion 
to conſider, that he whom our ſoul loveth is infinitely 
happy in himſelf, and that all his enemies cannot 
ſhake or unſettle his throne, 


Nothing doth more mutually beget affection — 
than 
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than the love of another ; either becauſe having a 
good opinion of our ſelves, we account him a lover 
of goodneſs, and therefore a lover of goodneſs whe 
loveth us; or becauſe the likeneſs in diſpoſition, 
which wrought affection in them, effecteth the ſame 
in the other ; or becauſe the loyer doth receive his 
own image into his ſoul, and every one Joveth his 
own where he ſeeth it; or, laſtly, becauſe of the 
gift which the lover makes of himſelf to the perſon, 
who thereby is moved to love that which now is 
become his own, 
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